
                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Edition: InternationalTable of Contents 
Page 04 

Syllabus : GS 2 : International 

Relations 

India, China plan to resume trade 

via Shipki-La in Himachal 

Page 04 

Syllabus : GS 3 : Science and 

technology 

DRDO successfully conducts 

maiden tests of indigenous 

integrated air defence system 

Page 04 

Syllabus : GS 2 : International 

Relations 

Nepal joins India-led initiative to 

protect 7 species of big cats 

Page 07 

Syllabus : GS 3 : Environment  

Is India underestimating the cost of 

dealing with invasive species? 

Page 13 

Syllabus : GS 3 : Indian Economy 

Bills to steer voyage to ‘AmritKaal’ 

Page 08 : Editorial Analysis 

Syllabus : GS 2 : Indian Polity 

The new Constitution Bill, the 

need for a balancing act 

 

 

 

 

The Hindu Important News Articles & Editorial For UPSC 

CSE 

Monday, 25 Aug, 2025 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 04:GS 2 : International Relations 

India and China are exploring the resumption of border trade through Shipki-La in Himachal Pradesh’s Kinnaur district, which 

has remained suspended since 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This development comes after Chinese Foreign Minister 

Wang Yi’s recent visit to India, during which Beijing agreed in principle to India’s proposal. The issue holds significance not just 

for bilateral trade, but also for strategic, cultural, and people-to-people ties, especially in the Himalayan border regions. 

Key Highlights of the News 

 Historic Route:Shipki-La is one of the three designated Indo- China 

trade points, alongside Lipulekh (Uttarakhand) and Nathu La (Sikkim). 

 Suspension in 2020: Trade was halted following the pandemic and 

broader geopolitical tensions. 

 Revival Efforts: Himachal CM Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu pushed for 

reopening; Union Government formally raised the issue with China. 

 China’s Positive Response: China has agreed in principle to resume 

trade via Shipki-La. 

 Kailash MansarovarYatra: Discussions are also underway to allow Shipki-La 

as an additional pilgrimage route, supplementing Lipulekh and Nathu La. 

 Next Steps: The matter will be taken up with the Union 

Commerce Ministry to complete procedural formalities. 

Significance 

1. Economic & Local Livelihoods 

o Boosts traditional cross-border trade for Himachal’s tribal 

communities. 

o Provides market access for local produce (apples, dry fruits, 

wool). 

o Generates revenue and livelihood opportunities in border 

districts. 

2. Cultural & Religious Importance 

o Facilitates Kailash MansarovarYatra, an important 

pilgrimage for Hindus and Buddhists. 

o Revives centuries-old Indo-Tibetan trade and cultural links. 

3. Strategic & Diplomatic Angle 

o Resumption indicates a thaw in strained ties post-2020 Galwan 

clashes. 

o Acts as a confidence-building measure (CBM) between India and 

China. 

o Balances trade interests with security considerations in sensitive border areas. 

Challenges 

 Security Concerns: Proximity to sensitive border areas in Himachal, given India-China tensions. 
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 Infrastructure Gaps: Need for better road connectivity, customs, and trade facilities at Shipki-La. 

 Dependence on China: India’s cautious approach due to trade imbalance and geopolitical rivalry. 

Conclusion 

The possible resumption of trade through Shipki-La marks an important step in reviving historic Indo-Tibetan ties, boosting local 

economies, and improving pilgrimage access. However, while the move signals a diplomatic opening, it must be pursued 

cautiously against the backdrop of lingering border disputes and strategic rivalry with China. For UPSC, this development reflects 

the intersection of foreign policy, border management, local economy, and cultural diplomacy. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following are officially designated border trade routes between India and China? 

1. Shipki-La 

2. Lipulekh 

3. Nathu La 

4. Bomdila 

Choose the correct answer: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans : (a) 
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Page 03:GS 2 : International Relations 

India has taken another significant step towards self-reliance in defence technology. The Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) has successfully conducted maiden flight tests of the Integrated Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS) 

off the coast of Odisha. This achievement strengthens India’s multi-layered air defence capability and reflects the progress 

under Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence sector. 

