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Page 01 : GS 2 : International Relations 

In a recent conversation with American podcaster Lex Fridman, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi discussed India's diplomatic challenges with 

Pakistan and China while also drawing parallels between his 

leadership approach and that of former U.S. President Donald Trump.  

 His remarks provide insight into India's foreign policy, 

particularly in the context of regional security, peace efforts, 

and global diplomacy.   

Key Themes and Analysis   

India-Pakistan Relations: Repeated Setbacks in Peace Initiatives   

 Modi highlighted that India's attempts to foster peace with 

Pakistan, including inviting former Prime Minister Nawaz 

Sharif to his swearing-in ceremony in 2014, have not yielded 

the desired results. He emphasized that these efforts have 

been met with hostility and betrayal.   

 A key factor in the breakdown of trust has been cross-border 

terrorism, including the Uri and Pulwama attacks. Pakistan's 

failure to act against terror outfits has further strained 

relations.  

 Despite this, Modi expressed hope that wisdom will prevail in 

Pakistan’s leadership, indicating that India remains open to 

peaceful negotiations if credible steps are taken.   

India-China Relations: Advocating Dialogue Over Discord   

 Modi stressed that diplomatic efforts have helped restore 

stability in India-China border areas, emphasizing that 

differences between neighbors should not escalate into 

disputes.  

 He pointed out that competition between the two countries 

should not turn into conflict.   

 Despite past tensions, China remains India’s largest trading 

partner. However, border disputes such as those in Doklam 

and Galwan have led India to adopt a cautious approach.  
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 While India engages in diplomacy, it is also strengthening its defense capabilities and reducing 

economic dependence on China.   

Modi-Trump Parallels: National Interest First   

 Modi noted a shared leadership philosophy with Trump, highlighting that both prioritize national 

interests above global obligations. This aligns with India’s evolving foreign policy, which is shifting 

from non-alignment towards strategic autonomy.  

 Initiatives such as Atmanirbhar Bharat reflect this approach, emphasizing self-reliance while 

maintaining diplomatic engagement with global powers.   

Conclusion: Implications for India’s Foreign Policy   

 India remains committed to peace with Pakistan but demands accountability on terrorism. With 

China, it seeks diplomatic engagement while preparing for potential security challenges. The 

broader foreign policy approach reflects strategic pragmatism, balancing cooperation with 

competition on the global stage.   

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:India has consistently attempted to engage Pakistan in peaceful dialogue, but such efforts have often 

been met with hostility. Critically examine the challenges in India-Pakistan relations and suggest a way 

forward. (250 words) 
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Page 04: GS 3: Science & Technology 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has received approval from the Central Government for the 

Chandrayaan-5 mission. This upcoming lunar exploration project will feature a significantly larger 250-kg 

rover, compared to the 25-kg rover used in Chandrayaan-3.  

 

 The announcement comes as ISRO continues its lunar exploration efforts, with Chandrayaan-4 

planned for 2027 and aimed at bringing back lunar samples.   

Key Themes and Analysis 

1. Evolution of India's Lunar Missions 
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 Chandrayaan-1 (2008): India’s first lunar mission that provided crucial data, including the discovery 

of water molecules on the Moon’s surface.   

 Chandrayaan-2 (2019): Aimed at landing on the Moon’s South Pole but faced last-minute 

challenges, making the mission 98% successful.   

 Chandrayaan-3 (2023): Successfully landed near the Moon’s South Pole, making India the first 

country to do so. The rover 'Pragyan' explored the lunar surface.   

 Chandrayaan-4 (2027): Planned as a sample-return mission, marking a major milestone in ISRO’s 

capabilities.   

 Chandrayaan-5: Approved recently, featuring a 250-kg rover in collaboration with Japan, indicating 

growing international cooperation in space exploration.   

2. Chandrayaan-5 and its Significance  

 Advanced Rover: A heavier 250-kg rover is expected to conduct more detailed scientific analysis 

compared to previous missions.   

 International Collaboration: Working with Japan signifies India’s growing participation in global 

space research and technology-sharing.   

 Boosting India’s Space Program: The success of Chandrayaan-3 has strengthened ISRO’s global 

reputation, and the approval of Chandrayaan-5 reflects India’s long-term space ambitions.   

3. India’s Expanding Space Diplomacy 

 Collaboration with Japan on Chandrayaan-5 aligns with India's broader strategy of international 

cooperation in space exploration.   

 India is a key player in the Artemis Accords, strengthening its position in global space governance.   

