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Page 01:GS 3 : Disaster Management 

On August 5, 2025, devastating flash floods struck Dharali town in Uttarkashi district, Uttarakhand, killing at 

least 4 people, with dozens missing. Triggered by torrential rainfall, the floods caused massive destruction 

to infrastructure and tourism-dependent livelihoods, highlighting the fragile nature of Himalayan 

ecosystems. 

 

Causes of the Disaster 

1. Extreme Rainfall Events:The immediate trigger was cloudburst-like torrential rains, a recurring 

phenomenon in the Himalayas due to monsoonal variability and climate change. 

2. Topographical and Geological Vulnerability: 

o Uttarkashi is situated at 8,600 feet with steep slopes and fragile geology, making it highly 

prone to landslides and flash floods. 

o The Kheer Ganga river, a tributary prone to rapid swelling, overflowed and swept through the 

town. 

3. Unregulated Tourism and Construction: 

o The town of Dharali is a popular tourist destination, with multiple hotels and guest houses 

constructed along riverbanks and unstable slopes. 

o Haphazard construction exacerbated the scale of destruction. 
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4. Climate Change: 

o The increased frequency of high-intensity rainfall in short durations is a clear manifestation of 

changing climate patterns in the Himalayan region. 

Impact 

 Human Loss: 

o At least 4 confirmed deaths; 60–70 people missing, including 9 Army personnel. 

o Over 120 people rescued; hospitals prepared for emergency medical care. 

 Infrastructure Destruction: 

o Over 25 hotels, guesthouses, and homes destroyed. 

o Roads, markets, and local communication lines affected. 

 Displacement: 

o Relief camps set up; schools shut; trekking permits cancelled. 

o Evacuations ordered in nearby villages. 

 National Response: 

o Army, ITBP, SDRF teams deployed on war footing. 

o PM and Home Minister in touch with CM; Centre assures support. 

Administrative and Policy Challenges 

 Disaster Preparedness Gaps: 

o Lack of early warning systems in remote high-altitude areas. 

o Inadequate pre-monsoon vulnerability mapping. 

 Policy Implementation Weakness: 

o Violations of eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) guidelines. 

o Poor enforcement of construction norms in fragile zones. 

Way Forward 

1. Strengthening Early Warning Systems: 

o Installation of automated rain and flood monitoring stations in upper catchments. 

2. Sustainable Tourism and Zoning Laws: 

o Enforce strict building codes. 

o Carrying capacity-based tourism planning in ecologically fragile areas. 

3. Watershed and River Management: 

o Riverbed zoning and embankment strengthening. 

o Desilting and drainage system improvement. 

4. Community-Based Disaster Preparedness: 
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o Local-level mock drills, awareness campaigns. 

o Training of youth in rescue and first-aid. 

5. Climate Adaptation Planning: 

o Integrate climate risk assessment into State Disaster Management Plans (SDMP). 

o Promote nature-based solutions like afforestation and slope stabilization. 

Conclusion 

The Uttarkashi flash floods once again underscore the need for a holistic and climate-resilient approach to 

Himalayan development. As India aims to balance ecological preservation and economic progress, lessons 

from such disasters must inform sustainable policy design, community participation, and disaster readiness. 

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques: Flash floods are becoming increasingly frequent in the Himalayan region.To what extent can this be attributed 

to climate change? Examine with reference to recent incidents and suggest policy interventions.(150 Words) 
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Page 01: GS 2 : International Relations 

On the visit of Filipino President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. to India, both nations elevated their bilateral ties to a 

strategic partnership, focusing on defence, maritime 

security, trade, and regional cooperation. 

Key Developments: 

1. Strategic Partnership Formalised: 

o India and the Philippines upgraded ties from a 

comprehensive partnership to a strategic 

partnership. 

o A detailed action plan has been drawn to 

implement this elevation. 

