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Page 01:GS 2 : International Relations 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, while attending the Quad Foreign Ministers' Meeting in Washington 

DC, made a strong assertion on India’s right to self-defence against terrorism, underlining India’s national 

security concerns and the global responsibility to maintain zero tolerance towards terrorism. 

 

Key Highlights of the Meeting: 

1. India’s Assertion on Terrorism: 

 India has “every right” to defend its people against terrorism, said EAM Jaishankar. 

 He emphasized that victims and perpetrators should never be equated, urging Quad partners to 

understand and appreciate India’s position. 

 This statement comes in the backdrop of recent terror-related experiences, possibly hinting at 

continuing cross-border terror threats, particularly from Pakistan. 

2. India’s Role in Indo-Pacific: 

 Reiterated India’s commitment to a free, open, and rules-based Indo-Pacific. 

 Highlighted significant progress in maritime domain awareness, logistics, education, and political 

coordination among Quad members. 
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3. Efficient Quad Functioning: 

 Quad working groups are being streamlined to enhance delivery and coordination. 

 India has proposed initiatives to make the next Quad Leaders’ Summit more productive, indicating 

India’s proactive role. 

4. Bilateral and Multilateral Engagements: 

 Comprehensive talks held between India and Japan on infrastructure, mobility, and investment. 

 Indo-Pacific seen as a strategic region shaping the future of the 21st century (as echoed by 

Australia’s FM Penny Wong). 

5. Humanitarian Coordination: 

 The Quad’s quick response to Myanmar’s March 2025 earthquake was acknowledged as an example 

of collective action and solidarity. 

Significance of the Remarks: 

1. Strengthening India’s Global Position on Counterterrorism: 

 Jaishankar’s statement reinforces India’s doctrine of strategic autonomy and self-defence. 

 India seeks diplomatic alignment of its partners in condemning state-sponsored terrorism. 

2. Balancing Quad’s Security and Development Agenda: 

 While the Quad is not a military alliance, India pushes for security cooperation against non-

traditional threats like terrorism. 

 India is also focused on developmental cooperation – education, infrastructure, disaster relief – 

strengthening its soft power projection. 

3.Countering China’s Influence in Indo-Pacific: 

 Emphasis on maritime security and critical supply chains is implicitly aimed at countering China’s 

strategic dominance. 

 India’s proposal to make Quad more cohesive and focused is crucial for regional multipolarity. 

Conclusion: 
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India's firm stance at the Quad meeting highlights its determination to combat terrorism with strategic 

clarity and diplomatic assertiveness. Simultaneously, its commitment to Indo-Pacific cooperation, 

humanitarian aid, and economic resilience reflects a balanced approach to global leadership. The Quad, if 

made more cohesive, can serve as a vital platform for advancing both India’s national interests and 

regional stability. 

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques: India has every right to defend itself against terrorism. In light of this, examine the role of strategic groupings 

like Quad in supporting India’s security interests.(250 Words) 
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Page : 02 :GS 1 : Indian Society 

The Kerala government has launched an ambitious initiative to rebrand Munnar, a popular hill station, as a 

‘Responsible Tourism Destination’ by December 2025. The move is aligned with global best practices in 

sustainable tourism and inclusive development. 

 

Key Features of the Initiative: 

1. Sustainable Tourism and Net-Zero Goals: 

o The plan includes developing Munnar into a net-zero tourist destination, aiming to 

minimise the carbon footprint of tourists. 
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o ₹50 lakh has been sanctioned for various programmes promoting sustainability and eco-

friendliness. 

2. Protection of Delicate Ecosystem: 

o Munnar, known for its rich biodiversity and fragile ecology, will be protected under 

responsible tourism guidelines. 

o Emphasis will be on ecological conservation, regulated footfall, and eco-tourism practices. 

3. Plastic-Free Initiative: 

o The goal is to make Munnar completely plastic-free before December 2025. 

o Signage and awareness boards will be installed to encourage responsible behaviour. 

4. Gender-Inclusive Tourism: 

o A major focus is on gender equality—promoting safety and opportunities for women as 

both hosts and tourists. 

o Training programs and tourism models are being developed to be gender-sensitive and 

inclusive. 

5. Community Participation and Local Empowerment: 

o Training is being given to local guides, taxi drivers, auto drivers, and tour operators to 

engage the local community and provide them with livelihood opportunities. 

o “Village life experience” packages are being designed to offer authentic cultural experiences 

to visitors. 

Significance of the Initiative: 

 Environmental Conservation: Aligns with India’s climate commitments and SDGs, particularly SDG 

12 (Responsible Consumption and Production) and SDG 13 (Climate Action). 

 Promoting Inclusive Development: Encourages women's participation, local employment, and 

inclusive economic growth. 

 Global Tourism Branding: Elevates Munnar’s profile on international tourism platforms as a 

model of responsible and sustainable tourism. 

