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Page 01: GS3: Indian Economy 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi commissioned the Vizhinjam International Deepwater Multipurpose 

Seaport in Kerala -India’s first dedicated container transshipment port- developed through a PPP 

model between the Adani Group and Kerala Government. 

 

Prelims Pointers 

Feature Details 

Location Vizhinjam, near Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 

Developer Adani Ports and SEZ Ltd (under PPP with Kerala Govt.) 

Cost ₹8,800 crore 

Unique Feature India’s first dedicated container transshipment port 
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Feature Details 

Natural Depth Nearly 20 metres, ideal for mega container ships 

Strategic Advantage Located close to major East-West shipping route 

Key Benefit 
Reduce India’s reliance on foreign ports for transshipment (e.g., Colombo, 

Singapore, Dubai) 

Associated Scheme Sagarmala Project (Port-led development) 

Logistics Performance 

Index 
India among top 20 globally in shipbuilding 

Related Infrastructure Shipbuilding and repair cluster being developed at Kochi, Kerala 

 

Mains Analysis :  

1. Significance of Vizhinjam Port 

 Strategic Location: Near international sea route; crucial for India’s maritime trade autonomy. 

 Container Transshipment Hub: 75% of India’s transshipment (till now done at foreign ports) will 

now be handled domestically. 

 Revenue Retention: Prevents outflow of Indian funds to foreign ports; enhances national income 

and logistics efficiency. 

2. Economic & Strategic Impact 

 Boost to Blue Economy: Helps realize the potential of India’s 7,500 km coastline. 

 Reduced Logistic Cost: Enhances India’s export competitiveness and ease of doing business. 

 Foreign Trade Efficiency: Strengthens India’s status as a logistics hub in the Indo-Pacific. 

 Private Sector Role: Public-private partnerships (PPP) showcasing innovation & efficiency even 

under a Communist-led State. 
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3. Employment and Regional Development 

 Shipbuilding Cluster at Kochi: Will generate jobs and skill-based opportunities, especially for 

Kerala's youth. 

 Multiplier Effect: Spinoffs in ancillary services — transport, warehousing, repair, tourism, etc. 

4. Alignment with National Programs 

 Sagarmala Project: Enhancing port connectivity and port-led industrialization. 

 Make in India: Encouraging domestic shipbuilding under new policy in Budget 2024–25. 

 Atmanirbhar Bharat: Retaining transshipment revenue within India. 

5. Challenges Ahead 

 Environmental concerns in ecologically fragile zones. 

 Efficient integration with rail-road connectivity inland. 

 Navigating political friction in centre-state-private partnerships. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :“India’s maritime infrastructure is key to its economic self-reliance.” Discuss in the context of the 

Vizhinjam International Port project. 
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Page 03 : GS 3 & 4: Science & Tech and Ethics 

As AI technologies evolve rapidly and permeate every aspect of life—from hiring and surveillance to 

writing books—ethical dilemmas are intensifying. The article raises pressing questions on whether ethics, a 

traditionally slower-moving domain, can adapt to the speed and scope of AI innovation. 

 

Key Ethical Issues Raised 

1. Surveillance vs Privacy 

 AI enables mass facial recognition and tracking without consent. 

 Ethical dilemma: Security vs personal liberty. 

2. Deepfakes & Disinformation 

 AI-generated fake videos or texts can mislead society. 

 Challenge: Identifying truth in the age of synthetic media. 
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3. Bias and Discrimination 

 AI in hiring can perpetuate biases (gender, caste, race) subtly via algorithmic tweaks. 

 Invisible injustice: decisions appear neutral but are not. 

4. Transparency vs Deception 

 Users often unaware whether they’re interacting with humans or AI. 

 E.g., AI-written novels, customer support chatbots. 

 Raises question of informed consent and trust. 

5. Ethics vs Profit 

 Corporate reluctance to enforce ethics may stem from fear of legal regulation. 

 “Will businesses adopt ethical standards that might trigger government oversight?” 

Core Ethical Conflict 

Ethics Legality 

Moral compass; subjective; soft 

regulation 
Codified norms; enforceable; hard regulation 

Driven by intent, values Driven by consequences, compliance 

May lack enforcement Carries penalties, accountability 

 

Can Ethics Keep Pace with AI? 

Challenges 

 AI evolves faster than regulatory or ethical frameworks. 

 Unpredictable future use-cases. 

 Diffused responsibility in decentralized AI models. 
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Needs 

 Global ethical standards (like Asilomar AI Principles). 

 Algorithmic transparency & audit. 

 Ethics-by-design: Embedding ethics at the design stage of AI tools. 

 Legal frameworks with ethical foundations, e.g., EU AI Act. 

