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Page 01:GS 2: International Relations / Prelims 

India has announced the upgrading of its Technical Mission in Kabul to the status of an Embassy. External Affairs Minister S. 

Jaishankar made this declaration during his meeting with Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi in New Delhi. This move 

marks a significant step in re-establishing India’s diplomatic presence in Afghanistan after the closure of the embassy in 2021, 

following the withdrawal of U.S. forces. 

 

Static Context (Background) 

 India–Afghanistan Relations 

o Historically, India and Afghanistan share strong cultural, economic, and strategic ties. 

o India has invested in major development projects: Salma Dam, Parliament building, road networks, 

electricity projects. 

o Afghanistan is a key part of India’s Neighbourhood First Policy and Connect Central Asia Policy. 

 Embassy vs Technical Mission 

o Technical Mission: Limited in scope, focusing on humanitarian aid, technical support, and assistance. 

o Embassy: Represents full-fledged diplomatic presence – political dialogue, consular services, development 

projects, and cultural exchanges. 

 Challenges in Afghanistan 

o Taliban takeover in 2021 led to instability and uncertainty. 

o Cross-border terrorism (especially emanating from Pakistan) is a common concern for both India and 

Afghanistan. 

Current Context (News Specifics) 

 India announced the upgradation of its Kabul Mission to Embassy status. 
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 Taliban Foreign Minister Muttaqi welcomed the move, though he hinted that an Ambassador may not be sent 

initially. 

 India raised concerns about forced repatriation of Afghan refugees by Pakistan. 

 Cross-border terrorism was discussed, particularly the activities of Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP). 

 India announced: 

o Six new health projects for Afghanistan. 

o 20 ambulances as a symbolic gesture. 

o Scholarships for Afghan students under ICCR and other programs. 

 Taliban accused Pakistan of violating Kabul’s sovereignty through cross-border strikes. 

Significance 

For India 

 Re-establishes strategic presence in Afghanistan. 

 Strengthens regional connectivity projects (Chabahar Port, INSTC). 

 Provides a platform to engage the Taliban on counter-terrorism. 

For Afghanistan 

 Gains continued humanitarian and development support from India. 

 Scholarships and education opportunities for Afghan students. 

 Investment opportunities in the mining sector. 

For Regional Geopolitics 

 Russia and China are already engaging with Taliban; India’s move strengthens its regional role. 

 Pakistan may feel uneasy about growing India-Taliban interactions. 

hallenges 

 Taliban regime lacks global recognition. 

 Concerns over human rights and women’s rights persist. 

 India must balance pragmatic engagement with Taliban while upholding democratic values. 

Conclusion 

India’s decision to upgrade its mission to an Embassy highlights its pragmatic foreign policy approach. It ensures India’s 

presence in Afghanistan while addressing shared challenges such as terrorism and instability. This move demonstrates India’s 

intent to safeguard its strategic interests, promote regional stability, and strengthen development cooperation. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques. The term “Technical Mission in Kabul” recently in news, is related to which country? 

(a) Iran 

(b) Afghanistan 

(c) Nepal 

(d) Bangladesh 

Ans: (b)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: Examine the strategic and geopolitical implications of India’s decision to upgrade its Technical Mission in Kabul to an 

Embassy.(250 Words) 
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Page 01 :Prelims 

The 2024 Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded to María Corina Machado, a Venezuelan opposition leader, for her struggle to 

bring democratic transition in Venezuela. She has been recognized as a “key unifying figure” who kept the flame of democracy 

alive amid authoritarian rule under President Nicolás Maduro. This highlights the global importance of democracy, human rights, 

and political freedoms in authoritarian regimes. 

 

Static Context (Background) 

 Nobel Peace Prize 

o Established under Alfred Nobel’s will (1901). 

o Awarded annually to individuals or organizations for significant contributions to peace, human rights, 

democracy, or humanitarian efforts. 

 About Venezuela’s Political Crisis 

o Venezuela, once oil-rich, has been facing economic collapse, political turmoil, hyperinflation, and mass 

migration. 

o Nicolás Maduro has ruled since 2013, accused of electoral manipulation, authoritarianism, and human 

rights violations. 

o Opposition leaders often face persecution, disqualification, and exile. 

