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Page 01:GS 2& 3 : IR and Economy 

During Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the UK, India and the United Kingdom signed a 

Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement (CETA) and adopted a new strategic framework, India–UK 

Vision 2035, replacing the earlier Roadmap 2030. 

 

Key Highlights of the Trade Deal: 

1. Tariff Reductions: 

o India: Lower tariffs on British medical devices, aerospace components. 

o UK: Tariff concessions for Indian agricultural products, footwear, jewellery, clothing, seafood, 

and engineering goods. 

o Cheaper Indian food, footwear, and textiles in the UK market. 

2. Benefits to Sectors: 

o Indian MSMEs and farmers to benefit via increased exports. 

o UK gains in whisky, cutting-edge manufacturing, and services sector. 

3. Employment and Cross-border Work Facilitation: 

o Signing of Double Contributions Convention (DCC): Ensures social security contributions 

are paid only in one country for up to 3 years. 
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4. Timeline: 

o Announced after over 3 years of negotiations post-Brexit. 

Strategic Vision 2035: 

A broader and deeper engagement across five pillars: 

1. Growth and Jobs 

2. Technology Cooperation 

o Builds on the Technology Security Initiative launched in 2024. 

3. Climate Collaboration 

4. Defence and Security 

5. Multilateral Engagement 

o Joint call for reform of global institutions – UNSC, WTO, IMF, World Bank. 

o UK reaffirmed support for India’s permanent UNSC membership. 

Geopolitical and Diplomatic Significance: 

 Reflects deepening of post-Brexit UK’s strategic pivot towards Indo-Pacific powers. 

 Strengthens India’s position in global trade, especially in contrast to slowing WTO negotiations. 

 Enhances India’s bargaining power vis-à-vis Western nations and reinforces its Atmanirbhar Bharat 

goals by opening export avenues. 

Security and Counterterrorism Cooperation: 

 Shared stand against terrorism and “double standards” in its fight. 

 Discussion on extradition of economic offenders (e.g., Nirav Modi, Vijay Mallya cases). 

Critical Analysis: 

Positives: 

 Diversification of trade partners for both nations, especially important amid rising global 

protectionism. 

 Opens new employment and market opportunities for small businesses and traditional sectors in 

India. 

 A balanced deal considering benefits to both sides across strategic, economic, and diplomatic areas. 

Challenges: 
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 Concerns over access to Indian markets for foreign medical and defense components may impact 

domestic industry. 

 Implementation of Vision 2035 requires political continuity and institutional follow-through on both 

sides. 

 India–UK relations occasionally strain due to diaspora politics and domestic UK parliamentary 

debates (e.g., on Kashmir). 

UPSCMains Practice Question 

Ques: India–UK Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement represents a new model of economic diplomacy. 

Critically evaluate its implications for India’s economic and strategic interests.(150 Words) 
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Page 03: GS 3 : Environment 

A 24-year-long coral reef monitoring program in the Lakshadweep archipelago has revealed a significant 

decline in coral cover by nearly 50%, from 1998 to 2022, primarily due to repeated marine heatwaves 

driven by climate change and El Niño events. 

 

Key Findings of the Study: 

1. Extent of Decline: 

o Coral cover reduced from 37.24% (1998) to 19.6% (2022). 

o Indicates ~50% decline over 24 years. 
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2. Cause: 

o Marine heatwaves, particularly during major El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) years: 1998, 

2010, and 2016. 

o Resulted in widespread coral bleaching and mortality. 

3. Local Environmental Factors: 

o Wave exposure and depth influenced the resilience and recovery capacity of coral reefs. 

o Some reef zones showed potential for natural recovery, if provided with bleaching-free 

intervals. 

4. Recovery Patterns: 

o Although mortality reduced over successive bleaching events, recovery rates weakened. 

o Study found a six-year gap without bleaching is essential for significant coral recovery. 