Conclusion: 

Ethics must not trail behind innovation. A proactive ethical framework, embedded in design and backed by 

minimal regulation, is essential for responsible AI development. 

Key Takeaways for Essay/Ethics Paper 

 “Morality without enforcement is intention; law without morality is tyranny.” 

 AI is not inherently ethical or unethical—it reflects human intent and design choices. 

 Balance required between innovation, liberty, and social justice. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : Can ethics keep pace with the rapid evolution of Artificial Intelligence? Critically examine.(150 

Words) 
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Page : 06 :GS 2 : International Relations 

The article reflects on the breakdown of the post-World War II global order, the decline of Western-led 

multilateralism, and the emergence of a more equal, multipolar world. It argues that India must reorient its 

strategic vision, embracing technological leadership and regional cooperation to navigate this global shift. 

 

Key Themes & Issues 
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1. Collapse of the Post-Colonial Global Order 

 The traditional donor-recipient model, central to the Western-led globalisation narrative, has 

become obsolete. 

 Institutions like the WTO, UN, and G7 are losing relevance as their founding assumptions no longer 

align with current power realities. 

 China’s rise as the world’s largest donor and trading power challenges Western hegemony.  

2. Shift Towards Bilateralism & Fragmentation 

 Countries are increasingly resorting to bilateral trade agreements over multilateral frameworks. 

 The U.S. uses tariffs and trade terms strategically to serve domestic interests, undermining universal 

trade principles. 

 G7 and G20 consensus is weakening, opening a power vacuum in global agenda-setting. 

3. Asia’s Re-emergence as the Power Centre 

 Asia is regaining its historical share of global wealth and influence, disrupted only during 

colonialism. 

 India, China, and ASEAN nations are becoming central players in global trade, energy, and digital 

networks. 

 The ‘Asian Century’, as highlighted by PM Modi, signifies this shift towards an Eastern-led global 

structure. 

4. India’s Strategic Opportunity 

 India must act like China did two decades ago—use the current institutional collapse as a platform 

for rise, not retreat. 

 Rethinking trade policy, India should push for regional value chains with ASEAN and Africa, moving 

beyond WTO’s non-discrimination framework. 

 India should propose a new cooperative architecture focused on shared prosperity, investment, and 

innovation. 

5. Rethinking Foreign Policy and Governance 

 India’s post-colonial diplomacy has often been moralistic (NAM, UN resolutions) but lacked strategic 

economic thinking. 

 The Bandung Conference (1955) and NAM (1961) promoted peace, but India missed the industrial 

and innovation revolutions. 
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 The emphasis now must shift to economic diplomacy, trade-linked foreign policy, and technology-

first partnerships. 

6. Innovation and Technology as Foundations of Power 

 Global power now rests more on AI, patents, and digital infrastructure than on traditional military or 

trade dominance. 

 China has built a hardware empire (e.g., Huawei, semiconductor tech), while India’s strength lies in 

software and digital stack. 

 India should build large language AI models, invest in open-source technologies, and aim to 

become a global cyber power. 

7. Domestic Consensus and Talent Utilisation 

 A national consensus is crucial to sustain a long-term vision for global leadership. 

 Coordination between States, political parties, academia, and industry is essential to cultivate skills 

and research ecosystems. 

 India must re-invest in foundational needs like affordable electricity, digital infrastructure, and 

research-oriented education. 

Ethical & Governance Implications 

 The global order must reflect equality, fairness, and co-prosperity, not just power equations. 

 India has the moral and demographic potential to offer a non-exploitative model of global 

leadership—based on open source, collaboration, and sustainability. 

 Ethics in diplomacy should evolve beyond abstract morality to encompass fair innovation, data 

sharing, and inclusive trade. 

Way Forward for India 

 Lead in creating Asian and Global South alliances for economic and technological cooperation. 

 Advocate for new global principles of governance rooted in mutual respect and shared prosperity. 

 Build strong domestic capability in AI, semiconductor design, green energy, and sustainable 

infrastructure. 

 Emphasise patents, digital exports, and educational investment as markers of prosperity over mere 

GDP growth. 
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UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques : India’s opportunity lies not in restoring the old global order, but in shaping the new one.” Discuss in light of 

recent global shifts. 
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Page 08 :  GS 1,2, 3& 4 : Post-Independence India , International Relations, Internal 

Security & Ethics in Governance 

The recent terror attack in Pahalgam, Jammu & Kashmir, has reignited tensions between India and 

Pakistan, leading to diplomatic fallouts, visa suspensions, trade halts, and disruption of cross-border civilian 

life. The article captures the emotional, social, economic, and geopolitical consequences of this strain, 

especially at the Attari-Wagah border, and highlights the human cost of geopolitical rivalry. 
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Key Themes & Issues 

1. People-to-People Ties and Cross-Border Families 

 Partition created divided families across India and Pakistan, many of whom have maintained ties 

through limited legal channels. 