 María Corina Machado 

o Opposition leader and former presidential candidate. 
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o Vocal critic of Maduro’s government. 

o Disqualified from running in the 2023 presidential election, despite being a frontrunner. 

o Advocates for free elections, rule of law, and democratic governance. 

Current Context (News Specifics) 

 Machado received the Nobel Peace Prize for “keeping democracy’s flame burning amid darkness”. 

 She has been forced into hiding due to threats but continues her activism. 

 She dedicated the prize to the suffering people of Venezuela and credited international support. 

 The award comes amid growing international condemnation of Maduro’s suppression of dissent. 

 Venezuela’s National Electoral Council, stacked with government loyalists, disqualified her candidacy despite popular 

support. 

 Protests against this decision were violently suppressed, leaving more than 20 dead. 

Significance 

For Venezuela 

 Provides international recognition and legitimacy to the opposition. 

 Inspires pro-democracy movements and increases pressure on Maduro’s regime. 

 Could boost hopes for fair elections and democratic reforms. 

For the World 

 Highlights global concerns over authoritarianism and erosion of democracy. 

 Strengthens the role of Nobel Prize as a tool of soft power diplomacy. 

 Sets a precedent for honoring democratic struggles in authoritarian states. 

For India (Indirect Relevance in UPSC Context) 

 Reinforces India’s stance as the world’s largest democracy supporting democratic values. 

 Provides a comparative study point for GS-2 under topics of democracy, human rights, and international 

institutions. 

Challenges 

 Maduro’s government still firmly controls state institutions, military, and judiciary. 

 Opposition leaders remain vulnerable to persecution, arrests, or disqualification. 

 Venezuela’s political polarization and economic crisis may delay democratic transition. 

Conclusion 

María Corina Machado’s Nobel Peace Prize is a symbol of resistance against authoritarianism and the global recognition of 

democratic aspirations. While challenges remain, the award strengthens the voice of Venezuela’s opposition and reaffirms the 

universal relevance of democracy and human rights. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: The Nobel Peace Prize 2024 was awarded to María Corina Machado for her efforts in promoting democracy in 

which country? 

(a) Chile 

(b) Venezuela 

(c) Cuba 

(d) Colombia 

Ans: (b) 
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Page 05 :GS 2 &3 : Governance and Environment 

The Environment Ministry’s apex committee has granted fresh environmental clearance to the Sawalokote Hydroelectric 

Project on the Chenab River in Ramban, Jammu & Kashmir. This is the first major hydropower project on the Indus basin rivers 

to receive clearance after India’s suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) with Pakistan in April 2023. The decision carries 

both developmental and strategic significance. 
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Static Context (Background) 

 Chenab River 

o Originates in Himachal Pradesh, flows through Jammu & Kashmir before entering Pakistan. 

o It is a major tributary of the Indus River System. 

 Indus Waters Treaty (1960) 

o Signed between India and Pakistan under World Bank mediation. 

o Allocated waters of the eastern rivers (Ravi, Beas, Sutlej) to India, and western rivers (Indus, Jhelum, Chenab) 

primarily to Pakistan, with limited rights for India. 

o India can use western rivers for non-consumptive purposes (hydropower, navigation, irrigation within limits). 

 Hydropower in India 

o Renewable energy source, crucial for energy security and reducing dependence on fossil fuels. 

o Important in India’s commitments under Paris Agreement and climate goals. 

Current Context (News Specifics) 

 Project Details: 

o Sawalokote project →Run-of-the-river project (no large storage reservoir). 

o Proposed installed capacity: 1,856 MW. 

o Estimated cost: ₹31,380 crore (revised upward from earlier estimate of ₹22,000 crore). 

o Expected annual generation: 8,000 million units of electricity. 

 Institutional Details: 

o Initially under Jammu and Kashmir Power Development Corporation (JKPDC). 

o Transferred to National Hydro Power Corporation (NHPC) in 2021. 

o Clearances obtained from Central Electricity Authority and Central Water Commission by July 2025. 

o Forest clearances (Dec 2022 – Feb 2023) under Forest Rights Act. 

