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Page 04:Prelims Pointer 

India is set to procure 87 Medium Altitude Long Endurance (MALE) drones under the Make in India 

initiative, aimed at boosting surveillance and operational capabilities along its sea and land borders. 

 

Significance of the Move: 

1. Strategic and Tactical Surveillance: 

o Enhances real-time Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) along critical regions 

like the Western border (Pakistan) and Eastern border (China). 
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o Facilitates monitoring of difficult terrains including deserts, mountains, and coastal areas. 

2. Strengthening National Security: 

o Crucial in the context of heightened threats across the LAC and LoC, cross-border terrorism, 

and illegal infiltration. 

o Also vital for maritime domain awareness in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 

3. Boost to Indigenisation: 

o Part of the ₹20,000 crore project under ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’. 

o Reduces dependence on foreign players like Israel, previously the main supplier. 

o Mandate of 60% indigenous content spurs domestic innovation and R&D. 

4. Defence Industrial Development: 

o Provides opportunities for private Indian defence manufacturers. 

o Encourages growth of a domestic drone ecosystem, including startups, MSMEs, and tech 

firms. 

5. Tri-services Integration: 

o Enhances interoperability across the Army, Navy, and Air Force. 

o Supports network-centric warfare and integrated theatre commands. 

Challenges: 

 Technological Constraints: Ensuring indigenous drones meet global standards in endurance, 

payload, and stealth. 

 Private Sector Capacity: Domestic firms may need additional support in terms of testing 

infrastructure, funding, and export opportunities. 

 Clearances and Bureaucracy: Though fast-tracked, delays in high-level committee approvals and 

procurement bottlenecks may persist. 

Way Forward: 

 Policy Push: Strengthen policies that support private sector participation in defence (like 

Innovations for Defence Excellence - iDEX). 

 R&D Investment: Invest in long-term indigenous R&D to reduce reliance on imported components 

(sensors, engines). 

 Export Strategy: Position India as a global drone exporter, particularly to the Global South. 

 Human Resource Development: Build a trained workforce in UAV technologies, AI, and aerospace 

engineering. 

Conclusion: 
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The procurement of indigenous MALE drones marks a significant shift towards self-reliance in defence and 

technological sovereignty. It holds promise not only for securing India’s borders but also for transforming 

India into a global hub for cutting-edge drone technology. However, success will depend on timely 

execution, sustained policy support, and long-term capacity building. 

UPSCPrelims Practice Question 

Ques: Which of the following statements best describes MALE drones recently mentioned in Indian defence 

news? 

A) Low-altitude drones used primarily for civilian agriculture monitoring 

B) Medium Altitude Long Endurance drones used for surveillance and combat 

C) High Altitude Long Endurance drones used for space research 

D) Drones exclusively used for logistics and cargo transport 

Ans: B) 
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Page 04: GS 2 : International Relations 

India significantly contributed to the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)’s "Comprehensive Update on 

Terrorist Financing Risks" report, which, for the first time, officially recognises state sponsorship of 

terrorism as a method of terror financing. 

 

Key Highlights of the Report: 

1. State Sponsorship of Terrorism Recognised: 
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o A first-of-its-kind acknowledgement by FATF of state actors aiding terrorism through 

financing. 

o Highlights Pakistan's role, as flagged by India and supported by findings from the UNSC 

Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate and France. 

2. India's National Risk Assessment (2022): 

o India’s NRA explicitly identified state-sponsored terrorism, especially from Pakistan, as a 

major threat. 

o Financial institutions in India are directed to conduct enhanced due diligence for transactions 

involving Pakistan. 

3. Global Impact: 

o The findings in the FATF report are expected to influence global NRAs (National Risk 

Assessments). 

o The U.S. 2024 NRA already notes threats from Pakistan, and will now have to align with 

FATF's broader recognition. 

4. Modus Operandi Highlighted: 

o Smuggling of oil from Iran to Pakistan is flagged as a mechanism used to generate illicit 

funds for terrorist organisations. 

