
                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Edition: InternationalTable of Contents 
Page 01 

Syllabus : GS 2 : Indian Polity 

Should SC sit idly as Governors 

block Bills: CJI 

Page 01 

Syllabus : GS 3 : Indian Economy 

Simplified two-rate GST structure 

gets GoM’s nod, awaits Council’s 

approval 

Page 05 

Syllabus : GS 3 : Science and 

Technology 

‘Silence will only embolden the 

bully’ 

Page 08 

Syllabus : GS 2 : Indian Polity 

Poll integrity and self-sabotage, 

parties and the ECI 

Page 14 

Syllabus : GS 2 : International 

Relations 

China, Pakistan Foreign Ministers 

agree to launch new economic 

corridor projects 

Page 08 : Editorial Analysis 

Syllabus : GS 2 : Indian Polity 

Justice is not about ‘teaching 

someone a lesson’ 

 

 

 

 

The Hindu Important News Articles & Editorial For UPSC 

CSE 

Friday, 22 Aug, 2025 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 01:GS 2 : Indian Polity 

The Supreme Court, led by Chief Justice B.R. Gavai, recently raised concerns about Governors withholding assent to Bills passed 

by State legislatures for years, as in the case of Tamil Nadu where certain Bills remained pending for almost four years. The issue 

has triggered a constitutional debate on the limits of gubernatorial discretion, the scope of judicial review, and the principle of 

separation of powers. 

Constitutional Background 

 Article 200: A Governor 

can (i) give assent, (ii) withhold 

assent, (iii) return the Bill (except 

Money Bill) for 

reconsideration, or (iv) reserve it 

for the President’s 

consideration. 

 No explicit time limit is 

prescribed in the Constitution 

for these actions. 

 Article 201: Bills reserved for 

the President may remain 

pending indefinitely. 

 Basic Structure doctrine: 

Ensures judicial review 

cannot be curtailed (KesavanandaBharati case, 1973). 

The Issue at Hand 

 CJI’s concern: Governors’ inaction paralyses legislatures and undermines the people’s mandate. 

 Union’s stance (Solicitor General): The court is overstepping into the legislative and executive domain by prescribing 

time limits; such issues should be resolved politically. 

 Judicial dilemma: Whether to respect the doctrine of separation of powers or intervene to prevent democratic 

deadlock. 

Arguments in Favour of Judicial Intervention 

1. Democratic accountability: Governors are unelected and not directly accountable to the people; prolonged inaction 

subverts democracy. 

2. Judicial review as safeguard: Courts are guardians of the Constitution and must check arbitrary exercise (or non-

exercise) of power. 

3. Basic structure: Denial of judicial review would weaken constitutional balance. 

4. Comparative practice: In countries like the UK and Canada, constitutional conventions ensure timely action on 

legislative measures. 

Arguments Against Judicial Overreach 
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1. Separation of powers: Judiciary prescribing timelines for Governors may encroach into legislative–executive domain. 

2. Political remedies exist: State governments can politically mobilize or seek Union intervention. 

3. Flexibility in governance: Governors may require time for wider consultations or constitutional considerations. 

4. Precedent of restraint: In NJAC judgment, SC emphasized that organs must respect each other’s domains. 

Implications for Indian Federalism 

 Centre–State relations: Allegations of Governors acting as “agents of the Centre” erode cooperative federalism. 

 Legislative paralysis: Withholding assent indefinitely creates a “constitutional black hole” where the will of the 

legislature is nullified. 

 Judicial activism vs restraint: The ongoing debate reflects the thin line between protecting democracy and judicial 

overreach. 

Way Forward 

1. Constitutional clarity: An amendment or law could specify a reasonable time frame for Governors to act. 

2. Codifying conventions: Parliamentary guidelines may prevent arbitrary delays. 

3. Strengthening cooperative federalism: Governor’s office must act as a bridge, not a bottleneck. 

4. Judicial balance: Courts should uphold constitutional morality without prescribing rigid deadlines that disrupt 

separation of powers. 

