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Page 03: GS2: Governance & Social Justice 

Karnataka Launches Door-to-Door Survey to Assess Status of Scheduled Castes. 

 

Key Analysis 

1. Significance of the Survey 

 Data-Driven Policy Making: Provides granular data on intra-caste disparities among SCs for 

internal reservations. 

 Evidence-Based Reservation: Fulfills need for empirical data to design internal sub-quotas among 

Scheduled Castes. 
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 Inclusive Development: Targets equitable distribution of welfare benefits within marginalized 

communities. 

2. Governance and Administrative Innovation 

 Tech-Enabled Enumeration: Use of mobile applications, geotagging, digital signatures, and time-

restricted access ensures transparency and efficiency. 

 Central War Room: Real-time monitoring and support reflect adoption of modern governance 

tools. 

 Random Verification: Supervisory checks strengthen accountability and accuracy. 

3. Constitutional and Social Implications 

 Constitutional Backing: Linked to Articles 15(4) and 16(4)—affirmative action for backward 

classes. 

 Justice and Equity: Helps address dominance of certain sub-castes within SC quota and gives 

visibility to neglected castes. 

 Social Sensitivity: Careful handling needed to avoid politicization of caste and social tensions. 

4. National Implications 

 Template for Other States: Could influence other states and central government in debating a 

nationwide caste census. 

 Debate on Social Justice: Feeds into broader debate on the need to redefine backwardness 

beyond traditional caste-based lists. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques :Critically examine the role of caste-based surveys in achieving social justice. Do such surveys help in 

effective targeting of affirmative action policies? 
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Page 04 : GS 2: International Relations 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, at the Arctic Circle India Forum 2025, emphasized that India seeks 

"partners, not preachers", particularly in relation to the West’s attitude towards India’s balanced stand on 

global issues such as the Russia-Ukraine war. His remarks underline India's strategic autonomy, realism in 

foreign policy, and demand for mutual respect in international partnerships. 

 

Key Highlights & Analysis 

1. Strategic Autonomy and ‘Russia Realism’ 
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 India has consistently maintained an independent stance in the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

 Despite Western criticism, India increased crude oil imports from Russia based on national interest. 

 The idea of “Russia realism” points to a pragmatic understanding of Russia’s global role and its 

importance to India as a reliable energy and defense partner. 

 Jaishankar emphasized the “resource provider-resource consumer” complementarity between India 

and Russia. 

2. Critique of Western Hypocrisy and Moral High Ground 

 Jaishankar targeted the Western habit of giving unsolicited advice while ignoring their own 

inconsistencies. 

 His remark, “we get advice on what we should be doing... that courtesy is not always granted to us”, 

reflects India's growing assertiveness. 

 The phrase “preachers who do not practice at home” is a direct critique of Western double 

standards on issues like democracy, climate action, and international peace. 

3. Demand for Mutuality in International Relations 

 India seeks equal partnerships where both sides benefit through understanding and sensitivity to 

each other's interests. 

 The shift from aid-based or morally hierarchical relationships to interest-based strategic 

partnerships is central to India’s vision. 

4. India’s Role in Global Diplomacy 

 India has maintained that it does not prescribe solutions to others’ conflicts – instead offering 

support when required. 

 This non-prescriptive approach enhances India’s credibility as a neutral, mature global actor—

essential in today’s multipolar world. 

5. Implication for Europe-India Relations 

 Jaishankar’s statement that Europe must move beyond its “preaching” mode and enter into reality-

based partnerships signals a diplomatic reset. 

 He acknowledges that parts of Europe are evolving, but warns that partnerships depend on how 

sensitively Europe approaches Indian concerns. 

Conclusion 
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India’s external affairs approach is increasingly assertive and grounded in realism. It reflects the evolution 

of Indian diplomacy-from a reactive to a proactive force on the world stage. By rejecting unsolicited 

moralism and advocating mutual respect, India is shaping a foreign policy suited to a multipolar, interest-

driven international order. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : “India is looking for partners, not preachers.” In the light of this statement, examine how India’s 

foreign policy is evolving to reflect strategic autonomy and mutuality of interests.(150 Words) 
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Page : 04 :GS 2& 3 : International Relations and Economy 

During his visit to India, Angolan President Joao Lourenco invited Indian businesses to invest in Angola, 

especially in agriculture, pharmaceuticals, renewable energy, and critical minerals. This reflects growing 

momentum in India-Africa economic diplomacy and diversification of South-South partnerships. 
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Key Highlights and Analysis 

1. Strategic Relevance of Angola in Africa 

 Angola is part of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) and benefits from trade 

access under the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). 