Significance for India: 

 Diplomatic Victory: 

o Reinforces India’s longstanding position on Pakistan’s sponsorship of terrorism at a global 

platform. 

o Enhances India’s credibility and leadership in shaping global counter-terror financing norms. 

 Strategic Leverage: 

o Makes it more difficult for Pakistan to access global financial systems, raising costs for its 

economy and diplomatic capital. 

o Builds pressure for compliance and monitoring through enhanced KYC norms by global 

financial institutions. 

 Counter-Terrorism Policy Strengthening: 

o Helps in refining India’s domestic and international financial intelligence frameworks like FIU-

IND, RBI, and Enforcement Directorate protocols. 

o Encourages more inter-agency coordination and technology adoption for tracing illicit flows. 

Challenges and Concerns: 

 Enforcement Gaps: 

o Despite recognition, actual enforcement of sanctions and restrictions on states sponsoring 

terrorism remains uneven. 
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 Geopolitical Complexity: 

o Some countries may resist naming or penalising strategic allies like Pakistan due to geo-

political considerations. 

 Evolving Methods of Terror Financing: 

o Shift towards cryptocurrencies, NGOs, and informal networks makes tracking harder. 

o Continuous innovation in terrorist tactics calls for real-time intelligence sharing. 

Way Forward: 

 Strengthen Global Alliances: 

o Work with likeminded nations to push for greater FATF compliance and enforcement 

mechanisms. 

 Improve Domestic Capacity: 

o Enhance data analytics, AI-driven surveillance, and inter-operability among Indian intelligence 

and enforcement agencies. 

 Push for Grey/Blacklisting When Needed: 

o Use FATF platform to press for greylisting or blacklisting of nations with proven involvement 

in terror financing. 

 Leadership in Global Forums: 

o As a major stakeholder, India should continue to provide technical and policy leadership in 

bodies like FATF, G20, and UNSC Counter-Terrorism Committee. 

Conclusion: 

India’s proactive role in shaping the FATF report marks a strategic and diplomatic milestone in its global 

counter-terrorism efforts. By bringing state-sponsored terror financing into international focus, India not 

only strengthens its own security narrative but also contributes to shaping a more accountable global 

financial architecture. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question  

Ques: Consider the following statements regarding the Financial Action Task Force (FATF): 

1. FATF is a legally binding body under the United Nations. 

2. It deals with money laundering and terrorist financing issues. 

3. India is a full member of FATF. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

A) 1 and 2 only 

B) 2 and 3 only 

C) 1 and 3 only 

D) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: B)  
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Page : 06 :GS 2 : International Relations 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Namibia marks a significant step in India’s renewed diplomatic and 

economic outreach to Africa, particularly within the larger framework of cooperation with the Global 

South. He reiterated India's commitment to cooperative development, digital innovation, and historical 

solidarity with Africa, especially Namibia. 
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Key Highlights of the Visit: 

1. Historical Ties and Decolonisation Support: 

o India supported Namibia’s independence from as early as 1946 at the United Nations. 

o India provided material and diplomatic support to SWAPO during its struggle for 

independence. 

o First diplomatic mission of SWAPO was established in India in 1986. 

2. Digital Diplomacy: 

o Namibia to adopt India’s UPI (Unified Payments Interface) — a milestone in India’s 

Fintech diplomacy. 

o A licensing agreement between the NPCI and Bank of Namibia was signed in April 2024. 

o Reflects India’s soft power through technology transfer and digital public goods. 

3. Economic and Development Cooperation: 

o Agreements signed to establish an Entrepreneurship Development Centre. 

o MoUs in health and medicine, indicating people-centric development cooperation. 

4. Global Climate and Energy Collaboration: 

o Namibia joins: 

 Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) 

 Global Biofuel Alliance (GBA) — showcasing shared commitment to green growth. 

5. Symbolic Recognition: 

o PM Modi awarded Namibia’s highest civilian honour, Order of the Most Ancient 

Welwitschia Mirabilis. 

o Reinforces mutual respect and long-term friendship. 

