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Page 01: GS 2 : International Relations 

The recent bilateral meeting between India’s Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his Chinese counterpart 

Admiral Dong Jun on the sidelines of the SCO Defence Ministers’ meet in Qingdao is a critical development 

in the evolving trajectory of India-China relations. At the core of the conversation was the reaffirmation of 

India’s firm stance on border management and cross-border terrorism, alongside efforts to restore 

normalcy in bilateral ties post-2020 standoff. 
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Key Highlights: 

1. Reaffirmation of India’s Position:India reiterated its unambiguous position on cross-border terrorism 

and the importance of peace and tranquillity along the Line of Actual Control (LAC). Mr. Singh also 

conveyed concerns over recent terrorist incidents like the Pahalgam attack and emphasized the need to 

dismantle terrorist networks, particularly emanating from Pakistan. 

2. Structured Engagement Framework:The dialogue stressed the need for a structured road map for 

resolution of border tensions. Key mechanisms such as disengagement, de-escalation, border 

management, and eventual delimitation were discussed under existing bilateral frameworks, including 

Special Representatives-level talks. This indicates a continuity in diplomatic and military communication 

channels, which are essential in managing on-ground friction. 

3. Strategic Messaging and Trust Deficit:By invoking the importance of reducing the trust deficit post-

2020 Galwan Valley clash, India has subtly signalled that strategic patience is conditional upon visible on-

ground de-escalation and respect for existing border protocols. This meeting also marked a rare occasion 

of high-level defence engagement, suggesting an attempt to normalize communication without 

compromising on core interests. 

4. Geopolitical Significance in SCO Framework:The meeting took place under the ambit of the SCO, a 

multilateral platform where both India and China are key members. This lends diplomatic legitimacy to the 

dialogue and highlights India’s strategic choice to pursue engagement even with adversaries, in 

multilateral forums, while safeguarding its sovereignty. 

5. Broader Regional Stability:The emphasis on building "good neighbourly conditions" and cooperation 

for regional stability ties the bilateral agenda to a larger Asian and global peace architecture. This aligns 

with India’s aspiration to be a responsible regional power and a stabilizing force in South and Central Asia. 

6. Resumption of Cultural Diplomacy:The resumption of the Kailash Manasarovar Yatra after five years 

signals a soft power approach to bilateral relations, attempting to revive people-to-people connections 

despite strategic tensions. 

7. Wider Diplomatic Engagement:Mr. Singh’s separate meetings with the defence ministers of Belarus, 

Tajikistan, and Kazakhstan also indicate India’s expanding defence diplomacy in Eurasia. These ties are 

critical in balancing Chinese influence in Central Asia and maintaining a multipolar regional structure. 
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Conclusion: 

This development showcases India’s calibrated diplomatic engagement with China—balancing firmness 

with dialogue. It reflects India's multi-pronged strategy of border management, counter-terrorism 

diplomacy, and multilateralism. The episode also reinforces India’s reliance on established mechanisms, 

signalling its preference for rule-based order, even amid rising geopolitical friction. Understanding this 

layered approach is key to analysing India’s foreign and defence policy in the Indo-Pacific and continental 

Asia. 

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques : The recent India-China Defence Ministers' dialogue highlights both the challenges and opportunities in 

restoring normalcy post-2020 border standoff. In this context, critically examine India's approach to managing its 

bilateral relationship with China while safeguarding its territorial integrity and regional interests.(250 Words) 
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Page 03: GS 2 : International Relations 

India’s categorical rejection of the “supplemental award” issued by the so-called Court of Arbitration on the 

Kishenganga and Ratle hydroelectric projects marks a significant development in the interpretation and 

application of the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT). The dispute, primarily driven by Pakistan’s objections to 

project designs, reflects deep-rooted geopolitical tensions and competing legal interpretations of water 

rights and sovereignty. 
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Key Highlights: 

1. India’s Firm Rebuttal to the Arbitration Body:India maintains that the Court of Arbitration (CoA) 

constituted in this case is illegally formed and has no legal jurisdiction. The Ministry of External Affairs 

stated that India has “never recognised the existence in law of this so-called Court of Arbitration,”and any 

award it renders is “per se void.” This response stems from India's consistent stance that technical 

disputes under the IWT should be handled by bilateral mechanisms or Neutral Experts, not international 

courts. 

