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Page 01:GS 2 : International Relations 

External Affairs Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar met Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in New Delhi, marking a significant step in 

restoring bilateral ties. The talks come ahead of PM Modi’s visit to China for the SCO Summit in Tianjin. This is the first 

ministerial-level engagement since the Kazan 2024 meeting between PM Modi and President Xi Jinping. 

 

Key Developments 

1. Border Issue (LAC De-escalation) 

o Jaishankar stressed that the de-escalation process at the LAC must move forward. 

o Despite agreements, demobilisation and dismantling of border infrastructure (to restore pre-April 2020 status 

quo) remain incomplete. 

o India links overall relationship progress with peace and tranquillity at the border. 

2. China’s Position 

o Wang Yi highlighted global challenges such as “unilateral bullying” in trade (reference to U.S.). 

o Pitched a framework of peace, prosperity, beauty, tranquillity, and friendship in ties with neighbours. 

o Called for both sides to learn from “75 years of ties” and act as partners. 

3. Bilateral Confidence-Building Measures (CBMs) 

o Resumption of Kailash MansarovarYatra. 

o Tourist visas for Chinese nationals restored. 

o Talks on river water data sharing and direct flights (suspended since 2020). 

4. Strategic Significance 

o Meeting comes ahead of SCO Summit—platform for regional security and connectivity cooperation. 

o Seen as part of post-Kazan normalization process after 4 years of border stand-off. 

Broader Significance 

 India’s Stand: Any normalisation of ties is contingent upon resolving border tensions (clear continuity in India’s stance 

since Galwan 2020). 

 China’s Stand: Keen to delink border tensions from broader cooperation (economic, trade, multilateral issues). 

 Geopolitical Context: 

o Both nations face economic slowdowns and pressures from the U.S.-led bloc. 

o Regional forums like SCO and BRICS are crucial for both to project multipolarity. 
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Implications for India 

1. Security 

o Border issue remains unfinished business, with risk of flare-ups if de-escalation stalls. 

2. Diplomacy 

o Need to balance assertiveness on sovereignty with pragmatism in economic and multilateral engagement. 

3. Economy 

o Despite tensions, China remains a key trading partner. Restoring limited exchanges may ease trade flows. 

4. Regional Balance 

o India must navigate ties with China and U.S. simultaneously, without appearing aligned against either. 

Way Forward  

 Firm Linkage: Continue insisting that peace on border = progress in relations. 

 Confidence Building: Expand people-to-people ties, tourism, river cooperation, flights to reduce mistrust. 

 Strategic Autonomy: Avoid being drawn into U.S.-China rivalry, while safeguarding sovereignty. 

 Multilateral Diplomacy: Use platforms like SCO/BRICS to push for rules-based regional order. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Border peace is the foundation of India-China relations. Critically analyze with reference to recent developments. (150 

Words) 
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Page 06:GS 3 : Indian Economy 

The Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation reported that 

India’s unemployment rate declined to 5.2% in July 2025 from 5.6% in June 2025. This is accompanied by a rise in female Labour 

Force Participation Rate (LFPR) and improvement in the Worker Population Ratio (WPR). While the numbers indicate a positive 

trend, deeper analysis reveals persistent structural challenges in India’s labour market. 

Key Findings of the Survey 

1. Unemployment Rate (UR) 

o Overall: 5.2% (down from 5.6% in June). 

o Rural: 4.4%, Urban: 7.2%. 

o Women: Rural 3.9%, Urban 8.7%; Men: Rural 

4.6%, Urban 6.6%. 

2. Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) 

o Overall: 41.4%. 

o Women: 25.5% (up from 24.5%). 

o Men: 57.4%. 

o Rural Men: 78.1%, Rural Women: 36.9%; Urban 

Men: 75.1%, Urban Women: 25.8%. 

3. Worker Population Ratio (WPR) 

o National: 52% (up from 51.2%). 

o Rural: 54.4%, Urban: 47%. 

Analysis & Implications 

 Positive Trends: 

o Fall in unemployment rate suggests an 

improvement in job absorption, especially in 

rural areas. 

o Rising female LFPR indicates a gradual but 

encouraging shift in women’s economic participation. 

o Increase in WPR points to more people being engaged in productive activity. 

 Persistent Challenges: 

o Urban unemployment remains high, especially for women (8.7%), reflecting structural barriers such as limited 

formal jobs, safety issues, and lack of flexible work options. 

o Gender gap remains wide: LFPR of men (57.4%) is more than double that of women (25.5%). 

o Quality of employment not captured: Many new jobs may be in low-paying informal sectors or 

underemployment. 

o Rural LFPR and WPR improvements may partly reflect distress-driven employment rather than productive 

opportunities. 