5. Predictive Framework: 

o Published in Diversity and Distributions journal. 

o Provides a tool for identifying vulnerable and resilient reef areas, helping in conservation 

planning. 

Environmental Significance: 

 Coral reefs are crucial marine biodiversity hotspots and serve as natural barriers against coastal 

erosion. 

 Their decline threatens: 

o Fisheries and food security for local communities. 

o Tourism economies. 

o Marine ecosystem balance and carbon sequestration capacity. 

Challenges Highlighted: 

 Climate-induced marine heatwaves becoming more frequent and intense. 

 Decreasing window for recovery between bleaching events. 

 Limited local mitigation options as warming is global in nature. 

 Inadequate policy attention to small island ecosystems like Lakshadweep. 

Critical Analysis: 

Positives: 

 One of the longest and most detailed coral reef monitoring efforts in the Indian Ocean. 

 Provides data-driven insights for targeted conservation. 

 Framework can be applied to other Indian reef systems (e.g., Andaman & Nicobar, Gulf of Mannar). 
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Concerns: 

 Indicates failure to adapt coral conservation strategies to changing climate trends. 

 Points to a need for climate-resilient reef management policies. 

 Highlights the vulnerability of Indian coastal ecosystems. 

Way Forward: 

1. Climate Mitigation: 

o Urgent need to curb greenhouse gas emissions at the national and global level. 

o Participation in international climate action platforms (e.g., COP, G20). 

2. Local Interventions: 

o Establish Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and no-fishing zones around vulnerable reefs. 

o Promote coral gardening and restoration using resilient species. 

3. Research and Policy Integration: 

o Incorporate such long-term ecological data into policy frameworks (e.g., Coastal Regulation 

Zone (CRZ) norms). 

o Strengthen community-based reef monitoring and stewardship. 

4. Disaster Risk Reduction: 

o Recognize coral reef loss as a climate disaster risk to Lakshadweep's population and 

infrastructure. 

UPSCMains Practice Question  

Ques: Examine the role of long-term ecological monitoring in informing environmental policymaking in 

India. (150 Words) 
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Page : 04:GS 2 : International Relations 

At the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) open debate on the Middle East situation (July 2025), India 

called for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza, stronger than its earlier positions. India also reaffirmed its 

support for the Palestinian cause and advocated a two-state solution as the only path to lasting peace. 
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Key Highlights: 

1. Ceasefire as a ‘Must’: 

o India emphasized that a ceasefire is essential to address the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. 

o Also called for the release of all hostages. 

2. Humanitarian Crisis: 

o India cited alarming figures from the UN and WHO: 

 95% of Gaza’s hospitals are destroyed/damaged. 

 Over 6.5 lakh children without schooling for 20+ months. 

 Widespread shortages of food, fuel, and medicine. 

3. Diplomacy and Dialogue: 

o India reiterated that only dialogue and diplomacy can resolve the crisis, rejecting military or 

unilateral fixes. 

4. Two-State Solution: 

o India reaffirmed its support for a sovereign, independent State of Palestine, coexisting 

peacefully with Israel. 

5. India’s Position Shift: 

o Contrasts with India's June 2025 abstention on a UNGA resolution demanding a ceasefire. 

o Now shows a more assertive humanitarian and political stance at the UNSC. 

6. Diplomatic Context: 

o Meeting was chaired by Pakistan’s Foreign Minister, as Pakistan held the UNSC presidency for 

July. 

o India was a special invitee, not a member of the UNSC. 

India’s Balancing Act: 

India has long walked a tightrope in West Asia: 

 Supports Palestinian statehood (historic ties, moral and diplomatic support). 

 Deepening strategic and economic ties with Israel (defense, agriculture, tech, trade). 

 Faces pressure to balance humanitarian concerns with geopolitical interests. 

Critical Analysis: 

Significance of the Shift: 

 Reflects growing global concern about the scale of suffering in Gaza. 

 Signals India’s independent foreign policy voice, even while abstaining at UNGA. 

