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Page 04: GS 1 : Art and Culture 

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is organizing 

a three-day international seminar (August 20–22, 

2025) in Greater Noida to deliberate on one of the 

greatest unresolved puzzles of ancient history – 

deciphering the Indus Valley Script. 

 This marks a significant step in India's effort to 

revive and advance research on the Harappan 

script, bringing together both Indian and 

international experts. 

Key Highlights of the Initiative 

 Event: “Decipherment of the Indus Script: 

Current Status and the Way Forward”. 

 Venue: Pt. Deendayal Upadhyay Institute of 

Archaeology, Greater Noida. 

 Participants: Indian and foreign scholars 

researching Harappan culture and language. 

 Mode: Presentations (offline & online) 

followed by discussions. 

 Outcome Expected: To assess and expand the 

scope of present and future research on the 

Indus script. 

About the Indus Valley Script 

 Nature: Comprises over 400 pictorial 

signs/symbols. 

 Undeciphered: No bilingual inscriptions (like 

the Rosetta Stone for Egyptian) make 

decoding extremely difficult. 

 Script Type: Believed to be logo-syllabic (each 

sign may represent a word/syllable). 

 Length: Most inscriptions are very short (4–5 signs), limiting linguistic analysis. 

Why It’s Difficult to Decipher 
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 No known bilingual texts (unlike Mesopotamian or Egyptian). 

 No long inscriptions to analyze sentence structure. 

 Uncertainty over the underlying language (Dravidian, Indo-Aryan, or a lost language?). 

 Limited archaeological context and dating challenges. 

Importance of Decipherment 

 Will shed light on the socio-cultural, administrative, and economic structure of the Harappan 

civilization. 

 Help understand the origins of language, writing systems, and early urban society in the Indian 

subcontinent. 

 Could establish linguistic continuity with later Indian scripts or reveal a lost language family. 

UPSC PrelimsPractice Question 

Ques : Which of the following statements about the Indus Valley script is/are correct? 

1. It is widely agreed to be a phonetic script similar to Brahmi. 

2. The script has been deciphered through bilingual inscriptions found in Mesopotamia. 

3. The script comprises over 400 pictorial signs, many of which may be logo-syllabic in nature. 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : c) 
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Page 07: GS 2 : Social Justice 

India is facing a public health crisis due to rising alcohol consumption, with heavy episodic drinking, high 

disease burden, and significant social costs. Despite this, India lacks a comprehensive National Alcohol 

Control Policy, relying instead on fragmented State-level policies and limited central action. 

 

Key Concerns 
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 Health Burden: Alcohol contributed to 2.6 million Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALYs) in India in 

2021. 

 Social Cost: Estimated at ₹6.24 trillion due to health complications, crime, accidents, and lost 

productivity. 

 Consumption Trends: A 240% increase in per capita alcohol consumption in the last two decades; 

50% of it unrecorded. 

Determinants of Alcohol Use 

 Biopsychosocial: Genetic predisposition, stress relief, social glamourisation. 

 Commercial: Surrogate advertising, social media influencers, cheap IMIL, product innovation 

targeting youth. 

 Policy-Level: Weak and inconsistent State-level laws; commercial interests overriding public health. 

Policy Fragmentation 

 States have complete control under the Constitution: sale, excise, legal age, pricing. 

 Examples: 

o Prohibition in Gujarat, Bihar, Mizoram. 

o Andhra Pradesh’s ₹99 liquor policy. 

o Online delivery via Zomato, Swiggy in some States. 

 Centre’s Role: Limited; includes 

o NAPDDR (2021–22) under Nasha Mukta Bharat 

o National Mental Health Policy (2014) 

o National Suicide Prevention Strategy (2022) 

o National Health Policy (2017) 

Key Issues 

 Absence of a unified national policy. 

 Alcohol excluded from GST, giving States unregulated revenue control. 

 Digital media promotion bypasses traditional advertising bans. 

 Low public awareness of health risks like cancer, suicide, and mental illness. 

Way Forward: Framework for a National Alcohol Control Policy 

 Affordability: Use pricing to deter excessive use without promoting illicit liquor. 
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 Allocation: Earmark alcohol taxes for health programs. 