 Policy Relevance: 

o Indicates the need for urban job creation, particularly in manufacturing and services. 

o Need for women-centric labour policies (skill training, childcare facilities, safety, flexible jobs). 

o Importance of tracking underemployment and informality beyond headline unemployment rate. 
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Conclusion 

The decline in India’s unemployment rate to 5.2% in July 2025 is an encouraging sign for the economy, reflecting gradual 

recovery in the labour market. However, the persistent urban-rural divide, gender disparities, and concerns about job quality 

highlight that India’s employment challenge is more structural than cyclical. For sustainable growth, India must focus on creating 

quality jobs, enhancing female participation, and addressing urban employment vulnerabilities, aligning labour reforms with the 

broader vision of inclusive development. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: In the context of the Worker Population Ratio (WPR) reported in PLFS July 2025, which of the following is 

correct? 

(A) WPR is defined as the proportion of labour force among the total population. 

(B) WPR in rural areas was higher than in urban areas. 

(C) WPR declined at the national level compared to June 2025. 

(D) WPR measures unemployment in the working-age population. 

Ans: B) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: The recent PLFS data shows a decline in unemployment but highlights structural challenges in India’s labour market. 

Discuss.(150 Words) 
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Page : 07 :GS 3 : Science and Technology 

India’s ethanol blending programme, which targets 20% ethanol-petrol blending (E20) by 2025, aims to reduce carbon emissions 

and curb dependence on imported crude oil. Ethanol, a biofuel derived from sugarcane, food grains, or lignocellulosic biomass, 

has been positioned as a clean and indigenous alternative. However, its adoption raises questions on scientific, technical, and 

economic grounds, particularly regarding efficiency, vehicle 

compatibility, and long-term sustainability. 

Scientific and Technical Aspects 

1. Production Sources 

o Derived from molasses (C-heavy, B-heavy), sugarcane 

juice, broken rice, maize, or lignocellulosic waste. 

o Fermentation converts sugars into ethanol using 

enzymes like invertase and zymase. 

2. Fuel Properties 

o Calorific Value: Lower than petrol → potentially reduces 

mileage. 

o Octane Number: Higher → improves anti-knocking 

properties and combustion efficiency. 

o Hygroscopic Nature: Absorbs water → risk of corrosion, 

clogging, and rusting in fuel systems. 

3. Impact on Vehicles 

o Modern BS-VI vehicles (with electronic control units) can 

adjust combustion parameters and adapt better to E20 

fuel. 

o Older vehicles (pre-2020 carbureted engines) lack 

recalibration capacity → more prone to mileage loss, 

corrosion, and higher maintenance. 

o Government argues replacement of certain rubber parts 

is inexpensive, but industry experts highlight costly 

recalibration for older fleets. 

4. Environmental Impact 

o Ethanol brings additional oxygen into combustion → 

reduces particulate matter (PM), NOx, and CO 

emissions. 

o However, lifecycle emissions depend on feedstock used. 

Using sugarcane may raise water and land use concerns. 

Comparisons and Lessons 

 Brazil’s Experience: Transitioned gradually from the 1970s with strong research, subsidies, flex-fuel vehicles, and 

consumer readiness. 

 India’s Challenge: Faster rollout, less preparation, lack of flex-fuel vehicle penetration, and high dependence on food 

crops for ethanol → raises concerns of pace and practicality. 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Critical Concerns 

 Energy Efficiency: Slight mileage drop likely but not drastic (E10→E20). 

 Vehicle Safety: Older vehicles face higher risks of corrosion and malfunction. 

 Food Security: Use of food grains like maize/rice for ethanol could strain food supply. 

 Economic Cost: Recalibration, component replacement, and subsidies increase costs for both government and 

consumers. 

Conclusion 

India’s ethanol blending plan reflects an ambitious push towards energy security and cleaner fuels. Science suggests that while 

mileage and efficiency losses are minor, the greater risks lie in corrosion, vehicle incompatibility, and sustainability of feedstock 

use. Lessons from Brazil show the importance of a phased approach, infrastructure readiness, and vehicle adaptation. To 

succeed, India must balance climate goals with consumer costs, food security, and industrial readiness, ensuring that the ethanol 

programme becomes a sustainable pillar of green energy transition rather than a disruptive burden. 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to ethanol as a biofuel, consider the following statements: 

1. Ethanol has a higher octane number than petrol. 

2. Ethanol has a higher calorific value than petrol. 

3. Ethanol is hygroscopic in nature. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(A) 1 and 2 only 

(B) 2 and 3 only 

(C) 1 and 3 only 

(D) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : C) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques :Ethanol blending is projected as a climate-friendly policy. To what extent does it balance the goals of environmental 

sustainability, food security, and economic costs?(150 Words) 
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Page 08 :GS 2 : International Relations 

The Alaska Summit (August 15, 2025) between U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin has revived 

global debate on the Russia–Ukraine conflict, U.S.–Russia rapprochement, and the role of major powers. For India, however, the 

meeting has created more anxieties than opportunities. Despite India’s stakes in stable U.S.–Russia relations, the summit 

outcomes did little to ease India’s diplomatic vulnerability — caught between two of its closest but competing partners. 