 May enhance India’s image among Arab and non-aligned countries. 
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Challenges: 

 Risk of straining ties with Israel, India’s key defense and technology partner. 

 Internal political pressures and diaspora sensitivities. 

 India is not a permanent UNSC member, limiting its influence. 

Way Forward: 

1. Continue Diplomatic Engagement: 

o Maintain balanced, principled position advocating peace, human rights, and sovereignty. 

2. Strengthen Humanitarian Diplomacy: 

o Provide aid to conflict zones like Gaza via UN agencies. 

o Promote conflict mediation and post-conflict reconstruction. 

3. Advocate for Reform of Multilateral Institutions: 

o Strengthen calls for UNSC reforms, ensuring greater Global South representation. 

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques:India has consistently supported the Palestinian cause while deepening its ties with Israel. Discuss the 

challenges and opportunities this balancing act presents for India’s foreign policy. 
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Page 06 : GS 2 : International Relations 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's participation in the 60th Independence Day celebrations of the Maldives 

(July 2025) marks a significant shift in India-Maldives relations, which had seen strains under President 

Mohamed Muizzu’s “India Out” campaign but have recently improved. 

 

Timeline of Events: 

September 2023 – Strained Relations Begin: 

 President Muizzu wins election on an “India Out” platform, calling for the removal of Indian military 

presence. 
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December 2023 – Diplomatic Opening: 

 Modi and Muizzu meet at COP-28 in Dubai, discuss improving economic and people-to-people ties. 

January–May 2024 – Crisis Escalates and Resolution: 

 Tensions flare over social media criticism and derogatory comments against PM Modi. 

 Maldives insists on full Indian troop withdrawal by May 10, 2024 — India complies by replacing 

them with technical personnel. 

October 2024 – Positive Turnaround: 

 Muizzu visits New Delhi, signs a $750 million currency swap agreement with India to manage its 

foreign exchange crisis. 

 Both countries agree on a “vision statement” for a comprehensive economic and maritime security 

partnership. 

May 2025 – Financial Support: 

 India rolls over a $50 million Treasury Bill, helping Maldives stabilize reserves. 

Current Visit Significance (July 2025): 

 PM Modi’s visit is symbolic and strategic — first visit by a head of state since Muizzu took office. 

 Indian flags across Male signal a warm official welcome despite domestic criticism in Maldives. 

 Multiple agreements expected, including: 

o Progress on a Free Trade Agreement (FTA). 

o MoUs on renewable energy, fisheries, digital infrastructure, etc. 

Strategic and Diplomatic Importance: 

1. Geopolitical Balancing in the Indian Ocean: 

o Maldives has strategic importance in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR). 

o India counters China’s growing footprint, as Muizzu had also visited China in Jan 2024. 

2. Maritime Security & SAGAR Vision: 

o Reaffirmation of India’s Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) policy. 

o Emphasis on joint maritime security framework. 

3. Economic Diplomacy: 

o India’s financial aid helps Maldives avoid debt default, giving India soft power leverage. 

o Infrastructure and trade ties deepen economic integration. 
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4. Neighbourhood First Policy: 

o Reinforces India’s commitment to regional engagement, despite temporary tensions. 

India-Maldives Relations: A Balancing Act 

Positives Challenges 

Shared cultural and historical ties Political volatility in Maldivian domestic politics 

Economic and infrastructure support Rising anti-India rhetoric in sections of society 

Strategic maritime cooperation Influence of China’s BRI and debt-trap diplomacy 

Critical Analysis: 

Successes: 

 Demonstrates diplomatic maturity — India chose quiet engagement over confrontation. 

 Use of economic diplomacy and vision-based partnership to rebuild trust. 

 Quick troop pull-out prevented deeper crisis. 

Concerns: 

 Fragility of trust; political rhetoric in Maldives may shift again. 

 China remains a strong competitor in Maldives. 

 Domestic populist sentiments in small nations can disrupt regional ties. 

