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Page 01: GS 2 : International Relations 

 India and the United States are moving towards finalising a limited trade agreement, possibly by 

Fall 2025 (September–November). This follows a series of high-level visits and negotiations on both 

sides, with several contentious issues still unresolved. 

 

Significance of the Deal: 
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 The trade agreement aims to resolve longstanding trade frictions and build a foundation for a 

broader Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA). 

 It aligns with the broader India-U.S. strategic partnership encompassing defence, technology, and 

geopolitical interests. 

 A successful deal could revive investor confidence and strengthen bilateral economic ties amid 

shifting global supply chains. 

Key Issues in Negotiation: 

 1. Tariff Disputes: 

o The U.S. has doubled tariffs on steel and aluminium to 50%, severely impacting Indian 

exports. 

o India considers this protectionist and has threatened reciprocal tariffs under WTO rules. 

 2. Agricultural Market Access: 

o The U.S. wants greater access to India’s agriculture sector, which India resists to protect its 

farmers and food security. 

o Liberalisation could expose vulnerable Indian farmers to unfair competition. 

 3. Market Liberalisation vs. Domestic Interests: 

o The U.S. push for broader market reforms conflicts with India's policy of calibrated 

liberalisation. 

o India is cautious of commitments that could hurt domestic industries or compromise 

regulatory autonomy. 

Geopolitical & Strategic Angle: 

 The negotiation reflects U.S. Indo-Pacific strategic engagement, where economic partnerships are 

being leveraged to counterbalance China’s regional influence. 

 It strengthens India’s position as a reliable democratic partner, especially in technology, defense, 

and supply chain resilience. 

Challenges Ahead: 

 Balancing reciprocity and protectionism remains a central challenge. 

 India’s concerns over domestic political sensitivities (e.g., farmers’ welfare) may limit concessions. 

 The U.S. faces internal lobbying from its agriculture and steel industries, delaying consensus. 

Way Forward: 

 A phased, mini-deal approach can help build trust and momentum. 

 A robust dispute resolution mechanism is essential to handle trade irritants. 
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 India must negotiate with strategic clarity, ensuring economic gains without compromising 

sovereign policy space. 

Conclusion: 

 The India-U.S. trade talks represent an important step in recalibrating bilateral trade relations in a 

multipolar world. While political will exists on both sides, resolving core disagreements — especially 

over tariffs and agriculture — will require pragmatism, patience, and diplomacy. For India, the deal 

must serve not just economic goals, but strategic autonomy and inclusive development. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : India-U.S. bilateral trade negotiations reflect a mix of convergence and contestation.” In the light of this 

statement, discuss the major challenges in finalising a balanced trade agreement between the two nations. (250 

words) 
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Page 05: GS 2 : Polity& Governance 

In a recent interview, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu shared his views on 

governance priorities, Centre-State relations, language policy, economic recovery, regional development, 

and political vision. His responses offer insight into key themes relevant to federalism, cooperative 

governance, welfare-development balance, and national integration. 

 

Key Themes: 

 Centre-State Relations and Federalism: 

o Naidu stresses the importance of a “uniform development policy” while cautioning against 

over-centralisation. His remarks underline the need for: 
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o A balanced federal structure where states are empowered to innovate and execute. 

o Respect for state autonomy in implementation of central schemes. 

o A spirit of cooperative federalism that is constructive, not coercive. 

 Economic Policy and Governance Approach: 

o Naidu revisits his earlier pro-market stance, now advocating a blended model — where 

markets create wealth, and the state ensures equitable distribution through welfare schemes. 

His P4 model (public-private-people partnership) reflects evolving governance models in 

India. 

 Urban Development and Infrastructure Projects: 

o He emphasizes futuristic planning (e.g., Amaravati), use of innovative revenue models (like 

toll roads), and investment in telecom, power, and aerospace. His plan for a defence corridor 

in Andhra highlights a push for indigenous capability and high-tech industry. 

