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External Affairs Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar met Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in New Delhi, marking a significant step in
restoring bilateral ties. The talks come ahead of PM Modi's visit to China for the SCO Summit in Tianjin. This is the first
ministerial-level engagement since the Kazan 2024 meeting between PM Modi and President Xi Jinping.

De-escalation process on border must move forward: Jaishankar to Wang

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The process of withdraw-
ing troops from the Line of
Actual Control needs to
“move forward”, External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishan-
kar told Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, as the
two sides began discus-
sions to improve bilateral
and trade relations in Delhi
on Monday.

They also prepared for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to China for the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO) summit at
the end of the month. On
Tuesday, Mr. Wang will
meet National Security Ad-
visor Ajit Doval for the 24
round of Special Represen-

tative talks that focuses on
the resolution of the boun-
dary dispute between In-
dia and China.

In a special gesture, Mr.
Modi is also expected to
meet Mr. Wang on Tues-
day, ahead of his meetings
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping, at th i
in Tianjin. “
difficult peri
tionship... our two nations

now seek to move ahead,”
Mr. Jaishankar said in his
opening remarks as the
two sides met at the official
venue, Hyderabad House.
“The basis for any positive
momentum in our ties is
the ability to jointly main-
tain peace and tranquillity
in border areas.”

“It is also essential that

Building ties: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar welcomes Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, in New
Delhi on Monday, as the two sides began discussions to improve bilateral relations. Ax

the de-escalation process
move forward,” he added,
drawing attention to the

fact that demobilisation at

the status quo before April

the LAC and dismantlingof 2020, have not been com-

infrastructure, to return to

pleted 10 months after the

leaders met, although oth-
er parts of the relationship
have been restored.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Chi-
nese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Wang pointed
to global challenges, in-
cluding “unilateral bully-
ing” in “free trade and the
international order”, a re-
ference to the U.S. trade ta-
riffs. He said that China
was prepared to worl
India and other neigh-
bours to establish five as-
pects of “peace, tranquilli-
ty, prosperity, beauty and
friendship”. “Both sides
should carefully draw on
the lessons learned over
the past 75 years... view
each other as partners,”
Mr. Wang added.

Mr. Modi and the Chi-
nese President last met in
October 2024 in Kazan and
agreed to normalise ties af-
ter a four-year military
stand-off at the LAC. Mr.

J is the first such
it since the

Kazan meeting, and part of

a number of exchanges to
restore ties between the
two countries. In June this
year, China and India res-
umed the Kailash Mansaro-
var Yatra for pilgrims, and
India has resumed issuing
tourist visas for Chinese
tourists. Both sides are also
discussing the resumption
of sharing river water data,
as well as starting direct
flights between India and
China, which have been
suspended since 2020.

Key Developments

1. Border Issue (LAC De-escalation)
o Jaishankar stressed that the de-escalation process at the LAC must move forward.
o Despite agreements, demobilisation and dismantling of border infrastructure (to restore pre-April 2020 status
quo) remain incomplete.
o India links overall relationship progress with peace and tranquillity at the border.
2. China’s Position
o Wang Yi highlighted global challenges such as “unilateral bullying” in trade (reference to U.S.).
o Pitched a framework of peace, prosperity, beauty, tranquillity, and friendship in ties with neighbours.
o Called for both sides to learn from “75 years of ties” and act as partners.
3. Bilateral Confidence-Building Measures (CBMs)
o Resumption of Kailash MansarovarYatra.
o Tourist visas for Chinese nationals restored.
o Talks on river water data sharing and direct flights (suspended since 2020).
4. Strategic Significance
o Meeting comes ahead of SCO Summit—platform for regional security and connectivity cooperation.
o Seen as part of post-Kazan normalization process after 4 years of border stand-off.

Broader Significance

e India’s Stand: Any normalisation of ties is contingent upon resolving border tensions (clear continuity in India‘s stance
since Galwan 2020).
e China's Stand: Keen to delink border tensions from broader cooperation (economic, trade, multilateral issues).
e Geopolitical Context:
o Both nations face economic slowdowns and pressures from the U.S.-led bloc.
o Regional forums like SCO and BRICS are crucial for both to project multipolarity.
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Implications for India
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1. Security

o Border issue remains unfinished business, with risk of flare-ups if de-escalation stalls.
2. Diplomacy

o Need to balance assertiveness on sovereignty with pragmatism in economic and multilateral engagement.
3. Economy

o Despite tensions, China remains a key trading partner. Restoring limited exchanges may ease trade flows.
4. Regional Balance

o India must navigate ties with China and U.S. simultaneously, without appearing aligned against either.