2. Unilateralism by Pakistan and Treaty Violation:India alleges that Pakistan’s approach to the World 

Bank in 2016 to constitute a CoA was a unilateral action, bypassing established dispute resolution 

protocols within the IWT. Pakistan raised three issues related to Kishenganga and four regarding Ratle 

projects, alleging violations of treaty provisions. However, India's view is that such technical matters should 

have remained within the bilateral framework, and that third-party adjudication violates the spirit and 

letter of the treaty. 

3. Treaty in Abeyance Post Pahalgam Attack:The situation has escalated further as India has now put 

the Indus Waters Treaty in abeyance following the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack, citing Pakistan’s 

continued support for cross-border terrorism. This move is significant and unprecedented, as it marks 

India’s invocation of its sovereign rights under international law to suspend treaty obligations based on 

national security concerns. 

4. Strategic Messaging and Sovereignty Assertion:India’s response reflects a broader strategic assertion 

- that national security concerns override technical treaty obligations when one party is engaging in 

terrorism. By rejecting the legitimacy of the CoA and halting performance of treaty obligations, India is 

recalibrating the diplomatic space in which the IWT operates, pushing back against Pakistan’s legal and 

geopolitical maneuvering. 

5. Implications for Indus Waters Treaty:This standoff may have lasting implications for the future of the 

IWT, which has historically survived multiple wars and political crises. India’s stance introduces a new 

dimension — linking terrorism and water cooperation, which has never formally been part of treaty 

mechanics. This reflects an evolving foreign policy where treaties are not isolated from broader strategic 

and security considerations. 

Conclusion: 

India’s rejection of the supplemental award on the Kishenganga and Ratle projects is not merely a legal 

dispute but a manifestation of deep-rooted distrust and strategic divergence with Pakistan. It illustrates 

how international treaties, while designed for cooperation, are vulnerable to breakdowns when 
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foundational issues like trust, terrorism, and sovereignty are contested. It also showcases India's 

increasing use of strategic autonomy in international legal and diplomatic forums, aligning foreign policy 

with national security imperatives. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:India's rejection of the supplemental award by the Court of Arbitration on the Kishenganga and Ratle 

hydropower projects reflects a shift in its approach to international treaty obligations in the context of 

national security. Critically examine this statement in light of the recent developments under the Indus 

Waters Treaty.(250 words) 
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Page : 05 :GS 3 : Internal Security 

The recent initiatives by Assam and Mizoram to tighten control over identification documentation and 

cross-border movement reflect a broader shift in India’s internal security and demographic policy, 

especially in the sensitive northeast region. These developments emerge amidst growing concerns about 

illegal immigration from Bangladesh and the influx of Myanmar nationals due to ongoing civil strife. 
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Key Issues and Developments: 

1. Assam’s Aadhaar Issuance Reforms:Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has announced that 

only District Commissioners (DCs) will henceforth be authorized to issue Aadhaar cards to new adult 

applicants. This move is aimed at closing loopholes that allegedly allowed illegal Bangladeshi immigrants 

to acquire Aadhaar cards, often bypassing scrutiny. 

 The CM pointed out alarming figures—districts like Barpeta and Dhubri reported Aadhaar coverage 

of over 103%, indicating issuance to individuals possibly outside the projected population. 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 The government has linked the Aadhaar restrictions to the National Register of Citizens (NRC) 

process, denying Aadhaar to those not listed in the NRC. 

2. Mizoram’s Regulation on Myanmar Refugees:Mizoram Chief Minister Lalduhoma has proposed that the 

identity cards of Myanmar nationals be confiscated temporarily during their stay in India. While 

acknowledging the humanitarian nature of the crisis, he emphasized the misuse of India’s hospitality by 

some who frequently cross borders under the guise of being refugees. 

