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Page 01: GS2& 3: International Relations | Internal Security  

Following an agreement between India and Pakistan 

on a ceasefire along the Line of Control (LoC), a 

tentative calm has returned to the border regions of 

Jammu and Kashmir. The recent escalation had 

resulted in civilian casualties, displacement, and 

widespread damage to property. 

Key Issues and Themes: 

1. Ceasefire and Cross-border Tensions 

 The India-Pakistan ceasefire agreement has 

brought temporary relief to border residents. 

 The LoC has historically witnessed frequent 

ceasefire violations, affecting thousands living 

in frontline villages. 

 Over 18 civilians were killed in recent shelling, 

with Poonch district alone accounting for 14 

deaths. 

2. Humanitarian Crisis 

 Civilian displacement due to shelling led to 

over 500 people taking refuge in temporary 

shelters like schools and government 

buildings. 

 Emotional and psychological distress is visible, 

especially among children and the elderly, 

highlighting the hidden costs of cross-border 

tensions. 

3. Risk of Unexploded Ordnance (UXOs) 
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 Return to normalcy is hindered by unexploded munitions left behind in villages near the LoC. 

 Security forces have advised against immediate return until thorough sanitization is carried out, 

underlining the continuing danger despite the ceasefire. 

4. Rehabilitation and Reconstruction 

 Damage to public infrastructure (police stations, court complexes) and private homes demands 

immediate attention and state support. 

 Long-term rehabilitation must include rebuilding homes, restoring schools, and offering trauma 

counseling. 

5. Voices for Peace and Political Appeals 

 Leaders across political parties have called for sustained peace and prioritization of dialogue. 

 Mehbooba Mufti's appeal emphasizes the cost of war for common people and criticizes war-

mongering narratives that ignore ground realities. 

Conclusion: 

 The recent calm along the LoC brings a flicker of hope for thousands displaced and affected by 

cross-border shelling. However, long-term peace depends not just on silence of guns but on 

political will, diplomatic engagement, and robust humanitarian rehabilitation. As the region awaits 

the return of its displaced residents, the episode serves as a reminder that war impacts the most 

vulnerable the hardest—making peace not just a diplomatic goal, but a moral imperative. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Ceasefire agreements between India and Pakistan offer temporary relief but fail to address long-term peace 

and stability. Critically examine. 
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Page 02 : Prelims Fact 

Fisherfolk in Tamil Nadu and Kerala are strongly opposing a proposed hydrocarbon exploration project in 

the Wadge Bank area near Kanniyakumari, fearing it will endanger marine biodiversity and their livelihoods. 

 

What is the Issue? 

 The Union Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has invited bids for oil and gas exploration under 

the Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP). 
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 The proposed sites (3 blocks) cover over 27,000 sq km of ocean south of Cape Comorin 

(Kanniyakumari). 

 One of these areas overlaps with the Wadge Bank, a highly productive marine fishing ground. 

About Wadge Bank: 

 It is a marine zone south of Cape Comorin, spanning approximately 10,000 sq km. 

 Known for abundant fishery resources, it supports small-scale fishers from multiple districts in Tamil 

Nadu and Kerala. 

 It acts as a natural disaster buffer for the coastline. 

Concerns Raised by Stakeholders: 

 Livelihood threat: Fishers fear displacement from key fishing zones, longer sailing distances, and 

reduced catch. 

 Environmental risk: Drilling may lead to marine pollution (air and water), affecting marine 

ecosystems. 

 Lack of consultation: Local communities were not consulted before finalising the project. 

 Legal and procedural lapses: No public hearing held and no-objection certificate (NOC) yet from the 

Tamil Nadu government. 

Relevance for UPSC Prelims: 

 Themes & Concepts to Focus On: 

o Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) 

o Geography of Wadge Bank (location, biodiversity significance) 

o Marine ecosystems and environmental impact of drilling 

o Rights of fishing communities and environmental governance 

o Role of Centre and States in resource projects in territorial waters 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques :Consider the following statements about the Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy 

(HELP): 

1. It allows a uniform license for exploration and production of all forms of hydrocarbons. 

2. It mandates public hearings and state approval for offshore blocks beyond 12 nautical miles. 
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3. It replaces the New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP). 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

Ans : b) 
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Page : 03 :Prelims Fact 

A woman in Malappuram, Kerala, remains in critical condition due to Nipah virus infection. The state has 

initiated extensive contact tracing, fever surveillance, and treatment under the Nipah response protocol. 

 

What is Nipah Virus? 

 Zoonotic virus transmitted from animals to humans (primarily fruit bats of the Pteropus genus). 