 Recent partnerships with NASA, Russia, and European agencies highlight India’s increasing role in 

space diplomacy.   

Conclusion: Implications for India’s Space Program 

 The approval of Chandrayaan-5 underscores India’s commitment to expanding its lunar exploration 

capabilities.   

 The growing international collaborations indicate a shift towards more complex and ambitious 

space missions.   

 Success in these missions will enhance India’s leadership in space research, innovation, and 

technology.   
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UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :India’s lunar missions have significantly contributed to global space exploration. Discuss the importance of the 

Chandrayaan missions in India’s space program and their implications for scientific research.(250 words) 
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Page 05 : GS 2 : Polity & Governance 

The Supreme Court of India, in a 2014 judgment, upheld the principle of "linguistic secularism" and the organic evolution of 

language laws in the country.  

 The issue has resurfaced amid debates over the language formula in the National Education Policy (NEP), with Tamil 

Nadu’s Chief Minister M.K. Stalin accusing the Centre of imposing Hindi at the cost of regional languages like Tamil.   

 

Key Themes and Analysis 

1. Constitutional Framework for Language Policy 

 Article 343: Declares Hindi in Devanagari script as the official language of India, but not the national language.   

 Article 351: Directs the Union to promote Hindi for national communication while respecting linguistic diversity.   
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 Article 29(1): Guarantees the right of every linguistic community, whether majority or minority, to conserve its 

language, script, or culture.   

 Supreme Court Judgment (2014): Emphasized that Indian language laws are flexible and accommodative rather than 

rigid, ensuring linguistic secularism.   

2. Supreme Court’s Stand on Language and Education 

 In State of Karnataka vs Associated Management of Primary & Secondary Schools, the SC held that a student's 

fundamental right to speech and expression under Article 19 includes the choice of the medium of instruction.   

 The SC took cues from the U.S. Supreme Court's 1924 Pierce v. Society of Sisters judgment, which emphasized that a 

child is not merely a state subject but an individual whose learning preferences must be respected.   

 The Allahabad High Court (1982) held that while the Union must promote Hindi, there is no constitutional obligation to 

impose it as the medium of instruction.   

3. The National Education Policy (NEP) and Linguistic Concerns 

 The NEP 2020 promotes a three-language formula, encouraging states to offer Hindi, English, and a regional language.   

 Tamil Nadu, with its historic opposition to Hindi imposition (as seen in the anti-Hindi agitations of 1965), argues that 

the NEP threatens its linguistic autonomy.   

 The Supreme Court’s 2014 ruling supports the idea that language policy should be flexible and cater to regional 

linguistic aspirations rather than imposing uniformity.   

Conclusion: Balancing Linguistic Diversity and National Integration 

 India’s language policy must maintain a delicate balance between national unity and regional linguistic aspirations.   

 The SC's stance reinforces the right to language choice, aligning with India's pluralistic ethos.   

 Future language policies must be inclusive and accommodative, ensuring that both Hindi and regional languages 

flourish without compulsion.   

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :Discuss the significance of linguistic secularism in India and analyze the role of the judiciary in upholding linguistic 

rights.(250 words) 
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Page 06: GS 2 :International Relations   

India and New Zealand have resumed negotiations on a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) after a decade-long 

pause. The Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) talks, which began in 2010, had 

stalled in 2015 over tariff disparities and market access concerns.  

 

 The renewed discussions aim to enhance supply chain integration, trade in goods, services, and 

investment, addressing both nations' economic interests.   
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Key Themes and Analysis   

India-New Zealand Trade Relations and FTA Negotiations   

 Current trade volume between the two countries exceeded $1 billion between April 2024 and 

January 2025.   

 The FTA aims to achieve balanced outcomes by improving market access and supply chain 

integration.   

 Major challenges in negotiation include:   

o Tariff disparity: New Zealand’s average tariff is 2.3 percent, with over 50 percent of imports 

already duty-free, whereas India’s average tariff is 17.8 percent, making it difficult for India to 

offer deep tariff cuts.   

o Dairy sector concerns: New Zealand demands greater access to India’s dairy market, but 

India is reluctant due to the potential impact on millions of farmers.   

o Other sensitive sectors: Meat and wine exports from New Zealand face high tariffs in India, 

while India seeks better access for its IT professionals in New Zealand.   

Economic and Strategic Significance of the FTA   

 Benefits for India include improved access to high-quality agricultural products, advanced 

technology, and foreign investment.   