 The goal is to monitor movement and deter activities that may threaten security or violate asylum 

norms. 

 It reflects a delicate balancing act between humanitarian assistance and national security 

imperatives. 

3. Cross-Border Security and Demographic Concerns:Both states share porous international borders with 

countries undergoing socio-political turmoil. 

 Assam’s border with Bangladesh remains sensitive due to historical illegal migration. 

 Mizoram shares a shared ethnic and cultural bond with Chin communities in Myanmar, complicating 

enforcement and deportation measures. 

4. Institutional Response and Data Integrity:The attempts to plug Aadhaar loopholes and link them with 

NRC data show a convergence of demographic validation and digital governance. The proposed Aadhaar 

control mechanism is a step toward ensuring that welfare benefits and documentation do not reach 

unauthorized individuals. 

Broader Implications: 

 Federal vs Humanitarian Obligations: Mizoram’s action raises questions about how India treats 

refugees not covered under the UN Refugee Convention, especially when ethnic links and 

humanitarian concerns are involved. 

 Aadhaar Governance: Assam’s measures highlight the vulnerabilities in India’s UIDAI-based 

identification system, especially in border regions. It raises the need for biometric and legal 

safeguards in high-risk areas. 

 Internal Security and Demographic Management: These steps also reflect India’s evolving approach 

to demographic control and illegal migration in politically sensitive regions. 

Conclusion: 
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These developments underscore the intersection of national security, digital governance, refugee policy, 

and centre-state coordination. The evolving measures show that in regions like the Northeast, citizenship 

and identification are not just administrative processes but also tools of strategic statecraft. 

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques: Border States like Assam and Mizoram face unique demographic and security challenges due to 

illegal immigration. Discuss how identification systems like Aadhaar and local governance frameworks can 

be effectively leveraged to manage such cross-border movements while balancing humanitarian 

concerns.(250 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 06 : GS 2 : Governance 
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India’s entry into the top 100 in the Sustainable Development Report 

(SDR) 2025 by the UN’s Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

(SDSN) is a commendable milestone. From a 110th rank in 2016 to 99th 

in 2025, the progress reflects sustained policy interventions, particularly in 

poverty reduction, electricity access, and infrastructure. However, this 

progress also conceals deeper governance, equity, and nutrition-

related challenges that threaten sustainable and inclusive growth. 

Key Areas of Progress: 

1. Poverty Reduction (SDG 1):India is recognized for making strides in 

reducing poverty, with proxy data suggesting a fall from 22% in 2012 to 

about 12% in 2023. 

 However, this achievement is undermined by the absence of 

updated consumption expenditure data post-2018 and outdated 

poverty lines (e.g., Rangarajan Line), raising concerns about the 

credibility of estimation mechanisms. 

 This shows the importance of data transparency for effective 

policy planning and international credibility. 

2. Electricity Access (SDG 7):India has achieved near-universal 

household electrification, with notable growth in renewable energy 

(solar and wind). 

 However, the quality, reliability, and regional disparity in 

electricity access continue to persist. 

 India’s status as the 4th largest renewable capacity deployer 

shows strong policy direction in green infrastructure. 

3. Infrastructure and Digital Inclusion (SDG 9):India has improved in 

physical and digital infrastructure. 

 Mobile and UPI-based digital penetration have expanded 

financial inclusion. 

 Yet, the digital divide (especially rural-urban internet gap) exposed 

during COVID-19 continues to challenge equitable access to 

education (SDG 4) and public services. 
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Persistent Gaps and Challenges: 

1. Hunger and Nutrition (SDG 2): 

 Despite improvements, chronic undernutrition remains high: 

o Stunting: Still affects 35.5% of children (NFHS-5) 

o Wasting: Marginally reduced to 19.3% 

o Obesity: Nearly doubled among adults (15–49 years), especially in urban wealthier groups 

 These highlight India’s triple burden of malnutrition: undernutrition, micronutrient deficiency, and 

overnutrition. 

2. Governance and Institutional Performance (SDG 16): 

 India lags in rule of law, press freedom, judicial efficiency, and institutional independence. 