Conclusion 

The ongoing Supreme Court deliberations highlight the tension between judicial review and separation of powers in India’s 

federal democracy. While judicial restraint is vital, indefinite withholding of Bills by Governors undermines representative 

democracy and the people’s mandate. A balanced approach—where conventions, political accountability, and limited judicial 

oversight coexist—appears to be the most sustainable path for strengthening Indian federalism. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Withholding of assent to Bills by Governors raises serious questions of democratic accountability and federal balance in 

India.” Critically examine in the light of recent Supreme Court observations. (250 Words) 
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Page 01:GS 3 : Indian Economy 

The Group of Ministers (GoM) on GST rate rationalisation has endorsed the Centre’s proposal to simplify the existing GST rate 

structure into two slabs – 5% and 18%, eliminating the current 12% and 28% rates. The recommendation now awaits approval 

from the GST Council. If implemented, this reform could mark a significant step towards a more streamlined indirect tax regime 

in India. 

Background 

 Current GST Structure: 5%, 12%, 18%, and 28% slabs + compensation 

cess. 

 Proposal: 

o Merge 12% items into 5%. 

o Move 90% of 28% items into 18%. 

o Retain a higher 40% slab for a few luxury/sin goods (without 

compensation cess). 

 Rationale: Simplification, ease of compliance, and boosting 

consumption. 

Potential Benefits 

1. Simplification & Transparency: Easier compliance for businesses, 

especially MSMEs. 

2. Consumer Relief: Many household items shifting from 12% → 5% 

slab will reduce costs. 

3. Boost to Consumption: Supports India’s consumption- driven growth 

model amid global slowdown. 

4. Ease of Doing Business: Fewer disputes over classification 

between 12% and 18% slabs. 

5. Taxpayer Morale: Clearer structure enhances voluntary compliance. 

Concerns & Challenges 

1. Revenue Loss for States: Lowering rates risks revenue shortfalls, 

raising demand for compensation mechanisms. 

2. Inflationary Risks: Some 28% items moving to 18% may reduce revenue; if 5% base widens too much, fiscal balance 

may be hit. 

3. Federal Tensions: States wary of reduced fiscal autonomy and dependence on the Centre for compensation. 

4. Equity Concerns: Luxury/sin goods at 40% may face evasion and black-market risks. 

5. Transition Costs: Businesses and GSTN systems will need adjustments. 

Implications 

 For Households: Tangible relief in consumption expenditure, aiding middle-class affordability. 

 For MSMEs: Lower costs improve competitiveness and compliance ease. 
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 For Centre–State Relations: Likely revival of debate on GST compensation, especially post-2022 when the statutory 5-

year compensation period ended. 

 For Economy: Signals government’s confidence in domestic demand as the growth driver. 

Way Forward 

1. Revenue Neutrality: Careful calibration to balance consumer relief with fiscal stability. 

2. Compensation Mechanism: Revisit Centre–State revenue-sharing arrangements. 

3. Gradual Implementation: Phased shift may help States adjust. 

4. Strengthening GSTN: Ensure robust IT systems for compliance under new structure. 

5. Stakeholder Consultation: Broader discussion in GST Council before final rollout. 

Conclusion 

The proposed two-rate GST structure represents a bold reform aimed at simplifying India’s indirect tax regime, boosting 

consumption, and enhancing ease of compliance. While its potential for household and MSME relief is significant, concerns 

regarding State revenues, fiscal balance, and federal consensus must be addressed. A carefully calibrated approach, with 

safeguards for States and a phased transition, will be crucial to making this reform both economically viable and politically 

acceptable. 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to the proposed GST reform in 2025, consider the following statements: 

1. The proposal seeks to retain only the 5% and 18% GST slabs, eliminating the 12% and 28% slabs. 

2. All items in the 28% slab will be shifted to the 18% slab. 

3. A new 40% slab has been proposed for certain luxury and sin goods. 

4. Compensation cess on items currently in the 28% slab will continue under the new structure. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(A) 1 and 3 only 

(B) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(C) 2 and 4 only 

(D) 1, 3 and 4 only  

Ans: (A)   
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UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: The proposed two-rate GST structure seeks to simplify India’s indirect tax system but raises concerns over revenue 

neutrality and federal balance.” Discuss. (150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page : 04 :GS 2 : International relations 

Chinese Ambassador Xu Feihong’s recent remarks in New Delhi ahead of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit 

signal Beijing’s attempt to reset ties with India after years of border tensions. By criticizing U.S. tariff measures and pledging to 

“stand firmly” with India at the WTO, China is projecting itself as a partner in defending multilateralism while simultaneously 

seeking to mend strained bilateral relations. 

