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Page 01 : GS 2 : International relations 

In recent years, India-U.S. relations have evolved beyond traditional diplomacy to encompass strategic 

convergence, technology partnerships, and trade negotiations. The recent visit of U.S. Vice-President J.D. 

Vance to India marked another step in strengthening bilateral ties, with “significant progress” reported on 

the Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA). 

 

Key Developments: 

1. Progress on BTA (Bilateral Trade Agreement): 

o Finalisation of the Terms of Reference for the agreement negotiations. 

o Focus areas include agriculture, trade expansion, and supply chain integration. 

o Seen as a step towards a modern and mutually beneficial trade framework. 

2. High-Level Political Engagement: 

o PM Modi and VP Vance discussed cooperation in energy, defence, strategic technology, and 

regional issues. 

o Alignment between ‘Viksit Bharat 2047’ and Trump’s ‘Make America Great Again’ vision was 

emphasized. 

3. Lack of Breakthrough on Sensitive Issues: 
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o No discussion in public domain on contentious issues like U.S. tariffs, student visa restrictions, 

or India’s digital tax policies. 

o The expected launch of the TRUST Technology Partnership was also deferred. 

Geopolitical Context: 

 The visit comes amidst global turbulence, including the Russia-Ukraine war, Gaza conflict, and 

evolving Indo-Pacific dynamics. 

 India is set to host the Quad Summit (India-U.S.-Japan-Australia) later this year, reaffirming its role 

as a strategic anchor in the region. 

 The convergence on promoting dialogue and diplomacy over conflict reinforces shared democratic 

values. 

Significance for India: 

Sector Potential Gains 

Trade Boost in exports, better market access for Indian goods and services. 

Employment Greater foreign investment could benefit MSMEs and startups. 

Strategic Partnerships Counterbalance to China’s influence in the Indo-Pacific. 

Diaspora Diplomacy Strengthening the position of Indian professionals and students in the U.S. 

Challenges & Unresolved Issues: 

1. Tightening of Student Visas: May impact Indian students in U.S. universities. 

2. Digital Trade Disputes: U.S. dissatisfaction with India’s digital tax regime. 

3. Agriculture Market Access: India’s protectionist policies remain a concern. 

4. Technology Transfer Delays: TRUST initiative remains unlaunched. 

Way Forward: 

 Balanced Trade Approach: India must harmonize economic growth with fair market access. 

 Continued Strategic Dialogue: Sensitive topics like visas and digital rules must be resolved gradually. 

 Technology & Innovation Focus: Reviving initiatives like TRUST to enable tech cooperation. 

 Public Diplomacy: Strengthen trust through cultural and educational exchanges. 

Conclusion: 

While the visit of VP J.D. Vance did not result in headline agreements, it highlighted the depth and maturity 

of India-U.S. relations. The progress on BTA negotiations reflects a shared strategic intent to deepen 

economic engagement and build a resilient partnership in a rapidly changing global order. 
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Quote: 

“True partnership is built not just on agreements, but on continuous dialogue and mutual respect. India 

and the U.S. are advancing on that path.” 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :"India-U.S. relations are evolving from strategic partnership to strategic convergence." In light of recent 

developments, critically analyze the progress and limitations in bilateral trade and technological cooperation. (250 

Words) 
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Page 06: GS 2 : Indian Polity 

On the occasion of Civil Services Day, Cabinet Secretary T.V. Somanathan credited the All India Services 

(AIS) and civil servants for ensuring smooth, constitutional, and peaceful transfer of power in India — a 

contrast to political instability in several neighbouring countries. His remarks underline the institutional 

strength and democratic maturity of India, facilitated significantly by a non-partisan, competent civil 

service. 

 

Key Highlights from the Speech: 

1. Preserving Constitutional Order: 

o Civil servants are custodians of democracy, federalism, rule of law, and national unity. 
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o Smooth change of governments — without military intervention or street unrest — is a 

testament to India's stable administrative structure. 

2. Political Neutrality: 

o Civil servants must remain impartial and serve every government and citizen, regardless of 

ideology, party, or identity. 

