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Page 01:GS 2 : I.R. / Prelims 

Amid escalating border clashes along the Durand Line, Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi stated that Afghanistan 

remains open to dialogue and diplomacy with Pakistan, but has “other means” if peaceful efforts fail. His remarks come after 

Pakistan’s airstrikes in Kabul and retaliatory Afghan military operations, further straining already tense ties between the two 

neighbours. 

 

Key Highlights 

1. Border Clashes and Retaliation 

 Pakistan conducted airstrikes inside Kabul targeting alleged TTP (Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan) hideouts. 

 The Afghan Defence Forces retaliated, reportedly killing 58 Pakistani soldiers across the Durand Line. 

 Heavy clashes led to Pakistan capturing 19 Afghan border posts, and all crossings were temporarily closed. 

2. Statements by Taliban Officials 

 Amir Khan Muttaqi accused Pakistan of harbouringIS (Islamic State) fighters from West Asia and claimed Pakistan should 

address its “internal failures”. 

 ZabiullahMujahid, Taliban spokesperson, alleged that IS elements in Pakistan were behind recent attacks in Russia and 

Iran. 

 Muttaqi denied the presence of “terror groups” in Afghanistan, asserting that they had been eliminated in the past four 

years. 
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3. Women Journalists and Gender Policies 

 Muttaqi clarified that the exclusion of women journalists from an earlier press conference was due to a “technical error”. 

 On the issue of women’s rights, he stated: 

“In Islam, everyone’s rights are protected… There are limitations in specific parts, but education is not haram.” 

 Claimed 2.8 million women and girls are currently studying in Afghan institutions. 

4. Diplomatic Outreach 

 Muttaqi expressed appreciation for mediation efforts by Saudi Arabia and Qatar. 

 He is scheduled to meet business representatives at FICCI, New Delhi, to strengthen Afghan–Indian trade cooperation. 

Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

Durand Line (1893 Agreement) Root of recurring border disputes between Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

TTP (Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan) Major non-state actor accused of using Afghan soil for cross-border attacks. 

Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (2021) De facto Taliban administration after U.S. withdrawal. 

India–Afghanistan Relations 
India continues humanitarian and trade engagement despite non-recognition of Taliban 

regime. 

Islamic State–Khorasan Province (IS-

KP) 
Transnational terror group with presence in Afghanistan–Pakistan region. 

Analytical Perspective 

1. Fragile Afghanistan–Pakistan Ties 

 The tension reflects deep mistrust since Taliban’s return to power in 2021. 

 Pakistan’s claim of TTP’s Afghan shelter contrasts with Taliban’s counter-allegation of Pakistani IS presence. 

 Indicates shifting terror networks and proxy competition in South Asia. 

2. Regional Security Implications 

 Escalation may destabilize the already volatile Af–Pak border region. 

 Could hinder regional initiatives like CPEC extension and CASA-1000 energy corridor. 

 Raises risks of refugee influx and terror spillover into neighbouring countries. 

3. India’s Diplomatic Space 

 Taliban choosing New Delhi for a press conference underscores India’s renewed engagement. 

 India can leverage trade and humanitarian diplomacy to maintain strategic presence in Afghanistan. 
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4. Human Rights and Gender Concerns 

 Taliban’s statements on women’s rights remain contradictory to on-ground restrictions. 

 The issue continues to challenge global recognition and legitimacy of the regime. 

Strategic Implications 

 For Pakistan: Deteriorating ties with Kabul complicate its western border security and internal counter-terror strategy. 

 For Afghanistan: Facing diplomatic isolation, Kabul seeks to assert sovereignty and project national legitimacy. 

 For India: Offers opportunity to engage both bilaterally and through multilateral platforms like SCO for regional 

stability. 

 For Global Community:Renewed clashes highlight fragility of post-U.S. withdrawal security architecture in South Asia. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Ensuring de-escalation and avoiding all-out conflict along the Durand Line. 

 Building trust mechanisms between Kabul and Islamabad to manage TTP and IS threats. 

 Balancing human rights concerns with pragmatic diplomatic engagement. 

 Managing the refugee situation and preventing radicalization in border zones. 