Way Forward

e Firm Linkage: Continue insisting that peace on border = progress in relations.

e Confidence Building: Expand people-to-people ties, tourism, river cooperation, flights to reduce mistrust.
e Strategic Autonomy: Avoid being drawn into U.S.-China rivalry, while safeguarding sovereignty.

e Multilateral Diplomacy: Use platforms like SCO/BRICS to push for rules-based regional order.

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: Border peace is the foundation of India-China relations. Critically analyze with reference to recent developments. (150
Words)
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Key Findings of the Survey

Unemployment Rate (UR)
o Overall: 5.2% (down from 5.6% in June).
o Rural: 4.4%, Urban: 7.2%.
o Women: Rural 3.9%, Urban 8.7%; Men: Rural
4.6%, Urban 6.6%.
2. Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR)
o Overall: 41.4%.
Women: 25.5% (up from 24.5%).

(@]
o Men: 57.4%.
(@]

Rural Men: 78.1%, Rural Women: 36.9%; Urban
Men: 75.1%, Urban Women: 25.8%.

3. Worker Population Ratio (WPR)

o National: 52% (up from 51.2%).

o Rural: 54.4%, Urban: 47%.

Analysis & Implications

Positive Trends:

o Fall in unemployment
improvement in job absorption, especially in

rural areas.

o Rising female LFPR indicates a gradual but

INDIA"S NATIONAL NEWSPAPER SINCE

The Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation reported that
India’s unemployment rate declined to 5.2% in July 2025 from 5.6% in June 2025. This is accompanied by a rise in female Labour
Force Participation Rate (LFPR) and improvement in the Worker Population Ratio (WPR). While the numbers indicate a positive
trend, deeper analysis reveals persistent structural challenges in India’s labour market.

Unemployment rate declines
t0 5.2% in July: govt. survey

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The rate of unemployment
in the country declined to
5.2% in July from 5.6% in
June, shows the Periodic
Labour Force Survey re-
leased by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation on
Monday.

The Labour Force Parti-
cipation Rate (LFPR) for
women showed a marginal
increase to 25.5% in July
from 24.5% in June. The
LFPR for men stood at
57.4%, while for all per-
sons, it was 41.4%.

The LFPR for men aged
15 and above in rural areas
was 78.1% and for women,
it was 36.9%. “In urban
areas, the LFPR among fe-
males of age 15 years and
above during July was
25.8% compared with
75.1% observed for males
of the same age group,” the
survey noted.

encouraging shift in women'’s economic participation.
o Increase in WPR points to more people being engaged in productive activity.

Persistent Challenges:

The number of persons covered by the survey was 3,79,222
(2,16,832 in rural areas and 1,62,390 in urban areas). FILE PHOTO

The unemployment rate
(UR) for persons aged 15
and above stood at 5.2%. In
rural areas, it was 4.4% and
7.2% in urban areas. For
women in rural areas, the
UR was 3.9%. For men, it
was 4.6%. For women in
urban areas, the UR was
was 8.7% compared with
6.6% among men.

The Worker Population
Ratio (WPR), which defines
the proportion of those
who are employed among
the total population, in ru-

ral areas for persons aged
15 and above was 54.4%. In
June it was 53.3%. The
WPR in urban areas was
47% and at the national le-
vel, it was 52%, 0.8 percen-
tile points higher than
June.

The Labour Bureau sur-
veyed 89,505 (49,355 in ru-
ral areas and 40,150 in ur-
ban areas) households and
the number of persons sur-
veyed was 3,79,222
(2,16,832 in rural areas and
1,62,390 in urban areas).

o Urban unemployment remains high, especially for women (8.7%), reflecting structural barriers such as limited
formal jobs, safety issues, and lack of flexible work options.

o Gender gap remains wide: LFPR of men (57.4%) is more than double that of women (25.5%).

Quality of employment not captured: Many new jobs may be in low-paying informal sectors or

underemployment.

o Rural LFPR and WPR improvements may partly reflect distress-driven employment rather than productive

opportunities.

Policy Relevance:

o Indicates the need for urban job creation, particularly in manufacturing and services.

o Need for women-centric labour policies (skill training, childcare facilities, safety, flexible jobs).

o Importance of tracking underemployment and informality beyond headline unemployment rate.
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The decline in India's unemployment rate to 5.2% in July 2025 is an encouraging sign for the economy, reflecting gradual
recovery in the labour market. However, the persistent urban-rural divide, gender disparities, and concerns about job quality
highlight that India’s employment challenge is more structural than cyclical. For sustainable growth, India must focus on creating

quality jobs, enhancing female participation, and addressing urban employment vulnerabilities, aligning labour reforms with the
broader vision of inclusive development.

Conclusion

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: In the context of the Worker Population Ratio (WPR) reported in PLFS July 2025, which of the following is
correct?

