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Page 01: GS 2 : Indian Polity and Constitution 

The Union Government has notified a set of new regulations for the Union Territory of Ladakh amid 

growing demands from local civil society for constitutional safeguards. These include policies on job 

reservation, domicile status, official languages, and women’s political representation. These changes aim to 

address concerns about demographic change, employment, and cultural identity after the abrogation of 

Article 370. 

 

Key Highlights: 

 Domicile Policy: 

o To be considered a domicile of Ladakh, non-locals (including children of Central government 

employees) must prove 15 years of continuous residence since October 31, 2019 (Ladakh's 

UT foundation day). 

 Reservation Quota: 

o Up to 85% reservation (excluding EWS) has been allowed for locals. 

o 80% of vacancies are to be reserved for Scheduled Tribes (STs), reflecting the tribal majority 

(80%) of Ladakh’s population. 

o 4% for LAC/LoC residents, 1% for SCs, and 10% for EWS—totaling 95% reservation in jobs. 

 Women’s Representation: 
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o One-third of seats in Ladakh’s Hill Councils will be reserved for women on a rotational basis. 

 Official Languages: 

o The official languages notified are English, Hindi, Urdu, Bhoti, and Purgi. Other native 

languages will also be promoted institutionally. 

 Other Regulations Notified: 

o Ladakh Official Languages Regulation, 2025 

o Ladakh Civil Services Decentralisation and Recruitment (Amendment) Regulation, 2025 

o Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Councils (Amendment) Regulation, 2025 

Mains Analysis: 

 These notifications are a response to the long-standing demands for local protection post-2019, 

especially concerns around land rights, employment, and cultural preservation. While job 

reservations and language recognition address identity-related concerns, the exclusion of Statehood 

and Sixth Schedule inclusion—key demands of local leaders—remains a point of contention. The 

increased reservation quota also raises constitutional questions, as the general cap on reservations 

is 50%, though Ladakh is a UT without a legislature. 

 The move to promote native languages like Bhoti and Purgi reflects a broader cultural recognition 

effort. Similarly, women’s political empowerment through seat reservations marks a progressive step 

toward inclusive governance. 

Conclusion: 

 The Centre’s policy push in Ladakh is aimed at balancing development with local aspirations. 

However, the absence of statehood and Sixth Schedule status may continue to fuel discontent. The 

coming months will be crucial to see whether these administrative safeguards are enough to satisfy 

Ladakh’s civil society or whether the demand for constitutional status gains momentum. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques : The recent domicile and reservation policies in Ladakh aim to balance development with identity protection. 

Critically examine the implications of these policies for tribal rights, federalism, and regional autonomy. (250 words) 
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Page 01: GS 2 : Indian Polity and Constitution 

The Union Government plans to bring a motion of impeachment against Justice Yashwant Varma (now 

posted at the Allahabad High Court) during the upcoming Monsoon Session of Parliament. This follows his 

indictment by a committee set up by the then Chief Justice of India, Sanjiv Khanna, regarding recovery of 

unaccounted cash from his premises. Despite being asked to resign, Justice Varma refused, leading to the 

initiation of constitutional removal proceedings under Article 217 read with Article 124(4). 

 

Key Constitutional Provisions: 

 Article 124(4): Lays down the procedure for the removal of Supreme Court and High Court judges 

for "proved misbehaviour or incapacity". 

Impeachment Process: 

 Can be initiated in either House of Parliament. 

 Requires support of 100 Lok Sabha MPs or 50 Rajya Sabha MPs to admit the motion. 

 An inquiry committee is formed under Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968. 

 If found guilty, the motion must be passed by two-thirds majority in both Houses. 
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Significance and Issues: 

 Judicial Accountability vs. Independence: 

o The case highlights the delicate balance between holding judges accountable and preserving 

the judiciary’s independence from political influence. 

 Political Consensus and Ethics: 

o Government's effort to build all-party consensus underscores the non-partisan nature of the 

judiciary and the seriousness of impeachment motions. 

 Rarity of Impeachment: 

o Only a few impeachment motions have reached advanced stages in Indian history (e.g., 

Justice V. Ramaswami in 1993), and none have resulted in actual removal so far, making this a 

significant constitutional development. 