Significance of the Visit: 

1. Strengthening India-Africa Relations: 

o Reinforces India’s Africa Policy, based on mutual respect, South-South cooperation, and 

capacity-building. 

o Moves away from extractive models of development; emphasizes value creation, 

entrepreneurship, and technology-driven growth. 

2. Strategic Counter to China’s Influence: 

o Without directly naming China, PM Modi stressed “cooperation not competition”, subtly 

signaling India’s alternative approach to African engagement. 

3. Soft Power and Digital Influence: 

o Export of India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) like UPI strengthens its tech diplomacy 

and global branding. 

o Enhances trust in Indian systems, and opens up potential for future economic linkages. 

4. Global South Leadership: 
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o Visit aligns with India’s ongoing Global South advocacy, as seen in G20 and BRICS 

platforms. 

o Promotes equitable global governance, resilience, and sustainability. 

Challenges in India-Africa Engagement: 

 Limited Investment Capacity compared to China. 

 Logistics and connectivity bottlenecks. 

 Need for deeper people-to-people contacts and awareness of Indian assistance in Africa. 

 Some African nations may view India’s growing presence with pragmatic caution. 

Way Forward: 

 Institutionalise India-Africa Summits and strengthen Pan-African engagement frameworks. 

 Expand digital and financial cooperation with more African countries under India Stack licensing. 

 Prioritise local capacity-building, education exchange, and infrastructure development in Africa. 

 Promote triangular cooperation with other donors like Japan, EU, and multilateral institutions. 

Conclusion: 

PM Modi’s Namibia visit underscores India’s principled, partnership-driven approach toward Africa. 

Rather than extractive ties, India offers a model based on mutual empowerment, digital inclusion, and 

historical solidarity. It marks a crucial milestone in India’s bid to emerge as a leader of the Global South 

and a trusted development partner in a multipolar world. 

 

UPSCMains Practice Question 

Ques:India’s engagement with Africa reflects a shift from transactional relations to a partnership-based 

developmental approach." In the light of recent developments, critically examine India’s evolving Africa 

policy.(250 Words) 
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Page 07 : GS 2: Social Justice  

A global team of scientists has conducted the most precise intercontinental comparison of optical atomic 

clocks to date, laying the groundwork to redefine the SI unit of time — the second — by 2030 using optical 

lattice clocks, which are vastly more accurate than current cesium-based atomic clocks. 
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Background: 

1. Current Definition of a Second (since 1967): 

o Based on the microwave frequency (9,192,631,770 Hz) emitted during a hyperfine transition 

in Caesium-133 atoms. 

o Accurate to ~1 second in 300 million years. 

2. Emergence of Optical Atomic Clocks: 

o Use optical frequencies (hundreds of trillions of Hz), which are 10,000 times higher than 

microwave frequencies. 

o Can measure time to a precision of 18 decimal places. 

o Examples: Strontium (Sr), Ytterbium (Yb), Indium (In) based clocks. 

o Expected to redefine the second by 2030. 

About the New Study: 

 Scale: 

o 10 optical clocks across three continents. 

o 65 researchers from national metrology institutes in Germany, France, Finland, Italy, Japan, 

and the U.K. 

 Atoms Used:Sr, Yb, Sr⁺, Yb⁺ (in two states), and In⁺. 

 Connectivity Techniques: 

o Optical fibre links (within and across countries). 

o GPS-based IPPP (Integer Precise Point Positioning) to connect distant clocks like those in 

Japan and the U.K. 

 Duration of Study: 

o 45 days (Feb 20 – Apr 6, 2022). 

 Precision Achieved: 

o Most comparisons agreed within 10⁻¹⁶ to 10⁻¹⁸. 

o The tightest ratio: In⁺ to Yb⁺(E3) with uncertainty of 4.4 × 10⁻¹⁸. 

 New Contributions: 

o First-time direct measurements of 4 frequency ratios. 

o Large-scale publication of a correlation matrix to avoid double counting errors in future 

analyses. 

Why Redefine the Second? 

 Limitations of Caesium Clocks: 

o Though highly accurate, newer applications demand ultra-stability and precision. 