(A) WPR is defined as the proportion of labour force among the total population.
(B) WPR in rural areas was higher than in urban areas.

(C) WPR declined at the national level compared to June 2025.

(D) WPR measures unemployment in the working-age population.

Ans: B)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: The recent PLFS data shows a decline in unemployment but highlights structural challenges in India’s labour market.
Discuss.(150 Words)
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India’s ethanol blending programme, which targets 20% ethanol-petrol blending (E20) by 2025, aims to reduce carbon emissions
and curb dependence on imported crude oil. Ethanol, a biofuel derived from sugarcane, food grains, or lignocellulosic biomass,
has been positioned as a clean and indigenous alternative. However, its adoption raises questions on scientific, technical, and

economic  grounds, particularly  regarding vehicle

compatibility, and long-term sustainability.

efficiency,

Scientific and Technical Aspects

1. Production Sources
o Derived from molasses (C-heavy, B-heavy), sugarcane
juice, broken rice, maize, or lignocellulosic waste.
o Fermentation converts sugars into ethanol using
enzymes like invertase and zymase.
2. Fuel Properties
o Calorific Value: Lower than petrol — potentially reduces
mileage.
o Octane Number: Higher — improves anti-knocking
properties and combustion efficiency.
o Hygroscopic Nature: Absorbs water — risk of corrosion,
clogging, and rusting in fuel systems.
3. Impact on Vehicles

o Modern BS-VI vehicles (with electronic control units) can
adjust combustion parameters and adapt better to E20
fuel.

o Older vehicles (pre-2020 carbureted engines) lack
recalibration capacity — more prone to mileage loss,
corrosion, and higher maintenance.

o Government argues replacement of certain rubber parts

is inexpensive, but industry experts highlight costly
recalibration for older fleets.
4. Environmental Impact

o Ethanol brings additional oxygen into combustion —
reduces particulate matter (PM), NOx, and CO
emissions.

o However, lifecycle emissions depend on feedstock used.

Using sugarcane may raise water and land use concerns.

Comparisons and Lessons

e Brazil's Experience: Transitioned gradually from the 1970s with strong research, subsidies, flex-fuel

consumer readiness.

What does science say about the

govt.s ethanol blending plan?
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vehicles, and

e India’s Challenge: Faster rollout, less preparation, lack of flex-fuel vehicle penetration, and high dependence on food

crops for ethanol — raises concerns of pace and practicality.

| Geetha Hospital, Street No:5, Chaitanyapuri Main Rd, above Dmart Pick-up Point,
* Tirumal opp. to Genius Grammar School, Chaitanyapuri, Hyderabad, Telangana 500060
Classes Contact:- 082477 38641  Website:- www.tirumalclassesiasinstitute.com



T1ONAL NEWS S LN

=2 Classes Daily News Analysis

L Tirumal s

Critical Concerns

e Energy Efficiency: Slight mileage drop likely but not drastic (E10—E20).

e Vehicle Safety: Older vehicles face higher risks of corrosion and malfunction.

e Food Security: Use of food grains like maize/rice for ethanol could strain food supply.

e Economic Cost: Recalibration, component replacement, and subsidies increase costs for both government and
consumers.

Conclusion

India’s ethanol blending plan reflects an ambitious push towards energy security and cleaner fuels. Science suggests that while
mileage and efficiency losses are minor, the greater risks lie in corrosion, vehicle incompatibility, and sustainability of feedstock
use. Lessons from Brazil show the importance of a phased approach, infrastructure readiness, and vehicle adaptation. To
succeed, India must balance climate goals with consumer costs, food security, and industrial readiness, ensuring that the ethanol
programme becomes a sustainable pillar of green energy transition rather than a disruptive burden.

UPSC Prelims Practice Question

Ques: With reference to ethanol as a biofuel, consider the following statements:

1. Ethanol has a higher octane number than petrol.

2. Ethanol has a higher calorific value than petrol.

3. Ethanol is hygroscopic in nature.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(A) 1 and 2 only

(B) 2 and 3 only

(©) 1 and 3 only

(D) 1,2 and 3

Ans : C)

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques :Ethanol blending is projected as a climate-friendly policy. To what extent does it balance the goals of environmental
sustainability, food security, and economic costs?(150 Words)
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The Alaska Summit (August 15, 2025) between U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin has revived
global debate on the Russia—Ukraine conflict, U.S.—Russia rapprochement, and the role of major powers. For India, however, the
meeting has created more anxieties than opportunities. Despite India’s stakes in stable U.S.-Russia relations, the summit
outcomes did little to ease India’s diplomatic vulnerability — caught between two of its closest but competing partners.