Conclusion: 

 The impeachment proceedings against Justice Varma mark a rare instance of invoking constitutional 

mechanisms for judicial accountability. While such action reinforces the integrity of the judiciary, it 

must be conducted with utmost transparency, bipartisan support, and respect for due process to 

avoid setting a politically motivated precedent. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question 

Ques:Consider the following statements regarding judicial impeachment in India: 

1. No judge has ever been impeached successfully in India. 

2. Justice V. Ramaswami was removed through the impeachment process in 1993. 

3. Impeachment can only be initiated in the Lok Sabha. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a) 1 only 

b)  2 and 3 only 

c) 1 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : a) 
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Page : 06 :GS 3 : Environment and Ecology 

A high-powered committee led by the Principal Scientific Adviser has recommended relaxing the 

mandatory installation of Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) units in most of India’s coal-based thermal 

power plants (TPPs). The recommendation comes amid long-standing delays, high costs, and limited 

impact of FGDs on ambient air quality. The move may significantly alter India’s pollution control strategy 

for its power sector. 

 

Key Points: 

 What are FGD Units? 
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o FGD systems remove sulphur dioxide (SO₂) from exhaust flue gases of fossil-fuel power plants, 

reducing air pollution and acid rain. 

 Background: 

o In 2015, India mandated FGD installation across all thermal power units to control SO₂ emissions, 

with phased deadlines (latest by 2027). 

o However, 92% of the 600 TPP units have still not installed FGDs due to: 

 High capital costs 

 Limited vendor capacity 

 COVID-19 disruptions 

 Fear of rising electricity prices 

 New Recommendations: 

o FGDs may be exempted for about 80% of the plants, especially those not located near dense 

population centres. 

o Only Category A plants (within 10 km of NCR or cities with 1 million+ population) must install 

FGDs. 

o Just 14 out of 66 such plants have done so till now. 

 Scientific Justification: 

o Ambient SO₂ levels are already well below India's permissible limit (80 µg/m³); actual readings 

hover between 10-20 µg/m³. 

o Indian coal is naturally low in sulphur. 

o FGDs don’t show significant difference in air quality near plants with or without them. 

 Caveat: 

o Plants must still comply with Particulate Matter (PM) and water usage standards. 

Conclusion: 

 The recommendation to exempt most thermal power plants from installing FGDs marks a shift 

towards cost-effective pollution control, based on empirical ambient air quality data. While it may 

ease economic and logistical burdens, it raises questions about India’s long-term climate and health 

commitments, especially under international environmental agreements. 

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques:What are Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FGD) units, and why were they mandated in Indian thermal 

power plants? Critically examine the recent recommendation to exempt most coal plants from installing 

FGDs in the context of environmental protection and public health. (250 Words) 
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Page 09 : GS 3 : Science and Technology 

India’s edible oil policy has come under scrutiny due to two key decisions: 

 FSSAI’s 2021 ban on blended mustard oil to prevent adulteration and support local mustard 

farming. 

 Supreme Court’s 2024 split verdict on the environmental release of genetically modified (GM) 

mustard – DMH-11, citing concerns over insufficient health impact studies. 

 Though both aimed to protect consumer health, concerns about erucic acid levels in mustard oil 

suggest that these decisions may be inadequate or misdirected. 
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Key Issues: 

 Erucic Acid in Mustard Oil: 

o Indian mustard oil contains 40–54% erucic acid, much higher than the globally accepted 

standard of <5%. 

o High erucic acid levels are linked to heart and organ toxicity in animals, though human evidence 

is inconclusive. 

 Blended Oil Ban (2021): 

o FSSAI banned blended mustard oil to curb adulteration. 

o However, blending (within legal limits) helps dilute erucic acid, improving the oil’s health profile. 

o The ban could be counterproductive unless packaged and labelled blended oils are permitted 

under regulation. 

 GM Mustard (DMH-11): 

o DMH-11 has lower erucic acid (30–35%) and higher yields. 

o One Supreme Court judge opposed its release over lack of health impact data. 

o Wider GM adoption could reduce edible oil imports and health risks if safety is assured. 

 Edible Oil Imports: 

o India imports over $20 billion worth of edible oils annually. 

o Promoting low-erucic acid mustard (via GM crops or breeding) can reduce this dependency. 

Conclusion: 

 India’s dual strategy—banning blended mustard oil and blocking GM mustard—may undermine 

both health and economic goals. A balanced policy allowing regulated blending and scientifically 

approved GM crops could offer a better path forward. Strengthening food safety enforcement and 

investing in low-erucic acid breeding programmes is essential for long-term public health and self-

reliance in edible oils. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:India’s policy decisions on edible oil blending and genetically modified mustard reflect a tension 

between food safety, public health, and agricultural innovation. Critically examine this statement with 

reference to erucic acid content in mustard oil. (250 words) 
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Page 10 : GS 2 : Indian Polity and Constitution 

The structure of the Civil Services Examination (CSE), governed by the UPSC, is a legacy of the Macaulay 

Report (1854) and further institutionalized through the Kothari Committee Report (1975) which led to the 

present three-stage model — Prelims, Mains, and Interview. 