India’s Expectations vs. Outcomes 

1. Energy and Sanctions 

o India hoped for relief from secondary U.S. 

sanctions (25%) imposed for buying Russian oil. 

o Instead, U.S. statements reinforced sanctions, 

linking them to India’s “funding of Putin’s war 

machine.” 

o Double tariffs (reciprocal 25%) remain intact, 

hurting Indian trade competitiveness. 

2. Trade & Market Access 

o No progress on stalled India–U.S. trade talks, 

still held hostage to the Russia oil issue. 

3. Narrative over Operation Sindoor (May 2025) 

o Trump publicly claimed credit for mediating the 

India–Pakistan ceasefire, contradicting New 

Delhi’s narrative of success. 

o This has created friction and dented India’s 

diplomatic position. 

4. Geopolitical Signaling 

o While U.S.–Russia warmth benefits Moscow, 

India faced continued pressure and skepticism 

from Washington. 

o China’s larger imports of Russian oil were overlooked by the U.S., showing India was selectively targeted. 

Key Lessons for India 

1. Avoid Over-Reliance on Summit Diplomacy 

o Modi’s personalized diplomacy (“Summitry” and leader chemistry) has often yielded style over substance. 

o Example: Despite 18 Modi–Xi meetings (2014–2019), India was blindsided by Galwan. 

2. Reclaim Bipartisanship 

o India’s participation in the “Howdy Modi” and “Namaste Trump” rallies tied India too closely to U.S. domestic 

politics. 

o Bipartisan ties are essential to sustain long-term diplomatic stability. 

3. Stick to Strategic Autonomy 

o By bowing to U.S. sanctions on Iran and Venezuela (2018), India compromised its principles and emboldened 

Washington. 

o Strategic autonomy in energy choices enhances credibility in the Global South. 

4. Prepare Countermeasures 
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o India must explore options to offset penalty tariffs, trade restrictions, and remittance taxes. 

o Diversifying partnerships with Japan, China (SCO), Russia, and G-20 partners can mitigate U.S. pressure. 

Conclusion 

The Alaska Summit illustrates how India’s agency in global geopolitics remains constrained when great power bargains unfold. 

For India, the way forward lies in reducing dependence on the whims of one power, strengthening its principled stand on 

sanctions and energy security, and rebalancing ties across blocs. By shifting focus from personality-driven summitry to 

substantive, institutional, and multi-aligned diplomacy, India can safeguard its strategic space amidst shifting global winds. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: The Trump–Putin Alaska Summit of 2025 exposed India’s vulnerability of having stakes without agency. In this context, 

discuss how India can strengthen its strategic autonomy while managing ties with both the U.S. and Russia.(150 Words) 
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Page 09 :GS 1 : Indian Society 

Women’s empowerment is often celebrated in India through symbolic gestures — awards, media representation, and 

recognition of successful leaders. However, true empowerment lies in enabling ordinary women, especially those from 

marginalised backgrounds, to stand against entrenched power structures without fear of social ostracisation, financial ruin, or 

systemic neglect. The case of a domestic help who stood firm in a legal battle against a powerful politician highlights the gap 

between rhetoric and reality in India’s discourse on women’s empowerment. 

Core Issues Highlighted 

1. Superficial Narratives of Empowerment 

o Focus is usually on privileged women in 

leadership roles. 

o Grassroots struggles of women facing 

abuse or harassment receive little 

sustained recognition. 

2. Systemic Challenges for Survivors 

o After legal victories, survivors often face 

job loss, stigma, and economic instability. 

o Legal expenses and social isolation 

compound trauma, making justice a 

hollow victory. 

3. State and Institutional Gaps 

o Existing legal aid remains inaccessible and 

underfunded. 

o Survivor rehabilitation frameworks are 

weak compared to schemes available for 

other victims (terrorism, industrial 

accidents). 

The Way Forward  

1. State-funded survivor compensation 

schemes – To cover legal expenses and 

provide financial stability post-trial. 