 Three-Language Policy and Cultural Sensitivities: 

o Naidu takes a pragmatic view, asserting that in the age of AI and globalisation, language 

should be a tool, not a barrier. He supports teaching Hindi alongside English and mother 

tongues, not through imposition, but choice — promoting linguistic flexibility and practical 

learning. 

 Political Stability and Role of Regional Parties: 

o Naidu highlights TDP’s constructive national role and defends coalition politics as a viable 

model of governance. He contrasts regional cooperation during Vajpayee and Modi’s time, 

showing how leadership styles shape coalition dynamics. 

 Law and Order, Political Ethics: 

o He sharply criticizes criminalisation of politics and insists on zero tolerance for economic and 

political crimes. His assertion of “economic terrorism” reflects growing concern about 

governance erosion through corrupt practices. 

 Social Harmony and Communalism: 

o Naidu warns against attempts to disrupt social harmony and advocates mutual respect across 

religions. He views communal stability as central to economic progress and national unity. 

Conclusion: 

 The interview with N. Chandrababu Naidu reflects a mature political and administrative perspective 

rooted in federal balance, inclusive governance, practical language policy, and visionary economic 

planning. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:Over-centralisation of power in India weakens the spirit of cooperative federalism. Examine in the 

context of Centre-State relations. (250 words) 
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Page : 06 :Prelims Current Affairs 

On June 9–10, 2025, the Indian Navy and the Royal Navy of the United Kingdom conducted a joint passage 

exercise in the North Arabian Sea. This engagement included advanced maritime warfare drills, 

highlighting bilateral defence cooperation. 

 

Key Participants: 
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 India: INS Tabar (stealth frigate), a submarine, and P-8I maritime patrol aircraft. 

 United Kingdom: HMS Prince of Wales (aircraft carrier) and HMS Richmond (frigate). 

 Nature of the Exercise: 

o Type: Passage Exercise (PASSEX) – conducted when navies of two friendly countries cross paths 

at sea. 

o Activities: Unified helicopter operations, tactical manoeuvres, and anti-submarine warfare 

coordination. 

 Strategic Importance: 

o Strengthens interoperability between Indian and UK naval forces. 

o Reflects growing India–UK defence partnership under India’s Act East and Indo-Pacific strategies. 

o Enhances maritime domain awareness and preparedness in the Arabian Sea, a region of strategic 

interest. 

Prelims Pointers: 

 PASSEX: Not a scheduled exercise; happens during mutual ship passage. 

 INS Tabar: Talwar-class stealth frigate of Indian Navy. 

 HMS Prince of Wales: UK’s Queen Elizabeth-class aircraft carrier. 

 P-8I: Indian Navy’s long-range maritime surveillance and anti-submarine aircraft. 

 Arabian Sea: Key location for India’s energy security and trade route protection. 

UPSCPrelimsPractice Question 

Ques:Recently, India conducted a PASSEX (Passage Exercise) with which country in the Arabian Sea in June 

2025? 

(a) France 

(b) United Kingdom 

(c) Australia 

(d) United States 

Ans : b) 
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Page 06: GS 2 : International Relations 

At the ongoing United Nations Ocean Conference 2025 in Nice, France, India signalled that it is not likely 

to ratify the High Seas Treaty (also known as the BBNJ Agreement) during the current session. Though 

India signed the treaty in 2024, the ratification process remains pending due to required legal amendments 

and political considerations. 
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What is the High Seas Treaty (BBNJ)? 

 The Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Treaty, commonly referred to as the High Seas 

Treaty, is a multilateral agreement aimed at conserving marine biodiversity in international waters — 

areas that lie beyond a country’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 

Key aims include: 

 Conservation of marine genetic resources (MGRs) 

 Environmental impact assessments (EIAs) for activities on the high seas 

 Area-based management tools (including marine protected areas) 

 Capacity building and technology transfer 

 Equitable sharing of marine benefits 

 Once ratified by 60 countries, it will come into legal force. As of June 10, 49 countries have ratified it. 

Why is India delaying ratification? 

 Legislative constraints: India must amend key domestic laws such as the Biological Diversity Act to 

align with BBNJ commitments. 