 Geopolitical Dimension: 

o India suspended participation in the Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan in April 2023. 

o This move gave additional momentum to push forward hydropower projects on Indus basin rivers. 

Significance 

For India 

 Strengthens energy security with clean renewable power. 

 Boosts development in J&K through jobs, infrastructure, and electricity supply. 

 Enhances strategic leverage over western rivers vis-à-vis Pakistan. 

For Jammu & Kashmir 

 Promotes industrial growth and energy access. 

 Reduces dependence on fossil fuels in the region. 

 Generates employment and boosts local economy. 

For Regional Politics 
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 May raise tensions with Pakistan, which has historically opposed Indian projects on Indus basin rivers. 

 Reflects India’s shift towards maximizing its rights under IWT after suspension. 

Challenges 

 Environmental Concerns: Submergence of land, biodiversity loss, displacement of communities. 

 Financial Costs: Escalated project cost from ₹22,000 crore → ₹31,380 crore. 

 Geopolitical Risks: Pakistan may raise objections internationally. 

 Technical Risks: Being in a seismically active Himalayan region increases risks of landslides, earthquakes. 

Conclusion 

The Sawalokote Hydropower Project clearance is a landmark decision with energy, developmental, and strategic implications. 

It highlights India’s push for renewable power and its evolving stance on the Indus Waters Treaty. However, balancing 

development with environmental sustainability and geopolitical stability will be key to the project’s long-term success. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the significance of India’s decision to go ahead with the Sawalokote Hydroelectric Project on Chenab River in the 

context of the Indus Waters Treaty and India’s energy security goals.(250 Words) 
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Page : 05: GS 2 : Indian Polity/ Prelims 

As India marks the 20th anniversary of the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005, a citizens’ report reveals a worrying trend: 

several State Information Commissions (SICs) and even the Central Information Commission (CIC) are either defunct or 

severely understaffed. This has resulted in huge pendency, where RTI appeals can take years—sometimes even decades—to be 

resolved, undermining transparency and accountability in governance. 

 

Static Context (Background) 

 RTI Act, 2005: 
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o Landmark legislation empowering citizens to seek information from public authorities. 

o Established Information Commissions at the Central and State levels. 

o Objective: Ensure transparency, accountability, and reduce corruption. 

 Central Information Commission (CIC): 

o Hears appeals and complaints against Union government departments. 

o Headed by Chief Information Commissioner + Information Commissioners. 

 State Information Commissions (SICs): 

o Deal with state-level RTI complaints and appeals. 

o Headed by State Chief Information Commissioner + State Information Commissioners. 

 Legal Safeguards: 

o Commissioners appointed by President (CIC) / Governor (SICs). 

o Fixed tenure and independence to ensure impartial functioning. 

Current Context (News Specifics) 

 Defunct SICs: Six states — Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, Telangana, Goa, Tripura, and Madhya Pradesh — had 

completely defunct SICs between July 2024 and October 2025 due to no new appointments. 

 Partially Functioning SICs: Karnataka, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Bihar — operating without full strength of 

commissioners. 

 CIC Situation: Currently functioning with only two commissioners out of the mandated strength of 10. 

 Case Backlog: 

o 2.4 lakh appeals filed in 2024. 

o Commissions can only dispose of 1.8 lakh cases annually → pendency increasing. 

o Example: Telangana SIC may take 29 years to resolve an appeal filed in 2025. 

 State-level Pendency (June 2025): 

o Maharashtra: 95,340 

o Karnataka: 47,825 

o Tamil Nadu: 41,059 

Significance 

For Governance 

 RTI ensures citizens’ right to know→ vital for democratic accountability. 

 Weak functioning of Commissions erodes trust in institutions. 

For Citizens 

 Delayed appeals reduce effectiveness of RTI as an anti-corruption tool. 

 Citizens’ grievances remain unaddressed, affecting access to welfare rights. 

For Transparency and Democracy 

 Non-functional SICs undermine good governance principles. 