India’s Expectations vs. Outcomes

1. Energy and Sanctions
o India hoped for relief from secondary U.S.
sanctions (25%) imposed for buying Russian oil.
o Instead, US. statements reinforced sanctions,
linking them to India’s “funding of Putin’s war
machine.”
o Double tariffs (reciprocal 25%) remain intact,
hurting Indian trade competitiveness.
2. Trade & Market Access
o No progress on stalled India-U.S. trade talks,
still held hostage to the Russia oil issue.
3. Narrative over Operation Sindoor (May 2025)
o Trump publicly claimed credit for mediating the
India—Pakistan ceasefire, contradicting New
Delhi's narrative of success.
o This has created friction and dented India's
diplomatic position.
4. Geopolitical Signaling
o While US.-Russia warmth benefits Moscow,
India faced continued pressure and skepticism
from Washington.

Alaskan winds, India and the Trump-Putin summit

he "Alaska Moment™ between United
States President Donald Trump and
kmsml President Viadimir Putin on
August 15, 2005 will lran\]alL i mhu
abjectvesfof Ukrane as s Tron
Ukssinian President volodvinys Zceneiyy d
‘European leaders, leading up 1o a possible
trilateral summit in a quest for the end of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict. For New Delhi, however,
the Alaska Summit did not yield the clear-cut
outcomes many had hoped for before the
‘mesting between the leaders of two of India’s
closest friends. Nor did it help the peculiar sense
of vulnerability that Indian diplomacy faced, of
Taving so much at stake in a meeting while having
solittle agency In its results
Broadly, the Narendra Modi government had
Toped that a LS. Russia rapprochement would
talce off some of the pressure from the US. India
uas felt over its ties with Russia. However, while
there was a visible warmth n the Trump-Putin
exchanges, this did not result in a less chilling
tone that M. Trump has had towards lndia. He
has been taking ndia to task on a number of
issues.

More specifically, hopes rose that the Alaska
‘meeting would result in a rollback of the US!s
‘planned 25% secondary sanctions on India for
buying Russian oil; the resumption of India-LS.
wade talks that Mr. Trump has held up over the
Russia oil issue; and 2 subsequent revision of the
25% reciproc: already in place. Ina

re in the Financial Times
unding Puiin's war machine

ump:
Mam\r.nttur:ns virtually aebed such hopes,
clear that the double tariffs were a
lv.wpmng»(lpulm_v by the US. to “hit India
where it hurts", for both the Russian imports and
for its curbs on market access.

No change in India policies
Nor was there any indicator thar Mr. Trump
‘would let up on (He other pain point: ]‘\]r.
counter-narrative to the Modi government'

aceount of Operation Sind

joor (May 710) and horw

Thus, the first takeaway from the Summit must
e this: while Mr. Trump's re-engagement and
honhormie with Mr. Putin may help Maseow, it
does ot mean a revision ofhis poicies fwand
india. In any case, the rationale behind ¢

nabot purishing
The 5. has irself increased it trade with
Russia since Mr, Trump came (o power and China
imports of Russian oil have been consistently
Targer than Indiz's. Fitting Inda with sanctions
while feting the Russian President and ignoring
China's actians seems (0 indicare that the reasons

for the US’s actions lie elsewhere. Many have
»

ingaround him i the White House, with few

suggested that Mr out of pigue
upset that M. Modi ghored s claias o have
m-d.\alul\ulh the Pakistanis. Reports suggested

so rebuffed US. moves for him to

- nlwvm ‘with the Pakistani leadership in Riyadh
Washingaon, and tha the Mod Trump cal

that deal
i e ol Sty Counclon i
State Department. In the ‘good times” Delh and
Washington have worked well, even without a
U.S. Ambassador in place in India. But at present,
itis clear that a senior envoy with a keen

oopune 17
awkward as a result. Mr. Trump's more obvious
focus appears to be recognition for his
peace making efforts, and a possible Nobel Peace
Prize, and the Modi government has already
‘missed the bus 1o give him the credit for the
‘Operation Sindoor ceasefire that Mr. Trump so
dlearly wants.

‘New Delhi must decide whether it wishes 1o
jump irough hoops or Washington. o whether

re sensible to step back and allow

the Trump adminisrarion to do ks wors before
‘assessing a response and tum its energies o

ndia as well as the US. President's
ear are necessary to navigate the wrbulence in
tes.