 Equity concerns: India has historically emphasised equitable access to marine resources. The lack of 

a clear mechanism for benefit-sharing from marine genetic resources has been a sticking point. 

 Strategic interest: The Indian government is cautious about binding itself to international obligations 

that could impact its blue economy potential, including future exploration and commercial 

extraction in high seas. 

 Institutional readiness: Implementation of provisions related to marine EIA, monitoring, and 

enforcement would require significant institutional strengthening and inter-agency coordination. 

India’s Position at the Conference: 

 Despite not ratifying the treaty yet, India presented itself as a proactive maritime stakeholder: 

 Samudrayaan Mission: India’s first manned deep-sea submersible, expected to reach 6,000 metres, is 

under development with trial dives planned in 2026. This marks a major step in deep ocean 

exploration and capacity building. 

 Plastic Ban Leadership: India reiterated its nationwide ban on single-use plastics and advocated for a 

legally binding Global Plastics Treaty. 

 Digital Ocean Portal – SAHAV: India launched a real-time marine data sharing platform, enhancing 

transparency, ocean governance, and scientific cooperation. 

 Blue Economy Focus: India highlighted $80+ billion in blue economy investments, demonstrating its 

long-term commitment to sustainable ocean use. 
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Conclusion: 

 India’s cautious approach to ratifying the High Seas Treaty reflects a balancing act between 

sovereignty, strategic interests, environmental commitments, and equity concerns in global marine 

governance. While India is yet to ratify the treaty, its proactive engagement in ocean science and 

sustainable marine practices signals its emerging leadership in the Indo-Pacific maritime landscape. 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques:India’s cautious approach towards ratifying the High Seas Treaty reflects its strategic priorities and 

developmental concerns. Discuss in the context of India’s evolving maritime diplomacy.(250 words) 
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Page 07 : GS 2 : Social Justice  

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is rapidly transforming the Indian healthcare landscape — from predictive tools 

for foetal age, high-risk pregnancy management, and virtual autopsies to clinical chatbots. These 

developments promise enhanced accuracy and efficiency, but they also raise serious ethical, legal, and 

systemic concerns. This analysis explores the double-edged nature of AI in healthcare, with a focus on the 

importance of human oversight. 
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Key Developments: 

 AI for Foetal Dating – Garbhini-GA2 Model (IIT-Madras): 

o Trained on Indian population data to overcome flaws in Western-derived formulas like Hadlock's. 

o Demonstrates high accuracy with an error margin of only half a day. 

o Represents India-specific AI solutions with potential national scalability. 

 AI in High-Risk Pregnancy Management (ARMMAN & UNICEF): 

o Trains ANMs through hybrid digital-classroom models. 

o Recently deployed AI chatbots for real-time doubt resolution. 

o Human-in-loop ensures safety, but linguistic limitations and resource constraints persist. 

 Virtual Autopsies (Virtopsies): 

o Faster, less invasive, and socially acceptable alternative to traditional autopsies. 

o Powered by deep learning tools (CNNs) to detect causes of death from postmortem CT scans. 

o Yet cannot fully replace human forensic insights, especially for soft tissue or olfactory cues. 

 Private Sector and AI Chatbots (e.g., MediBuddy): 

o Automate patient-doctor interactions and triaging. 

o Raises questions on data privacy, informed consent, and diagnostic bias. 

Challenges & Concerns: 

 Automation Bias:Overreliance on AI outputs can lead even experienced professionals to 

misdiagnose, as seen in BI-RADS mammogram studies. Without active questioning, clinical 

judgement is compromised. 

 Data Privacy & Security:India’s Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023 is ambiguous on 

AI accountability. Lack of clarity on algorithmic transparency and liability remains a challenge. 

 Linguistic & Cultural Gaps in AI Design:Indian diversity in language and dialect presents a barrier 

to widespread AI adoption. Current speech recognition models often fail to understand regional 

accents. 

 Regulatory Oversight Deficiency:There is no dedicated legal framework to evaluate, certify, or 

monitor AI tools in healthcare. Ethical audits and real-world validation are inconsistent or absent. 

