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Page 01: Prelims Fact 

 

Key Factual Highlights: 

 Announced by: India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
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 Monsoon has reached: 

o South Bay of Bengal 

o South Andaman Sea 

o Nicobar Islands 

o Parts of North Andaman Sea 

 Expected Time to Reach Mainland (Kerala): 

o Usually ~10 days after reaching the Andaman Sea 

o Exact onset date over Kerala to be announced later by IMD (usually around June 1) 

Prelims-Relevant Concepts: 

1. Southwest Monsoon Onset: 

 Normal Onset over Kerala: 1st June 

 First area to be covered: Andaman & Nicobar Islands, then progresses northwestward 

2. Significance of Monsoon Onset: 

 Marks the beginning of the rainy season in India 

 Crucial for agriculture (kharif crop sowing) 

 Impacts water reservoirs, power generation, rural employment 

3. IMD Monitoring Parameters: 

 To declare monsoon onset over Kerala, IMD checks: 

o Rainfall patterns over specific stations 

o Wind speed and direction (westerlies at 850 hPa) 

o Outgoing Longwave Radiation (OLR) values 

o Moisture presence (precipitable water). 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques : With reference to the southwest monsoon in India, consider the following statements: 

1. The normal onset of monsoon over Kerala is around the third week of May. 

2. The southwest monsoon first arrives in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands before reaching the mainland. 

3. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) uses wind pattern and rainfall criteria to declare the monsoon onset. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 2 and 3 only 

b) 1 and 2 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : b) 
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Page 06 : GS 2 : International Relations 

India has officially notified the World Trade Organization (WTO) about its plan to impose retaliatory tariffs 

on $7.6 billion worth of U.S. imports. This is in response to the U.S. imposing 25% tariffs on steel and 

aluminium imports, including from India, citing national security. 

 

Key Issues & Dimensions: 

1. India-U.S. Trade Tensions: 
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 The U.S. initially imposed tariffs in 2018 during Donald Trump’s first term. 

 The move was intensified in March 2025 by removing product and country-specific exemptions. 

 India had sought bilateral talks in April 2025, which were declined by the U.S. 

2. India's Stand at the WTO: 

 India termed the U.S. tariffs as "safeguard measures in disguise", not national security. 

 It claimed a violation of WTO rules under: 

 GATT 1994 

 Agreement on Safeguards (AoS) – particularly Article 12.3 (consultation clause) 

 As a result, India has asserted its right to suspend concessions, i.e., impose reciprocal tariffs. 

3. Economic Impact: 

 The U.S. tariffs affected Indian exports worth $7.6 billion. 

 India aims to collect an equivalent $1.91 billion in retaliatory tariffs on selected U.S. imports. 

 India will inform WTO’s Council for Trade in Goods and Committee on Safeguards of the next steps. 

Mains Relevance & Analysis: 

 Multilateralism vs. Protectionism: 

o The case exemplifies increasing unilateralism by developed countries under the guise of 

"national security". 

o India’s step to approach WTO reflects its commitment to multilateral trade rules and 

institutional resolution mechanisms. 

 National Security Exception – A Grey Zone in WTO: 

o U.S. invoked Article XXI of GATT (security exception), which is self-judging but controversial. 

o India challenges this, stating it’s not a legitimate basis to impose broad-based tariffs. 

o Highlights a major gap in WTO’s dispute settlement jurisprudence. 

 India's Use of Retaliatory Rights: 

o Under WTO, members can suspend concessions if affected unfairly. 

o India is using the legal remedy route, showing maturity and strategic assertion in global trade 

governance. 

 Strain on Bilateral Trade Relations: 

o Comes at a time when India-U.S. are negotiating broader trade frameworks. 

o Reflects the fragility of economic diplomacy when national interests and political optics 

override cooperation. 