Way Forward: 

1. Sustained High-Level Engagement: 

o Regular bilateral summits and ministerial exchanges. 

2. People-Centric Partnerships: 

o Scholarships, healthcare, tourism links to build goodwill. 

3. Balanced Strategic Presence: 

o Avoid overt militarization; promote capacity building and joint initiatives. 

4. Support Institutional Strengthening: 

o Help Maldives build institutions that withstand political cycles. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: Discuss the significance of India’s engagement with the Maldives in ensuring maritime security in the 

Indian Ocean Region. (250 Words) 
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Page 12 :GS 2 & 3 : IR and Economy 

India and the United Kingdom have signed the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), 

which is expected to increase Indian agricultural exports by over 20% over the next three years. The deal 

marks a significant step in deepening bilateral trade relations and boosting India's export sectors, including 

agriculture, textiles, engineering goods, and processed foods. 

Key Features of the Deal: 

1. Tariff Reductions: 

o U.K. will benefit from an average tariff cut 

of 12 percentage points, from 15% to 3% 

on exports to India. 

o Tariff elimination/reduction on 90% of 

tariff lines, covering 92% of U.K. exports to 

India. 

o India will gain duty-free access for 

agriculture, processed food, leather, 

chemicals, and textiles in the U.K. 

2. Agri-Trade Potential: 

o India’s global agri exports: $36.63 billion. 

o U.K.’s agri imports: $37.52 billion, but only 

$811 million from India. 

o Room for growth in high-value agri-

products like fresh grapes, processed 

foods, spices, tea, etc. 

3. Sensitive Sector Protection: 

o No market access given to the U.K. in 

India’s sensitive agricultural sectors, such 

as: 

 Dairy products 

 Apples 

 Oats 

 Edible oils 

o This reflects India’s cautious and 

calibrated trade policy, prioritizing: 

 Food security 

 Domestic price stability 

 Protection of vulnerable farmers 
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4. Competitive Gains: 

o In fresh grapes, India now gains parity with Egypt and South Africa in the U.K. market. 

o In processed foods, tariffs on 99.7% lines cut from up to 70% to zero — enhancing 

competitiveness against China, the U.S., and Thailand. 

Significance for India: 

Positive Outcomes Concerns/Challenges 

Boost in agri exports by 20% projected Ensuring quality standards for high-end markets 

Improved market access for processed foods 
Compliance with U.K.’s SPS (Sanitary and Phytosanitary) 

standards 

Balances export growth with domestic 

protection 
Need for logistics, cold chain, and branding improvement 

Diversifies India’s agri export destinations Possible rise in competition for Indian manufacturers 

Strategic and Economic Implications: 

 Strengthens bilateral economic ties and aligns with India’s export diversification strategy. 

 Encourages value-added exports, supporting employment in rural and semi-urban sectors. 

 Reflects India’s “Atmanirbhar Bharat” approach with global engagement. 

 Helps MSMEs enter new global markets, especially in processed and packaged foods. 

Critical Analysis: 

Strengths of the Deal: 

 Balanced trade opening: Access to new markets without exposing vulnerable domestic sectors. 

 Empowers Indian exporters in competitive global segments like processed food. 

 Sends a signal of confidence in multilateralism and post-Brexit partnerships. 

Challenges Ahead: 

 Need for stringent quality assurance systems to meet U.K. and EU standards. 

 Risk of non-tariff barriers like labeling, certification, and environmental concerns. 

 Agricultural exporters must upgrade packaging, branding, and logistics. 

Way Forward: 

1. Capacity Building: 
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o Assist farmers and exporters with training, certification, and awareness of U.K. norms. 

2. Infrastructure Investment: 

o Improve cold storage, supply chains, and port logistics for agri exports. 

3. Export Promotion: 

o Leverage trade fairs, branding campaigns, and GI tagging to boost recognition. 