Way Forward: 

 Strengthen Human-in-the-Loop Mechanisms: 

o AI must augment, not replace, clinical expertise. Healthcare workers should be trained to critically 

interpret AI outputs. 

 Create Sector-Specific AI Governance Framework: 

o India needs clear regulatory norms to govern health-AI tools, including audit trails, ethical 

testing, and grievance redressal. 
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 Promote India-Centric Datasets: 

o AI models trained on Indian population data will offer better outcomes than imported algorithms 

based on Western populations. 

 Local Language Integration in AI Tools: 

o Multilingual and accent-sensitive models are essential for successful rural deployment. 

 Strengthen Data Privacy Protocols: 

o Enforce robust masking, encryption, and role-based access to safeguard health data under the 

DPDP Act. 

Conclusion: 

 The integration of AI in healthcare holds transformative potential in India — especially in bridging 

rural gaps, speeding up diagnosis, and improving care affordability. However, without robust human 

oversight, regulatory mechanisms, and clinician training, AI risks deepening existing inequities and 

errors under the guise of automation. Ethical healthcare in the AI age must be rooted in 

transparency, trust, and human agency. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:Discuss the role of Artificial Intelligence in strengthening India’s healthcare system. In light of recent 

initiatives, evaluate the importance of human oversight in ensuring ethical and effective AI deployment. 

(250 words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 
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Context : 

 On World Day Against Child Labour (June 12), the Velpur Mandal (in present-day Telangana) stands 

out as a rare example of a sustained, community-driven success in eliminating child labour. It is not 

just a success story but a replicable grassroots model of how public participation, official 

commitment, and social change can converge for lasting impact. 

Child Labour in India – A Continuing Concern: 

 As per Census 2011, over 43.5 lakh children (ages 5–14) were engaged in child labour. 

 Industries such as beedi-making, carpet weaving, and fireworks remain major sectors where children 

are employed. 

 Despite constitutional guarantees and progressive laws, poverty, illiteracy, and lack of access to 

education continue to drive children into labour. 

Legal and Policy Framework: 

 Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986 (amended in 2016):Prohibits employment 

of children below 14 and regulates working conditions of adolescents (14–18) in hazardous sectors. 

 Right to Education Act, 2009:Mandates free and compulsory education for all children aged 6–14. 

 National Child Labour Project (NCLP):Focuses on rehabilitation through special schools, bridge 

courses, and skill development. 

o Yet, legal efforts alone have shown limited impact, as enforcement is often weak and 

community resistance persists. 

Velpur Model – A Case Study in Community Mobilization:In 2001, Velpur Mandal was known for 

widespread child labour. 

 Within 100 days, through a campaign led by district officials and community leaders, it became the 

first mandal in Andhra Pradesh to be declared child-labour free. 

Key Elements of Success: 

1. Community Ownership: Initial resistance gave way to active participation through public meetings, 

peer pressure, and local leadership. 

Paper 02 :Social Justice  

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Laws alone are not enough to eliminate child labour 

unless backed by community participation. In the light of the Velpur model, 

critically examine this statement.(250 words)  
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2. Public Declarations: Former employers forgave debts and pledged support; villagers erected signs 

declaring child-labour-free status. 

3. Institutional Integration: MoUs between government and village heads ensured commitment from 

both ends — infrastructure by the state, enrolment by the community. 

4. Recognition and Sustenance: ILO, NHRC, and even former President Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 

appreciated the initiative. 

5. Training modules at VVGNLI now include the Velpur model as a reference. 

Key Takeaways: 

 Legal enforcement must be backed by community engagement for durable social reform. 

 Elimination of child labour is possible if interventions focus on education, awareness, social support, 

and remove economic compulsions. 

 The Velpur model offers a blueprint for replication in other high-incidence regions. 

Conclusion: 

 The Velpur story proves that child labour is not inevitable. With leadership, empathy, and mass 

mobilisation, even deeply embedded social issues can be reversed. It reaffirms the belief that 

sustainable development is possible only when the community becomes a stakeholder in change. 

 


