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Page 01:GS 3 : Indian Economy 

Retail and wholesale inflation in India showed a significant downward trend in June 2025, driven primarily 

by a sustained decline in food prices and falling global crude oil rates. This reflects macroeconomic stability 

and effective supply-side management. 

 

Key Data Points: 

 Retail inflation (CPI): Fell to 2.1%, a 77-month low 

 Wholesale inflation (WPI): Contracted by 0.13%, the first negative reading in 20 months 

 Food Inflation (CPI): Declined for eighth consecutive month, with deflation in vegetables, pulses, 

spices, and meat 
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 WPI Food Articles: Prices contracted by 3.75%, down from 11.1% a year ago 

 Crude Petroleum & Natural Gas (WPI): Prices fell by 12.3%, tenth month of decline 

Key Analysis: 

1. Macroeconomic Significance: 

 The easing of both CPI and WPI indicates improved price stability, enhancing purchasing power 

and aiding monetary policy flexibility. 

 A sustained moderation in inflation supports economic growth, particularly for lower-income 

households who are most affected by high food prices. 

2. Drivers of Cooling Inflation: 

 Supply-side factors: Good agricultural output, deflation in key food categories 

 Global factors: Fall in crude oil prices, reducing cost pressures on manufacturing and transport 

 Statistical base effect: A high inflation base from the previous year helps exaggerate current 

declines 

3. Implications for Policy: 

 May allow the RBI to maintain or adopt a more accommodative monetary stance 

 Government can focus on growth-oriented spending without worrying about overheating the 

economy 

 Highlights importance of buffer stock management, logistics, and import policy in food inflation 

control 

Conclusion: 

The consistent fall in inflation, especially driven by food and fuel, marks a positive turn for India's 

macroeconomic environment. However, vigilance is needed as future risks (like climate shocks or 

geopolitical instability) could reverse these gains. Policy should remain data-driven and responsive to 

both domestic and global cues. 

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques: Retail and wholesale inflation rates have reached multi-year lows due to easing food and crude oil prices. 

Discuss the factors contributing to this trend and its implications for the Indian economy. (250 words) 
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Page 02: GS 3 : Environment 

Kaziranga National Park, renowned for its one-horned rhinoceroses, has now gained recognition for 

hosting a high diversity of grassland bird species. A first-of-its-kind bird survey recorded 43 grassland 

species, including several threatened ones, marking a new milestone in avian conservation. 

 

Key Findings: 

 43 grassland bird species recorded between March 18 and May 25 

 Critically endangered species: Bengal florican 

 Endangered species: Finn’s weaver (successfully breeding) 
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 Vulnerable species (6): Black-breasted parrotbill, marsh babbler, swamp francolin, Jerdon’s babbler, 

slender-billed babbler, bristled grassbird 

 Habitat: Kaziranga’s mosaic of grasslands, wetlands, and forests (1,174 sq. km) 

Significance for Mains  

1. Biodiversity Conservation: 

 Highlights the ecological richness of Kaziranga beyond flagship species like the rhino and tiger 

 Emphasises importance of wet grasslands, which are understudied compared to dry grasslands 

2. Conservation of Threatened Species: 

 Presence of critically endangered and vulnerable birds makes Kaziranga crucial for their survival 

 Finn’s weaver’s successful breeding indicates healthy habitat conditions 

3. Use of Technology in Conservation: 

 Use of passive acoustic recorders for non-invasive, continuous monitoring 

 Helps detect shy and cryptic species, improving the accuracy of surveys 

4. Policy and Management Implications: 

 Supports the need for integrated landscape management that includes lesser-known ecosystems 

 Calls for replicating such surveys in other grassland-rich regions of India (e.g., Terai, Chambal, 

Gujarat) 

Conclusion: 

Kaziranga’s emergence as a hotspot for grassland birds reaffirms the ecological importance of India’s wet 

grassland ecosystems. Systematic documentation, use of modern tools, and local conservation initiatives 

must be scaled up to ensure the survival of these avian species and their habitats. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question  

Ques: Kaziranga National Park, known for its megafauna, has now emerged as a vital habitat for 

threatened grassland bird species. Discuss the ecological significance of such findings and the role of 

modern tools in biodiversity conservation. (250 Words) 
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Page : 04 :: GS 2 : Indian Polity 

The Supreme Court has expressed concern over the rising misuse of the right to free speech, particularly 

on social media platforms. The court underlined the importance of reasonable restrictions under Article 

19(2) and emphasized self-restraint by citizens to preserve constitutional values like fraternity and 

secularism. 
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Key Issues Raised by the Supreme Court: 

 Increasing abusive and divisive content on social media 

 Right to freedom of speech (Article 19(1)(a)) is not absolute and is subject to reasonable 

restrictions 

 Fraternity and dignity of individuals are being compromised in the name of free speech 

 Concern about mutual hatred being spread through online platforms 

 Court is considering framing guidelines to regulate such misuse (not censorship) 

Case Background: 

 Petition by Wazahat Khan seeking clubbing of FIRs filed in multiple states for his social media posts 

 His complaint had led to the arrest of influencer Sharmistha Panoli, triggering retaliatory FIRs 

Relevance for UPSC 

1. Constitutional Balance: 

 Article 19(1)(a): Guarantees freedom of speech and expression 

 Article 19(2): Allows reasonable restrictions in the interest of sovereignty, public order, decency, 

morality, etc. 