 Applications Needing Higher Precision: 
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o GPS and satellite navigation systems. 

o Climate science — measuring changes in Earth’s gravity and mass (e.g., glacial melt). 

o Radio astronomy — synchronizing massive telescopic arrays. 

o Quantum computing, deep space navigation, fundamental physics experiments. 

India’s Position: 

 India’s National Physical Laboratory (NPL) maintains five cesium clocks. 

 Time dissemination through INSAT, telecom signals, and fibre links. 

 India must invest in optical clock development and participate in future global standards. 

Challenges Identified: 

 Minor frequency shifts between some clocks (e.g., France and Germany's Sr clocks). 

 Technical glitches in GPS signal distribution at Italy’s facility. 

 Need for redundant verification mechanisms across technologies (fibre vs GPS). 

Way Forward: 

1. Infrastructure Investment: 

o Countries including India need to build their own optical atomic clock systems. 

2. Global Cooperation: 

o Collaborative testing and calibration among national metrology institutes. 

3. Data Transparency: 

o Publish calibration errors and correlation matrices to ensure scientific integrity. 

4. Policy Implications: 

o A redefinition will affect telecom, financial transactions, navigation, research, etc. — 

necessitating global synchronization. 

Conclusion: 

The redefinition of the SI second is not just a scientific milestone but a technological leap. The success of 

this largest intercontinental clock comparison signifies global readiness for the change. As the shift to 

optical atomic clocks advances, it reflects humanity’s pursuit of precision, collaboration, and innovation, 

with wide-reaching implications across science, technology, and global standards. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: Discuss the significance of the global effort to redefine the SI unit of time using optical atomic 

clocks.(250 Words) 
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Page 10 : GS 3 : Disaster Management 

As climate change accelerates the frequency and intensity of natural disasters, traditional insurance 

mechanisms are proving inadequate. In this context, Catastrophe Bonds (Cat Bonds) emerge as a powerful 

financial innovation to pre-arrange disaster funding and transfer risk to global financial markets. 

 

What Are Catastrophe Bonds? 

 Hybrid insurance-debt instrument: Transfers disaster risk from a sponsoring country to global 

investors. 

 Structure: 

o Issued via intermediaries (e.g., World Bank). 
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o Investors receive high coupon rates but risk losing part of the principal if a pre-defined 

disaster occurs. 

 Used for earthquakes, floods, cyclones, forest fires, etc. 

Global Status and Benefits 

 $180 billion worth of issuances since inception. 

 Cat bonds offer: 

o Diversification from market-linked risks. 

o High returns for investors. 

o Quick payouts for affected countries. 

 Major investors: Pension funds, hedge funds, family offices. 

Why Cat Bonds Are Relevant for India 

 High disaster exposure: Floods, cyclones, quakes. 

 Low insurance penetration for livelihoods and property. 

 Government already spends ₹1.8 billion/year on disaster mitigation. 

 Cat bonds can help: 

o Pre-fund relief and reconstruction. 

o Protect public finances from climate shocks. 

India as a Regional Leader 

 India can lead a South Asian cat bond covering: 

o Earthquakes (India, Nepal, Bhutan). 

o Cyclones/Tsunamis (India, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Bangladesh, Myanmar). 

 Benefits: 

o Spreads risk, reduces premiums, strengthens regional resilience. 

Challenges 

 Trigger design risk: Minor differences in event magnitude may prevent payout. 

 Perception issues if no disaster occurs. 

 Requires transparent procedures and technical expertise. 

Conclusion 
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Cat bonds present a forward-looking disaster risk financing mechanism. India, with its financial strength 

and disaster exposure, is well-positioned to utilize and lead this model — ensuring a resilient, climate-

ready economy and region. 