2. Maritime & Defence Cooperation: 

o Indian naval ships participated in maritime 

exercises in the Philippines for the first time. 

o Finalisation of Terms of Reference between 

armed forces (Army, Navy, Air Force). 

o Indian Coast Guard – Philippine Coast Guard 

cooperation enhanced. 

o Focus on capacity building, training exchange, 

joint maritime activities. 

3. South China Sea & Indo-Pacific: 

o India reaffirmed support for freedom of 

navigation and rules-based order. 

o Highlighted the UN Convention on the Law of 

the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982 as the legal basis. 

o India’s emphasis on the South China Sea as 

global commons directly supports ASEAN 

centrality. 

4. Economic Cooperation: 

o Start of negotiations for a Preferential Trade 

Agreement (PTA). 

o India to support a pilot Sovereign Data Cloud 

project in the Philippines. 

o Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty and Treaty on 

Transfer of Sentenced Persons signed. 

5. Connectivity & People-to-People Ties: 
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o Direct flights between India and the Philippines to begin in 2025. 

o Free e-tourist visas for Filipino citizens starting August 2025. 

India and its Neighborhood & Strategic Interests: 

 Deepening ties with ASEAN nations aligns with India’s Act East Policy and Indo-Pacific Vision. 

 Countering China's assertiveness in the South China Sea by strengthening relations with affected 

ASEAN states like the Philippines. 

Critical Analysis: 

Significance: 

 Enhances India’s profile as a security provider in the Indo-Pacific. 

 Adds strategic depth to bilateral defence engagements. 

 Opens economic avenues through potential PTA and digital infrastructure projects. 

Challenges: 

 China's response to India's deeper defence ties in the region may be adverse. 

 Implementation of trade deals and defence cooperation requires sustained political and 

bureaucratic will. 

UPSC MainsPractice Question  

Ques: India’s Act East Policy is increasingly strategic in nature. Discuss with reference to India-Philippines 

relations. 
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Page : 04 :GS 2 : International Relations 

India’s foreign policy and energy security strategy face a new geopolitical challenge as the United States, 

under Donald Trump’s potential presidency, threatens penalty tariffs, and the European Union imposes 

sanctions over India’s continued import of Russian oil. This episode marks a pivotal moment where New 

Delhi may shift its traditional alignment and explore assertive diplomatic and economic alternatives to 

safeguard national interests. 

 

Background and Context 

Since the Russia-Ukraine war began in 2022, India has substantially increased its crude oil imports from 

Russia due to affordability. By 2023, Russia became India’s largest oil supplier, replacing traditional partners 
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like Iraq and Saudi Arabia. However, these imports have drawn criticism and retaliatory actions from the 

West, including: 

 EU sanctions on Indian entities linked to Russian oil reprocessing. 

 Donald Trump’s warning of steep tariffs on Indian goods, accusing India of profiteering from the 

war. 

In response, the Indian Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) issued a strong statement defending its sovereign 

energy choices, signaling a departure from earlier submissive postures to U.S. pressures. 

India’s Strategic Dilemma 

India now stands at a crucial juncture with three possible strategic responses: 

1. Maintain the Status Quo 

 Continue Russian energy imports at discounted rates. 

 Proceed with ongoing FTA negotiations with the U.S. and EU, hoping trade diplomacy can soften 

sanctions. 

 Example: India’s earlier approach post-2022 balanced non-alignment with strategic silence. 

Challenges: May face increasing financial and technological sanctions and reduced space for negotiation. 

2. Seek Alternative Partners 

 Accelerate trade and energy partnerships with GCC, EAEU, Australia, and ASEAN. 

 Reconsider joining RCEP, despite earlier withdrawal due to concerns over China. 

 Explore new bilateral and regional energy deals with Iran and Venezuela, who offer cheaper crude. 

Implication: This path could diversify energy sources and reduce over-dependence on any bloc, but comes 

with diplomatic balancing challenges. 