 Its geostrategic location positions it as a potential gateway for Indian exports into Africa and Latin 

America. 

 This aligns with India’s larger goal of increasing presence in Africa through trade corridors, 

infrastructure, and capacity-building partnerships. 

2. Expanding Economic Engagement and South-South Cooperation 

 Angola has emphasized pharmaceuticals, agriculture, and clean energy as focus areas for Indian 

investment. India’s proven expertise in low-cost medicine production and agro-tech makes it a 

natural partner. 

 Angola’s diamond and critical mineral reserves (e.g., cobalt, rare earths) are important in the context 

of global supply chain diversification- especially for clean energy and digital infrastructure. 

3. Complementarity in Developmental Aspirations 

 Angola, like many African countries, is seeking sustainable and inclusive development. It values 

India’s technological capacity, democratic ethos, and ability to provide low-cost, scalable 

development models. 

 This includes collaboration in education, skilling, digital health, fintech, and solar technology. 

4. India’s Diplomatic Approach: Beyond Energy to Development Diplomacy 

 Historically, India’s relations with Angola focused heavily on oil. Now, the conversation is expanding 

to clean energy, education, infrastructure, and minerals, indicating a shift toward a multi-

dimensional developmental partnership. 

 This supports India’s global ambitions as a leader of the Global South and contributor to African 

resilience and self-reliance. 

5. Opportunity for Strategic Influence in Africa 

 While China has built significant influence in Africa through debt-driven infrastructure, India’s model 

is more sustainable and people-centric — emphasizing capacity-building, small-scale development, 

and soft power through education, Ayurveda, and cultural diplomacy. 

 Angola’s outreach is a sign of growing African recognition of this alternative development model. 
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Conclusion 

Angola’s invitation to Indian businesses underscores the untapped potential of India-Africa relations 

beyond traditional areas. With the right diplomatic push, India can play a transformative role in Africa’s 

development journey while securing vital energy, mineral, and market needs. This is a clear win-win avenue 

that aligns with India’s economic diplomacy, strategic autonomy, and role as a development partner in the 

evolving multipolar world. 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques : India’s partnership with Africa is shifting from energy security to developmental diplomacy. Discuss with 

reference to recent India-Angola engagements. 
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Page 07 :  GS : 3: Indian Economy, Agriculture and Sci & Tech 

The concept of agriphotovoltaics (APVs) – integrating solar power generation with agriculture – is 

gaining traction in India as a dual solution to energy and agricultural income challenges. A recent report 

highlights its economic, environmental, and policy potential, while also identifying the lack of 

regulation, financial barriers, and limited adoption among smallholders. 
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Prelims-Focused Pointers 

 Agriphotovoltaics (APV): A system where solar panels are installed above farmland allowing crops 

to grow underneath; dual use of land for energy and agriculture. 

 PM-KUSUM Scheme: 

o Promotes solar pumps and grid-connected renewable energy projects in rural areas. 

o APVs are not yet included in the official delivery framework. 

 Key Concepts: 

o Feed-in Tariff (FiT): Rate at which energy producers sell electricity back to the grid. 

o Interspace & Overhead-stilted orientation: Panel arrangements allowing space and sunlight 

for crops. 

 Example of Implementation: 

o In Najafgarh, Delhi: A farmer leased land for 25 years to a solar company earning ₹1 

lakh/acre rent—more stable than ₹41,000/acre from traditional farming. 

Mains-Focused Analysis 

1. APVs: Addressing Land-Use Conflicts and Farmer Incomes 

 India faces a critical challenge in balancing land for agriculture and renewable energy. 

 APVs allow simultaneous use: solar panels generate energy while crops (especially shade-tolerant 

ones) like tomato, potato, turmeric grow underneath. 

 This improves land-use efficiency, stabilises farm incomes, and supports India’s clean energy 

targets. 

2. Income Diversification for Smallholder Farmers 

 Example: With both rent and cultivation income, farmers could earn up to ₹2.5 lakh/acre/year—six 

times more than traditional farming. 

 This model protects farmers from climatic shocks, yield fluctuations, and market price instability. 

3. Challenges Hindering Scaling 

 High upfront capital cost: APVs cost ~11% more than traditional solar setups. 

 Limited feed-in tariff (FiT): Current ₹3.04/unit in schemes like PM-KUSUM makes payback periods 

long (15 years); needs to be aligned with ₹4.52/unit benchmark tariff for viability. 

 Lack of policy standards: Unlike Japan or Germany, India lacks norms on panel height, 

permissible crop yield loss, or land allocation for solar infrastructure. 
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4. Inclusion & Institutional Support Needed 

 Most Indian farmers are smallholders (less than 2 ha), lacking investment capacity. 