 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques: In the context of increasing climate-related disasters, examine how catastrophe bonds can 

strengthen India’s disaster risk management strategy. Also discuss the feasibility of India leading a regional 

catastrophe bond framework. (250 Words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

“Power without empathy is violence by another name.” – Apsara Reddy 

The recent custodial death of Ajith Kumar in Tamil Nadu has reignited the debate over police brutality, 

misuse of power, and lack of structural reform in India’s criminal justice system. His death, along with 

Paper 02Polity & Governance 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Custodial deaths reflect systemic failure in India’s 

criminal justice system." Discuss with reference to recent incidents and reforms 

required. (250 words)  
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others like Vignesh (2022) and Raja (2024), reflects not isolated incidents but a systemic pattern of 

custodial violence, especially targeting the poor and marginalized. 

Key Issue: Custodial Deaths in India 

 India reports dozens of custodial deaths annually, yet few lead to convictions. 

 According to the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), over 500 custodial deaths were 

reported in 2022–23 alone. 

 Most such deaths involve: 

o Torture during interrogation 

o Fabricated charges or false confessions 

o Negligence in providing medical care 

o Targeting of Dalits, minorities, and the poor 

Case Examples: Tamil Nadu’s Pattern 

1. Ajith Kumar (2025) – temple guard; autopsy revealed 44 injuries and signs of torture. 

2. Vignesh (2022) – 25-year-old man detained for petty offense; died within hours. 

3. Raja (2024) – Dalit cook accused of theft; death in custody, no compensation to family. 

4. Tiruchi auto-driver (2023) – died from suspicious injuries in police custody. 

These cases highlight brutality, impunity, and absence of deterrent punishment. 

Core Problems in Policing 

1. Normalisation of Force Over Fairness 

 Custody becomes a space for coercion rather than correction. 

 Officers are rewarded for “results” (confessions, recoveries) rather than process or legality. 

 Moral justification for using violence is rooted in institutional and political culture. 

2. Skewed Budget Priorities 

 Thousands of crores spent on: 

o Hardware: surveillance, drones, riot gear, vehicles. 

o But negligible investment in: 

 Officer welfare 

 Mental health support 

 Ethics and rights-based training 
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3. Mental Health and Burnout 

 Police often work under extreme stress: long hours, poor infrastructure, political pressure. 

 Exposure to trauma (domestic abuse, violence, death) leads to psychological fatigue, which can 

turn into brutality. 

4. Obsolete Police Training 

 Many training modules are decades old, with little focus on human rights, community policing, 

or empathy. 

 Law enforcement is seen through the lens of control, not service. 

Reforms Needed 

A. Reallocation of Police Budget 

 Even 5% of police spending redirected toward: 

o District-level mental health units 

o Quarterly counseling for police 

o Sensitivity and ethics workshops 

 This can transform both custodial behavior and public trust. 

B. Modernize Training Curriculum 

 Include: 

o Human rights jurisprudence 

o Trauma-informed investigation 

o Community policing 

o Gender and caste sensitivity 

 Move beyond lathi and law books — build conscience. 

C. Legal and Structural Accountability 

 Enact a Comprehensive Anti-Custodial Violence Law: 

o Mandatory video recording of interrogations. 

o Time-bound investigation of custodial deaths. 

o Independent judicial oversight. 

o Civil society monitoring committees at state and district levels. 
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D. Use Technology as Safeguard 

 CCTV in lock-ups and custody areas: 

o Must be tamper-proof, audited, and have real-time monitoring. 

 Digital forensics and cloud data storage can prevent manipulation. 

E. Rehumanize the Police Force 

 Change the perception of the police uniform: 

o From a symbol of fear → to a symbol of service and responsibility. 

 Recognition of police rights, work-life balance, and psychological safety will reduce misuse of 

authority. 

Ethical Dimensions 

Issue Ethical Concern 

Use of force Abuse of power, lack of empathy 

Custodial torture Violation of Article 21 (Right to Life) 

Mental stress in police Ignoring human dignity and emotional wellbeing 

Lack of transparency Absence of accountability 

Political interference Compromising public duty for vested interests 

Conclusion 

Custodial deaths are failures of justice, governance, and morality. Reforming the criminal justice system 

requires not just policy changes, but a cultural transformation of policing — from control to 

compassion, from coercion to conscience.India must act now to protect both its citizens and its police 

force, by investing in reform, not just enforcement. 
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