 Replicable Model: If successful, it can serve as a template for other ecologically sensitive tourist 

destinations in India. 

Challenges and Way Forward: 

 Implementation Bottlenecks: Timely execution of all plans (plastic ban, infrastructure setup, 

training) before December may pose challenges. 

 Behavioural Change: Encouraging tourists and locals to adopt sustainable practices requires 

continuous awareness and monitoring. 

 Monitoring Carbon Footprint: Effective mechanisms must be in place to measure and report 

environmental indicators such as emissions, waste generation, and resource use. 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Conclusion: 

The Kerala government’s initiative to brand Munnar as a ‘Responsible Tourism Destination’ reflects a 

progressive step in aligning tourism with sustainability, inclusiveness, and local empowerment.  

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques:Sustainable tourism is not just about protecting the environment but also about empowering 

communities and ensuring inclusivity.” Examine the statement in the context of Kerala’s initiative to brand 

Munnar as a Responsible Tourism Destination.(250 Words) 
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Page 06 : Prelims Pointer 

INS Udaygiri is the second stealth frigate under Project 17A.Delivered to the Indian Navy in record 37 

months, showcasing efficient indigenous defence production.Built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd. 

(MDSL), Mumbai.Successor to the Shivalik-class frigates of Project 17. 

 

Key Features of INS Udaygiri: 

 Stealth-capable, multi-role frigate with reduced radar and acoustic signatures. 

 Equipped with: 

o Supersonic surface-to-surface missiles 

o Medium-range surface-to-air missiles 
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o 76 mm naval gun, 30 mm and 12.7 mm CIWS 

 Capable of operating in blue-water environments (open ocean). 

 Designed by the Indian Navy’s Warship Design Bureau. 

Strategic Significance: 

 Indigenisation Push: 

o Demonstrates India’s growing capacity for indigenous warship design and manufacturing. 

o Supports Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India in Defence. 

 Maritime Security Enhancement: 

o Increases India’s power projection in the Indo-Pacific. 

o Enhances readiness against threats like piracy, terrorism, and rival naval presence. 

 Technological Leap: 

o Symbolises a “quantum leap” in India’s naval design capabilities. 

o Features modern network-centric warfare systems. 

 Time-Efficiency Achievement: 

o Delivery in just 37 months reflects improved project execution and shipbuilding timelines. 

Wider Implications: 

 Boosts India's self-reliance in critical defence platforms. 

 Strengthens India's role in regional maritime diplomacy and naval cooperation. 

 Builds capacity for future export potential of indigenous warships. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question  

Ques: Which of the following statements about INS Udaygiri is/are correct? 

1. It is the second ship under Project 17A stealth frigates. 

2. It has been designed by a foreign naval design firm in collaboration with India. 

3. It has enhanced stealth features and a state-of-the-art weapon and sensor suite. 

4. It was built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE) in Kolkata. 

Select the correct answer using the code below: 

(A) 1 and 2 only 

(B) 1 and 3 only 

(C) 1, 3, and 4 only 

(D) 1, 2, 3, and 4 

Ans: (B) 
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Page 07 : GS 3 : Environment & Ecology 

A recent study by WELL Labs has brought critical attention to groundwater depletion in Karnataka's 

Upper Arkavathy watershed. The findings reveal severe hydrological stress, economic burden on 

panchayats, and ecological degradation in hard rock terrains like the Deccan Plateau, where nearly 99% of 

the population depends on groundwater from granite and basalt aquifers. 

 

Key Findings and Issues: 

1. Geological Limitation of Hard Rock Aquifers: 
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o Karnataka’s granite bedrock has low porosity and depends on narrow fractures to store and 

transport water. 

o Drilling deep borewells creates microfractures that divert rainwater away from shallow 

aquifers, reducing local recharge potential. 

2. Overexploitation and Water Table Decline: 

o Average borewell depth increased from 183 m (2001–2011) to 321 m (2011–2021). 

o 70% of drinking water wells failed within 10 years of construction. 

o Groundwater bypasses recharge zones, leading to perennial decline in water levels. 

3. Unsustainable Agricultural Practices: 

o Farmers in Aralumallige and Doddathumakuru grow water-intensive crops to supply 

Bengaluru’s markets. 

o Heavy reliance on borewells and lack of awareness has led to unchecked groundwater 

withdrawal. 

4. Water Quality Issues: 

o Nitrate contamination exceeds safe limits in many areas. 

o Despite this, wells are rarely abandoned for quality reasons—quantity remains the 

dominant concern. 

5. Economic and Governance Crisis: 

o Free electricity for farmers has led to excessive pumping and rising power debts for gram 

panchayats. 

o Development funds are being diverted to pay electricity bills, crippling local governance. 

o Cost of borewell drilling (₹4–5 lakh) is unaffordable for small farmers, pushing them to 

migrate or lease land. 