 These governance-related deficits hinder not only SDG 16 targets but also erode public trust and 

democratic accountability. 

 Institutional weakening can impact long-term development sustainability, making it a critical area 

of concern. 

Implications for Policy and Planning: 

 India's SDG progress must not lead to complacency; instead, it should encourage course correction 

in weak areas, particularly governance and nutrition. 

 Strong institutions, transparent data systems, and inclusive public service delivery mechanisms are 

essential for future gains. 

 Aligning national policies with SDGs in a whole-of-government and whole-of-society approach 

remains central to achieving the 2030 Agenda. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: India’s rise in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) ranking reflects measurable success in 

infrastructure and poverty reduction but also highlights structural weaknesses in governance and nutrition. 

Critically examine India’s progress in achieving the SDGs, with a focus on the role of data, decentralised 

governance, and inclusive development.(250 Words) 
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Page : 08: GS 3 : Science & Technology 

The proliferation of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in the Indian economy — particularly in IT, healthcare, finance, 

manufacturing, and services — is leading to a profound transformation of the workforce. Bengaluru, India’s 

AI nerve centre, offers a microcosm of this transformation. With over one lakh AI professionals, and rising 

investment in AI adoption across firms, India stands at the cusp of a large-scale labour market disruption. 

 

Key Dimensions of the AI Disruption: 
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1. Automation vs Employment Anxiety: 

 AI has automated routine tasks like invoice processing, accounting, and basic coding. This has raised 

fears of job displacement, especially in mid-skill, repetitive roles. 

 Yet, companies like Mphasis and SAP argue that AI is more of an "intelligent assistant" than a 

replacement, with most workers being repurposed or reskilled rather than fired. 

 The UNCTAD estimates that 40% of global jobs will be impacted by AI, raising inequality concerns. 

India must prepare for this structural shift. 

2. Augmentation vs Replacement: 

 AI’s role in India may largely remain augmentative, especially in sectors like healthcare, logistics, and 

education, where human oversight, ethics, and contextual decision-making are critical. 

 Experts like Balaji Parthasarathy note that due to low-cost labour and weak labour protections, 

companies may delay automation where human labour remains economically viable. 

3. Sector-specific Impact: 

 IT & ITeS: The most immediate impact, with coding efficiency going up by 30%, but also raising 

questions about headcount reduction. 

 Healthcare: AI is enhancing diagnostics, robotic surgeries, and hospital management. 

 Finance and Retail: AI is powering fraud detection, personalized marketing, and predictive analytics. 

 Customer Service: Early attempts to replace humans with bots have lowered satisfaction, showing 

limits of automation in emotion-driven roles. 

Government and Industry Response: 

1. Karnataka’s Proactive Survey: 

 The Karnataka IT-BT Department has launched a first-of-its-kind AI impact survey to assess how job 

roles are evolving and which sectors are most vulnerable. 

 The goal is to shape strategic interventions under the NIPUNA skilling programme, ensuring a 

policy-ready workforce. 

2. Industry-Led Skilling Initiatives: 

 Mphasis is focusing on hyper-personalised training and encouraging internal skill mobility. 

 SAP Labs India has clocked over 2 lakh learning hours with 50% of its employees already AI-enabled, 

in collaboration with institutions like IIM Bangalore and BITS Pilani. 
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 The aim is to future-proof the workforce, where even non-technical roles will require AI-ML 

proficiency and digital literacy. 

Key Challenges: 

 Talent Shortage in Core AI: India has abundant AI-ready talent but lacks enough specialist AI 

researchers and developers to build large foundational models like GPTs. 

 Employee Burnout and Unrealistic ROI: Many firms investing heavily in AI expect quick returns, 

putting unsustainable pressure on internal teams. 

 Inequality in AI Impact: High-skilled workers benefit most, while lower-skilled and informal workers 

remain vulnerable due to limited access to reskilling. 

 Ethical and Security Concerns: As noted, AI combined with technologies like quantum computing 

may pose cybersecurity threats, requiring robust regulation and international collaboration. 