3. Civil Services and Electoral Integrity: 

o Elections conducted by civil servants have led to governments being peacefully voted out, 

enhancing faith in democratic institutions. 

o Even the imposition of President’s Rule has happened peacefully — again showcasing the 

maturity of Indian governance. 

4. Need for Reforms: 

o Emphasized lateral entry, domain expertise, and moving beyond the "good generalist" model. 

o Criticized the current Annual Performance Appraisal System (APAR) for being inflated and 

ineffective. 

5. Candid Views on Pay Structure: 

o Deflected questions on salary concerns, asserting that civil servants who are underpaid can 

choose other career paths. 

6. Prime Minister's Address: 

o PM Modi urged the bureaucracy to shed outdated policy frameworks and embrace 

innovation and agility in governance. 

Analytical Perspective: 

Dimension Observation 

Institutional 

Stability 

Civil services have been a neutral bridge between successive governments, ensuring 

continuity in governance. 

Merit vs. Patronage 
The need for transparency in empanelment and tackling corruption within services 

reflects ongoing administrative challenges. 

Reform Imperatives 
Lateral entry, digital governance, and performance-linked promotions are crucial for 

revitalizing bureaucracy. 

Comparative 

Advantage 

Unlike nations with military coups (e.g., Pakistan, Myanmar), India's rule-based 

governance is a global democratic model. 

Conclusion: 

The role of the Indian civil services in maintaining peaceful transitions of power is an underappreciated 

cornerstone of Indian democracy. While their contribution is undeniable, there is a parallel need to reform, 
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professionalize, and depoliticize the services to meet the aspirations of a New India. As India progresses 

toward its "Viksit Bharat 2047" vision, the civil services must evolve in function, structure, and mindset. 

Quote for Enrichment: 

"A nation’s stability lies not just in its Constitution, but in the character of those who administer it." 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :"Civil services have played a pivotal role in maintaining democratic continuity in India." Critically examine this 

statement in light of recent observations by the Cabinet Secretary.(250 words) 
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Page : 07 : GS 3 : Science and Technology 

The discovery of the Bullseye Galaxy (LEDA 1313424) with its unique nine-ring structure presents a rare 

opportunity in modern astrophysics. Scientists suggest this galaxy may be in the process of evolving into a 

Giant Low Surface Brightness (GLSB) galaxy, offering a possible window into the distribution and behavior 

of dark matter—one of the most puzzling and unobservable components of the universe. 

 

What Makes the Discovery Unique? 
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 The Bullseye Galaxy is the first known galaxy with nine rings, a result of a blue dwarf galaxy colliding 

head-on through its center nearly 50 million years ago. 

 The interaction caused ripples of gas and star formation, leading to concentric ring formations—like 

a cosmic “bullseye”. 

Scientific Significance: 

Area Relevance 

Galactic Evolution 
Offers real-time evidence of how head-on galactic collisions can create ring 

structures and lead to the formation of larger diffuse galaxies. 

GLSB Galaxy 

Formation 

Provides a rare chance to observe the transformation of a ringed galaxy into a Giant 

Low Surface Brightness (GLSB) galaxy. 

Dark Matter 

Distribution 

GLSBs are suspected to contain high amounts of dark matter due to their unique 

structure and low star formation. 

Testing Cosmological 

Models 

Observations challenge the standard cosmological model, which fails to explain 

many GLSB properties—forcing scientists to rethink galactic dynamics. 

What are GLSB Galaxies? 

 GLSB (Giant Low Surface Brightness) galaxies are huge spiral galaxies with large disks but low stellar 

density and low surface brightness. 

 They typically have: 

o Less star formation despite abundant hydrogen. 

o Low-mass black holes at their centers. 

o A uniform mass distribution near their core (unlike standard dense galaxy centers). 

o Potential to be dark matter-rich systems. 

Example:Malin 1 – 6.5 times wider than the Milky Way. 

Link to Dark Matter: 

 GLSBs deviate from expected models of galaxy formation and evolution. 

 The presence of dark-matter halos spinning rapidly might explain their large, low-density structures. 

 The Bullseye Galaxy provides an opportunity to validate or challenge existing theories regarding 

dark matter behavior. 