6. Weak Resource Management: 

o Programmes like Sujala and Jal Jeevan Mission have improved infrastructure but fail to 

address core issue of groundwater sustainability. 

o Traditional systems like tanks and lakes have been encroached or degraded, cutting off 

recharge sources. 

Implications: 

 Ecological: Disrupted hydrology and drying lakes even after good rainfall (e.g., in Aralumallige). 

 Social: Migration of rural youth, weakened community structures, and rise in agrarian distress. 

 Economic: Rising input costs, declining agricultural productivity, and strained local finances. 

 Governance: Gram panchayats are unable to maintain infrastructure or invest in water security due 

to electricity debt and failed borewells. 
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Way Forward: 

1. Reform Agricultural Practices: 

o Shift to less water-intensive crops. 

o Promote organic and climate-resilient farming. 

2. Strengthen Local Governance: 

o Introduce financial incentives for farmers reducing water/electricity use. 

o Implement community-based water management and aquifer mapping. 

3. Restore Traditional Systems: 

o Rejuvenate tanks, lakes, and recharge channels. 

o Protect water bodies from encroachment and deforestation. 

4. Integrated Policy Approach: 

o Combine infrastructure with behavioural change and resource conservation. 

o Encourage data-driven planning and groundwater budgeting at the gram panchayat level. 

Conclusion: 

The crisis in Karnataka’s hard rock regions illustrates a broader challenge of unsustainable groundwater 

dependence, compounded by poor planning, weak enforcement, and short-term infrastructure solutions. 

To ensure water security and sustainable rural livelihoods, India must prioritize local-level resource 

management, agro-ecological planning, and community engagement. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: Discuss the challenges of groundwater management in hard rock terrains like the Deccan Plateau. 

How do geological features impact aquifer sustainability in peninsular India?(250 Words) 
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Page : 09: GS 1 : Indian Society 

The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MoWCD), under the vision of Viksit Bharat@2047, has 

been at the forefront of integrating digital technologies into governance. Through multiple tech-driven 

schemes, it aims to ensure rights, access, protection, and empowerment for women and children — 

especially those at the grassroots. 

 

Key Digital Initiatives: 

1. Saksham Anganwadi: 
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o Over 2 lakh Anganwadi centres are being upgraded with smart infrastructure, digital 

devices, and early learning tools. 

o Aim: Improve delivery of nutrition, healthcare, and pre-school education in a modernised 

manner. 

2. Poshan Tracker: 

o Digitally connects 14 lakh Anganwadi centres, enabling real-time data monitoring, 

efficient tracking of beneficiaries, and policy decision-making. 

o Over 10 crore beneficiaries (including pregnant women, lactating mothers, and children 

under 6) are covered. 

o Empowers workers with smartphones and digital training. 

o Recognised with PM’s Award for Excellence in Public Administration (2025). 

3. Facial Recognition in Nutrition Delivery: 

o Introduced to prevent leakages and ensure that only eligible beneficiaries receive 

supplementary nutrition. 

4. Digital Safety Platforms for Women: 

o SHe-Box: A one-stop portal for filing and tracking complaints under the Sexual Harassment 

of Women at Workplace Act. 

o Mission Shakti Dashboard & App: Provides quick access to One-Stop Centres (OSCs) in 

nearly every district for women in distress. 

5. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY): 

o Paperless Direct Benefit Transfer for maternal benefits (₹5,000 for first child; ₹6,000 for 

second girl child). 

o Over ₹19,000 crore disbursed to 4 crore women since inception. 

o Fully digital with Aadhaar-based authentication and real-time dashboards. 

6. Child Welfare Digitisation: 

o CARINGS portal ensures transparency and efficiency in child adoption under the Juvenile 

Justice Act. 

o Monitoring of child care institutions and statutory bodies is now tech-enabled. 

o Mission Vatsalya dashboard promotes convergence among child protection stakeholders. 

Impact and Outcomes: 

 Sex Ratio at Birth improved from 918 (2014-15) to 930 (2023-24). 

 Maternal Mortality Rate declined from 130 to 97 per 1,000 live births over a 6-year period. 

 Tech-based delivery ensures transparency, accountability, and better reach to the last mile. 

 Policy tools like Betti Bachao, Beti Padhao, Mission Shakti, and Mission Vatsalya now rest on 

digital foundations, transforming them into effective action frameworks. 
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Significance for Governance and Development: 

 Improved Service Delivery: Real-time monitoring reduces inefficiencies and ensures that services 

are not lost in transit. 

 Women Empowerment: From financial inclusion (via DBT) to grievance redressal and protection, 

tech empowers women as beneficiaries and participants. 

 Child Welfare and Protection: Digitisation ensures traceability, legal compliance, and systemic 

reform. 