Conclusion : 
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 India's decision to notify retaliatory tariffs under WTO mechanisms highlights its resolve to protect 

national trade interests within a multilateral framework. At a time of rising protectionism, India has 

asserted the importance of rule-based global trade. However, such trade frictions with the U.S. also 

underline the need for a stable and mutually respectful economic dialogue to prevent escalation 

and safeguard long-term strategic partnership goals. 

 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques :India’s use of the WTO’s retaliatory mechanisms in response to U.S. tariffs reflects both economic 

assertiveness and a commitment to multilateralism. In this context, discuss the implications of invoking 

safeguard provisions under international trade law and its impact on India-U.S. relations. 
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Page : 08 :GS 3 : Environment & Ecology 

This editorial revisits the idea popularised by environmentalist Sunderlal Bahuguna: "Ecology is the 

permanent economy." It argues that ecological well-being is not separate from, but foundational to, 

economic and human survival. The piece blends scientific, historical, ethical, and emotional perspectives to 

argue that sustainability must stem from an internal transformation in our values and lifestyle. 

 

Key Takeaways and Dimensions for Mains Answer Writing: 

1. Core Message: Ecology = Economy 
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 Human prosperity, security, and survival are interlinked with ecological health. 

 Economy built on ecological degradation is inherently unsustainable. 

 Sustainability, thus, is not a balancing act between two opposing goals but a holistic vision that 

includes ecology at its core. 

2. Historical Progression of Human-Nature Relationship 

 Early humans: used resources for survival. 

 Organised societies: collective and planned exploitation. 

 Modern globalised world: anticipatory exploitation—a behavior no other species exhibits. 

 This shift has led to an unsustainable consumption pattern and climate destabilisation. 

3. Current Challenges 

 Accelerated climate change due to intensified human activity. 

 Dual paradox: humans depend on ecosystems for survival but continue to degrade them for 

consumption. 

 Nature-based solutions (NbS) are being pursued globally (e.g., mangrove conservation, blue 

carbon), but with continued exploitation, they are insufficient unless backed by deeper 

transformation. 

4. Call for Ethical & Emotional Transformation 

 The crisis is not just environmental but moral — an existential reckoning. 

 Science alone is not enough; emotion, empathy, and ethics are crucial. 

 Humans have the unique ability to emotionally reconnect with nature — this should be the basis of 

conservation strategies. 

5. Policy and Governance Implications 

 Development planning must internalise ecological constraints. 

 Climate policies should promote lifestyle change (e.g., LiFE mission – Lifestyle for Environment). 

 Promote emotional ecological education—conservation as a value, not a regulation. 

Conclusion: 

 Reimagining ecology as the true economy shifts the lens from short-term growth to long-term 

survival. Only by recognising this truth can humanity pursue a path of development that is 

equitable, ethical, and ecologically secure. 
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UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques: Ecology is the permanent economy." In light of this statement, critically examine the need to realign 

development and conservation in the context of the ongoing environmental crisis. 
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Page 08 : GS 2 : International Relations 

The recent trade agreement between the U.S. and China, involving a 

temporary reduction in tariffs, signals a thaw in the long-standing trade 

war. While global markets have reacted positively, the deal raises both 

opportunities and challenges for India, especially in the context of its 

trade policy, manufacturing ambitions, and geopolitical positioning. 

Key Highlights of the Deal: 

 U.S. Tariffs on Chinese goods reduced from 145% to 30% for 90 

days. 

 China’s tariffs on U.S. goods reduced from 125% to 10%. 

 Markets surged globally (2%-3.8%) on the news. 

 Ongoing negotiations to address deeper issues like the U.S. trade 

deficit with China. 

Implications for India : 

1. Shift in Investor Sentiment & Manufacturing Outlook 

 A successful U.S.-China rapprochement may drive investors and 

manufacturers back to China, due to its cost-efficiency and scale 

advantages. 

 India’s opportunity under the “China+1” strategy may weaken 

unless it makes urgent reforms to remain competitive. 

2. Impact on India’s Trade Diplomacy with the U.S. 

 India is negotiating a trade deal with the U.S., while 

simultaneously retaliating against U.S. tariffs on Indian steel and 

aluminium. 