 Accessibility: Limit retail outlets and urban exposure. 

 Advertisement Regulation: Monitor digital platforms and influencers promoting alcohol. 

 Attractiveness: Plain packaging, graphic warnings, and control of point-of-sale marketing. 

 Awareness Campaigns: Mass education on alcohol-related diseases and social harm. 

 AI Regulation: Detect and suppress alcohol misinformation online. 

Conclusion 

 A systems-based, national-level policy on alcohol is long overdue. It must address health, social, 

digital, and economic angles holistically — focusing on people over profit and prevention over 

revenue. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:India needs a unified National Alcohol Control Policy to address the health and social costs of alcohol 

consumption. Discuss the need, challenges, and the way forward.(250 words) 
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Page : 09 :GS 1 : Indian Society 

The Indian government recently announced that the next Census will be conducted in 2027, marking a 16-

year gap since the last Census in 2011. The delay, originally due to COVID-19, now raises political, 

administrative, and developmental concerns — particularly with the inclusion of caste data for the first time 

in independent India. 

 

Key Concerns with the Delay 

 Governance Crisis: 
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o Policies are still being designed using 2011 data which does not reflect the current 

demographics, migration patterns, or urbanisation levels. 

o Welfare schemes like PDS, MGNREGS, vaccination drives, school enrolment projections face 

mismatches between demand and ground realities. 

 Data Gaps in Planning: 

o Lack of updated population data hampers infrastructure development, disaster preparedness, 

and resource allocation. 

o Challenges in identifying the aged population, urban poor, and emerging health trends. 

 Political Implications: 

o Delay raises questions about timing vis-à-vis delimitation (due post-2026). 

o Concerns over combining the Census with the National Population Register (NPR) amid 

controversies linked with NRC. 

Key Developments and Issues 

 Digital Census: 

o First attempt at a digital-first Census, intended to improve efficiency. However, risks excluding 

rural and marginalised communities, especially women due to poor digital access. 

 Inclusion of Caste Data: 

o For the first time, caste enumeration will be conducted. Experts highlight the need for trained 

enumerators, regional language support, and a clear methodology to avoid misreporting or 

confusion between surnames and caste identity. 

 No NPR Update Yet: 

o Though NPR was to be updated alongside the 2021 Census, the government has made no fresh 

announcement, possibly to avoid delay and controversy. 

Why Timely Census Matters 

 Evidence-based policymaking relies on up-to-date demographic and socio-economic data. 

 Targeted welfare schemes, urban planning, ageing population management, and tracking migration 

depend on accurate Census information. 

 Caste enumeration can enable affirmative action, better reservation policy planning, and social 

justice targeting. 

Suggestions & Way Forward 

 Conduct Census independently of NPR to avoid resistance and confusion. 

 Retain door-to-door enumeration, especially in vulnerable areas, even with digital integration. 
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 Provide intensive training to enumerators to handle caste data, regional complexities, and avoid 

misclassification. 

 Ensure gender-sensitive approaches and inclusion of hard-to-reach populations. 

 Consider policy mechanisms to bridge data gaps during inter-Census years (e.g., periodic national 

surveys). 

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques:Digital-first strategies in population enumeration risk widening existing inequalities. Evaluate the pros 

and cons of digitising the Census in a socio-economically diverse country like India.(250 Words) 
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Page 10 : GS 3 : Science and Technology 

Despite progress in indigenous fighter aircraft development (e.g., LCA Tejas, AMCA), India remains 

dependent on foreign engine technology, risking strategic vulnerability, delays, and constraints in defence 

preparedness. The failure of domestic engine programmes like Kaveri and the continued reliance on GE 

engines highlights India’s long-standing propulsion gap. 

 

Background: The Marut Case and Its Lessons 
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 HF-24 Marut, India’s first indigenous fighter (1960s), failed not due to design but due to lack of a 

powerful indigenous engine. 

 The British Orpheus 703 engine used was underpowered, limiting Marut’s performance. 

 Despite some success in the 1971 war, Marut was retired by 1990. 

 Lesson: Aircraft design is ineffective without a self-reliant propulsion base. 