 Evidence-Based Policy: Data from platforms like Poshan Tracker and CARINGS enables informed 

decision-making and agile governance. 

Challenges Ahead: 

 Digital Literacy among rural women and workers must improve for full benefits. 

 Connectivity issues in remote areas can hamper real-time monitoring. 

 Data privacy and ethical use of digital identities (e.g., facial recognition) must be regulated. 

Way Forward: 

 Scale up training and capacity building for frontline workers (Anganwadi/ASHA). 

 Ensure interoperability among digital platforms for holistic governance. 

 Promote public participation and feedback mechanisms via citizen-facing portals. 

 Focus on inclusive design to bridge the digital divide for vulnerable populations. 

Conclusion: 

The integration of technology into women and child welfare schemes marks a paradigm shift in Indian 

governance- from reactive service delivery to proactive, transparent, and accountable administration. 

By digitally empowering its most vulnerable citizens, India moves closer to realising the goals of Amrit 

Kaal and Viksit Bharat@2047. 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques:Technology is not just a tool for efficiency, but also a vehicle for empowerment. Discuss in the 

context of government initiatives for women and child development in India.(250 words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 
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Context : 

This article by Vinay Kaura discusses the evolving geopolitical triangle between India, the United States, 

and Pakistan, highlighting a shift in U.S. foreign policy under Donald Trump’s renewed engagement with 

Pakistan’s military leadership, and its implications for India’s strategic calculus. 

Key Issues and Developments: 

1. Revival of U.S.-Pakistan Relations: 

 President Trump’s public engagement with Pakistan’s Army Chief Field Marshal Asim Munir marks 

a symbolic return to Cold War-era realpolitik. 

 A shift from the previous U.S. position that had been critical of Pakistan’s double-dealing on 

terrorism. 

 Reopened military assistance ($397 million for F-16 maintenance) and diplomatic praise suggest a 

transactional recalibration of ties. 

2. Impact on U.S.-India Strategic Partnership: 

 The evolving U.S.-Pakistan proximity is viewed with concern by India, especially in light of the U.S.-

India strategic convergence on counterterrorism and China built over decades. 

 India sees any attempt by the U.S. to “hyphenate” India-Pakistan relations as a rollback of its 

status as a standalone global strategic partner. 

3. India’s Assertive Security Doctrine: 

 In response to terror attacks (e.g., Pahalgam), India launched Operation Sindoor, symbolising a 

doctrinal shift from strategic restraint to proactive retaliation. 

Paper 02 International Relations 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:The evolving triangular relationship between the 

United States, India, and Pakistan poses both opportunities and challenges for 

India’s strategic interests. Critically examine.(250 words)  



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 Prime Minister Modi’s framing of the ceasefire as a “pause” signifies a revised national security 

posture focused on deterrence and diplomatic isolation of Pakistan. 

4. Pakistan’s Dual Strategy: 

 Pakistan is pursuing military assertiveness (promotion of Asim Munir, centralised authority) 

alongside diplomatic charm offensives aimed at Washington. 

 Leveraging its geostrategic location (proximity to Afghanistan, Iran, and China), Pakistan seeks to 

reassert its relevance in U.S. regional strategy, including trade, mineral access, and Iran-related 

intelligence. 

5. America’s Strategic Ambivalence: 

 The U.S. is balancing between economic pragmatism (trade focus) and regional security 

(counterterrorism and China containment). 

 India’s role in the Indo-Pacific and QUAD seems to receive less attention than before, despite 

India’s importance in balancing China. 

Strategic Implications: 

 For India: 

o Redefining its foreign policy to maintain autonomy and strategic leverage. 

o Ensuring its sovereignty over internal matters like Kashmir is not compromised by 

external mediation. 

o Emphasising its position as a global power and democratic counterweight to both 

Pakistan and China. 

 For Pakistan: 

o Attempting to revive its international image and maintain diplomatic parity with India 

through U.S. engagement. 

o Strengthening military influence over foreign policy and national security. 

 For the U.S.: 

o Faces a delicate balancing act between managing ties with India (democratic partner and 

China counterweight) and leveraging Pakistan (geostrategic location and regional 

intelligence). 

o Risks undermining long-term trust with India by resorting to transactional diplomacy. 

Broader Themes: 

 Strategic Autonomy vs. Alliance Dependence 
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 Military Diplomacy and Personality-driven Foreign Policy 

 Regional Power Balancing in South Asia 

 Shift from Value-Based to Transactional Diplomacy 

Conclusion: 

The triangular dynamic between India, Pakistan, and the United States is a reflection of shifting global 

geopolitics and strategic recalibrations driven by changing administrations and evolving national 

interests. For India, this is a test of diplomatic agility, strategic assertion, and long-term vision in 

maintaining its global standing without compromising on core security concerns. 
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