 

 However, over time, multiple concerns have emerged regarding: 

o Opaque processes in the prelims stage (until RTI in 2005), 

o Bias towards certain educational backgrounds (especially in CSAT/Paper-II), 

o Lack of analytical depth in Mains GS papers, 

o Strategic selection of optionals rather than domain-based choices. 

Several reform committees (e.g., S.K. Khanna Committee, Nigavekar Committee) have made 

structural changes, but the process still remains mentally taxing, highly competitive, and arguably 

disconnected from the actual administrative aptitude required in service. 

Key Issues Raised: 

 Prelims as a 'jealous gatekeeper': From over 5 lakh aspirants, only ~10,000 make it to Mains. 

Paper-I is highly unpredictable, while Paper-II still indirectly favours science/engineering students. 
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 Lack of analytical depth in Mains: 20 short-answer format restricts nuanced expression; factual 

responses are often rewarded over thoughtful analysis. 

 Optional subject dilemma: Many aspirants choose scoring subjects rather than their academic 

background — defeating the purpose of domain expertise. 

Recommendations for Reform: 

 Revise the Preliminary Structure: 

o Make Paper-II more inclusive or replace it with a universally accessible aptitude test. 

o Introduce transparency in question setting and answer key validation. 

 Revamp the Mains General Studies: 

o Include long-form analytical questions to test reasoning and decision-making. 

o Rebalance the question paper to test both factual and interpretive skills. 

 Replace Optionals: 

o Introduce two compulsory papers on Governance, Public Policy, and Ethics to ensure relevance 

to administrative work. 

 Ensure accessibility and fairness: 

o Consider digital options and regional language parity. 

o Reduce the opportunity cost of aspirants by limiting attempts or exam duration cycle. 

Conclusion: 

 The Civil Services Exam, while serving as a robust filter for administrative talent, needs 

modernization to align with India’s dynamic governance needs. Reforms should aim at inclusivity, 

relevance, and reduced psychological stress on aspirants. The focus must shift from rote 

memorization and strategy-based elimination to analytical, ethical, and governance-oriented 

evaluation. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:Discuss the constitutional safeguards and judicial interventions related to the imposition of 

President’s Rule under Article 356. In light of recent developments, evaluate the relevance of the S.R. 

Bommai judgment in protecting India’s federal structure.(250 words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 
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Context : 

 India has recently become the world’s fourth-largest economy and is now a global energy 

powerhouse — the 3rd largest energy and oil consumer, and 4th in refining and LNG imports. With 

energy demand expected to grow 2.5x by 2047, India’s energy strategy under the Modi government 

is built around four pillars: diversification, domestic production, renewables transition, and 

affordability. 

 This strategic shift is backed by major policy, technological, and structural reforms in upstream 

exploration, downstream infrastructure, clean fuels, and consumer-focused pricing. 

Key Strategic Highlights: 

 Upstream Reforms: 

o Exploration acreage doubled; ‘No-Go’ areas reduced by 99%. 

o Pricing reforms offer incentives and shared infrastructure to boost output. 

o Discoveries across key basins (Mumbai, Assam, Mahanadi) with ONGC and Oil India adding over 

75 MMtoe of reserves. 

 Technological Advancements: 

o Missions like Anveshan and AGG surveys boost basin mapping. 

o International collaborations (e.g., with BP, University of Houston) attract global investment. 

 Clean Fuel Push: 

o Ethanol blending at 19.7% in 2025 (up from 1.5% in 2013), saving forex and boosting farmer 

income. 

o Over 100 compressed biogas plants set up under SATAT. 

o Green hydrogen production and electrolyser tenders initiated. 

 Gas Infrastructure: 

o PNG connections rose from 25 lakh to 1.5 crore. 

o Gas pipelines expanded to over 25,000 km, aiming for 33,000 km by 2030. 

 Downstream Growth: 

o 24,000 km product pipelines; 96,000 retail fuel outlets operational. 

Paper 03:Indian Economy &  Science and Technology 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:India’s energy transition is not just about 

sustainability, but sovereignty.” In the light of this statement, critically examine 

the key pillars and challenges of India’s energy policy in the last decade.(250 

words)  
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o Digital mapping via Gati Shakti ensures seamless integration of energy assets. 

 Affordability & Equity: 

o PMUY ensures subsidized LPG for poor households. 

o India shields citizens from global fuel price shocks via policy interventions. 

Conclusion: 

 India’s energy policy has transformed from being import-dependent and reactive to becoming 

proactive, self-reliant, and green-focused. With structural reforms, tech-driven exploration, and bold 

renewable targets, India is well-positioned to balance energy security, economic growth, and climate 

sustainability in the coming decades. The energy sector is now not just a service but a strategic pillar 

of India's rise as a global power. 

 