 The fallout from the terror attack led to the closure of borders and deportation orders, resulting in 

forced separations and emotional distress for many families. 

 Cases such as Rishi Kumar's and Wajeeda Khan's illustrate the personal suffering and legal 

complications involved when families hold different nationalities. 

2. Impact on Civilians and Local Economies 

 Border closures and trade suspensions directly affect the livelihoods of locals — dhaba owners, 

porters, traders, and customs officials at Attari suffer immediate income loss. 

 Business had already been hit since 2019 after the Pulwama attack, with minimal cargo movement 

since then, further compounded now. 

3. Emotional Symbolism of the Border 

 The Beating Retreat ceremony, a symbol of both nationalism and hostility, becomes a barometer for 

bilateral ties — now scaled down in tone and attendance. 

 Absence of the ceremonial handshake and muted patriotic displays underscore the fragility of peace 

and the emotional toll of strained diplomacy. 

4. Security vs Humanity Dilemma 

 India's national security imperatives demand firm responses to cross-border terror. 

 However, collateral damage is evident in how ordinary citizens, especially those in border areas or 

with familial links across the border, bear the brunt of such decisions. 

5. Kartarpur Corridor: A Contrasting Exception 

 Despite the broader tension, the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor remains open, reflecting a targeted 

approach to uphold religious sentiments while restricting broader engagement. 

 This selective openness reflects the complex balancing act between diplomacy, faith, and strategy. 

Broader Context and Analysis 

Historical Legacies 
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 The Attari-Wagah route, part of the historic Grand Trunk Road, is more than a checkpoint; it is a 

living symbol of Partition’s unresolved legacy. 

 Despite repeated efforts (e.g., Vajpayee’s 1999 Lahore visit), peace-building efforts have 

remained fragile, often reversed after terror incidents. 

Humanitarian Perspective 

 Nationalism and security are important, but ethical governance also demands empathy towards 

vulnerable civilians affected by diplomatic decisions. 

 The principle of proportionality in state response must account for humanitarian fallout, 

especially for children, women, and aged citizens separated across borders. 

Strategic and Diplomatic Implications 

 The pattern of reactive diplomacy—shutting down communication and trade channels—hurts 

regional integration and soft power diplomacy. 

 A measured, people-sensitive diplomacy, with human corridors, long-term visas for families, and 

non-political trade channels, may mitigate humanitarian harm without diluting strategic firmness. 

Ethical Dilemmas 

 Moral conflict arises when the pursuit of justice and sovereignty clashes with innocent people's 

right to life and family. 

 The state's ethical duty includes safeguarding national interests while not allowing hatred to 

erode shared humanity. 

Way Forward 

 Institutionalise family reunification mechanisms, even during heightened tensions. 

 Develop humanitarian protocols at border crossings for exceptional cases. 

 Promote track-two diplomacy involving civil society, cultural exchange groups, and religious 

pilgrimages to keep people-to-people ties alive. 

 Strengthen internal resilience in border economies to cushion against periodic shocks from external 

relations. 

 Evolve a national strategy that distinguishes state-level hostilities from civilian ties, preserving 

avenues for peace even during geopolitical crises. 
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UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques 

Discuss the humanitarian challenges that arise when bilateral tensions between nations impact civilian 

populations. Suggest diplomatic and administrative mechanisms to address such challenges with reference 

to the India-Pakistan context. 

Ques 

"Borders divide nations, but not emotions." Critically examine the role of people-to-people contacts in 

reducing hostility between India and Pakistan. 

Ques 

In the light of cross-border terrorism, evaluate the effectiveness of India’s response mechanisms, keeping 

in view the ethical responsibilities towards civilians caught in diplomatic crossfire. 

Ques : Case Study : 

You are a District Magistrate. A terror attack has resulted in the closure of the local border crossing, 

affecting hundreds of families divided between two countries. While national security concerns are valid, 

emotional and humanitarian appeals from affected civilians are rising. 

1. What are the ethical issues involved? 

2. How will you balance national interest with humanitarian concerns? 

3. What immediate and long-term steps will you take? 
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In news : Teak (Tectona grandis) 

Tissue-cultured teak is being promoted in India as a high-yield, fast-return solution for boosting timber 

cultivation and trade. However, concerns are being raised about its long-term productivity, economic 

viability, and ecological impact. 

About Teak (Tectona grandis) 

 Known as the “King of Timbers” for its durability, pest resistance, and water resistance. 

 One of the world’s most valuable tropical hardwoods. 