 Violates spirit of Article 19(1)(a) – Freedom of Speech & Expression, as right to information is linked to free 

expression. 
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Challenges 

 Vacancies and Understaffing: Lack of timely appointments. 

 Huge Pendency: Lakhs of cases pending, disposal rate very low. 

 Institutional Weakness: Limited autonomy, budgetary constraints. 

 Political Resistance: Governments reluctant to strengthen RTI enforcement. 

Conclusion 

The RTI Act was a watershed reform in Indian democracy, but its effectiveness is being undermined by non-functional 

Commissions and mounting pendency. For RTI to remain a meaningful tool, timely appointments, adequate staffing, 

digitisation of processes, and strengthening of institutional autonomy are essential. The health of the RTI regime directly 

reflects the strength of Indian democracy and transparency in governance. 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques :Which of the following statements is correct regarding the Right to Information Act, 2005? 

1. It provides for the establishment of Central and State Information Commissions. 

2. Commissioners are appointed by the President and Governors, respectively. 

3. It is a statutory right under Article 32 of the Constitution. 

Options: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

Ans: (a) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques:"The Right to Information Act was a milestone in ensuring transparency, but its implementation is facing serious 

challenges due to vacancies and pendency in Information Commissions. Critically discuss."(150 Words) 
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Page 06 :GS 2: Governance 

The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) released its 2023 Crime Report, highlighting emerging crime patterns in India. 

While overall murder cases decreased (–2.8%), there has been a worrying 28.8% increase in crimes against Scheduled Tribes 

(STs) and a 31.2% increase in cybercrimes. These trends raise concerns regarding governance, law enforcement, and social 

justice in vulnerable communities. 

Static Context (Background) 

 NCRB 

o Established in 1986, under the Ministry of Home Affairs. 

o Collects, analyzes, and publishes crime data (IPC + Special & Local Laws). 

o Publishes annual reports on Crime in India, Accidental Deaths, Suicides, and 

Prison Statistics. 

 Relevance of NCRB Data 

o Used by policymakers, law enforcement, judiciary, and researchers. 

o Helps identify crime hotspots and emerging threats. 

o Caveat: Crime data often depends on reporting levels (under-reporting/over-

reporting affects accuracy). 

 Legal Frameworks 

o POCSO Act, 2012 – Protection of Children from Sexual Offences. 

o IT Act, 2000 + amendments – Cybercrime. 

o SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 – Protects vulnerable communities. 

Current Context (News Specifics – NCRB 2023 Findings) 

 Overall Trends 

o Murder cases: ↓ 2.8%. 

o Crimes against women: ↑ 0.4% (but dowry-related crimes ↑ 14.9%). 

o Crimes against children: ↑ 9.2% (1,77,335 cases; in 96% of cases offender was 

known to victim). 

 Crimes against Scheduled Tribes (STs) 

o ↑ 28.8% in 2023. 

o Major spike due to ethnic violence in Manipur (cases rose from 1 in 2022 to 

3,399 in 2023). 

o High crime rates also reported in Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, reflecting tribal vulnerability. 

 Cybercrime 

o ↑ 31.2% in 2023. 

o Mostly related to financial frauds & sexual exploitation. 

o Driven by deeper internet penetration and digital financial use. 

o Policing challenges: Ubiquitous nature of internet, anonymity of criminals, cross-border issues. 

Significance 

For Governance 
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 Reflects law-and-order challenges in managing ethnic violence (e.g., Manipur). 

 Indicates institutional gaps in handling cybercrime. 

For Vulnerable Groups 

 Scheduled Tribes remain highly exposed to atrocities, displacement, and violence. 

 Children and women remain vulnerable despite existing laws like POCSO and Dowry Prohibition Act. 

For Policymaking 

 Emphasizes need for specialized cybercrime units, forensic capacity, and awareness campaigns. 

 Highlights importance of community-based protection mechanisms for tribals. 

Challenges 

 Underreporting & Delayed Data: NCRB 2023 report was delayed by 1 year. 

 Policing Capacity: States lack adequate digital policing skills. 

