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Page 01:GS 2 : Indian Polity and Constitution 

The recent Presidential Reference to a five-judge Supreme Court Bench has reignited the debate on the constitutional role of 

Governors and the judiciary’s powers under Articles 200, 201, 142, and 143. The controversy stems from the Tamil Nadu 

Governor’s prolonged inaction on State Bills since 2020, which compelled the Supreme Court to grant “deemed assent” in its 

April 8 judgment. The present hearings highlight the tension between constitutional silence, judicial activism, and the principle 

of separation of powers. 

Key Issues 

1. Governor’s Role under Article 200: 

o Governors can assent, withhold assent, or 

reserve Bills for the President’s 

consideration. 

o The Constitution is silent on time limits, 

leading to political and administrative 

deadlocks. 

2. Judiciary’s Intervention: 

o The SC (April 8, 2024 judgment) imposed a 

three-month deadline and granted deemed 

assent if the Governor/President failed to act. 

o Invoked Article 142 to “do complete justice” in the extraordinary circumstances of Tamil Nadu. 

3. Presidential Reference under Article 143: 

o The President has now sought clarity on whether the SC can impose such timelines and whether this undermines 

executive discretion. 

Arguments in the Debate 

 Attorney General & Union Govt’s View: 

o Governor is not bound by Council of Ministers’ advice in all cases. 

o The Constitution permits discretion where constitutionality of a Bill is in question. 

o SC cannot rewrite the Constitution by introducing deadlines. 

o Article 142 cannot override substantive constitutional provisions. 

 Supreme Court Bench’s Observations: 

o The T.N. case presented “egregious” facts of Bills pending for years without action. 

o Judicial intervention was necessary to protect legislative functioning and prevent constitutional paralysis. 

o The April 8 judgment may not serve as a precedent but was a case-specific corrective step. 

 Underlying Concern: 

o Balance of power between legislature, executive (Governor/President), and judiciary. 

o Avoiding misuse of the Governor’s office for political ends versus judicial overreach. 

 

Constitutional Dimensions 
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 Article 200 & 201→ Governor/President’s powers on State Bills. 

 Article 142→ Court’s extraordinary powers to ensure complete justice. 

 Article 143→ Presidential Reference for advisory opinion of the SC. 

 Basic Structure Doctrine→ Separation of powers must not be violated, yet constitutional functionaries cannot act in a 

vacuum. 

Conclusion 

The Tamil Nadu case illustrates how constitutional silences can be exploited, leading to institutional friction. While judicial 

activism in the form of “deemed assent” addressed an immediate deadlock, it raises concerns of encroachment into the 

legislative-executive domain. Going forward, a structured constitutional amendment or parliamentary law defining time limits for 

Governors/President in dealing with State Bills may offer a balanced solution. The broader challenge lies in ensuring that 

constitutional offices are not politicized while upholding the principle of federal balance and democratic accountability. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Under which Articles of the Indian Constitution does the Governor deal with assent to State Bills? 

(A) Articles 153 and 154 

(B) Articles 200 and 201 

(C) Articles 356 and 357 

(D) Articles 72 and 74 

Ans : B) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: “Judicial activism cannot be a substitute for constitutional reform.” Critically evaluate this statement in light of the 

Supreme Court’s order granting ‘deemed assent’ to State Bills.(250 Words) 
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Page 07: GS 3 : Science and Technology 

One of the deepest unsolved problems in modern physics is reconciling quantum mechanics (which governs the microscopic 

world) with Einstein’s general relativity (which governs gravity and spacetime). While both theories are individually successful, 

they do not form a unified framework. A recent study published in PRX Quantum (July 2025) has proposed an innovative 

experiment using entangled atomic clocks to probe this elusive interface — marking a possible step towards experimental tests 

of quantum gravity. 

Key Issues and Context 

1. The Puzzle of Quantum Gravity 

o General relativity treats gravity as spacetime curvature, while 

quantum theory describes forces as quantized particles. 

o No direct experimental framework has yet probed how 

quantum systems behave under curved spacetime. 

2. New Experimental Proposal 

o Researchers propose a network of three entangled ytterbium 

atomic clocks placed at different elevations. 

o These would measure time dilation effects due to spacetime 

curvature, using quantum entanglement to amplify 

sensitivity. 

o Central feature: use of the W state (a robust form of 

quantum entanglement). 

3. Scientific Significance 

o Could provide the first laboratory probe of spacetime 

curvature with quantum systems. 

o Would test if foundational principles — unitarity, linearity, 

Born rule — hold true under gravity. 

o Deviations may hint at new physics beyond the Standard 

Model. 

4. Challenges 

o Fragility of entangled states makes the experiment difficult. 

o Requires cutting-edge precision in quantum networking and 

timekeeping. 

o Currently at the boundary of experimental feasibility. 