Key Features of IADWS 

 Multi-layered Air Defence: 

o Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air 

Missiles (QRSAM) – medium range, 

for high-speed targets. 

o Advanced Very Short Range Air 

Defence System (VSHORADS) – 

short-range for low-altitude aerial 

threats. 

o Directed Energy Weapon (DEW) – 

high-power laser-based system for 

neutralizing drones and UAVs. 

 Command & Control: 

o Centralised system developed by 

DRDO for integrated operations. 

o Enables real-time coordination 

between missile systems, radars, and detection platforms. 

 Test Details: 

o Conducted at Integrated Test Range (ITR), Chandipur (Odisha). 

o Engaged and destroyed three different targets (two high-speed UAVs + one multi-copter drone). 

o Confirmed effectiveness against varied altitudes and ranges. 

Significance 

1. Strategic & Defence Readiness 

o Provides area defence against enemy aircraft, drones, UAVs, and precision weapons. 

o Enhances protection of critical infrastructure and military bases. 

2. Indigenisation &Atmanirbhar Bharat 

o Developed indigenously by DRDO with participation of Indian industry. 

o Reduces dependence on imported missile defence systems. 

3. Technological Advancement 

o Successful integration of conventional missile defence + laser-based weapons. 

o Demonstrates India’s progress in Directed Energy Weapons (DEWs) – futuristic technology. 

4. Operational Utility 

o Can be deployed in border regions and sensitive installations. 

o Addresses the emerging drone warfare threat as seen in recent conflicts (e.g., Russia-Ukraine, Armenia-

Azerbaijan). 
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Challenges 

 Need for scaling up production for armed forces deployment. 

 Continuous upgradation against evolving aerial threats (stealth drones, hypersonic weapons). 

 Integration with existing air defence systems like Akash, S-400, and upcoming indigenous BMD. 

Conclusion 

The successful testing of the Integrated Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS) marks a milestone in India’s quest for a 

robust, indigenous, and futuristic air defence shield. With layered protection combining missiles and laser-based DEWs, 

India now moves closer to building a self-reliant and technologically advanced defence ecosystem. For UPSC, it exemplifies 

themes of science & technology, defence indigenisation, and national security preparedness. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following weapons that are part of India’s Integrated Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS): 

1. Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missiles (QRSAM) 

2. Advanced Very Short Range Air Defence System (VSHORADS) 

3. High-power laser-based Directed Energy Weapon (DEW) 

4. Prithvi Missile 

Which of the above are included in the IADWS? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Ans: (a)   
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Page : 04 :GS 2 : International relations 

On 24 August 2025, Nepal officially became a member of the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) by signing the Framework 

Agreement. The alliance, launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in April 2023 at Mysuru, Karnataka, seeks to conserve seven 

big cat species worldwide. Nepal’s inclusion is significant as it hosts tigers, snow leopards, and common leopards, making it a 

crucial range country in South Asia for big cat conservation. 

About the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) 

 Launched: April 9, 2023, Mysuru, Karnataka (during 50 years of Project 

Tiger celebration). 

 Species Covered: 

1. Tiger 

2. Lion 

3. Leopard 

4. Snow Leopard 

5. Cheetah 

6. Jaguar 

7. Puma 

 Membership: Open to all 90+ big cat range countries, and even non-

range countries interested in conservation. 

 Purpose: 

o Promote conservation through research, technology, capacity 

building, and funding. 

o Create a global knowledge-sharing platform on big cat ecology 

and threats. 

o Mobilise resources for transboundary conservation. 

Significance of Nepal Joining IBCA 

1. Ecological Importance 

o Nepal is home to three big cats: Tiger (Terai plains), Snow Leopard (Himalayan ranges), and Common Leopard 

(mid-hills). 

o Strengthens transboundary conservation with India, especially in the Terai Arc Landscape (shared tiger habitats). 

2. Regional Cooperation 

o Boosts India-Nepal collaboration in biodiversity protection. 

o Enhances South Asian leadership in global conservation diplomacy. 

3. Global Conservation Impact 

o Adds credibility and momentum to IBCA’s objectives. 

o Helps in pooling international expertise and funding for joint projects. 