 Collective models via FPOs/cooperatives, supported by NABARD credit guarantees or grants, are 

essential for equitable access. 

 Example: Sahyadri FPO using a 250-kW APV system to grow grapes and citrus lemon under panels. 

5. Policy & Governance Imperatives 

 India lacks a dedicated APV policy. However, PM-KUSUM could be revamped to include APVs 

under its solarisation agenda. 

 Government must frame technical standards, provide economic incentives, and launch farmer 

training and capacity-building programs. 

6. Global Best Practices for Inspiration 

 Japan: Max 20% crop yield loss, 2m panel height, 3-year review cycle. 

 Germany: Requires 66% of original yield; no more than 15% land loss to solar infrastructure. 

Conclusion 

Agriphotovoltaics can revolutionise India's agriculture-energy nexus, especially for small and marginal 

farmers. However, for APVs to become mainstream, the government must: 

 Provide economic incentives (higher FiT, subsidies), 

 Enforce a farmer-first policy framework, 

 Use existing schemes like PM-KUSUM for integration, 

 Promote institutional models like cooperatives/FPOs, and 

 Ensure a balance between agriculture and solar energy goals. 

India’s pursuit of energy self-reliance and climate-resilient farming hinges on such innovative, 

inclusive, and integrated solutions. 

UPSC PrelimsPractice Question 

Ques : Consider the following statements regarding Agriphotovoltaics (APVs): 

1. APVs involve using the same land for both agriculture and solar energy generation. 

2. In India, APVs are already covered under the PM-KUSUM scheme. 
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3. APVs help reduce water loss and heat stress on crops. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: c) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: What are Agriphotovoltaics (APVs)? Critically examine their role in transforming India’s agriculture 

and energy landscape. 
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Page 09: GS 2 : Governance 

The article by Pushpa Sundar explores the gradual decline of foreign aid to India, particularly for non-

governmental organisations (NGOs). It highlights the regulatory tightening by the Indian 

government, changing geopolitical trends, and the risk this poses to social sector development, 

democratic accountability, and NGO sustainability. 
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Prelims Pointers 

 FCRA (Foreign Contribution Regulation Act): 

o Enacted in 1976, regulates the acceptance and utilization of foreign contributions by 

individuals and associations in India. 

o Amended multiple times — notably in 2010, 2020, 2023, and 2024 — to impose stricter 

regulations on NGOs. 

 India’s Changing Foreign Aid Landscape: 

o Peak official foreign aid period: 1955–1965. 

o Decline in Official Development Assistance (ODA) since 1970, especially after the 1991 

liberalisation. 

o India now seeks FDI and technology cooperation, not traditional aid. 

 Key Donor Trends: 

o USAID and European aid agencies are scaling back support to India. 

o NGOs previously funded by private foreign donors (e.g., Soros Foundation) face active 

discouragement. 

MainsAnalysis 

1. Evolution of Foreign Aid to India 

 Post-independence era: India relied heavily on Western official aid for development, routed mainly 

through the government. 

 1960s–1990s: NGOs began to receive bilateral and private aid. 

 Post-1991: With liberalisation and economic growth, India’s dependence on foreign aid reduced; 

aid became symbolic or supplementary. 

 Now: India is a donor itself in many South-South cooperation initiatives but still has pockets of 

poverty that need support. 

2. Shrinking Space for Foreign-Funded NGOs 

 Regulatory clampdown: FCRA amendments have made compliance stringent. 

o Mandatory registration with the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

o Restrictions on fund transfers, administrative expenses, and re-granting. 

 Ideological suspicion: Concerns over religious conversions, dissent, and "anti-national" activism 

have led to growing mistrust of foreign-funded civil society. 

 Result: Loss of FCRA licenses, drying up of funding channels, and curbing of dissent. 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

3. Impact on Indian NGOs and Civil Society 

 Unemployment in the voluntary sector. 

 Halting of grassroots development projects in health, education, environment, and tribal 

empowerment. 

 Loss of watchdog function: NGOs help check government and market excesses, advocate for 

marginalised voices. 

 Reduced innovation: Foreign funding was often more flexible than government grants, allowing 

experimentation and global linkages. 

4. Government’s Dilemma: Between Self-Reliance and Civic Space 

 While India promotes Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliance), excessive regulation risks strangling 

constructive civil society engagement. 

 A balance must be struck between national security concerns and the need for global 

partnerships in social development. 

5. Way Forward 

 Rationalise FCRA regulations to ensure transparency without overreach. 