Broader Implications 

 For Physics: Could bridge the gap between relativity and 

quantum theory, providing evidence for or against modifications 

in quantum mechanics under gravity. 

 For Technology: Precision entangled clocks may evolve into tools for detecting dark matter, gravitational waves, or 

anomalies in spacetime. 

 For Science Policy: Shows that fundamental breakthroughs don’t always require massive infrastructure (like particle 

colliders); clever use of quantum technologies can also answer big questions. 
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Conclusion 

The proposal to use entangled atomic clocks as quantum probes of curved spacetime represents a paradigm shift in 

experimental physics. If successful, it would bring humanity closer to unifying two foundational yet incompatible theories. Even 

null results would strengthen confidence in the universality of quantum mechanics. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements about “Entangled Atomic Clocks”: 

1.  They can be used to probe spacetime curvature caused by gravity. 

2. The “W state” entanglement used in such clocks is relatively more robust. 

3.  Such experiments are possible only at astronomical scales. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(A) 1 and 2 only 

(B) 2 and 3 only 

(C) 1 and 3 only 

(D) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: A) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Reconciling quantum mechanics with general relativity remains one of the greatest challenges in modern science. Discuss 

this challenge in the context of the recently proposed experiment using “Entangled Atomic Clocks.” (150 Words) 
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Page : 08 :GS 3 : Agriculture 

M.S. Swaminathan, often hailed as the “Father of the Green Revolution in India”, played a decisive role in achieving food self-

sufficiency during the 1960s when India faced recurring droughts and dependence on PL-480 wheat imports from the U.S. His 

scientific vision, global collaboration, and ability to work with political leadership transformed India from a “ship-to-mouth” 

nation to a food surplus country. As India aspires for Viksit Bharat@2047, Swaminathan’s life and work hold enduring lessons on 

the synergy of science, leadership, and institution-

building. 

Key Lessons from Swaminathan’s Experience 

1. Collaboration & Global Networking in Science 

o Breakthroughs in agriculture emerged not from 

isolated lab work but from cross-border 

collaboration (e.g., accessing Borlaug’s Mexican 

wheat varieties). 

o Lesson: Indian scientists must be globally 

networked and bureaucratic hurdles limiting 

international exchange must be reduced. 

2. Political Support to Scientific Advice 

o Leaders like Lal Bahadur Shastri and Agriculture 

Minister C. Subramaniam directly engaged with 

Swaminathan, bypassing bureaucratic 

indifference. 

o Lesson: Complex technical challenges require 

decision-makers to consult scientists directly, not 

rely solely on generalist bureaucrats. 

3. Decisive Leadership Amid Conflicting Opinions 

o Despite resistance from the Finance Ministry, 

Planning Commission, and ideological critics, 

Shastri and Indira Gandhi backed large-scale seed 

imports. 

o Lesson: Political will and risk-taking are essential for transformative reforms; once a decision is made, it must be 

supported but also independently monitored. 

4. Balancing Productivity with Sustainability 

o While the Green Revolution solved food shortages, it created ecological challenges—water overuse, fertilizer 

dependence, and soil degradation. 

o Lesson: Scientific progress must anticipate long-term sustainability; Swaminathan himself advocated an “Evergreen 

Revolution.” 

5. Strengthening Agricultural Research 

o India once led Asia in agricultural research, but today lags behind China. Funding (0.43% of agri-GDP), institutional 

autonomy, and quality governance remain weak. 

o Lesson: Investment in R&D, merit-based recruitment, and scientist-policy engagement are vital to face new challenges 

like climate change. 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Relevance for India’s Future 

 Climate change will adversely affect crop yields — demanding breakthroughs in climate-resilient agriculture. 

 Food and nutritional security remain core to human development and social stability. 

 As India moves toward self-reliance in critical technologies (aatmanirbharata), Swaminathan’s model shows how 

scientific excellence, policy support, and global partnerships can create lasting impact. 

Conclusion 

M.S. Swaminathan’s legacy goes beyond the Green Revolution; it lies in demonstrating how science, when backed by vision and 

political courage, can change the destiny of a nation. Honouring him today means not only celebrating past achievements but 

also committing to a new scientific revolution — one that ensures food security, sustainability, and climate resilience. As India 

charts its path to Viksit Bharat, Swaminathan’s life remains a guiding beacon on how to combine science, leadership, and 

institutional reform for national transformation. 