Implications for India and Global Scientific Research: 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 Indian astrophysicist Dr. Mousumi Das emphasized that such ring galaxies may be transitional forms 

leading to GLSBs. 

 These findings, if confirmed through further observation and simulation, could: 

o Enhance global understanding of cosmic structure formation. 

o Contribute to India’s space science research, particularly through institutions like the Indian 

Institute of Astrophysics and collaborations with international telescopes. 

Challenges and the Road Ahead: 

 Though promising, confirming Bullseye as a GLSB candidate is complex: 

o Most GLSBs are isolated, while Bullseye had a collision-based origin. 

o Further longitudinal studies and simulations are needed. 

 There is speculation that a 10th ring may have existed but faded—a reminder of the fleeting nature 

of cosmic features. 

Conclusion: 

The Bullseye Galaxy's discovery opens a new frontier in observational cosmology, linking galactic collisions 

with dark matter research and galactic morphology. If confirmed, it could be the first real-time case of a 

ring galaxy transforming into a GLSB galaxy, potentially reshaping our understanding of the invisible forces 

that govern the universe. 

Quote for enrichment: 

“In astronomy, what we see is important, but what we can’t see — like dark matter — might define the fate 

of galaxies themselves.” 

 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques :“The Bullseye Galaxy may hold the key to understanding the evolution of low surface brightness 

galaxies and the distribution of dark matter.” Discuss in the context of recent astronomical findings.(250 

words) 
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Page 08 : GS 2 :International Relations 

India and China, as two Asian giants and ancient civilizations, mark 75 years of diplomatic ties in 2025. 

However, this milestone arrives not with celebration, but with caution. The relationship has evolved from 

Nehruvian idealism to a cold, calculated geopolitical competition, shaped by border tensions, strategic 

mistrust, economic entanglements, and regional rivalry. 

Former Foreign Secretary Nirupama Rao emphasizes that it is not a time for sentiment, but for strategy — 

one that ensures military preparedness, economic resilience, and diplomatic balance. 
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Core Strategic Themes: 

1. From Engagement to Strategic Vigilance 

 Post-Galwan (2020), India’s China policy shifted from engagement-based diplomacy to strategic 

containment. 

 Over 60,000 troops permanently stationed in Eastern Ladakh; LAC remains tense. 

 Despite military friction, engagement continues via diplomatic channels like the Expert Level 

Mechanism (ELM) and BRICS, SCO platforms. 

2. “China Lens” in Foreign Policy 

 Nearly all Indian strategic decisions — from border infrastructure to tech regulations — are now 

made through the "China lens". 

 India’s balancing act: Deterrence without provocation, competition without confrontation. 

3. Competitive Coexistence – A Defining Doctrine 

 India seeks regional parity, not dependence, and competes in areas like infrastructure diplomacy 

(e.g., BIMSTEC, SAGAR), vaccine diplomacy, and strategic connectivity projects. 

 Despite banning apps and tightening FDI rules, India’s trade deficit with China remains near $100 

billion, indicating deep economic interlinkages. 

Regional Challenges and China’s Footprint in South Asia: 

Country Chinese Strategic Presence India's Response 

Sri Lanka Hambantota Port, Colombo Port City SAGAR doctrine, currency swap, fuel aid 

Nepal Pokhara Airport, BRI talks Soft diplomacy, high-level visits 

Maldives Infrastructure loans, new govt tilt First-responder diplomacy, radar installations 

India must shift from reactive diplomacy to long-term regional engagement to prevent strategic 

encirclement. 

Narrative Battles and Strategic Messaging: 

 Influence now depends not just on ports and roads, but also on perceptions. 

 Bangladesh’s comment about India’s northeast being “landlocked” in Beijing was symbolic of 

China's strategic narrative framing. 

 India must invest in regional trust, cross-border infrastructure, and narrative control through 

proactive diplomacy. 
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U.S. Factor and Strategic Autonomy: 

 With Trump's return to the White House, U.S.-China rivalry may intensify. 

 India could face pressure to align more closely with the West in Indo-Pacific dynamics. 

 However, strategic autonomy remains India’s core principle — balancing ties with the U.S. while 

managing China. 