 Create a clear distinction between ideological threat and developmental dissent. 

 Encourage domestic philanthropy and corporate CSR to fill the vacuum, while allowing ethical 

foreign contributions. 

 Treat NGOs as development partners, not adversaries. 

Conclusion 

The decline of foreign aid to Indian NGOs reflects changing global aid dynamics and domestic political 

priorities. While India's aspiration for self-reliance is valid, shutting out valuable foreign partnerships 

risks weakening the social sector, silencing civil society, and undermining democratic checks. A 

pragmatic, balanced policy approach is necessary to protect national interest without isolating 

progressive voices. 

UPSC PrelimsPractice Question 

Ques : Consider the following statements regarding the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA): 

1. It was enacted to regulate foreign donations to individuals and associations in India. 
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2. NGOs receiving foreign aid under FCRA must register with the Ministry of External Affairs. 

3. FCRA has been amended multiple times to impose stricter compliance norms. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: b) 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques : The decline of foreign aid in India reflects both global and domestic shifts. Critically analyze the 

reasons behind this decline and suggest a way forward. 
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Page : 10 Editorial Analysis 
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Context : 

The Vizhinjam International Seaport, recently inaugurated in Kerala, is India’s first deep-water, semi-

automated container transshipment port with global strategic potential. With proximity to international 

shipping lanes, it promises to transform India’s maritime trade and regional economy. However, its long-

term success depends on resolving policy, infrastructure, and coordination challenges. 

Key Issues and Analytical Dimensions 

1. Historical and Strategic Legacy 

 Vizhinjam was a renowned trading port even in ancient times (mentioned in Periplus of the 

Erythraean Sea). 

 The modern project, nearly 80 years in planning, is now emerging as India’s first greenfield 

transshipment hub, a key alternative to Colombo and Singapore. 

2. Strategic Maritime Advantage 

 Located just 10 nautical miles from international shipping routes. 

 Natural depth of 20 meters, accommodating Ultra Large Container Vessels (ULCVs). 

 Preferred by major players like the Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC), which has included 

Vizhinjam in key shipping services (jade and dragon routes). 

 Capable of reducing India’s dependency on foreign ports—currently, 75% of India’s transshipment 

cargo is handled overseas. 

3. Economic and Infrastructure Potential 

 Expected to handle 4.87 million TEUs upon completion of next phases. 

 Can catalyse local industrial growth, port-led development, and boost to allied sectors—

shipbuilding, logistics, bunkering, warehousing. 

Paper 02& 03 :Governance & Economy 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Vizhinjam Port has the potential to transform India’s 

maritime trade and regional economy. Critically examine the strategic and 

economic significance of the port and highlight the challenges in realising its full 

potential.(250 words) 
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 Clean energy and green hydrogen prospects under exploration. 

Kerala Government Initiatives: 

 Vizhinjam Development Zone and Special Investment Region (SIR) Bill planned. 

 Dedicated space for other States’ official business centres. 

 Showcased at WEF, Invest Kerala Summit, and global platforms. 

4. Governance & PPP Model 

 Triple engine model: Kerala Govt (₹5,595 crore), Adani Ports (₹2,454 crore), Centre’s VGF (₹817.8 

crore). 

 Potential tension over repayment clause of VGF, which may inflate State’s liabilities (possibly up to 

₹10,000 crore). 

 Project must balance fiscal prudence with strategic investment. 

5. Infrastructure and Operational Challenges 

 Absence of Integrated Check Post (ICP) causing delays in cargo clearance. 

 Missing Port Health Office, inadequate road and rail connectivity (NH-66, Outer Ring Road, 

Balaramapuram railway line still incomplete). 

 Success depends on fast-tracked execution of support infrastructure. 

6. Lessons from Global Port Economies 

 Advocated vision of a Shenzhen-like transformation: port-centric industrial growth, SEZ-led 

employment boom. 

 Suggestion to prevent parallel transshipment hubs nearby (e.g., Colachel), as in greenfield airport 

policy (no new hubs within 750–1000 km). 

 Proposal to rename it Trivandrum International Seaport for global branding consistency. 

Conclusion 

Vizhinjam Port holds the promise of reshaping India’s maritime and economic landscape. But its success 

hinges on: 

 Efficient multi-level governance, 

 Integrated infrastructure roll-out, 

 Global positioning and branding, 
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 Balanced fiscal planning. 

By addressing operational bottlenecks and learning from global best practices, Vizhinjam can emerge as 

India’s first truly world-class maritime transshipment hub-a model of cooperative federalism, 

sustainable growth, and strategic economic vision. 
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