Maintain a political balance

“The third lesson of the past few months is that
India must reclaim bipartisanship in diplomatic
relations, and buikd and maintain ties on both
sides of the political spectrum, regardless

which partyis in power. [n the US., the
Demoeratic party establishment was unhappy
about the Trump-Madi rallies because they were
beld just monchs before the U, presidental

other parts of the world. sy

election in 2020, and India some

‘with Mz. Modi's upcoming visits o Japan and then
m China for the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation mcet, 3 possibie visit the US. for

G e Joe
Biden acminisizarion. Four years aer, this
annoyed Mr. Trump, the Republican contender,
especially as he felt the mml:ulbﬂween the

the United }
South Africa for the G:20 summit. nmvb.usa

e he vas in power
b et e e Sl i vty

tspend tme with him when he was out of

g the three times Mr. Modi
travelled to the U.S., in 2021, 2023 and 2024, o

unclear whether Mr. Trump will visit
especially o IndiaUS. trade deal is done by
then, and whether the Tndian government wil be
inany mood to roll out the red carpet.

Returning to substance

‘The second takeaway should bea lesson in not
allowing “Summitry™ to overtake fndia’s broader
interests. For more than a decade, the “Modi
‘mantra™ of foreign policy has been about
‘personal magic and chemistry, of dealing
‘one-to-one with leaders of other countries, as his
imprimatur on hilateral ties. As a result, visits
abroad have been judged by the number of oint

el talks with M. Biden. Closer houe, this
bipartisanship has been proven to trip up India’s
ties in the neighbouring countries as well —
Pangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal and the Maldives,
Fourth, Mr. Trumps penalties on India’s
import of oll, after the US. allowed, even actively
encouraged the purchases before, show how
fiekle the giobal poswer can be and how futile it is
for India o foregn its principles in arder ro please
a particular regime. India’s time-honoured
prineiple of only aceeding to UN-mandated
sanctions was broken in 2018 when the
government bowed to Mr. Trump's threats of
sanctions against Tranian oil, and then
Venezuetan oil, possibly emboldening him to
demand the use of Russian oil

ial honours and awards ths 2
(odle?nmg Minister, rather than the actual
With

this time. i 3
India does n\tl]lmuskemnmm( losses in
ol Tralso bex ic

Chima, hopever, the 15 one.an one meetings
between Mr. Modi and China's President Xi
Jinping berween 201449 did not generate the
requisie understanding i foresee
People’s Liberation Army's transgressions along
the Line of Actual Control and the Galvan

(\nhlhrl -S..too. M. Mol close

the
grudgingly aceept Indis sateghe sutomomy in
ey

Finally, New Delhi must consider measures

the Trump 1
e oty T o amd

“Namaste Trump' ally in Gujarat in 2020}, as well
s his carly visit to Washi the Trump

and I with US, actions
it bt s merests acutely - ik he
reciprocal and penalty tarifs that will make
thase ur its

2.0 administration in February 2025 should have
‘given the two leaders enough of an

underseanding of the other. Given the shocks that
have followed, it may be time to turm back the
focus to subsance over style. But that substance
beoancs mere ik o sk i Tromims
times, given that most foreign policy dec

e g akcr by M. Trusep himeel and 2 sl

exparting rivals, curbs on U.S.
o, o1 the remittance axes o Idians working
im the US. Getting hack Ind ey will
recuire 2 mer stance - one fhot T ot bufited
by the winds in Alaska, at a summit meeting
thousands of kilometres way from Mdia

SubasinL Bt Lo

o China's larger imports of Russian oil were overlooked by the U.S., showing India was selectively targeted.

Key Lessons for India

1. Avoid Over-Reliance on Summit Diplomacy

o Modi's personalized diplomacy (“Summitry” and leader chemistry) has often yielded style over substance.
o Example: Despite 18 Modi—Xi meetings (2014-2019), India was blindsided by Galwan.

2. Reclaim Bipartisanship

o India’s participation in the "Howdy Modi” and “Namaste Trump” rallies tied India too closely to U.S. domestic

politics.

o Bipartisan ties are essential to sustain long-term diplomatic stability.

3. Stick to Strategic Autonomy

o By bowing to U.S. sanctions on Iran and Venezuela (2018), India compromised its principles and emboldened

Washington.

o Strategic autonomy in energy choices enhances credibility in the Global South.

4. Prepare Countermeasures
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o India must explore options to offset penalty tariffs, trade restrictions, and remittance taxes.
o Diversifying partnerships with Japan, China (SCO), Russia, and G-20 partners can mitigate U.S. pressure.

Conclusion

The Alaska Summit illustrates how India‘s agency in global geopolitics remains constrained when great power bargains unfold.
For India, the way forward lies in reducing dependence on the whims of one power, strengthening its principled stand on
sanctions and energy security, and rebalancing ties across blocs. By shifting focus from personality-driven summitry to
substantive, institutional, and multi-aligned diplomacy, India can safeguard its strategic space amidst shifting global winds.