 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements regarding the Green Revolution in India: 

1. M.S. Swaminathan is often referred to as the Father of the Green Revolution in India. 

2. The Green Revolution in India initially focused on wheat and rice. 

3. It led to complete elimination of food imports under PL-480 immediately in 1963. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : a) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques :The Green Revolution ensured food self-sufficiency but also created long-term environmental challenges. Critically 

examine the lessons it holds for India’s future agricultural policies in the context of climate change. (150 Words) 
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Page 09 : GS 2 : Social Justice 

Despite ambitious targets under POSHAN Abhiyaan (2018) and “Mission 25 by 2022,” India continues to grapple with 

alarmingly high rates of stunting. As per Poshan Tracker (June 2025), 37% of children under five remain stunted — barely a 1% 

decline since 2016. This stagnation reflects not just a failure of programmes but deep-rooted structural determinants of maternal 

and child health. 

Factors Contributing to Persistent Stunting 

1. Maternal Health and Teenage Pregnancies 

o Nearly half of stunted children are 

already small at birth. 

o Adolescent pregnancies (7% among 

women aged 15–19) worsen risks 

due to biological immaturity 

and inadequate childcare capacity. 

2. Education of Mothers 

o Strong correlation: 46% of children of 

uneducated mothers stunted vs. 

26% with 12+ years of maternal 

schooling. 

o Education delays early pregnancies, 

improves antenatal care and nutrition 

practices. 

3. Poor Infant & Young Child Feeding 

(IYCF) Practices 

o Rise in C-sections (9% in 2005 → 22% 

in 2021) disrupts early breastfeeding. 

o Only 64% of infants under six 

months exclusively breastfed. 

o Structural inequalities: working-class mothers lack maternity leave, reducing feeding frequency. 

4. Dietary Quality & Micronutrient Deficiency 

o Carbohydrate-heavy diets dominate, with limited access to protein-rich foods. 

o Only 11% of children under 2 years meet the Minimum Acceptable Diet standard. 

o Anaemia prevalence: 57% women (15–49 yrs) and 67% children under 5. 

5. Sanitation and Environment 

o 19% households still practice open defecation, contaminating water and food chains. 

o Recurrent infections weaken nutrient absorption → vicious cycle of malnutrition and illness. 

Consequences 

 Cognitive Deficits→ lower learning outcomes, reduced productivity. 

 Economic Costs→ reduced employability, perpetuating intergenerational poverty. 

 Public Health Burden→ higher morbidity and healthcare expenditure. 
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Way Forward 

1. Strengthening POSHAN 2.0 with a focus on dietary diversity (eggs, pulses, micronutrients). 

2. Delaying Early Pregnancies via enforcement of child marriage laws, adolescent health programmes. 

3. Women’s Education & Empowerment as a structural long-term solution. 

4. Maternal Health & Anaemia Reduction – strengthen iron-folic acid supplementation, antenatal care outreach. 

5. Infant and Young Child Feeding Support – extend maternity benefits, regulate unnecessary C-sections, and provide 

breastfeeding support. 

6. WASH (Water, Sanitation, Hygiene) Interventions – sustained focus on safe water and elimination of open 

defecation. 

Conclusion 

India’s stunting crisis is not merely a nutritional shortfall but a multi-dimensional deprivation rooted in maternal health, 

social inequities, and sanitation gaps. Tackling it requires a life-cycle approach — investing in girls’ education, delaying 

marriage, ensuring maternal nutrition, and improving sanitation. Without addressing these systemic determinants, India risks 

perpetuating a cycle of poor health, low productivity, and intergenerational poverty despite well-meaning programmes. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Despite several nutrition programmes like POSHAN Abhiyaan, India has witnessed only marginal progress in reducing 

child stunting. Examine the major factors behind this persistence and suggest a way forward.(150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 09 : GS 2 : International Relation 

As India and China mark 75 years of diplomatic relations (2025), recent developments — resumption of the Kailash 

Manasarovar Yatra, ministerial visits, and high-level meetings — signal a tentative thaw. Yet, bilateral engagement continues to 

be defined by strategic ambiguity, border tensions, and cautious diplomacy. The article invokes the Nalanda tradition of 

intellectual and cultural exchanges to argue for a deeper, more confident framework of cooperation. 

Civilisational Connect 

 Historical Exchanges: Ancient links through 

monks like Xuanzang, Faxian, Yijing, who 

studied at Nalanda, highlight centuries of 

knowledge-sharing. 

 Nalanda as Symbol: Represents intellectual 

diplomacy, peaceful dialogue, and “Aa no bhadra 

kratavo yantu viśvata” — openness to ideas. 

 Philosophical Roots: Shared traditions of 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (India) and 

harmonious coexistence (China) historically 

bound the two societies. 

Contemporary Challenges 

1. Border Issues: Recurring 

confrontations (e.g., Galwan 2020) create 

mistrust. 

2. Trade & Economy: Despite $136 billion trade 

(2024), imbalances persist, with limited 

diversification of cooperation. 

3. Restricted Exchanges: Academic 

collaborations, people-to-people ties, and policy 

dialogues face bureaucratic hurdles. 