 The case reflects the ongoing tension between liberty and responsibility 

2. Role of Judiciary: 

 Court acting as a guardian of constitutional morality 

 Open to creating a framework or guidelines for content regulation without veering into censorship 

3. Governance Challenge in Digital Age: 

 Need for digital ethics, self-regulation, and platform accountability 

 Rise of hate speech, fake news, and trolling has challenged democratic discourse 

4. Civic Responsibility: 

 Emphasis on citizen awareness and self-discipline in using online platforms 

 Reinforces importance of constitutional values such as fraternity and dignity 
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Conclusion: 

The Supreme Court's observations mark a critical juncture in India's debate on free speech in the digital 

age. While upholding fundamental rights, the judiciary is also mindful of their potential misuse. A 

balanced approach, rooted in self-regulation, civic responsibility, and constitutional safeguards, is the 

need of the hour. 

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques:The right to free speech is not absolute." In light of recent Supreme Court observations, critically 

examine the need for reasonable restrictions on freedom of speech in the digital age. (250 words) 
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Page 06 : GS 2: Governance 

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has defended its latest decision to 

exempt most coal-based thermal power plants from installing flue gas desulphurisation (FGD) units, 

citing scientific rationale, declining sulphur dioxide (SO₂) levels, and economic efficiency. 
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Key Highlights: 

 FGD units: Devices that reduce sulphur dioxide (SO₂) emissions, mandated since 2015 

 Revised rule: Only 11% of 600 thermal units are now required to install FGD — primarily those in 

high-pollution urban areas 

 Previous status: Only 8% of India’s 180 thermal plants had FGD installed after repeated delays 

 Cost burden: ₹1.2 crore per MW → Total cost = ₹2.54 lakh crore for all plants 

 Scientific rationale: 

o Indian coal has low sulphur (0.5%), high ash 

o SO₂ levels declining nationwide 

o FGD installation found to have limited impact on PM2.5 reduction 

 SO₂ standards in India (50 µg/m³) are stricter than Japan (66), EU (52.4), and Australia (66) 

 2023 survey: Out of 492 cities, only Dehradun and Kolar breached SO₂ norms 

Relevance for UPSC  

1. Environment vs Economy Debate: 

 Balancing air quality norms with economic costs of compliance 

 Highlights regulatory pragmatism vs environmental purism 

 Case study of cost-benefit analysis in environmental policymaking 

2. Targeted Regulation: 

 Reflects a shift from blanket mandates to region-specific strategies 

 Emphasis on scientific evidence-based regulation 

 Prioritising critical urban areas with poor air quality 

3.Technological and Financial Feasibility: 

 FGD units are expensive, capital-intensive 

 Limited domestic capacity for quick-scale deployment 

 Raises concerns on just transition and green investment planning 

4. Long-term Concerns: 

 Potential health risks due to continued SO₂ emissions 

 May contradict India’s climate and air pollution goals, including those under the National Clean 

Air Programme (NCAP) 

 Could draw criticism from environmentalists and global observers 
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Conclusion: 

While the Centre's move seeks to be economically rational and targeted, it risks being seen as a 

relaxation of environmental safeguards. Going forward, India must strive for a balanced energy 

transition, investing in cleaner technologies while ensuring public health and environmental integrity 

are not compromised. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:Despite a 2015 mandate, only a small percentage of India’s coal plants have installed FGD 

units.Discuss the challenges in implementing environmental norms in India’s thermal power sector.(250 

Words) 
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Page 09:GS 2 : Social Justice 

Despite being illegal under the Dowry Prohibition Act (1961) and punishable under Section 304B of IPC, 

dowry-related deaths continue to persist across India. The recent spate of cases has again exposed the 

alarming scale of the issue and the systemic inefficiencies in ensuring justice for the victims. 