Key Highlights of the Statement 

1. Criticism of U.S. Tariffs: 

o Ambassador Xu condemned 

Washington’s 50% tariff on Indian 

goods and labeled the U.S. a “bully.” 

o He argued that silence would only 

embolden unilateralism, positioning 

China as India’s ally on trade issues. 

2. Pitch for India–China Rapprochement: 

o Cited the Modi–Xi meeting (Kazan, 

2024) as a turning point. 

o Mentioned progress in visa 

facilitation, reopening of Kailash–

ManasarovarYatra, and trade growth ($75 billion in 2025, up 10%). 

3. Border Management: 

o Referred to the 10-point consensus between NSA AjitDoval and Wang Yi for better management of border disputes. 

4. On Terrorism and Pakistan: 

o Framed terrorism as a shared challenge for India, China, and Pakistan—an approach unlikely to align with India’s 

perception of Pakistan’s role. 

Strategic Implications 

1. India–China Relations 

o The statement indicates Beijing’s recognition that continued hostility undermines its regional standing. 

o Trade interdependence is being highlighted as a bridge, though core issues like LAC stand-off remain 

unresolved. 

2. India–U.S.–China Triangle 

o By siding with India against U.S. tariffs, China seeks to weaken the growing India–U.S. strategic partnership. 

o New Delhi, however, may view this as tactical rhetoric, given China’s simultaneous deep ties with Pakistan. 

3. Multilateralism vs Unilateralism 

o China is positioning itself as a defender of WTO-led trade norms, contrasting itself against U.S. protectionism. 

o This narrative will likely shape the SCO Summit’s discourse, projecting an anti-U.S. undertone. 

4. Regional Stability 

o While pitching cooperation, China avoids acknowledging its own assertiveness at the LAC. 

o Linking India–China cooperation with Pakistan’s role against terrorism may dilute India’s concerns. 

Way Forward for India 
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 Strategic Caution: India should welcome multilateral support at WTO but remain wary of Beijing’s tactical diplomacy. 

 Leverage Trade but Guard Security: Expanding trade ties should not overshadow unresolved border disputes. 

 Diversify Partnerships: Deepen economic and strategic engagement with the U.S. and other partners to balance 

Chinese overtures. 

 Push for Border Resolution: Tie progress in bilateral relations directly to tangible de-escalation at the LAC. 

Conclusion 

China’s outreach to India against U.S. tariffs reflects both opportunism and recognition of India’s growing economic weight. 

While the promise of trade cooperation and multilateral alignment at WTO may appear attractive, India must balance such offers 

against the realities of border tensions and China–Pakistan ties. Ultimately, New Delhi’s engagement with Beijing will remain 

conditional on progress in restoring trust at the LAC, even as both nations navigate shifting global alignments. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques :China’s recent pitch for closer ties with India, while opposing U.S. tariff measures, reflects both opportunity and caution 

for New Delhi.  Critically examine in the context of India–China relations and shifting global geopolitics. (150 Words) 
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Page 08 :GS 2 : Indian Polity 

Clean electoral rolls form the backbone of free and fair elections. However, recurring irregularities—duplicate entries, ghost 

voters, and ineligible names—have raised serious questions about the credibility of India’s electoral process. While much blame 

falls on the Election Commission of India (ECI), political parties too share responsibility, given their weakening presence at the 

grassroots and neglect of institutional mechanisms designed for electoral scrutiny. 