Recent Thaw – Symbolic Yet Significant: 

 PM Modi’s March 2025 remarks on the Lex Fridman podcast, emphasizing “healthy competition,” 

received a positive response from Beijing. 

 Outcomes: 

o Resumption of verification patrols on the LAC (Jan 2025) 

o Revival of Kailash Mansarovar Yatra talks 

o Agreement on hydrological data-sharing 

This reflects a "thaw without illusions" — cautious optimism amid continued mistrust. 

Unresolved Threats: 

 China’s planned dam on Yarlung Tsangpo (Brahmaputra) near Arunachal raises fears of water 

weaponisation. 

 Absence of a water-sharing treaty, lack of hydrological transparency, and ecological risks amplify 

concerns. 

 India must push for multilateral environmental safeguards and hydro-diplomacy frameworks. 

Policy Recommendations – A Four-Pillar China Strategy: 

1. Military Readiness: Strategic deterrence along the LAC; maintain status quo with force posture. 

2. Economic Diversification: Reduce dependence in pharmaceuticals, electronics, and infrastructure 

inputs. 

3. Diplomatic Engagement: Continue dialogues through SCO, BRICS, and climate forums. 

4. Narrative Control: Regional partnerships, soft power projection, and info warfare capabilities. 

Conclusion: 

At 75 years of bilateral ties, the India-China relationship is neither friendly nor frozen — it is a nuanced 

interplay of rivalry and responsibility. India’s strategy of “competitive coexistence” offers a path that avoids 

war, resists coercion, and asserts regional agency. It is time for India to lead with strategy, not sentiment — 

and ensure that China is not a threat to manage, but a challenge that shapes India’s rise as a global power. 
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Quote for enrichment: 

“In the mirror of China, India must not see constraint, but its capacity for global leadership.” 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :"India’s China policy must balance competition with calibrated coexistence." Discuss in the context 

of recent developments in India-China relations.(250 words) 
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In News :  Yak 

Nepal observed its first-ever ‘National Yak Day’ on April 20, 2025, to honor the cultural, ecological, and 

economic value of the yak in the Himalayan region. 

Why in the News? 

 The International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) urged stakeholders to 

elevate the yak to its rightful place in the sustainable development agenda, especially across the 

Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH) region. 

 ICIMOD emphasised that indigenous communities like the Sherpa, Tamang, Thakali, Rai, and Limbu 

have historically protected and practiced yak herding, linking it with food security, cultural identity, 

and biodiversity conservation. 

Biological and Geographic Features of Yak 

 Scientific Name:Wild yak: Bos mutus; Domesticated yak: Bos grunniens 

 Habitat: Wild yaks inhabit alpine tundra at altitudes of 5000 to 7000 meters. They thrive in 

environments such as alpine meadows, alpine steppes, and desert steppes. 

 Geographic distribution: Found throughout the Himalayan region, Tibetan plateau, Mongolia, and 

parts of South-Central Asia. 

 In India, yaks are reared in Arunachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and the 

union territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. 

Physical Characteristics of Yak 

 Wild yaks are around 2 meters tall at the shoulder, while domesticated yaks are smaller. 

 They have long, shaggy hair for insulation and curved horns, with larger horns in males. 

 Their lung capacity is nearly three times that of cattle, with smaller red blood cells, making them 

highly adapted to high-altitude, low-oxygen environments. 

 Yaks are herbivorous, feeding on grasses and alpine plants. 

Uses and Socio-Economic Importance: 

 Domesticated yaks are used for milk, meat, and as pack animals, transporting goods across 

mountain passes. 

 They are also used in climbing and trekking expeditions, capable of ascending up to 20,000 feet. 
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 Yaks are often crossbred with domestic cattle to produce dzo or chauri gai, which are adaptable 

hybrids used in agropastoralism across altitudinal gradients. 

 Conservation Status: Wild yaks are listed as ‘Vulnerable’ on the IUCN Red List, indicating the need 

for urgent conservation efforts to protect their habitats and genetic diversity. 

UPSC PrelimsPractice Question 

Ques :Which of the following statements regarding National Yak Day observed in Nepal is/are 

correct? 