3. Retaliatory Countermeasures 

 Suspend negotiations on India-EU BTIA and pause high-level trade talks with the U.S. 

 Rethink participation in strategic dialogues like the Quad or delay defence procurements from the 

U.S. 

 Reinstate oil imports from Iran and Venezuela, even at the risk of secondary sanctions. 

Significance: Demonstrates sovereign assertiveness but could erode trust in strategic alliances. 
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Geopolitical Undercurrents and Double Standards 

 India has also highlighted Western hypocrisy — while the EU and U.S. criticize Indian imports, they 

themselves continue buying Russian gas, minerals, and metals. Moreover, the U.S. has not 

sanctioned China, a major importer of Russian crude, indicating selective targeting of India. 

 Also notable is the silence on U.S. backing of Israel’s war in Gaza, which has caused immense civilian 

casualties, raising questions about moral consistency. 

Wider Implications for India’s Foreign Policy 

 Energy Security: India’s imports are driven by price and volume requirements of a growing 

economy, not politics. 

 Strategic Autonomy: India’s refusal to yield to pressure reflects its growing confidence as a global 

power. 

 US-India Ties: While robust, Trump’s unpredictability may test defence, technology, and Indo-

Pacific cooperation, including the Quad Summit. 

 Multilateralism: India may recalibrate its role in platforms like BRICS if Western pressure intensifies. 

Conclusion 

India’s evolving stance signals a shift towards realpolitik — where national interest trumps normative 

alignment. As the global order reconfigures amid war, sanctions, and strategic rivalries, India’s measured 

assertiveness in oil diplomacy could emerge as a template for middle powers balancing economic security 

and global expectations. The coming months will test India’s ability to assert strategic autonomy without 

sacrificing crucial partnerships. 

UPSCMainsPractice Question 

Ques:India’s oil diplomacy amid Western sanctions reflects a shift towards strategic autonomy. Critically 

examine India’s evolving energy policy in the context of increasing geopolitical and economic pressure 

from the U.S. and EU. (150 Words) 
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Page 10 : GS 3 : Internal security 

Money laundering, the process of converting illegally earned money into legitimate assets, poses a serious 

threat to India’s financial integrity and internal security. As per the Finance Ministry's recent report to the 

Rajya Sabha, 5,892 cases have been registered under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) 

since 2015, but only 15 convictions have been secured. This wide gap reflects serious challenges in 

enforcement and judicial processes related to financial crimes in India. 
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Understanding the Process and Challenges 

Stages of Money Laundering 

As per the PMLA, the process involves three stages: 

1. Placement – Introduction of illicit funds into the financial system. 

2. Layering – Transferring the funds through various accounts and transactions to disguise the origin. 

3. Integration – Reintroduction of the laundered money into the economy as legitimate assets (e.g., 

through real estate or business). 

Issues in Tackling Money Laundering 

 Low conviction rate: Despite thousands of investigations, conviction rates remain abysmally low. 

 Misuse of the law: Courts have flagged instances of the PMLA being misused for politically 

motivated actions, especially in the absence of a scheduled offence. 

 Procedural opacity: Unlike the FIR in normal criminal law, ECIRs under PMLA are not made 

public, raising questions of transparency and due process. 

 Overreach of Enforcement Directorate (ED): The ED has vast powers of arrest and property 

attachment, sometimes exercised without sufficient judicial scrutiny. 

Existing Measures and Global Coordination 

Legal & Institutional Framework 

 PMLA, 2002: India’s primary anti-money laundering law. 

 Enforcement Directorate: Investigates money laundering and foreign exchange violations. 

 Supreme Court Judgments: 

o P. Chidambaram v. ED (2019): Upheld serious economic impact of laundering. 

o Vijay Madanlal Choudhary v. Union of India (2022): Clarified that property can be attached 

without a criminal case. 

International Collaboration 

 FATF Recommendations: India is committed to the Financial Action Task Force guidelines on 

anti-money laundering and terror financing. 

 Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements (DTAAs): Signed with over 85 countries, DTAAs aid in 

the exchange of financial and tax-related data, helping curb tax evasion and illicit fund transfers. 

 Information Fusion Centre–Indian Ocean Region: Enhances maritime security and tracking of 

suspicious transactions via regional cooperation. 
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Way Forward 

To effectively tackle money laundering in India, the following steps are essential:  

1. Ensure transparency and due process in ED investigations; ECIRs should follow principles of 

natural justice. 

2. Improve conviction rates through better case preparation, training of financial investigators, and 

strengthening the prosecution process. 

3. Avoid political misuse by ensuring that ED's functioning remains independent and subject to 

parliamentary oversight. 

4. Use technology and data sharing through DTAAs, FATCA, and other international tax cooperation 

mechanisms. 

5. Implement FATF recommendations rigorously, particularly on beneficial ownership, cross-border 

data exchange, and monitoring non-financial sectors. 

Conclusion 

Money laundering is not merely a financial crime—it undermines national security by facilitating terror 

financing, corruption, and tax evasion. While India has created a robust legal and institutional structure, 

gaps in implementation, misuse of enforcement mechanisms, and a weak conviction rate weaken its 

effectiveness. Tackling money laundering requires a balanced approach—one that strengthens 

enforcement but also ensures accountability, transparency, and judicial oversight to uphold the rule of 

law and protect democratic institutions. 

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques:Discuss the role of judiciary in interpreting the provisions of the Prevention of Money Laundering 

Act. How has judicial intervention shaped its implementation? 
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Page 11:GS 2 : Governance 

In modern democracies, where human rights and dignity are ostensibly foundational, the stark inequality in 

whose lives are protected and whose deaths are normalized reveals a deeper, troubling undercurrent — 

necropolitics. Coined by Cameroonian philosopher Achille Mbembe, necropolitics refers to the use of 

political power to decide who may live and who must die. It critiques how states, institutions, and 

systems expose marginalised populations to death, violence, or abandonment not as accidents, but as 

deliberate outcomes of policy and power structures. 
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Understanding the Concept 

 From Biopolitics to Necropolitics: Michel Foucault's biopolitics focused on the regulation of 

populations through healthcare, sanitation, and demography — a management of life. Mbembe 

expands this to necropolitics, where the state not only manages life but actively produces death — 

both fast (war, violence) and slow (structural neglect). 

 Death as Governance: In necropolitics, death is not a failure of the system, but its method — 

evident in war zones like Gaza, caste-based neglect in India, and abandonment of vulnerable 

groups during COVID-19 lockdowns. 

Examples in Contemporary Context 

1. India's Migrant Workers during COVID-19: The 2020 lockdown exposed the structural apathy 

toward migrant workers, many of whom died walking back home, victims not of the virus but of 

state neglect — a textbook case of necropolitics. 

2. Conflict Zones like Kashmir or Gaza: The disproportionate normalization of violence, lack of 

consistent outrage, and selective mourning reflect how certain geographies are treated as death 

worlds, where lives are dispensable. 

3. Sterilisation of Dalit/Adivasi women and surveillance of Muslims through digital profiling are 

institutional practices that disempower and devalue communities, showcasing necropolitics 

through bureaucracy. 

4. Global Silence on Civilian Deaths: The international community’s muted response to humanitarian 

crises — from Yemen to Gaza — reveals how geopolitical interests overshadow the value of 

human life. 

Ethical and Constitutional Dimensions 

 Article 21 of the Indian Constitution guarantees the Right to Life, yet necropolitical governance 

violates it through unequal access to resources, justice, and recognition. 

 Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) emphasise social and economic justice, but 

necropolitics thrives when poverty, caste, religion, and race are used to selectively enforce laws or 

deny care. 