India’s Role 

 Experience in Conservation: 

o Project Tiger (1973) – successful model, expanded tiger numbers. 
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o Conservation of Asiatic lion (Gir, Gujarat). 

o Snow Leopard conservation under SECURE Himalaya project. 

o Cheetah reintroduction project (Kuno, Madhya Pradesh). 

 Leadership: India is positioning itself as a global conservation leader, extending its domestic experience to an 

international scale. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Poaching and Illegal Wildlife Trade (especially tiger skins, leopard pelts, and bones). 

 Habitat Fragmentation due to infrastructure expansion. 

 Human–Wildlife Conflict in buffer zones. 

 Climate Change impacting snow leopard habitats. 

Conclusion 

Nepal’s entry into the International Big Cat Alliance marks a milestone in regional and global biodiversity governance. It 

strengthens the collective resolve to conserve iconic species that are not only ecologically significant but also deeply linked to 

cultural heritage. With India leading IBCA, and countries like Nepal joining, the initiative is poised to become a model for 

transboundary wildlife cooperation and a step towards ensuring ecological security in the Anthropocene. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques :Consider the following statements regarding the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA): 

1. It was launched in 2023 at Kathmandu during the Global Tiger Summit. 

2. It aims to conserve seven species of big cats, including tiger, lion, cheetah and jaguar. 

3. Membership is restricted only to big cat range countries. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans : b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques :The International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) reflects India’s evolving role as a global leader in biodiversity conservation. 

Discuss the significance of IBCA in the context of regional cooperation, ecological security, and India’s conservation 

diplomacy.(250 Words) 
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Page 07 :GS 3 : Environment 

A new study published in Nature Ecology & Evolution has revealed that non-native invasive species have caused economic 

damage worth more than $2.2 trillion globally (1960–2022), with plants being the most economically impactful group. For India, 

the findings highlight a massive underreporting of management costs, with a recorded discrepancy of 1.16 billion percent — the 

highest among all assessed countries. This raises serious questions about India’s ability to assess, document, and respond to the 

growing ecological and economic threat posed by invasive alien species (IAS). 

The Issue at Hand 

 Global Findings: 

o Plants ($926 bn), Arthropods ($830 bn), 

Mammals ($263 bn) are the top invasive 

groups. 

o Europe reported the highest overall costs 

($1.5 trillion). 

o Management costs globally are 16x 

underestimated compared to earlier 

estimates. 

 India-Specific Concern: 

o India’s cost reporting gap is the largest 

globally, suggesting huge hidden expenses. 

o Management expenditures are either 

undocumented or scattered across 

agencies, without centralised reporting. 

o Example: Lantana camara dominates 

Bandipur National Park, altering fire 

regimes and biodiversity, but its control 

costs are not systematically tracked. 

Why the Underestimation in India? 

1. Weak Data Systems – No centralised 

mechanism for cost tracking and impact 

assessment. 

2. Fragmented Institutional Roles – Overlap between MoEFCC, state forest departments, agriculture ministries, and 

biodiversity boards. 

3. Language and Documentation Bias – Local reports in Indian languages may not enter global databases like InvaCost. 

4. Competing Conservation Priorities – Flagship species protection (tiger, elephant) often sidelines IAS management. 

5. Limited Funding – IAS control often treated as ad-hoc project-based activity, not integrated into long-term planning. 

Impacts of Invasive Alien Species in India 

 Ecological: 

o Lantana, Parthenium, Prosopisjuliflora outcompete native flora. 

o Affect fire cycles, soil health, pollination patterns, and wildlife movement. 
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 Economic: 

o Agriculture loss from pests like fall armyworm. 

o Reduced fodder availability affecting livestock. 

o Increased forest management costs. 

 Social: 

o Human–wildlife conflict escalates as invasives alter habitats. 

o Rural communities face reduced access to forest resources. 

Global and National Efforts 

 International Conventions: 

o Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) obligations on IAS. 

o Ballast Water Management Convention (shipping-related species transfer). 