1. It was observed for the first time on April 20, 2025. 

2. It aims to highlight the cultural, ecological, and economic value of yaks in the Himalayan region. 

3. The event was launched by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations. 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(A) 1 and 2 only 

(B) 2 and 3 only 

(C) 1 and 3 only 

(D) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : A) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 03:Indian Economy 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:“Creativity is the bedrock of innovation, and 

innovation is key to sustainable development.” In this context, discuss the role of 

India’s creative economy in achieving inclusive and resilient growth.(250 words) 
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Context : 

India has a rich legacy of creativity — from ancient metallurgy to contemporary digital design. As the 

country moves toward becoming a $5 trillion economy, investing in the creative economy can catalyze 

inclusive, sustainable, and innovation-led growth. With global creative services and goods exports valued 

at over $2 trillion, India has the potential to emerge as a major global player, provided the right policy, 

funding, and grassroots support are mobilized. 

Understanding the Creative Economy: 

Feature Key Data 

Global Size (2022) $2+ trillion in annual revenue; 50 million jobs 

Top Sectors (UNCTAD) Software services (41.3%), R&D (30.7%), Advertising & Design (15.5%) 

India’s Creative Exports (2019) $121 billion (Services: $100B, Goods: $21B) 

Current Valuation (2024) $30 billion; employs 8% of working population 

Recent Growth 20% rise in exports (2023–24), over $11 billion earned 

Challenges and Opportunities: 

Challenges: 

1. Creativity-Innovation Gap: 

o High levels of creativity do not translate into scalable innovations due to lack of institutional 

support. 

2. Poor Investment at Grassroots Level: 

o Creative ideas like mitti cool refrigerator, amphibious bicycle, etc., lack access to venture 

capital and R&D grants. 

3. Weak IP Protection Framework: 

o Informal innovations, especially at the grassroots, are often unprotected by the existing IP 

regime. 

4. Fragmented Ecosystem: 

o Lack of coordination between creators, innovators, and commercialisation agencies. 

Opportunities: 

1. One District One Innovation (ODOI): 

o Inspired by the One District One Product (ODOP) model, this can unlock regional innovation. 
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2. Climate Change Adaptation: 

o Grassroots creativity in climate tech (e.g. flood control models) can be scaled for national 

resilience. 

3. Creative-Driven Employment Generation: 

o Sectors like arts, crafts, design, media, and digital services can boost rural and urban 

employment. 

4. Integration with Digital India and Skill India: 

o Strengthening innovation clusters under Startup India and Digital India can mainstream 

creative jobs. 

Case Studies: 

Case Relevance 

Antrodam Project – Indonesia 
Biomimicry in flood control — shows how student-led creativity 

can offer scalable eco-solutions. 

Grassroots Innovation Augmentation 

Network (GIAN) 

Helped identify and promote 100s of low-cost rural innovations in 

India. 

Mitti Cool Fridge 
Clay-based, electricity-free cooling solution — needs capital for 

scaling and IP protection. 

 

Policy Suggestions: 

1. Establish a National Creative Economy Mission 

o With dedicated funding, incubation, and export support, especially for informal and 

indigenous innovations. 

2. Promote ODOI (One District One Innovation) 

o Institutionalise local innovation as part of district-level economic development planning. 

3. Strengthen IP Framework for Grassroots Innovators 

o Tailored IP support and legal aid for local creators. 

4. Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) in Creative Sectors 

o Leverage CSR and impact investment in arts, climate tech, and agri-innovation. 

5. Innovation Funds for Climate Adaptation 

o Direct funding from climate finance to local creative adaptation projects. 

Conclusion: 

India’s path to inclusive development lies not just in digital tech or manufacturing, but in unlocking the full 

potential of its creative capital. A synergistic approach to creativity, innovation, and policy support will 
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drive sustainable livelihoods, cultural preservation, and resilience to climate change. As Balakrishna Pisupati 

argues, investing in creativity is no longer optional — it is foundational to India’s future economy. 

Quote for Enrichment: 

“Creativity is thinking up new things. Innovation is doing new things.” – Theodore Levitt 
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