 This parallel negotiation-retaliation approach reflects tensions 

and trust deficits in India-U.S. trade relations. 
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3. Persistent Trade Deficit with China 

 India’s trade deficit with China remains large and growing. 

 Despite the “Make in India” initiative, there is deep reliance on Chinese imports, especially in 

electronics, machinery, and APIs (pharmaceuticals). 

4. Structural Reforms Needed for Scalable Manufacturing 

 Without land and labour reforms at the state level, India cannot attract global manufacturing at 

scale. 

 The editorial rightly argues: “Make in India” is inextricably linked to “Import from China” — unless 

competitiveness is built from within. 

Broader Issues for Mains Discussion: 

 A. Geopolitical Strategy: 

o India needs to balance between competing power blocs without appearing to align with either. 

o Trade policies must be integrated with strategic concerns in the Indo-Pacific and QUAD 

frameworks. 

 Trade Diversification & Resilience: 

o India must deepen trade ties with ASEAN, EU, and African nations. 

o Focus on FTAs (e.g., with UAE, Australia, EU under discussion) and supply chain resilience 

initiatives (e.g., with Japan, Australia). 

 Institutional Readiness: 

o The Centre must work closely with States for regulatory simplification, logistics infrastructure, 

and ease of doing business to attract investment. 

Way Forward: 

 Accelerate factor market reforms (land, labour). 

 Promote R&D-led indigenous manufacturing. 

 Strengthen alternative trade partnerships and regional supply chains. 

 Negotiate balanced and fair trade pacts with transparency and domestic preparedness. 

Conclusion: 
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 The U.S.-China deal is a reminder that global economic equations are dynamic. India’s trade and 

manufacturing policies must become proactive and reform-oriented to turn global shifts into 

domestic opportunity. 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques : • The U.S.-China trade agreement offers a momentary relief in global trade tensions but also 

poses long-term implications for India’s trade strategy and manufacturing competitiveness. Discuss. 
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Page 09: GS 3: Indian Economy 

The tragic suicide of Kailash Arjun Nagare, a nationally awarded young farmer from Maharashtra, has 

drawn attention to India’s deep-rooted irrigation inequities and unsustainable water management 

practices. Despite India's status as the largest consumer of water in agriculture, access to irrigation remains 

inequitable, inefficient, and unsustainable, exacerbating both economic and environmental distress. 

 

Key Issues Highlighted: 
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1. Irrigation Inequity and Social Injustice 

 India faces economic scarcity of water due to unequal access, even where physical water may be 

available. 

 Groundwater irrigation systems (e.g., tube wells) have worsened inequality. 

 Marginalised groups, especially women, bear the brunt of water shortages and climate change 

impacts. 

2. Unsustainable Expansion of Irrigation 

 India consumes 688 BCM water annually in agriculture — highest globally. 

 Over 36% of global unsustainable irrigation expansion (2000–2015) happened in India. 

 Misplaced emphasis on water-intensive crops (rice, wheat, sugarcane) in water-stressed areas like 

Punjab and Maharashtra. 

3. Environmental & Energy Costs 

 Over-extraction of groundwater has led to: 

 17% units 'over-exploited' 

 3.9% in 'critical' condition 

 Groundwater irrigation contributes to 8–11% of India’s total CO₂ emissions (45–62 million tonnes). 

 Irrigation efficiency in India is only 38%, far below global standards (~55%). 

4. Low Irrigation Water Productivity (IWP) 

 High land productivity ≠ efficient water use. 

 Punjab (rice) and Tamil Nadu (sugarcane) have low IWP despite high crop output. 

 Continuous flooding of rice fields makes it a top contributor to global GHG emissions from 

croplands. 