ECI: From Credibility to Crisis 

 Era of Reform (1990s): Under T.N. Seshan, 

the ECI transformed into a proactive, 

independent body curbing malpractices 

and building credibility through EPIC, 

expenditure monitoring, and enforcement 

of the Model Code of Conduct. 

 Erosion of Trust: In recent years, 

opacity, delayed responses to 

discrepancies, and perceived bias have 

raised doubts about the ECI’s neutrality 

and effectiveness. 

Political Parties and Self-Sabotage 

1. Shift from Ground to Digital 

o Traditional canvassing via door-to-

door contact and street meetings 

has been replaced by digital 

outreach, AI-driven campaigns, 

and professional consultants. 

o This has hollowed out local party 

units, once critical for keeping 

voter lists clean and engaging with citizens. 

2. Weak Role in Electoral Rolls 

o ECI’s system depends on Booth Level Agents (BLAs) from parties to scrutinize rolls, point out errors, and 

ensure fairness. 

o However, many parties neglect this responsibility—either due to over-centralisation of campaigns or 

overreliance on technology. 

3. Institutional Capture and Neglect 

o Reports (e.g., Mahadevapura constituency in Karnataka) suggest both manipulation of rolls and party 

indifference. 

o This raises doubts whether BLAs collude, remain passive, or lack capacity, undermining the system of checks and 

balances. 

Democratic Implications 
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 Erosion of Trust: Inaccurate rolls undermine citizens’ faith in democracy. 

 Weak Local Organisations: Just as weak Congress units after Independence subverted land reforms, weak party 

structures today risk subverting electoral integrity. 

 Unfair Electoral Arena: If both the ECI and parties abdicate responsibility, electoral competition itself may become 

distorted. 

Opportunities for Revival 

 Parties must reinvest in grassroots organisations, empowering BLAs to actively safeguard voter rolls. 

 ECI should enhance transparency, enabling easier public scrutiny instead of restricting access. 

 Civil society and media must act as watchdogs, keeping pressure on both parties and the Commission. 

 Institutional reforms such as independent voter list audits may strengthen accountability. 

Conclusion 

The health of Indian democracy depends not just on strong institutions but also on vigilant political actors. While the ECI must 

restore its credibility through transparency and neutrality, political parties must look beyond short-term electoral gains and 

rebuild their local organisational capacity. Electoral rolls may appear mundane, but their integrity decides whether citizens 

trust the system itself. Without this, parties risk not just electoral setbacks but the very erosion of India’s democratic promise. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Electoral integrity depends not only on strong institutions like the Election Commission of India (ECI) but also on the 

active role of political parties at the grassroots. In light of recurring irregularities in electoral rolls, critically examine the role of 

both the ECI and political parties in safeguarding free and fair elections. (150 Words) 
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Page 14 :GS 2 : International Relations 

China and Pakistan have agreed to launch new projects under the China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a flagship 

programme of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The announcement, following the meeting of Foreign Ministers Wang Yi and 

Ishaq Dar in Islamabad, highlights Beijing’s sustained commitment to Pakistan despite economic challenges and security 

concerns. 

Background 

 CPEC: Connects Xinjiang (China) 

with Gwadar Port (Pakistan) on the 

Arabian Sea. 

 Investment worth $60+ billion has 

been made in power plants, roads, 

and infrastructure. 

 Pakistan faces recurring economic 

crises, making Chinese support 

critical. 

 CPEC is part of China’s broader BRI 

strategy to expand connectivity and 

influence across Asia, Africa, and 

beyond. 

Strategic Implications 

1. For Pakistan 

o Economic lifeline: FDI, infrastructure development, and energy projects. 

o Political leverage: Deepening ties with China amidst strained relations with the West. 

o Security challenge: Rising attacks on Chinese nationals by Baloch separatists and insurgents. 

2. For China 

o Strategic access to the Arabian Sea and West Asia via Gwadar. 

o Energy security: Alternative route bypassing the Strait of Malacca. 

o Expansion of influence in South Asia as part of BRI. 

o Concerns over security of workers and projects in unstable regions. 