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: The Trump—Putin Alaska Summit of 2025 exposed India’s vulnerability of having stakes without agency. In this context,
discuss how India can strengthen its strategic autonomy while managing ties with both the U.S. and Russia.(150 Words)
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Women's empowerment is often celebrated in India through symbolic gestures — awards, media representation, and
recognition of successful leaders. However, true empowerment lies in enabling ordinary women, especially those from
marginalised backgrounds, to stand against entrenched power structures without fear of social ostracisation, financial ruin, or
systemic neglect. The case of a domestic help who stood firm in a legal battle against a powerful politician highlights the gap

between rhetoric and reality in India’s discourse on women's empowerment.

Core Issues Highlighted

1. Superficial Narratives of Empowerment

o Focus is usually on privileged women in
leadership roles.

o Grassroots struggles of women facing
abuse or harassment receive little
sustained recognition.

2. Systemic Challenges for Survivors

o After legal victories, survivors often face
job loss, stigma, and economic instability.

o Legal expenses and social isolation
compound trauma, making justice a
hollow victory.

3. State and Institutional Gaps

o Existing legal aid remains inaccessible and
underfunded.

o Survivor rehabilitation frameworks are
weak compared to schemes available for

other victims  (terrorism, industrial
accidents).
The Way Forward
1. State-funded survivor compensation

schemes - To cover legal expenses and
provide financial stability post-trial.

2. Dedicated legal aid cells — Specialised
survivor litigation support with professional
advocates and forensic experts.

3. Guaranteed employment pathways -

What true empowerment of women entails

he trial of former Janata
Dal (Secular) MP
Prajwal Revanna,
tainted by every trick in

the book that power can muster,
from legal intimidation to
procedural delays, could have
been yet another grim entry in
India’s long and exhausting
history of justice denied. However,
this case was different because a
47-year-old domestic help, with no
wealth, no political connections,
and no media machinery at her
disposal, refused to be worn
down. She braved high-profile
legal muscle, relentless attempts at
discrediting her, and the quiet but
crushing social pressures that
compel victims to disappear into
silence. She didn’t disappear;
instead, she stood her ground.

The language of empowerment
India loves the language of
empowerment. We put women
entrepreneurs on magazine
covers, we host conferences
celebrating women CEOs, and we
create awards to honour women
leaders in politics, business, and
culture. Yet, when a woman
without privilege takes on the
powerful in a court of law, we
often treat her as a passing
headline; not as a hero whose
actions have fortified the very
concept of justice. Our narrative of
empowerment too often belongs
to those who have the resources to
recover from failure, the networks
to cushion backlash, and the
privilege to choose their battles.
‘We rarely extend the same
recognition and support to
women whose fight is not for
market share or boardroom
representation, but for their very
survival. Women like this domestic
help are not just defending their
rights; they are performing a form
of public service. Their win
strengthens the jurisprudence for
every woman who will walk into a
police station trembling, unsure if
she will be heard.

And yet, the moment the
verdict is read, the applause dies
down and the state, which was
happy to bask in the optics of

Apsara Reddy

AIADMK
Spokesperson

Women who
fight for justice
deserve more
than applause;
they deserve a
future

Quotas in government/PSUs for survivors of harassment and abuse cases.

4. Psychological support & trauma recovery — Structured access to counselling

initiatives.

justice served, does little to ensure
that these women can rebuild
their lives. The women return to
the same environment where
abuse took place, facing
retaliatory stigma, finding
themselves jobless because it is
“too much trouble” to employ
someone who has been in court,
or sinking under the weight of
legal debts incurred during the
fight. If governments, corporates,
and civil society are serious about
“women empowerment”, they
must provide these women
structural support — legal,
economic, and psychosocial - to
ensure that victory in court does
not translate into defeat in life.

The way forward

‘We need state-funded survivor
compensation schemes.
Frameworks exist to provide
financial compensation to families
of crime victims in categories such
as terrorism or industrial
accidents, so why should a woman
who has stood up against
entrenched power, faced
character assassination, and
endured court battles not receive
similar recognition and financial
security? The compensation
should be calculated not only to
cover legal expenses but to secure
aminimum period of stability.

We need dedicated legal aid
cells with special funding. Most
women in such cases are
bankrupted by the legal process.
‘While legal aid exists in theory, it
is woefully under-resourced and
often inaccessible. States must
create specialised survivor
litigation cells with professional
advocates, forensic experts, and
victim support officers, funded on
par with public presecutors in
high-profile cases.

We need guaranteed
employment pathways.
Governments, public sector
undertakings, and corporates
should create direct employment
quotas for survivors of legal battles
against abuse and harassment.

We need psychological support
and trauma recovery. Survivors
require structured access to

long-term counselling, peer
support networks, and therapy
sessions, funded by the state and
supplemented by CSR initiatives.
Trauma recovery must be treated
as a right, not as a luxury.