The Kaveri Engine Project: A Missed Opportunity 

 Started in 1989 by DRDO’s GTRE for LCA. 

 Despite over ₹2,000 crore spent, Kaveri failed due to poor thrust-to-weight ratio, reliability, and 

thermal efficiency. 

 Collaboration efforts with Snecma (France) and later Safran did not materialise due to trust and 

tech-transfer issues. 

 LCA Tejas had to adopt GE F404-IN20, which is barely adequate. 

Current Challenges 

 Delayed Engine Deliveries: 

o GE’s delay in supplying F404 engines for LCA Mk1A set back timelines. 

o Production schedules and IAF's operational readiness are disrupted. 

 Strategic Dependency: 

o HAL’s deal to produce GE-F414 engines domestically has stalled. 

o GE’s refusal to share critical tech (single-crystal blades, thermal coating) blocks true 

indigenisation. 

 Multiservice Impact: 

o Army: Arjun tank uses German engine; Zorawar tank uses US engine. 

o Navy: Fully reliant on foreign engines for all ship classes. 

Why This Propulsion Gap Matters 

 Strategic Autonomy: Without engine self-sufficiency, India’s defence programmes are vulnerable 

to geopolitical pressure. 

 Export Limitations: Reliance on foreign engines restricts export potential due to third-party 

approval requirements. 

 Combat Readiness: Delays in engine delivery directly affect force strength, especially when fighter 

squadrons are already below sanctioned levels. 

The Way Forward 

 Long-term Vision: A 10–15 year roadmap focused exclusively on jet engine R&D is essential. 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 Institutional Reform: Integrate academia, private firms, and R&D labs into a unified innovation 

ecosystem. 

 Dedicated Defence Funding: Move beyond project-wise funding to mission-based, outcome-

driven investment. 

 Tech Partnerships: Negotiate meaningful technology transfer agreements with trusted allies. 

 Protect Indigenous IP: Build domestic capability from component-level up, safeguarding 

intellectual capital. 

UPSC Mains EssayPractice Question 

“True Atmanirbharta in defence lies not in assembling aircraft but in powering them. “ 
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Page : 12: Prelims Pointer 

The UNCTAD World Investment Report 2025 has flagged a significant decline in India’s Foreign Direct 

Investment (FDI) levels, both in absolute terms and as a share of the country’s capital formation and GDP. 

This trend suggests that foreign investment is playing a diminishing role in India's development financing. 

 

Key Findings 

 FDI Inflows (2024): $27.6 billion 

o Down 1.8% from 2023 

o Less than half of the FDI received in 2020 

 FDI as % of Capital Formation (Gross Fixed Capital Formation): 
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o Dropped to 2.3% in 2024 from 8.8% in 2020 

 FDI Stock as % of GDP: 

o Declined to 14% in 2024 from 17.9% in 2020 

Interpretation & Implications 

 A steady fall in FDI’s contribution to India's investment pool reflects lesser foreign investor 

confidence or interest, especially in high-capital projects. 

 However, domestic capital formation remains strong, suggesting India is increasingly relying on 

internal resources (public investment, domestic private investment) for growth. 

 Policy implications may include the need for: 

o Easing of regulatory bottlenecks 

o Enhanced investor protection mechanisms 

o Improved ease of doing business 

o Sector-specific reforms (manufacturing, electronics, services). 

UPSC PrelimsPractice Question 

Ques:With reference to the UNCTAD World Investment Report 2025, consider the following 

statements: 

1. FDI inflows into India increased by more than 10% in 2024 compared to 2023. 

2. The share of FDI in India’s gross capital formation has declined between 2020 and 2024. 

3. The total stock of FDI in India in 2024 is less than 15% of the GDP. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : b) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 02:Internaional Relations  

UPSC Mains Practice Question:India’s post-terror diplomatic responses are 

increasingly misaligned with global geopolitical trends. Discuss with reference to 

Operation Sindoor and India's diplomatic strategy.(250 words)  
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Context : 

The article evaluates the global diplomatic response to India’s Operation Sindoor (May 2025) — a 

military retaliation following the Pahalgam terror attack — and argues that criticism of India’s diplomats 

is misplaced. The core issue lies not in how the message was delivered, but what was messaged and how 

global geopolitics has evolved. 