4. Geopolitics: India’s Indo-Pacific 

engagement, Quad membership, and China’s 

assertiveness in South Asia constrain trust. 

5. Perception Gap: India sees China through a security lens, while China often dismisses Indian concerns as regional 

balancing. 

Opportunities for Engagement 

 Mutual Learning: 

o India → China: lessons in food security, local infrastructure, grassroots entrepreneurship. 

o China → India: democratic decentralisation, civil society engagement, digital public goods. 

 Thematic Cooperation: Climate change, public health, AI & technology governance, and cultural heritage preservation. 
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 Academic Diplomacy: Strengthening China studies in India, easing student & scholar exchanges, and fostering think-

tank collaborations. 

The Nalanda Approach 

 Disagreement ≠ Disengagement: Even with border and trade disputes, channels of dialogue must remain open. 

 Soft Power & Intellectual Diplomacy: Investment in culture, research, and education as quiet but impactful forms of 

engagement. 

 Values for Engagement: Curiosity (learning without fear), Dialogue (without suspicion), and Clarity (without 

aggression). 

Conclusion 

India–China relations are shaped by both strategic competition and civilisational connectedness. The Nalanda legacy reminds 

us that ideas and dialogue can bridge divides where politics fails. For India, breaking down the “Chinese wall” requires 

moving beyond paranoia to pursue principled yet pragmatic engagement — firm on sovereignty but open in knowledge and 

culture. This balanced approach could stabilise ties and create space for cooperation even amidst rivalry. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: India–China relations appear trapped between conflict and cooperation. In this context, discuss how cultural and 

intellectual diplomacy can provide a framework for sustained engagement. (150 Words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

In May 2025, the Ministry of Finance released the draft Climate Finance Taxonomy — a tool to guide climate-aligned 

investments, curb greenwashing, and provide clarity on which sectors, technologies, and practices support mitigation, 

adaptation, or transition. By calling itself a “living framework”, it underscores adaptability. Its credibility, however, will depend 

on how effectively it institutionalises review, coherence, and accountability. 

GS. Paper 03Indian Economy 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:India’s draft Climate Finance Taxonomy has been described as a “living 

framework” to guide climate-aligned investments and curb greenwashing. Critically examine the need, review 

mechanism, and challenges of institutionalising accountability in this framework. Suggest measures to enhance 

its effectiveness. (150 words)  
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Why a Climate Taxonomy is Needed 

 Global alignment: Helps India harmonise with international climate finance standards. 

 Investor clarity: Identifies which investments truly qualify as green. 

 Curbing greenwashing: Prevents companies from mislabeling projects as climate-friendly. 

 Policy integration: Links with carbon credit markets, SEBI norms, and green bonds. 

 Net-zero pathway: Ensures MSMEs, agriculture, and vulnerable sectors are not left behind. 

Review Architecture 

 Annual Review: 

o To address implementation gaps and adapt to new policies. 

o Must include public consultation, clear documentation, and fixed timelines. 

 Five-Year Review: 

o Deeper, structural reassessment aligned with: 

 India’s updated NDCs (Nationally Determined Contributions). 

 Global stocktake under UNFCCC. 

o Focus on carbon market shifts and lessons from sectoral transitions. 

Key Substantive Aspects 

1. Legal Coherence: 

o Alignment with Energy Conservation Act, SEBI regulations, Carbon Credit Trading Scheme. 

o Removal of overlaps and redundancies. 

o Integration with fiscal measures (green bonds, blended finance, ESG disclosures). 

2. Content Clarity: 

o Accessible definitions and simplified compliance for MSMEs and informal sector. 

o Updating emission thresholds and energy efficiency benchmarks with empirical data. 

o Ensuring readability for both experts and non-experts. 

Institutionalising Accountability 

 Expert Committee: Within the Department of Economic Affairs with regulators, climate scientists, legal experts, civil 

society. 

 Public Dashboards: To collect inputs, share implementation experiences, and publish reports. 

 Transparency: Annual summaries and five-year revisions must be public. 

 Investor Confidence: Coordination with carbon market, disclosure norms, and green bonds. 

Significance 

 Coincides with: 

o Rollout of Carbon Credit Trading Scheme. 

o Rising use of green bonds in stock markets. 

o Global pressure to align public investment with long-term climate goals. 

 A weak or opaque taxonomy risks undermining investor trust and India’s climate credibility. 
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Conclusion 

India’s Climate Taxonomy is a pioneering governance tool that can position India as a leader in sustainable finance. However, 

its promise as a “living framework” will only be realised if reviews are timely, participation is broad, and accountability is 

institutionalised. By ensuring legal clarity, accessibility, and transparency, the taxonomy can mobilise climate finance at scale 

while safeguarding against greenwashing — a crucial step in India’s net-zero journey. 
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