 

Key Data Highlights (NCRB 2017–2022): 

 Average Dowry Deaths Reported Per Year: ~7,000 

 Charge-sheeting Rate: ~4,500 per year →~35% not charge-sheeted 

 Delayed Investigations: 

o 67% pending for over 6 months 
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o 70% of charge-sheets filed after 2 months 

 Convictions: 

o Only ~100 convictions per year out of ~6,500 trials 

o <2% conviction rate 

 Geographic Trends: 

o Top states: UP, Bihar, Odisha, West Bengal, Jharkhand, MP, Rajasthan, Haryana 

o Top city: Delhi (30% of urban cases) 

Issues Highlighted  

1. Deep-rooted Social Evil: 

 Despite criminalisation, social acceptance and normalization of dowry demands continue, especially 

post-marriage. 

 Reflects gender-based structural violence and failure of societal reform. 

2. Policing & Investigation Challenges: 

 Delays in charge-sheets and pending investigations weaken the evidence trail. 

 Lack of sensitivity among police, poor training in handling domestic violence and gender-based 

crimes. 

3. Judicial Backlog & Procedural Delays: 

 Over 90% cases remain pending in courts for years. 

 Low conviction rate due to acquittals, plea bargains, and weak evidence. 

4. Underreporting & Social Pressure: 

 Many deaths labeled as accidents or suicides rather than dowry-related. 

 Victims’ families often face threats, stigma, or compromise pressure from the in-laws. 

Policy & Reform Suggestions: 

1. Police & Judicial Reforms: 

o Fast-track courts for dowry and domestic violence cases 

o Time-bound investigation and charge-sheeting protocol 

2. Social Awareness Campaigns: 

o Community-level mobilization, especially in rural belts 

o School-level education on gender equality and women's rights 
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3. Victim Protection & Compensation Schemes: 

o Strengthen witness protection programs 

o Provide legal aid, psychological counselling, and financial support to survivors and families 

4. Digital Case Monitoring: 

o Use technology for real-time tracking of dowry-related FIRs and court proceedings 

Conclusion: 

The grim reality of dowry deaths in 21st-century India reveals both a societal failure to eliminate a 

regressive practice and institutional apathy in delivering justice. Effective legal implementation must 

be accompanied by deep-rooted social change, starting with education, empowerment, and 

accountability. 

 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques: The low conviction rate in dowry death cases reflects systemic failure in India’s criminal justice 

system. Examine the institutional challenges in dealing with crimes against women and suggest judicial and 

policing reforms.(250 words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 02Social Justice 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Despite being global leaders in STEM education, 

Indian women remain underrepresented in the STEM workforce.” Examine the 

reasons for this paradox. What policy and societal interventions are needed to 

address this gap? (250 words)  
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Context : 

Despite India having the highest proportion of women STEM graduates (43%) among major economies, 

only 27% are part of the STEM workforce. This reflects a paradox where educational achievement does 

not translate into employment opportunity for women, underlining the urgent need for industry 

involvement and mindset shifts. 

Key Data Highlights: 

 Female STEM Graduates (India): 43% 

 Women in STEM Workforce (India): 27% 

 Global female researchers (UNESCO, 2021): 31.5% 

 Female Labour Force Participation Rate (FLFPR, PLFS 2023-24): 

o Rural: 47.6% 

o Urban: 25.4% 

o Overall: 41.7% (a significant rise) 

 Potential economic gain: 

o McKinsey: $700 billion GDP boost by adding 68 million women workers 

o World Bank: 1% GDP growth increase by achieving 50% female workforce 

Mains Relevance  

1. Systemic Barriers in STEM Careers: 

 Gender stereotypes: “Mechanical means masculine”, “Coding isn’t for girls” 

 Workplace hostility, lack of career support during transitions (e.g., marriage, motherhood) 

 Family and societal biases against women in tech-intensive roles 

2. Role of Government Policy: 

 NEP 2020: Integrated skilling and education 

 Increased Gender Budget: From 6.8% (2024-25) to 8.8% (2025-26) 

 Schemes like: 

o Skill India, Digital India, Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao, PM Vishwakarma Yojana 

o New Skill Training Institutes and term loans for women entrepreneurs in Budget 2025–26 
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3. Industry as a Change-Maker: 

 Need to transition from passive recruiters to active enablers 

 Successful initiatives: 

o UN Women’s WeSTEM (in MP and Gujarat): Skilling + family & community engagement 

 Effective strategies: 

o Structured mentorship, industry-education partnerships 

o Gender-sensitive HR policies, life-stage accommodations, workplace safety 

4. Way Forward – A Blueprint for Industry: 

 Public-private partnerships in skilling 

 Create visible female role models in classrooms and companies 

 Shift societal mindsets through community engagement 

 Build inclusive workplaces with fair pay and supportive career policies 

Conclusion: 

India stands at a transformative juncture where bridging the STEM gender gap is not only a social justice 

issue but a strategic economic opportunity. Industry must rise to the challenge — not just for equity, but 

for India's innovation potential and global competitiveness. As the article rightly notes, when women 

earn, the economy listens. 
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