 First identified in Malaysia in 1998, outbreaks in India have occurred in West Bengal and Kerala 

(notably in 2018 and 2023). 
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 High fatality rate and no specific treatment or vaccine available. 

 Symptoms include fever, headache, drowsiness, respiratory distress, and encephalitis. 

Key Developments in the Current Case: 

 The 42-year-old woman from Valanchery remains in a coma; treated with monoclonal antibodies as 

part of the official Nipah treatment protocol. 

 112 persons identified in her contact list, with 42 testing Nipah negative so far. 

 81 contacts are from Malappuram, others from Palakkad, Kozhikode, and a few from other districts. 

 Health officials conducted fever surveillance covering over 3,800 houses, with 87% of target reached 

in Valanchery area. 

Preventive and Containment Measures: 

 Contact tracing and testing 

 Quarantine and isolation for high-risk contacts 

 Fever surveillance by trained health workers 

 Joint outbreak investigation involving the Animal Husbandry Department to assess animal-to-

human transmission 

 Community awareness to avoid consumption of contaminated fruits or contact with infected 

individuals/animals 

Relevance for UPSC Prelims: 

 Topics to Focus On: 

o Zoonotic diseases (Nipah, Ebola, H1N1, etc.) 

o Disease surveillance mechanisms in India 

o Role of State and Central Health Departments in outbreak control 

o Use of monoclonal antibodies in treatment 

o Institutions like ICMR, NIV Pune, and their role in virus testing and research 

UPSC PrelimsPractice Question 

Ques: Consider the following statements regarding the Nipah virus: 

1. It is a zoonotic virus primarily transmitted by fruit bats. 

2. There is an approved vaccine available globally for Nipah virus. 

3. Human-to-human transmission of Nipah virus is possible. 
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) All of the above 

Ans : b) 
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Page 06 : Prelims Fact 

The Sample Registration System (SRS) 2021 report released by the Registrar General of India (RGI) 

highlights important demographic trends in India, including the Total Fertility Rate (TFR), ageing 

population, and shifts in the working-age group. 
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Key Facts: 

 TFR (2021): 2.0 (unchanged from 2020) 

 Highest TFR: Bihar (3.0) 

 Lowest TFR: Delhi and West Bengal (1.4) 

 Replacement Level TFR: 2.1 

 States below replacement level: Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, etc. 

Other Vital Stats: 

 0–14 age group: Declined from 41.2% (1971) to 24.8% (2021) 

 15–59 age group (working population): Increased from 53.4% to 66.2% 

 60+ age group: Increased from 6% to 9%; Kerala has the highest elderly proportion (14.4%) 

Sample Size: 

 Survey conducted across 8,842 sample units, covering 84 lakh people. 

KeyAnalysis: 

 TFR: Average number of children a woman would bear over her lifetime. 

 Population Stabilisation: The national TFR of 2.0 indicates that India is nearing a demographic 

stabilisation phase, with most states below or at the replacement level. 

 Demographic Dividend: The rise in 15–59 age group to 66.2% shows India is still in the window of 

demographic dividend, but the rising 60+ population warns of a future ageing burden. 

 Regional Disparities: States like Bihar and UP still have high fertility, indicating unequal 

demographic transition across India. 

 Social Indicators: Rise in mean age of female marriage (from 19.3 in 1990 to 22.5 in 2021) reflects 

better education, awareness, and policy impact. 

 Policy Implication: Need for tailored state-level interventions to address high fertility in lagging 

states like Bihar. 

 Centre-State Coordination: States must be consulted in demographic policy, as the Union Budget 

2024 proposed a high-powered committee, which is still pending formation. 

 Ageing Challenge: The increasing elderly population will place stress on healthcare, pensions, and 

social security systems in the coming decades. 
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 Workforce Planning: Decline in youth population and rise in elder population requires long-term 

labour policy and skill training programmes. 

Conclusion: 

India has achieved replacement level fertility at the national level, signaling a major demographic 

transition. However, regional disparities, rising ageing population, and policy delays remain key concerns. 

Timely Census and demographic planning are essential to manage India’s socio-economic development in 

the next decades. 

UPSC PrelimsPractice Question 

Ques : Which of the following statements best describes Total Fertility Rate (TFR)? 

a) The number of children a couple needs to replace themselves in the population 

b) The average number of children born to a woman during her reproductive years 

c) The percentage of population below 15 years of age 

d) The average birth rate per 1,000 population 

Ans: b) 
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Page 09 : GS 2: Social Justice 

Women across India and South Asia have been central to environmental and land rights movements - from 

resisting mining in Odisha and Jharkhand to opposing nuclear projects in Tamil Nadu.  