 From an ethical standpoint, necropolitics contradicts the Kantian principle of treating 

individuals as ends, not means, and disregards compassion, equity, and dignity, key tenets of 

ethical governance. 
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Conclusion 

Necropolitics challenges the very fabric of democracy, revealing how governance can become a tool of 

abandonment rather than inclusion. Recognising this invisible violence is the first step towards resistance. 

True governance must ensure that no life is disposable, and that dignity, care, and justice are not 

privileges for the few but rights for all. In a world increasingly divided by who matters and who doesn’t, 

the call is not just to survive, but to live lives that are visible, valued, and mourned when lost. 

UPSC MainsPractice Question 

Ques: How do caste, class, and communal identities influence the creation of 'death worlds' in India? 

Explain with reference to the concept of necropolitics. (150 words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS. Paper 02Governance 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:India’s welfare regime is increasingly driven by 

technocratic logic, often at the cost of democratic deliberation. Critically examine this 

statement with reference to the evolving digital governance architecture in India.(250 

words) 
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Context : 

India’s welfare architecture has undergone a significant transformation in the past decade. With over 1,200 

schemes integrated into the Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) system and nearly a billion Aadhaar 

enrollments, the state is increasingly relying on technology-driven governance to deliver welfare 

efficiently. However, this technocratic turn, while ensuring coverage and leak-proof systems, raises 

concerns over democratic accountability, political agency, and rights-based inclusion. 

Core Analysis: 

1. Technocratic Calculus vs Democratic Deliberation: 

 Welfare schemes like PM-KISAN and E-SHRAM are guided by a logic of measurable outcomes, 

auditability, and algorithmic control, rather than community participation or rights-based 

entitlement. 

 The focus has shifted from “who deserves welfare” to “how to eliminate inefficiencies” — 

indicating a retreat from deliberative democratic processes. 

2. Algorithmic Governance and Exclusion: 

 Citizens are increasingly treated as data points, not rights-bearing individuals — echoing 

Habermas’s technocratic consciousness and Foucault’s governmentality. 

 Justice D.Y. Chandrachud’s dissent in the Aadhaar verdict (2018) warned against such 

dehumanisation, cautioning against identity systems that reduce individuals to machinic records 

devoid of context or care. 

3. Shrinking Social Sector Spending: 

 Social sector expenditure has declined to 17% in 2024-25, compared to a 21% average in the 

previous decade, affecting vulnerable sectors like minorities, labour, and nutrition. 

 This reflects a disconnect between state priorities and ground-level needs, contradicting the 

state’s professed commitment to a socialistic ethos (Article 38, DPSP). 

4. Crisis in Grievance Redressal and RTI Regime: 

 The Centralised Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS), though efficient, 

centralises data without ensuring local accountability. 

 With over 4 lakh RTI cases pending and vacancies in Information Commissions, transparency — 

a key pillar of democratic welfare — is weakening. 
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5. Need for Reflexivity and Participatory Governance: 

 Welfare must move beyond centralised, one-size-fits-all models. Lessons can be drawn from 

Kerala’s Kudumbashree, where self-help groups act as intermediaries in welfare delivery. 

 Institutions like Gram Sabhas, GPDPs, and community-based audits must be empowered to 

restore bottom-up accountability. 

Way Forward: 

 Embed the “Right to Explanation” in digital welfare systems to ensure human oversight and due 

process. 

 Incentivise civil society to promote grassroots political education and legal literacy. 

 Build ‘offline fallback mechanisms’ for digital exclusion and statutory bias audits of welfare 

algorithms. 

 Ensure federal pluralism in welfare policy design — one that is context-sensitive and regionally 

adaptive. 

Conclusion: 

As India advances towards becoming a Viksit Bharat, the need is not just for efficient systems but for just 

systems. A welfare state, in its true spirit, must protect the agency, dignity, and voice of its citizens, not 

reduce them to invisible cogs in a technocratic machine. The real measure of a welfare regime lies not just 

in coverage statistics, but in whether it serves those who need it the most — with care, transparency, 

and accountability. 
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