Most importantly, we must
institutionalise survivor expertise.
Women who have navigated
intimidation, isolation, and legal
complexity should be trained and
appointed as counsellors for
victims in police stations to guide
them through the first and often
most critical reporting stage; as
mentors in community legal
education programmes to
demystify the justice process for
other women; and as members of
Internal Complaints Committees
under POSH laws, where their
lived experience can lend
authenticity and empathy to
workplace grievance redressal.
This will not only provide
survivors with income, but ensure
that their courage is
institutionalised, not forgotten.

One might ask, why we should
single out women like this? Why
not simply improve the justice
system for all? The answer is
simple: they are fighting battles
that, in the absence of systemic
reform, remain exceptions.
Supporting them visibly and
meaningfully sends a signal to
both potential victims and
potential abusers that the state
does not abandon those who
resist, and that the cost of
silencing them will only rise.
Moreover, recognising these
women’s courage in concrete,
life-changing ways reshapes our
national idea of empowerment.

Applause is easy; it costs
nothing. But when a woman risks
everything to hold a powerful man
accountable, society owes her
more than praise; it owes her a
future. That future must be
secured through a combination of
immediate economic support,
long-term professional integration,
and the legitimisation of survivor
voices in policymaking and
institutional culture. Only then
can we say that empowerment has
been delivered, not just declared.

and therapy, funded by state and CSR

5. Institutionalising survivor expertise — Appointing survivors as counsellors, mentors, and committee members under
POSH to ensure empathy-driven grievance redressal.
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e The article underscores the difference between symbolic empowerment and substantive empowerment.

e Empowerment must move from optics to outcomes — legal victories should translate into economic security, social
acceptance, and institutional integration.

e Survivor-centred policies will not only strengthen justice but also build public trust in institutions.

e However, such measures should complement larger systemic reforms in the justice system to ensure equity for all
victims, irrespective of gender or background.

Critical Analysis

Conclusion

True women empowerment cannot be limited to boardrooms, awards, or token celebrations. It must empower the weakest
voices — women without privilege, resources, or networks — who challenge entrenched power structures. By institutionalising
survivor support through legal, financial, psychological, and professional frameworks, society can ensure that justice is not
just delivered in courtrooms but also in everyday life. Real empowerment lies not in applause but in ensuring dignity, livelihood,
and security for every woman who dares to resist injustice.

UPSC Mains Practice Question

Ques: Applause is easy; empowerment requires systemic support.” In light of this statement, critically examine the challenges
faced by women survivors of abuse in India even after securing legal victories. Suggest structural measures to ensure true
empowerment of women. (150 Words)
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The path to ending global hunger runs through India

ith global chronic undernourishment
w now on a downward trend, the world

is beginning to turn a corner in its
fight against hunger. The United Nations’ newly
released The State of Food Security and Nutrition
in the World 2025 reports that 673 million people
(8.2% of the world’s population) were
undernourished in 2024. This is down from 688
million in 2023. Although we have not yet
returned to pre-pandemic levels (7.3% in 2018),
this reversal marks a welcome shift from the
sharp rise experienced during COVID-19.

India has played a decisive role in this global
progress. The gains are the result of policy
investments in food security and nutrition,
increasingly driven by digital technology, smarter
governance, and improved service delivery.

Revised estimates using the latest National
Sample Survey data on household consumption
show that the prevalence of undernourishment in
India declined from 14.3% in 2020-22 to 12% in
2022-24. In absolute terms, this means 30 million
fewer people living with hunger — an impressive
achievement considering the scale of the
population and the depth of disruption caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The transformation of the PDS

At the centre of this progress is India’s Public
Distribution System, which has undergone a
profound transformation. The system has been
revitalised through digitalisation,
Aadhaar-enabled targeting, real-time inventory
tracking, and biometric authentication. The
rollout of electronic point-of-sale systems and the
One Nation One Ration Card platform have made
entitlements portable across the country, which
is particularly crucial for internal migrants and
vulnerable households.

Maximo Torero
Cullen

is Chief Economist,
the Food and
Agriculture
Organization of the
United Nations (FAQ)

India’s decisive
role in the the
world's fight
against hunger
is a result of its
policy
investments in
food security
and nutrition

These innovations allowed India to rapidly
scale up food support during the pandemic and
to continue to ensure access to subsidised staples
for more than 800 million people.

Now, progress on calories must give way to
progress on nutrition. The cost of a healthy diet
in India remains unaffordable for over 60% of the
population, driven by high prices of
nutrient-dense foods, inadequate cold chains,
and inefficient market linkages. That said, India
has begun investing in improving the quality of
calories. For example, the Pradhan Mantri
Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM POSHAN)
school-feeding scheme, launched in 2021, and the
Integrated Child Development Services are now
focusing on dietary diversity and nutrition
sensitivity, laying the foundation for long-term
improvements in child development and public
health.