Key Issues Highlighted 

1. Weak Diplomatic Support Post-Operation Sindoor 

Unlike after previous cross-border strikes: 

 2016 (Uri): Regional solidarity (SAARC boycott by Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, etc.) 

 2019 (Pulwama): Masood Azhar designated by UNSC after global pressure 

 2008 (Mumbai Attacks): UNSC sanctions on Hafiz Saeed & Pakistan on FATF grey list 

In 2025: 

 Minimal support post-Sindoor strike. 

 OIC, China, Turkiye, and others sided with Pakistan. 

 South Asian and Western support was lukewarm. 

 This reflects a diplomatic disconnect between India’s expectations and global priorities. 

2. Pakistan’s Recent Diplomatic Gains 

Despite its terror links, Pakistan has: 

 Amended the UNSC Pahalgam resolution, removing reference to TRF (The Resistance Front). 

 Gained UNSC roles (Taliban Sanctions Chair, Counter-Terrorism Vice-Chair). 

 Secured IMF and ADB funding despite Indian opposition. 

 Pak Army chief Gen. Munir invited to the White House. 

 May attempt to raise Kashmir at the UNSC as July President. 

These developments suggest that India’s message didn’t resonate globally, while Pakistan was able to 

maneuver diplomatically, even amid its economic and political crisis. 
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3. Problematic Messaging: India’s “New Normal” Doctrine 

The article critiques the three-pronged strategic doctrine articulated by PM Modi post-strike: 

i) “Any act of terror is an act of war” 

 Over-escalatory: Allows any rogue non-state actor to provoke large-scale retaliation. 

 Creates instability: Lowers the threshold for war. 

ii) “India will not bow to nuclear blackmail” 

 Risky signaling: Breaks previous restraint on nuclear rhetoric. 

 Alarms foreign capitals already worried about nuclear conflict zones. 

iii) “No distinction between state and non-state actors” 

 Implied full-scale retaliation: Against Pakistan even for non-state actions. 

 Suggests all-out war potential, not controlled military ops. 

This rhetorical hardline made even friendly countries hesitant to offer explicit support, especially in a 

world already anxious about territorial aggression and military adventurism. 

4. Diplomatic Misalignment with Global Norms 

India’s assertive approach is being viewed differently now than in the 2010s due to: 

 Geopolitical shifts: World is cautious post-Ukraine, Gaza, and South China Sea. 

 India’s ambiguous stance on Ukraine (not criticising Russia) and Gaza (silence on Israel’s actions) 

weakened its moral appeal in the West and Global South. 

 “Taking back PoK” statements by Indian leaders fuel fears of territorial revanchism. 

Diplomatic double standards (India demanding global support for its actions, while remaining silent on 

others) have undermined India’s narrative consistency. 

5. Decline in India’s Global Democratic Image 

Rising global criticism around: 

 CAA, Article 370 abrogation, Internet shutdowns, minority rights issues 

 Allegations of transnational killings (e.g., in Canada and the US) 
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 Democratic backsliding narratives in foreign media and parliaments 

These issues make India’s moral argument on terrorism and sovereignty harder to sell, especially when 

contrasted with Pakistan’s low global credibility. Instead of highlighting its democratic distinctiveness, 

India has risked appearing authoritarian. 

Core Argument 

India's diplomats ("messengers") should not be blamed for the lack of international support. The 

problem lies in the message and the context: 

 Aggressive messaging must consider the changing global mood. 

 Moral high ground is key — India must differentiate itself from Pakistan not just militarily, but as 

a secular, democratic, pluralistic power. 

 The tone of diplomacy needs recalibration, not just more of it. 

Conclusion: Rebuilding a Credible Global Narrative 

To regain international diplomatic traction, India must: 

 Focus on soft power and moral credibility 

 Align messaging with democratic values and international norms 

 Avoid escalatory rhetoric that contradicts its calls for dialogue in other forums 

 Strategically leverage multilateral platforms without sounding belligerent 

This also requires internal democratic strengthening — foreign policy credibility begins at home. 
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