 Strengthening Indo-Pacific trade partnerships is a major strategic advantage, given New Zealand’s 

position in the region.   

 The agreement could serve as a model for future FTAs with developed economies.   

 Benefits for New Zealand include greater access to India’s large consumer base and the potential to 

expand exports, particularly in dairy, wine, and meat.   

 Strengthening economic ties with India aligns with New Zealand’s long-term trade and diplomatic 

goals.   

 This discussion connects to GS Paper 2 (India’s trade diplomacy) and GS Paper 3 (Economic 

implications of FTAs).   

Geopolitical and Global Trade Dynamics   

 Pressure from the United States may influence India’s position on agricultural and dairy import 

policies.   
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 New Zealand, as part of the Five Eyes alliance, is looking to strengthen economic ties with India 

amidst changing global trade patterns.   

 Cooperation between India and New Zealand could serve as a counterbalance to China’s economic 

influence in the Indo-Pacific.   

Conclusion: Balancing Trade Growth with Domestic Interests   

 India must find a balance between protecting domestic industries, particularly dairy and agriculture, 

and expanding trade opportunities.   

 A mutually beneficial FTA will require concessions on both sides, particularly regarding tariffs and 

the movement of professionals.   

 The outcome of these talks could influence India’s future trade negotiations with other developed 

economies.   

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : India’s trade policy must balance economic growth with strategic geopolitical interests. Discuss in light of the India-New 

Zealand FTA negotiations.(250 words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 07 : GS 3 : Enviroment and Ecology 

A recent study by IIT Delhi, published in Environmental Research Letters (November 2024), has found that 

air pollution and climate change will reduce India’s solar power generation capacity. India, the fifth-largest 

solar power producer, aims to generate 50% of its electricity from non-fossil sources by 2030. However, 

declining air quality and rising temperatures could impact solar cell efficiency, leading to energy losses.   
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Key Themes and Analysis   

Solar Power and Climate Change   

 Solar panels require bright sunlight, lower temperatures, and airflow for optimal performance. Any 

imbalance in these factors reduces efficiency. Air pollution, including particulate matter and 

aerosols, blocks solar radiation, leading to global dimming, which affects solar power generation.  

 Rising temperatures due to climate change further reduce efficiency by heating up solar cells 

beyond ambient temperature levels.   

Study Findings on Solar Energy Efficiency   

 The study used historical data (1985-2014) and projected solar efficiency changes from 2041-2050. 

It analyzed two scenarios:   

o Moderate climate action but weak air pollution control – leading to higher efficiency losses.   

o Strong air pollution control but weak climate change efforts – resulting in lower losses.   

 The study concluded that by mid-century, solar panel efficiency in India will drop by 2.3%, leading to 

an annual loss of at least 840 gigawatt-hours of electricity.   

Regional Impact and Site Selection for Solar Projects   

 Northeast India and Kerala may develop higher solar potential due to reduced cloud cover in the 

future. The findings can help policymakers and industries choose better locations for solar projects 

and optimize investment in renewable energy.   

Policy Recommendations and Mitigation Strategies   

 Cut greenhouse gas emissions: Reducing emissions will improve air quality and increase solar 

radiation reaching the panels.   

 Enhance solar panel technology: Research into high-efficiency solar cells and cooling mechanisms 

can offset losses.   

 Public participation: Adoption of electric vehicles, public transport, and afforestation efforts can reduce 

fossil fuel usage and air pollution.   

 Implementation of policies: India has introduced commendable renewable energy policies, but 

effective implementation at all levels remains a challenge.   

Conclusion: Balancing Solar Energy Expansion and Environmental Sustainability   

 While India is aggressively expanding its solar energy sector, air pollution and climate change pose 

major hurdles. A multi-pronged approach involving policy reforms, technological advancements, 
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and public participation is crucial for a climate-resilient solar energy future. Strengthening air quality 

regulations and investing in climate adaptation strategies will help maximize India’s solar power 

potential.   

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:How does air pollution impact solar energy generation? Discuss India’s strategies to mitigate the 

effects of climate change on renewable energy production.(250 words) 
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Context : 

 Public health plays a crucial role in shaping a nation’s healthcare system and overall well-being. The 

Indian Constitution, under Article 47, mandates the state to improve public health. However, 

challenges such as lack of standardized training, inadequate practical exposure, and limited job 

opportunities hinder the sector’s growth.   