Broader Implications for India: 

 AI will reshape employment metrics, productivity, and sectoral dynamics. 

 It calls for transformational reforms in skilling, education, labour regulation, and data protection 

laws. 

 With India's youth population and IT dominance, the challenge lies not in resisting AI, but in 

ensuring just and inclusive adaptation. 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques:"AI will not just replace jobs, it will reshape them."In light of recent developments, discuss how India 

can ensure workforce readiness in an AI-driven economy.(250 words) 
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis 
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Context : 

The recent China–Pakistan–Bangladesh trilateral meeting in Kunming, following a similar China–Pakistan–

Afghanistan meeting, signals the emergence of a China-led trilateral strategy in South Asia. This approach, 

which echoes Cold War-era strategic encirclement tactics, aims to diplomatically isolate India, undermine 

its regional influence, and solidify China’s geopolitical and economic footprint through platforms like the 

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

Key Strategic Takeaways: 

1. China’s Regional Recalibration via Trilateralism: 

 These China-led trilaterals are a departure from traditional bilateral alignments and signal an 

attempt to form regional clusters around Chinese interests. 

 By integrating countries such as Bangladesh and Afghanistan — both of which have seen a dip in 

ties with India post-regime changes — China seeks to strategically encircle India and offset New 

Delhi’s growing global stature. 

2. Pakistan’s Role as a Regional Spoiler: 

 Pakistan, weakened economically and diplomatically, finds in China a lifeline and geopolitical 

amplifier. 

 With over $29 billion in Chinese loans and 80% arms dependency, Pakistan is acting as a willing 

enabler of China’s strategy to counter India. 

 Its use of Chinese hardware in Operation Sindoor’s aftermath, and alignment over terror-linked 

narratives, demonstrates strategic synchronisation. 

3. India’s Counter-Assertiveness and Evolving Strategy: 

Paper 02International Relations 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:The emergence of China-led trilateral groupings 

involving Pakistan and India’s neighbours poses a new strategic challenge to 

India’s regional leadership.Critically analyse the implications of such alignments 

for India’s foreign policy and national security.(250 words)  
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 India has responded with military resolve (surgical strikes, Balakot airstrikes, Operation Sindoor) and 

diplomatic leverage (Indus Waters Treaty suspension, economic sanctions). 

 Increasing partnerships with regional players like Sri Lanka, Nepal, Maldives, and engagement with 

the Taliban regime in Afghanistan show India's adaptive and pragmatic diplomacy. 

Emerging Security Concerns: 

 Bangladesh and Afghanistan, under new governments, may drift toward China–Pakistan axis, risking 

the resurgence of cross-border terrorism and intelligence infiltration. 

 China’s shield over Pakistan-based terrorists at the UNSC further emboldens such threats. 

 This geopolitical design could reduce India’s bandwidth to address long-term strategic priorities like 

Indo-Pacific partnerships, economic diplomacy, and border infrastructure. 

China's Strategic Objectives: 

 Use Pakistan as a gateway to project influence in South Asia, while India remains preoccupied with 

border tensions and terror concerns. 

 Advance BRI connectivity by leveraging politically pliable regimes in neighbouring countries. 

 Dilute India’s soft power advantage in the region by undermining historical and cultural ties. 

India’s Diplomatic Pushback: 

 India is reinforcing bilateral relationships with regional players on terms of mutual respect and 

economic interdependence. 

 Despite differences with some neighbours, India has not obstructed regional energy or connectivity 

projects, indicating maturity in foreign policy. 

 There is increasing realisation in countries like Maldives and Sri Lanka that overdependence on 

China carries economic and strategic risks. 

Conclusion: 

India must view the China–Pakistan trilateral axis not just as a diplomatic realignment but as a 

comprehensive security and strategic challenge. While China seeks to exploit regional fault lines, India's 

emphasis must remain on strategic resilience, proactive diplomacy, and hard redlines. The nexus of 

terrorism, economic coercion, and geopolitical manipulation emerging from this axis demands a 

recalibrated South Asia policy, balancing assertiveness with constructive engagement. 
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