 Widely used in shipbuilding, construction, furniture, flooring, and musical instruments. 

Global and National Significance 

 India accounts for 35% of the world’s planted teak forests. 

 Asia holds over 95% of the global teak resources. 

 As per FAO’s 2022 report, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra have the largest areas of natural teak 

forests in India. 

Geographic Distribution 

 Native to South and Southeast Asia — especially India, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, and Indonesia. 

 In India, found in states such as Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, 

Assam, and parts of the Northeast. 

 Grows mainly in moist and mixed deciduous forests, preferring well-drained soils and full sunlight. 

Biological and Ecological Characteristics 

 A large deciduous tree reaching 30–40 meters in height and capable of living for centuries. 

 Trunk: Straight, cylindrical, 1–1.5 meters in diameter. 

 Leaves: Oblong, dark green, arranged in opposite pairs. 

 Flowers: Small, white or cream-colored, fragrant. 

 Wood color: Golden brown to dark brown. 

 Plays a vital ecological role by supporting biodiversity and wildlife in native forests. 

Regulatory Framework 

 Green felling (commercial harvesting of trees) is banned in government forests under the Forest 

Conservation Act, 1980 and National Forest Policy, 1988. 
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 Therefore, private teak plantations are essential to meet domestic and export timber demands. 

Conclusion 

Tissue-cultured teak offers new opportunities for India’s forestry and timber sector. However, its adoption 

must be guided by scientific validation, policy oversight, and ecological caution to ensure long-term 

sustainability. 

 

UPSC PrelimsPractice Question 

Ques : Consider the following statements regarding Teak (Tectona grandis): 

1. It is a deciduous tropical hardwood valued for its water and pest resistance. 

2. India holds more than 50% of the world’s teak plantations. 

3. It is commonly found in moist and mixed deciduous forests. 

4. Teak is native only to India. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

c) 1, 3 and 4 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: a) 
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis 
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Context : 

A detailed editorial highlighted the current challenges and potential reforms needed to strengthen the 

Indian Parliament’s role in holding the executive accountable, especially amid concerns about declining 

legislative scrutiny. 

Background: 

 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar justified the adoption of the parliamentary system in India by emphasizing its 

daily accountability mechanism via debates, questions, motions, and elections. 

 Oversight by the legislature is vital for transparency, policy correction, and executive accountability. 

Current Concerns Regarding Parliamentary Oversight: 

1. Disruptions in Functioning: 

o Question Hour operated only 60% in Lok Sabha and 52% in Rajya Sabha during the 17th Lok 

Sabha. 

o Disruptions due to protests result in adjournments, undermining accountability. 

2. Underutilised Parliamentary Committees: 

o Reports often lack impact as they are not debated on the floor. 

o Limited stakeholder consultations reduce representativeness. 

o Temporary nature of committees limits long-term expertise. 

3. Lack of Post-Legislative Scrutiny: 

o No formal mechanism to evaluate whether passed laws achieve intended objectives. 

4. Weak Research Support to MPs: 

o MPs operate without professional aides or data support to scrutinize complex issues. 

Successes So Far: 

Paper 02:Indian Polity & Governance 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Despite having institutional mechanisms, 

parliamentary oversight in India remains weak and inconsistent. Discuss the factors 

behind this weakness and suggest measures to make parliamentary scrutiny more 

effective. (250 words) 
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 Railway Standing Committee led to the waiver of dividends improving Indian Railways’ finances 

(2016). 

 Transport Committee shaped the Motor Vehicles Act amendments in 2017. 

 Public Undertakings Committee improved NHAI project procedures. 

 Estimates Committee helped reduce uranium import dependency. 

 PAC (Public Accounts Committee) uncovered corruption during 2010 Commonwealth Games and 

gives -180 recommendations/year, 80% of which are accepted. 

Proposed Reforms: 

1. Institutionalise Post-Legislative Scrutiny: 

o Create subcommittees or a specialised agency for reviewing law implementation. 

o Adopt the UK model: mandatory review by government departments after 3–5 years. 

2. Enhance Committee Effectiveness: 

o Bring key reports to the floor for debate. 

o Mandatory response from the concerned minister. 

o Improve stakeholder diversity. 

o Provide technical/research support to MPs. 

3. Use of Technology: 

o Employ AI and data analytics to: 

 Scan budget reports. 

 Identify anomalies. 

 Frame evidence-based questions. 

o Create visual and local language summaries to improve public engagement. 

Conclusion: 

Parliamentary oversight is not about weakening the government but strengthening democratic 

accountability. In the spirit of “maximum governance, maximum accountability,” reforming and 

empowering Parliament is essential to ensure laws serve the people effectively and transparently. 
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