3. Regional Context 

o India’s concerns: CPEC passes through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), infringing on India’s sovereignty. 

o Afghanistan factor: Wang and Dar also met Taliban leaders, signalling possible integration of Afghanistan into 

CPEC. 

o Geopolitical competition: CPEC viewed by the U.S. and its allies as China’s attempt to expand its sphere of 

influence. 

Challenges 

 Security Risks: Attacks on Chinese nationals in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

 Debt Dependency: Pakistan’s growing reliance on Chinese loans amid IMF negotiations. 
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 Local Discontent: Perceptions of unequal benefits fueling protests in Gwadar and elsewhere. 

 Geopolitical Tensions: India’s opposition and U.S. scepticism of BRI projects. 

Conclusion 

The renewed push for CPEC expansion underscores the enduring strategic partnership between China and Pakistan, blending 

infrastructure development with geopolitical ambition. However, security risks, debt vulnerabilities, and regional opposition pose 

major hurdles. For India, CPEC remains both a sovereignty challenge and a strategic reminder of China’s deepening footprint 

in South Asia. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: The expansion of the China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) reflects both opportunities and challenges for regional 

connectivity. Critically analyse with reference to India’s concerns.(150 Words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

Custodial deaths remain a persistent challenge in India’s criminal justice system, disproportionately affecting Dalits, Adivasis, and 

the poor. A recent Chhattisgarh High Court judgment, which observed that police officers intended “to teach a lesson” to a 

victim, highlights a deeper concern: the normalization of state violence and the subtle reinforcement of authoritarian attitudes 

through judicial language. This raises fundamental questions about the rule of law, proportionality, and the constitutional 

mandate to uphold human dignity. 

GS. Paper 02Indian Polity 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Custodial violence in India reflects both systemic institutional failures and social 

inequalities. Critically examine how judicial reasoning, political accountability, and structural safeguards can 

prevent custodial deaths and uphold constitutional rights.(150 words)  
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Key Issues 

1. Judicial Framing of Violence 

o The High Court reduced convictions from murder to culpable homicide, citing lack of intent. 

o By suggesting officers aimed to “teach a lesson,” the Court risked legitimizing custodial violence as a form of 

discipline, undermining the deterrent purpose of legal punishment. 

2. Caste-Coded Violence 

o The victim’s identity as a Dalit highlights systemic inequalities in law enforcement. 

o Courts often demand explicit evidence of caste motivation under the SC/ST Act, ignoring structural power 

dynamics that perpetuate abuse. 

3. Persistent Custodial Abuses 

o Despite Supreme Court guidelines in cases such as DK Basu v. State of West Bengal, deaths in custody remain 

high. 

o Investigations are often conducted by implicated agencies, weakening accountability. 

4. Institutional and Structural Concerns 

o Police are constitutional functionaries, not instruments of private correction. 

o Judicial tolerance of “teaching a lesson” reasoning blurs the line between enforcement and authoritarianism. 

Implications 

 Rule of Law: Accepting extra-legal rationales for violence erodes public trust in justice. 

 Human Rights: Custodial torture violates the right to life and dignity under Articles 21 and 14. 

 Judicial Responsibility: Language shapes societal norms; courts must reinforce accountability and uphold constitutional 

values. 

Way Forward 

1. Robust Enforcement of SC/ST Act: Structural violence against marginalized communities must trigger strict legal 

action. 

2. Independent Oversight: Strengthen mechanisms for investigating custodial deaths outside police influence. 

3. Judicial Prudence: Courts should reject moral justifications for violence and reinforce the principle of proportionality in 

punishment. 

4. Preventive Measures: Procedural safeguards such as mandatory medical checks, CCTV in custody, and timely reporting 

must be enforced. 

Conclusion 

Custodial violence cannot be rationalized as corrective or deterrent. Judicial statements implying “teaching a lesson” risk 

normalizing authoritarian instincts, undermining constitutional protections, and perpetuating systemic oppression. Upholding 

justice in India requires both accountability for individual acts of violence and structural reforms to safeguard human 

dignity, equality, and the rule of law. 
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