 However, despite their leadership and lived experiences, their roles are often unrecognised in 

decision-making, legal frameworks, and climate policies. This reflects a deeper systemic gender 

exclusion within development and governance. 
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Key Issues Highlighted: 

1. Invisibility in Decision-Making 

 Women lead community resistance but are excluded from land and development consultations. 

 "Free, Prior and Informed Consent" (FPIC) processes often lack meaningful female participation. 

 Consultations are male-dominated, devaluing women's knowledge and concerns as “emotional” or 

“non-expert.” 

2. Legal and Institutional Gaps 

 Laws like Forest Rights Act (2006) and PESA Act (1996) acknowledge women's rights, but 

implementation remains flawed. 

 Women’s names are missing from land titles; they are often not counted as household heads — 

excluding them from compensation. 

 State land redistribution schemes overlook single women, widows, and undocumented women. 

 Customary laws frequently override formal legal rights in tribal areas, weakening enforcement of 

gender equality. 

3. Gendered Impact of Climate Change 

 Environmental stress worsens women’s burdens (longer walks for water, unpaid care work, health 

issues). 

 Climate resilience and adaptation frameworks often fail to incorporate women's traditional 

ecological knowledge or ensure their participation in planning. 

 Structural patriarchy and exclusion continue even in climate action spaces. 

4. Undervalued Women’s Leadership 

 Movements like Narmada Bachao Andolan have seen iconic women leaders, but grassroots female 

activists are rarely given leadership roles in formal negotiations. 

 Women remain the backbone of mobilisation but not the face of policy dialogue. 

Conclusion: 
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 True democratic development and climate justice demand more than token participation. They 

require a structural shift in how governments, corporations, and civil society acknowledge and 

integrate women’s voices - not just as victims, but as visionaries. Women’s inclusion must be 

institutionalised at every stage: from planning and resistance to ownership and compensation. Their 

invisibility in policy must end, and their leadership must be empowered for a truly inclusive and 

resilient future. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: Despite being at the forefront of resistance movements, women in India remain invisible in 

development planning. Critically examine. (150 Words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 
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Context : 

India is at a critical juncture in its manufacturing journey. Despite multiple policy interventions, the sector 

lags behind global standards in terms of per capita value addition, productivity, and technological 

innovation. In a world moving towards high-tech, innovation-led manufacturing, India needs a structural 

reset to stay competitive. 

Key Issues Highlighted: 

1. Manufacturing Gap and Global Comparison 

 India’s per capita manufacturing value added is only $0.32K compared to the global average of $2K. 

 Productivity in India is $8.9K versus the global average of $32K. 

 Countries like China, Malaysia, and Taiwan have surged ahead through focused R&D investment and 

industrial strategy. 

2. Shortcomings in Technical Education 

 Current engineering education overemphasizes academic grades, rote memorization, and standard 

problem-solving. 

 There's limited exposure to real-world manufacturing challenges or innovation processes. 

 A shift is needed to foster creativity, interdisciplinary learning, and practical engagement through 

advanced labs and workshops. 

3. Neglect of Core Engineering 

 While India emphasizes emerging fields like AI and IT, core engineering disciplines (mechanical, civil, 

electrical, chemical, textiles, metallurgy) form the foundation of industrial capacity. 

 These sectors are essential for developing indigenous infrastructure, transportation, and industrial 

machinery across diverse geographies. 

4. Need for an Innovation Ecosystem in Manufacturing 

 India’s startup success has largely been in the services sector due to a strong digital ecosystem. 

 A similar manufacturing ecosystem with capital support, R&D labs, plug-and-play parks, and rapid 

prototyping facilities is required. 

Paper 03:Indian Economy 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:India’s manufacturing sector needs a structural 

reset rather than isolated reforms." Examine this statement in the context of 

global manufacturing trends and domestic challenges. (250 words) 
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 Proposals include raising R&D spending to 2% of GDP and an additional 1% of GDP for industrial 

infrastructure. 

5. Policy Imperatives and Strategic Focus 

 Manufacturing strategy must shift from a sectoral to a systems-based approach, linking education, 

industry, and research. 

 Design and execution of state-specific industrial parks with rapid setup mechanisms, testing labs, 

and certification support is essential. 

 Universities and engineering colleges must realign curricula with industry needs, applied research, 

and product development skills. 

Conclusion: 

 India’s path to becoming a manufacturing powerhouse lies not in chasing high-tech labels alone but 

in rebuilding core engineering capabilities, restructuring technical education, and investing 

significantly in R&D and infrastructure. With global supply chains realigning and high-tech 

competition intensifying, India must act with urgency to transform its manufacturing base into a 

globally competitive, innovation-driven ecosystem. 

 