 India’s Measures: 

o National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP) mentions IAS control. 

o Projects like SECURE Himalaya address snow leopard habitats and invasive threats. 

o State-specific efforts: Mechanical removal of lantana in Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh. 

But these remain piecemeal and poorly documented, lacking a unified national IAS strategy. 

Way Forward 

1. Centralised Database: Establish a National Invasive Species Information System linked to InvaCost. 

2. Dedicated IAS Mission: Similar to Project Tiger, for long-term eradication/control. 

3. Integrated Governance: Better coordination between MoEFCC, Agriculture Ministry, and state biodiversity boards. 

4. Community Participation: Involve local communities in mechanical removal, alternative livelihood generation. 

5. Research & Innovation: Invest in biological control, AI-based monitoring, and GIS mapping. 

6. Mainstreaming Costs:Recognise IAS management as a core budgetary priority in environmental planning. 

Conclusion 

The study’s findings are a wake-up call for India. By underestimating and underreporting the costs of invasive species, the 

country risks not only ecological degradation but also hidden economic losses that undermine development and livelihood 

security. A national strategy with robust data systems, funding, and community-driven management is essential to align India’s 

biodiversity governance with global conservation commitments. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: “India is underestimating the economic and ecological cost of invasive alien species.” Critically examine the challenges 

posed by invasive species in India and suggest a roadmap for effective management. (150 Words) 
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Page 13 :GS 3 : Indian Economy 

The Monsoon Session of Parliament 2025 marked a historic moment for India’s maritime sector with the passage of five key 

legislations: the Merchant Shipping Bill, the Indian Ports Bill, the Coastal Shipping Act, the Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, and the 

Bills of Lading Act. Together, they replace colonial-era laws with a forward-looking legal framework that aligns with international 

conventions, promotes ease of doing business, and strengthens India’s vision of becoming a global maritime hub under 

Maritime India Vision 2047. 

Key Highlights of the Reforms 

1. Merchant Shipping Act, 2025 

o Replaces outdated colonial provisions with 

globally benchmarked rules. 

o Expands ownership categories to register 

chartered vessels under the Indian flag. 

o Focuses on tonnage growth, safety, salvage 

ecosystem, and marine pollution control. 

o Strengthens employment through training 

and skilling of Indian seafarers. 

2. Indian Ports Act, 2025 

o Establishes State Maritime Boards for 

transparent governance of major and non-

major ports. 

o Introduces a national maritime single window 

system for data centralisation. 

o Ensures long-term evidence-based planning, 

waste reception facilities, and emergency 

preparedness. 

o Aims at lowering logistics costs and 

enhancing India’s EXIM competitiveness. 

3. Coastal Shipping Act, 2025 

o Removes licensing requirements for Indian vessels, encouraging coastal shipping. 

o Projects coastal cargo movement growth from 165 million tonnes to 1,300 million tonnes by 2047. 

o Promotes integrated coastal and inland waterways, sustainable transport, and Indian ownership of fleets. 

4. Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 2025 

o Adopts Hague-Visby Rules, harmonising India’s carriage laws with global practices. 

o Simplifies provisions to facilitate trade agreements like India–UK CETA. 

o Enhances commercial efficiency and reduces litigation. 

5. Bills of Lading Act, 2025 

o Provides legal clarity on transfer of rights, liabilities, and suits. 

o Promotes transparency and ease of doing business in maritime trade. 

o Modernises documentation practices to global standards. 

Significance for India 
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 Economic Impact: These reforms will reduce logistics costs, attract foreign and domestic investments, and strengthen 

India’s competitiveness in global trade. 

 Strategic Advantage: A robust maritime framework enhances India’s role in Indo-Pacific geopolitics and trade corridors. 

 Sustainability: Provisions on pollution control, waste reception, and integrated waterways promote green shipping. 

 Employment Generation: Training, skilling, and fleet expansion will create jobs across ports, shipping, and allied services. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Ensuring uniform implementation across coastal States. 

 Balancing rapid port expansion with ecological sustainability. 

 Attracting private investment while safeguarding national maritime security. 

 Strengthening institutional capacity to enforce international conventions. 