New data in the UN report also shows progress
the country has made in making healthy diets
more affordable despite food inflation.

What is happening underscores a larger
structural challenge: even as hunger falls,
malnutrition, obesity, and micronutrient
deficiencies are rising. This is especially so among
poor urban and rural populations.

The agrifood system needs transformation
India can meet this challenge by transforming its
agrifood system. This means boosting the
production and the affordability of nutrient-rich
foods such as pulses, fruits, vegetables, and
animal-source products, which are often out of
reach for low-income families. It also means
investing in post-harvest infrastructure such as
cold storage and digital logistics systems, to
reduce the estimated 13% of food lost between
farm and market. These losses directly affect food

availability and affordability.

In addition, India should further strengthen
support for women-led food enterprises and local
cooperatives, including Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs), especially those cultivating
climate-resilient crops, as these can enhance both
nutrition and livelihoods.

India must continue to invest in its digital
advantage to drive the transformation of its
agrifood systems. Platforms such as AgriStack,
e-NAM, and geospatial data tools can strengthen
market access, improve agricultural planning,
and enhance the delivery of nutrition-sensitive
interventions.

A symbol of hope

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) notes that the progress of
India in agrifood system transformation is not just
national imperatives; they are global
contributions. As a leader among developing
countries, India is well-positioned to share its
innovations in digital governance, social
protection, and data-driven agriculture with
others across the Global South. India’s experience
shows that reducing hunger is not only possible
but that it can be scaled when backed by political
will, smart investment, and inclusion.

With just five years left to meet the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG), including SDG 2 (Zero
Hunger) on ending hunger, India’s recent
performance gives this writer hope. But
sustaining this momentum will require a shift
from delivering sustenance to delivering
nutrition, resilience, and opportunity.

The hunger clock is ticking. India is no longer
just feeding itself. The path to ending global
hunger runs through India, and its continued
leadership is essential to getting us there.

the challenges that remain in achieving SDG-2

Context:

The latest UN FAO report (SOFI 2025) shows global undernourishment declining to 8.2% in 2024 (673 million people),
reversing the pandemic-driven rise. A major driver of this progress is India’s improvement in food security, where
undernourishment fell from 14.3% (2020-22) to 12% (2022-24) — lifting 30 million people out of hunger. This success is
attributed to reforms in the Public Distribution System (PDS), digital governance, and nutrition-focused schemes.

Key Achievements

1. Revitalisation of the PDS
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o Aadhaar-enabled targeting, biometric authentication, e-POS, and real-time inventory tracking.
o  One Nation One Ration Card ensured portability, benefitting migrants.
o Reached over 800 million beneficiaries during the pandemic.
2. Nutrition-oriented Schemes
o PM POSHAN (2021) and ICDS focusing on dietary diversity.
o Increased affordability of healthy diets despite food inflation.
3. Digital and Governance Innovations
o Platforms like AgriStack, e-NAM, and geospatial tools for market access, planning, and delivery.
o Leveraging India’s digital advantage to scale welfare programs.

Emerging Challenges

1. Nutrition vs. Calories

o  While hunger has reduced, over 60% of Indians cannot afford a healthy diet.

o High cost of pulses, fruits, vegetables, and animal products.
2. Triple Burden of Malnutrition

o Undernutrition, obesity, and micronutrient deficiencies co-exist, especially among poor households.
3. Food System Inefficiencies

o ~13% post-harvest food loss due to weak storage and logistics.

o Inadequate cold chains and fragmented markets.

The Way Forward

1. Agrifood System Transformation
o Boost production & affordability of nutrient-rich foods.
o Investin cold storage, logistics, and digital food supply systems.
2. Support Women & Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs)
o Encourage climate-resilient crops, cooperative models, and women-led food enterprises.
3. From Calories to Nutrition
o Expand dietary diversity in schemes.
o Promote pulses, millets, fortified foods.
4. Global Leadership
o Share India’s experience in digital governance and food security innovations with the Global South.
o Contribute to achieving SDG-2 (Zero Hunger) by 2030.

Critical Analysis
¢ India has shifted from being a food-deficit nation to a global anchor in food security.

e Success in digitised PDS is a model for the developing world.
e However, the nutritional challenge (hidden hunger, obesity) requires systemic agrifood reforms.

e India’s leadership will be central in shaping the global fight against hunger, both by domestic progress and by

exporting policy innovations.
Conclusion
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India’s progress demonstrates that large-scale hunger reduction is achievable through political will, digital innovation, and
targeted social protection. Yet, the next step is moving from “feeding people” to “nourishing people”. With five years left
for the SDGs, the article underscores that the global pathway to Zero Hunger runs through India, making its continued

leadership vital for both national and global food security.
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