 A recent development impacting public health education is the United States’ decision to withdraw 

from the World Health Organization (WHO) and reduce USAID funding, affecting health programs in 

low- and middle-income countries. While India is not heavily reliant on international aid (which 

forms only 1% of its health expenditure), such funding cuts could further weaken an already fragile 

public health development sector and reduce job opportunities for public health graduates.   

Evolution of Public Health Education in India   

 Public health education in India has evolved significantly over the decades:   

o Historically, public health was embedded within medical education, with specialists trained in 

Preventive and Social Medicine (Community Medicine) playing key roles.   

o The All India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health, Kolkata (1932) was one of the first 

institutions offering specialized public health training.   

o Many Indian students pursued Master of Public Health (MPH) programs abroad due to limited 

domestic opportunities.   

o The demand for public health professionals increased after the launch of the National Rural 

Health Mission (NRHM) in 2005, leading to the expansion of MPH programs in India.   

o Currently, over 100 institutions offer MPH courses in India, compared to just one in 2000. Despite 

this expansion, government recruitment for public health specialists has remained stagnant, 

making it increasingly difficult for graduates to secure jobs.   

Key Challenges in Public Health Education   

1. Mismatch Between Supply and Demand 

 The number of public health graduates has increased rapidly, but job opportunities have not kept 

pace.   

GS Paper 02Governance & Social Justice 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Discuss the challenges in public health education in 

India. What policy measures are needed to improve training and job opportunities 

in this sector? 
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 Entry-level positions (e.g., research/program assistants) attract a large number of applicants, making 

selection highly competitive.   

 Government recruitment for public health professionals remains low despite a growing need.   

 The public sector’s shrinking role in healthcare limits employment options.   

2. Limited Role of Government in Hiring Public Health Graduates 

 Unlike developed countries where governments are the largest employers of public health 

professionals, India lacks a dedicated *public health management cadre* at the state level.   

 Various efforts to institutionalize public health positions within state governments have been 

unsuccessful.   

3. Rise of Private Sector and Limited Research Opportunities 

 The private sector prioritizes hospital management professionals over public health specialists.   

 Research and development (R&D) opportunities are limited, as they depend on foreign grants, 

which are now declining.   

 India’s domestic funding for public health research remains inadequate.   

4. Quality Issues in MPH Education 

 Rapid expansion of MPH courses has led to institutions competing for students, often 

compromising on admission standards.   

 Many students enroll in MPH programs without a clear understanding of the field or required skills.   

 Faculty often lack practical experience, limiting the effectiveness of training.   

 The absence of a *standardized curriculum* results in inconsistencies in the quality of education.   

 No regulatory body (such as NMC or UGC) oversees MPH training in India, affecting credibility and 

employability.   

5. Uneven Distribution of Public Health Institutions 

 Some large states (e.g., Bihar, Jharkhand, Assam) have very few or no public health institutions.   

 This regional disparity limits access to quality education and employment opportunities.   

Way Forward – Policy Recommendations   

 1.Establish a Dedicated Public Health Cadre   

o The government should create a public health cadre at the state and national levels to 

strengthen healthcare delivery and provide employment to MPH graduates.   

o Strengthening the National Health Mission (NHM) and similar initiatives could generate more 

public health jobs.   

 2. Improve Regulation and Standardization of Public Health Education   

o A dedicated regulatory body or a specialized division under NMC/UGC should oversee public 

health education.   

o The curriculum must be standardized to ensure consistency in training.   
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o Public health courses should include practical exposure through internships with health 

organizations.   

 3. Expand and Strengthen Public Health Institutions in Underserved Regions 

o The government should establish more public health schools in states where they are currently 

lacking.   

o Increased funding for state health research and public health policy studies can enhance career 

opportunities.   

 4. Increase Public Health Employment in the Private Sector  

o Private hospitals and corporate entities should be encouraged to hire public health professionals 

for health planning and epidemiological research.   

o Strengthening*public-private partnerships (PPP) in healthcare can create new job roles.   

 5. Enhance Research Funding and International Collaboration 

o More national funding should be allocated for public health research and innovation.   

o Strengthening collaborations with international health organizations and academic institutions 

can improve training quality.   

Conclusion   

 Public health education in India has grown significantly, but a lack of standardization, job scarcity, 

and weak government hiring limit its impact. Strengthening regulatory mechanisms, establishing a 

public health cadre, and improving education quality are essential to making public health a viable 

career choice. A multi-pronged approach involving the government, private sector, and research 

institutions is required to ensure sustainable development in this field.   

 

 