Way Forward (Recommendations): 

 Policy & Regulatory Measures 

o Rationalise cropping patterns based on agro-climatic zones. 

o Regulate groundwater through pricing, metering, and incentivisation. 

o Reform land and water rights to improve equitable access. 
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 Technological Interventions 

o Promote Alternate Wetting and Drying (AWD) in paddy. 

o Expand micro-irrigation (drip/sprinkler), especially in sugarcane and horticulture. 

o Encourage solar-powered irrigation, bundled with efficient usage incentives. 

 Participatory and Localised Water Governance 

o Shift from supply-based to demand-driven systems. 

o Scale up Participatory Irrigation Management (PIM) and water user associations. 

o Construct rainwater harvesting structures and tail-water storage pits for supplemental 

irrigation. 

Conclusion: 

 Farmer suicides like that of Kailash Nagare are not isolated tragedies but symptoms of structural 

failures in water governance. Sustainable, equitable, and technology-led irrigation reform is not a 

choice — it is an agricultural necessity and a moral obligation.. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: Discuss the environmental impact of the global shipping industry and evaluate the feasibility of the 

IMO’s proposed Market-Based Mechanism to reduce emissions. (150 Words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 
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Context : 

 The editorial is a critique of India’s education-employment disconnect, pointing out systemic flaws 

in the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, poor implementation, misaligned curriculum, and weak 

linkages between education, research, and industry. It warns against celebrating superficial 

achievements while ignoring core problems like employability, innovation output, and quality 

education. 

Key Issues Raised: 

1. Employability Crisis 

 Graduate employability in 2025: Only 42.6% — virtually unchanged since 2023. 

 Knowledge-intensive employment remains low at 11.72%. 

 Degrees are often irrelevant or outdated, lacking practical value or industry alignment. 

2. NEP 2020: Vision vs Reality 

 Policy goals such as flexible curricula, multiple exits, Indian Knowledge Systems, etc., are poorly 

implemented or superficial. 

 No concrete methodology or funding mechanisms to implement these goals. 

 NEP lacks industry consultation — a critical failure in a market-driven job landscape. 

3. Research, Rankings & Reality Check 

 Government touts rising QS rankings, yet India’s CNCI rank (research quality) is still poor (16th out 

of 19 in G-20). 

 Publication and patent output is weak compared to global clusters. 

 Many mega research projects (Akash tablet, IMPRINT) saw no visible outcomes or accountability. 

4. Start-up Hype vs Real Innovation 

 Indian start-ups celebrated for app-based models (e.g., food delivery), whereas global start-ups 

work on deep tech, semiconductors, pharmaceuticals. 

Paper 02:Social justice 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:India’s education system is producing degrees, not 

employable graduates.” Critically examine the gaps in implementation of the 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and suggest reforms to bridge the 

education-employment divide.(250 words) 
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 Without indigenous science, there can be no indigenous innovation. 

 Start-up culture must be rooted in home-grown R&D and quality education. 

5. Regulatory Bottlenecks – UGC 

 UGC holds both regulatory and financial powers, which stifles academic freedom. 

 There’s no data-driven evaluation of whether curriculum reforms have improved industry relevance 

or student outcomes. 

 The writer calls for a complete overhaul or abolishment of the UGC. 

Key Analysis : 

 Education-Employment Mismatch 

o Challenges the traditional idea that more degrees = better jobs. 

o Links curriculum planning and skill development to employability and national productivity. 

 Flawed Metrics & Institutional Tokenism 

o Global rankings often mislead by emphasizing quantity over quality. 

o India needs focus on knowledge depth, research ethics, and academic-industry collaboration. 

 Policy Implementation Deficit 

o NEP 2020 suffers from a lack of: 

 Budgetary support 

 Institutional coordination 

 Ground-level execution 

 Science-Technology-Innovation Ecosystem 

 Innovation cannot thrive without: 

o Indigenous research 

o Practical skilling 

o Transparent funding in universities 

Conclusion: 

 The true success of educational reforms lies not in rankings or slogans, but in preparing youth for 

meaningful work. India’s demographic dividend will turn into a disaster if education continues to 

remain disconnected from the demands of the real economy. 

 

 