Conclusion 

India’s maritime reforms of 2025 represent the most comprehensive overhaul since Independence, transforming the sector from 

colonial-era regulation to a modern global framework. By combining economic efficiency with sustainability, these laws are 

strategic enablers of Maritime AmritKaal Vision 2047. If effectively implemented, they can reduce logistics costs, create millions 

of jobs, and position India as a global maritime power in the Indo-Pacific century. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: The enactment of the five new maritime legislations in 2025 is being termed as the most comprehensive reform in India’s 

maritime history. Discuss how these reforms can contribute to achieving India’s Maritime AmritKaal Vision 2047. (150 Words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

GS. Paper 02Indian Polity 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:“Power without integrity corrodes democracy, and integrity without fairness 

endangers it.” In light of this statement, suggest reforms to balance ethical governance and democratic 

safeguards in India. (150 words)  
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Context : 

The Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill, 2025, introduced in the Lok Sabha on August 20, 2025, seeks to address the long-

standing problem of criminalisation of politics by mandating that Ministers, Chief Ministers, and even the Prime Minister must 

resign or be automatically removed if they remain in custody for over 30 consecutive days in cases carrying a maximum 

punishment of five years or more. While the Bill appears to further the cause of clean politics and public trust, it raises 

constitutional, legal, and political dilemmas around presumption of innocence, executive discretion, and democratic stability. 

Key Provisions of the Bill 

 Applies to Union and State Ministers under Articles 75, 164, and 239AA (Delhi). 

 Adds new clauses (e.g., 75(5A)) mandating resignation or automatic removal after 30 days in custody. 

 Operates through a dual mechanism: 

o Removal by advice of PM/CM. 

o Automatic removal if no such advice within 30 days. 

 Allows reappointment once the person is released from custody. 

Judicial and Constitutional Context 

 S.R. Bommai (1994): Stressed integrity and constitutional morality in governance. 

 ManojNarula vs Union of India (2014): Court advised against appointing Ministers with serious criminal charges, but left 

discretion to PM/CM. 

 Lily Thomas vs Union of India (2013): MPs/MLAs stand disqualified only on conviction, not arrest. 

 Problem: Bill creates higher standards for Ministers than legislators, leading to inconsistency. 

Issues and Concerns 

1. Presumption of Innocence (Article 21): 

o Removal on arrest/detention without conviction undermines a core constitutional principle. 

o Opens space for misuse via politically motivated arrests. 

2. Executive Discretion and Politicisation: 

o PM/CM may shield allies or target rivals depending on political climate. 

o Accountability becomes hostage to partisan politics. 

3. Inconsistency: 

o Legislators face disqualification only upon conviction. 

o Ministers face removal merely on detention → creates constitutional asymmetry. 

4. Governance Instability (Revolving Door Problem): 

o Ministers may resign after 30 days in custody but return upon bail → policy paralysis and uncertainty. 

5. Overbreadth: 

o Applies to all offences punishable by 5+ years, including relatively minor ones, instead of focusing on serious 

crimes of moral turpitude/corruption. 

Need for a Balanced Approach 

 Link to Judicial Milestones: Removal should be tied to framing of charges by a competent court, not mere arrest. 
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 Independent Review Body: A tribunal/judicial panel could oversee whether removal conditions are met → prevents 

executive misuse. 

 Interim Suspension Model: Ministers could be suspended (not permanently removed) pending trial → balances 

governance continuity and accountability. 

 Narrower Scope: Limit to crimes involving moral turpitude, corruption, and abuse of public office. 

Conclusion 

The 130th Amendment Bill, 2025, reflects the popular demand for integrity in politics, especially against the backdrop of rising 

criminalisation (46% MPs in 2024 elections had criminal cases). Yet, in its present form, the Bill risks undermining constitutional 

fairness and stability by equating detention with guilt. A calibrated framework—tying removal to judicial milestones, narrowing 

the scope to serious crimes, and instituting impartial oversight—can ensure that the Bill promotes ethical governance without 

eroding democratic safeguards. In the long run, India’s democracy depends on striking a balance where power is exercised with 

integrity, but integrity is secured without sacrificing justice. 
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