4. Monitor Impact: 

o Ensure that sensitive sectors remain protected and policy remains flexible. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: India’s trade strategy seeks to balance export promotion with domestic protection. Discuss in light 

of the India–U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement. (150 Words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 
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Context : 

While the recently signed India-U.K. Free Trade Agreement (FTA)—formally called the Comprehensive 

Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA)—has been celebrated for its economic benefits, public health 

experts have raised alarms over its negative implications for India’s health landscape, particularly regarding 

HFSS (High Fat, Sugar, and Salt) foods. 

Core Issue: 

 The tariff-free entry of processed U.K. food items like chocolates, biscuits, and sugary drinks into 

India could lead to: 

o Increased consumption of junk food 

o A rise in non-communicable diseases (NCDs) such as obesity, diabetes, and hypertension, 

especially among children. 

Why It Matters: 

Global Precedent: The Case of Mexico under NAFTA 

 After NAFTA (1992), Mexico saw: 

o A surge in imports and consumption of unhealthy food. 

o A corresponding spike in lifestyle diseases. 

o It had to reverse the trend by introducing: 

 Soda Tax 

 Warning labels on food packaging 

India’s Weak Public Health Regulatory Framework: 

UK Public Health Framework India’s Public Health Gaps 

GS 02 & 03 IR and Economy 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Free Trade Agreements can be double-edged 

swords, especially for public health. Discuss in light of the India–U.K. FTA. (150 

words) 
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UK Public Health Framework India’s Public Health Gaps 

Ban on HFSS food advertising (TV and online) from 

Oct 2025 

No binding restrictions on junk food ads targeting 

children 

Traffic-light labeling (FOPNL) with green/amber/red 
India’s “star rating” system is unclear and 

misleading 

Strict regulation of celebrity endorsements 
Celebrities promote junk food freely with no 

accountability 

Effective public nutrition communication 
Weak enforcement of Food Safety & Standards 

regulations 

Star Rating vs. Warning Labels: 

 India’s current FOPNL star system is seen as ineffective and subject to industry lobbying. 

 Studies and global health experts recommend Chile-style warning labels—black octagons for high 

sugar, fat, sodium, etc. 

 India’s 2022 draft FOPNL regulations are pending. 

 The Supreme Court, through a PIL (April 2025), has directed authorities to act in a time-bound 

manner. 

Rising Public Health Crisis: 

 Lancet (March 2025) reported a global obesity surge. 

 In India: 

o CAGR of 13.3% in ultra-processed foods (UPF) from 2011–2021. 

o Sharp increase in child and adolescent obesity. 

o NCDs now affect all age groups, undermining productivity and public finances. 

Commercial Determinants of Health (CDH): 

 Growing global awareness about how trade and corporate activities affect health. 

 FTA without health safeguards becomes a “Trojan Horse” for NCDs. 

Recommendations & Way Forward: 

1. Amend FTA Implementation: 

o Insert safeguards in the legal drafting phase. 

o Introduce product-specific exclusions or conditions. 

2. Enforce Mandatory Warning Labels (FOPNL): 
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o Adopt clear, colour-coded or graphic warning labels. 

o Avoid ambiguous star ratings. 

3. Ban Junk Food Advertising: 

o Especially for children and adolescents. 

o Regulate celebrity endorsements strictly. 

4. Healthy School Campaigns: 

o Replace sugar/oil boards with HFSS awareness boards. 

o Ban sale of junk food in school and college canteens. 

5. Public Health-Trade Policy Convergence: 

o Health professionals must actively participate in trade negotiations. 

o Align with Economic Survey 2024–25 and National Institute of Nutrition guidelines. 

Critical Analysis: 

Balance Needed: 

 While FTAs are vital for trade growth, unchecked import of unhealthy products harms long-term 

productivity and health. 

Weak Institutional Response: 

 Delay in regulatory reforms (e.g. FOPNL) shows state capacity lagging behind corporate interests. 

Opportunity for Reform: 

 India can become a global model by balancing economic growth with public health safeguards, 

using Chile, Mexico, and the U.K. as benchmarks. 
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