2. Dedicated legal aid cells – Specialised 

survivor litigation support with professional 

advocates and forensic experts. 

3. Guaranteed employment pathways – 

Quotas in government/PSUs for survivors of harassment and abuse cases. 

4. Psychological support & trauma recovery – Structured access to counselling and therapy, funded by state and CSR 

initiatives. 

5. Institutionalising survivor expertise – Appointing survivors as counsellors, mentors, and committee members under 

POSH to ensure empathy-driven grievance redressal. 
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Critical Analysis 

 The article underscores the difference between symbolic empowerment and substantive empowerment. 

 Empowerment must move from optics to outcomes — legal victories should translate into economic security, social 

acceptance, and institutional integration. 

 Survivor-centred policies will not only strengthen justice but also build public trust in institutions. 

 However, such measures should complement larger systemic reforms in the justice system to ensure equity for all 

victims, irrespective of gender or background. 

Conclusion 

True women empowerment cannot be limited to boardrooms, awards, or token celebrations. It must empower the weakest 

voices — women without privilege, resources, or networks — who challenge entrenched power structures. By institutionalising 

survivor support through legal, financial, psychological, and professional frameworks, society can ensure that justice is not 

just delivered in courtrooms but also in everyday life. Real empowerment lies not in applause but in ensuring dignity, livelihood, 

and security for every woman who dares to resist injustice. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Applause is easy; empowerment requires systemic support.” In light of this statement, critically examine the challenges 

faced by women survivors of abuse in India even after securing legal victories. Suggest structural measures to ensure true 

empowerment of women. (150 Words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

The latest UN FAO report (SOFI 2025) shows global undernourishment declining to 8.2% in 2024 (673 million people), 

reversing the pandemic-driven rise. A major driver of this progress is India’s improvement in food security, where 

undernourishment fell from 14.3% (2020–22) to 12% (2022–24) — lifting 30 million people out of hunger. This success is 

attributed to reforms in the Public Distribution System (PDS), digital governance, and nutrition-focused schemes. 

Key Achievements 

1. Revitalisation of the PDS 

GS. Paper 02 International Relation 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:The path to ending global hunger runs through India.” Critically examine India’s 

role in reducing hunger and malnutrition globally, highlighting the challenges that remain in achieving SDG-2 

(Zero Hunger).(150 words)  
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o Aadhaar-enabled targeting, biometric authentication, e-POS, and real-time inventory tracking. 

o One Nation One Ration Card ensured portability, benefitting migrants. 

o Reached over 800 million beneficiaries during the pandemic. 

2. Nutrition-oriented Schemes 

o PM POSHAN (2021) and ICDS focusing on dietary diversity. 

o Increased affordability of healthy diets despite food inflation. 

3. Digital and Governance Innovations 

o Platforms like AgriStack, e-NAM, and geospatial tools for market access, planning, and delivery. 

o Leveraging India’s digital advantage to scale welfare programs. 

Emerging Challenges 

1. Nutrition vs. Calories 

o While hunger has reduced, over 60% of Indians cannot afford a healthy diet. 

o High cost of pulses, fruits, vegetables, and animal products. 

2. Triple Burden of Malnutrition 

o Undernutrition, obesity, and micronutrient deficiencies co-exist, especially among poor households. 

3. Food System Inefficiencies 

o ~13% post-harvest food loss due to weak storage and logistics. 

o Inadequate cold chains and fragmented markets. 

The Way Forward  

1. Agrifood System Transformation 

o Boost production & affordability of nutrient-rich foods. 

o Invest in cold storage, logistics, and digital food supply systems. 

2. Support Women & Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) 

o Encourage climate-resilient crops, cooperative models, and women-led food enterprises. 

3. From Calories to Nutrition 

o Expand dietary diversity in schemes. 

o Promote pulses, millets, fortified foods. 

4. Global Leadership 

o Share India’s experience in digital governance and food security innovations with the Global South. 

o Contribute to achieving SDG-2 (Zero Hunger) by 2030. 

Critical Analysis 

 India has shifted from being a food-deficit nation to a global anchor in food security. 

 Success in digitised PDS is a model for the developing world. 

 However, the nutritional challenge (hidden hunger, obesity) requires systemic agrifood reforms. 

 India’s leadership will be central in shaping the global fight against hunger, both by domestic progress and by 

exporting policy innovations. 

Conclusion 
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India’s progress demonstrates that large-scale hunger reduction is achievable through political will, digital innovation, and 

targeted social protection. Yet, the next step is moving from “feeding people” to “nourishing people”. With five years left 

for the SDGs, the article underscores that the global pathway to Zero Hunger runs through India, making its continued 

leadership vital for both national and global food security. 
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