 Judicial Delays: Huge pendency of criminal cases in courts. 

 Social Issues: Persistent dowry deaths, caste-based violence, and gender crimes. 

Conclusion 

The NCRB 2023 report is a mirror of India’s social realities. While murders are declining, the sharp rise in cybercrime and 

crimes against tribals calls for urgent reforms in policing, justice delivery, and social protection. Strengthening institutional 

capacity, improving digital policing, and ensuring inclusive governance for vulnerable groups must be a top priority to 

maintain law and order and uphold justice. 

 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques:"The NCRB 2023 data reveals an alarming rise in crimes against Scheduled Tribes and cybercrimes. Discuss the underlying 

causes and suggest measures for strengthening India’s criminal justice system in this context."(150 Words) 
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Page : 06 Editorial Analysis 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

On August 15, 2025, India announced a new demographic mission, focusing mainly on monitoring undocumented 

immigration from Bangladesh and border regions. However, experts argue that India requires a holistic demographic mission 

that goes beyond population control to address broader challenges of fertility, mortality, migration, ageing, and regional 

disparities. As the world’s most populous nation, India’s demographic patterns are central to both national policy and global 

discussions. 

Static Context (Background) 

 Demography: The study of population structure, including fertility, mortality, and migration trends. 

 India’s Demographic Dividend: 

GS. Paper 1–Social issues 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:"India is at a demographic crossroads. Discuss the need for a holistic 

demographic mission in India, focusing on migration, ageing, and regional disparities." (150 Words) 
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o India has the world’s largest youth population (~65% below 35 years). 

o The working-age population (15–64 years) is expected to peak by 2041. 

o Harnessing this requires employment, education, health, and social security. 

 Key Challenges: 

o Population ageing (rise in elderly population). 

o Internal migration and regional demographic imbalances. 

o Skill gaps and unequal infrastructure development. 

Current Context (Key Issues from the Article) 

1. Need for Broader Scope 

 Demography is not just about population size but also age distribution, regional variations, and capabilities 

(education, skills, health). 

 Policies must reflect regional inequalities in demographic transition. 

2. Migration 

 Migration is emerging as a major demographic driver across regions. 

 Issues: 

o Migrant identity → often threatened despite constitutional right to mobility. 

o Political discourse disenfranchises migrants (e.g., voting rights, “usual resident” condition). 

o Host regions often marginalize migrants socially and economically. 

 A demographic mission must include migrant protection and integration. 

3. Longevity & Ageing 

 Rising life expectancy creates challenges for social security and pension systems. 

 Current model relies heavily on state support; needs a shared model with employers preparing employees for 

retirement. 

 Longer productive years of life → redefine economic contribution of elderly. 

4. Policy Implications 

 Demographics must be factored into planning, policy making, monitoring, and evaluation. 

 Need for demographic sensitisation→ mainstreaming issues of inclusion, marginalisation, and diversity. 

Significance 

For India 

 Helps in reaping demographic dividend by focusing on youth skills and employment. 

 Addresses internal inequalities (regional migration, infrastructure gaps). 

 Ensures sustainable social security as ageing population grows. 

For Governance 
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 Provides holistic framework linking health, education, employment, and migration policies. 

 Avoids fragmented, short-term political approaches to population issues. 

For Global Context 

 India, as the world’s most populous nation, can be a model for demographic governance. 

 Its demographic policies impact labour markets, global migration, and economic trends. 

Challenges 

 Political Sensitivities: Migration and population debates are often politicised. 

 Implementation Gaps: Weak state-level capacities in demographic planning. 

 Social Inequalities: Regional disparities in fertility, education, and healthcare. 

 Institutional Weakness: Absence of a central coordinating demographic authority. 

Conclusion 

India stands at a demographic crossroads. A narrow focus on immigration control or population size will be insufficient. A 

holistic demographic mission must address fertility, mortality, migration, ageing, and regional disparities. It should integrate 

education, skills, health, livelihood, and social security into policy frameworks, ensuring that India’s demographic diversity 

becomes a true strength rather than a challenge. 

 

 

 