Conclusion 

The Afghanistan–Pakistan border confrontation underlines the complex interplay of terror networks, territorial disputes, and 

political legitimacy in the post-2021 regional order. While the Taliban’s outreach for talks signals readiness for diplomacy, the 

warning of “other means” reflects persistent volatility. For India and the wider region, stability in Afghanistan remains central to a 

peaceful and cooperative Indo-Pacific and Central Asian security framework. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: Consider the following statements: 

1. The Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) is designated as a terrorist organization by the United Nations. 

2. The Taliban administration in Afghanistan is formally recognized by India. 

3. The Durand Line was demarcated in 1893 during British rule. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(A) 1 and 3 only 

(B) 2 and 3 only 

(C) 1 and 2 only 

(D) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: a)  

UPSC Mains Practice Question 

Ques: Non-state actors like TTP and IS-KP continue to challenge state authority in South Asia. Analyze how such transnational 

groups complicate the security environment for neighbouring countries, including India. (250 Words) 
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Page 01 : GS 1 : History / Prelims 

The Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA) has discovered strong evidence of Iron Age culture at 

Thirumalapuram in Tenkasi district, located near the Western Ghats. The findings from the first season of excavation indicate that 

the site could date back to the early to mid-third millennium BCE, aligning it chronologically with prominent archaeological sites 

like Adichanallur and Sivagalai. 

 

Key Highlights of the Excavation 

1. Site Details 

 Location: Thirumalapuram, about 10 km northwest of the present-day village in Tenkasi district. 

 Area: The burial site covers nearly 35 acres, situated between two seasonal streams emerging from the Western Ghats. 

 Project: Conducted by TNSDA during the first excavation season (2024–25). 
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2. Major Discoveries 

 Rectangular stone slab chamber with urn burials — first-of-its-kind in Tamil Nadu. 

 Chamber constructed using 35 stone slabs and filled with cobblestones up to a depth of 1.5 metres. 

 Unearthed 37 trenches yielding a rich collection of artefacts and ceramics. 

3. Ceramic Finds 

 Varieties include: 

o White-painted black-and-red ware 

o Red ware, red-slipped ware, black-polished ware, and coarse red ware 

 The white-painted designs on black-and-red ware resemble earlier findings from T. Kallupatti, Adichanallur, and Korkai, 

signifying cultural continuity. 

4. Symbolic Artefacts 

 One red-slipped pot features painted symbols of a human figure, mountain, deer, and tortoise — possibly indicating 

ritual or mythological motifs. 

 Such iconography provides insights into symbolic expression and belief systems of Iron Age communities. 

5. Metal and Bone Artefacts 

 78 antiquities recovered, including: 

o Tools and weapons: sword, spearhead, dagger, axe, chisel, arrowhead 

o Ornaments: gold rings (4.8 mm diameter, <1 mg weight) 

o Implements: tweezer, bonehead, etc. 

 Suggests advanced metallurgical skills and funerary offerings culture. 

 

Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

Iron Age in South India (1500–500 

BCE) 
Thirumalapuram adds to understanding of early Iron Age settlements and burial practices. 

Adichanallur&Sivagalai Excavations 
Comparative dating helps situate Thirumalapuram within early Dravidian cultural 

development. 

Material Culture Pottery, symbols, and metal artefacts reflect technological and artistic advancement. 

Archaeological Methodology Scientific dating (C-14, thermoluminescence) to confirm chronological framework. 

Cultural Heritage of Tamil Nadu 
Strengthens Tamil Nadu’s position as a major centre of early urban and metallurgical 

development. 

Analytical Perspective 
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1. Expanding the Cultural Horizon 

 The discovery extends the geographical spread of Iron Age civilization toward the Western Ghats. 

 Indicates wide regional interaction among Iron Age communities in southern India. 

2. Evolution of Burial Practices 

 The urn burials with grave goods show ritualistic complexity and belief in afterlife. 

 Parallels found with Megalithic sites in Tamil Nadu and Karnataka suggest shared cultural traits. 

3. Technological and Metallurgical Advancement 

 The presence of iron tools and gold ornaments highlights early metalworking proficiency. 

 Demonstrates transition from Bronze Age to Iron Age economies. 

4. Continuity with Sangam Age Culture 

 Symbolic motifs and artefacts resonate with later Sangam literature references to burial rituals and hero stones 

(nadukal). 

 Suggests cultural continuity in southern peninsular traditions. 

Strategic and Academic Implications 

 For Archaeology: Offers new avenues to trace Iron Age chronology and cultural patterns in South India. 

 For Tamil Nadu: Reinforces the state’s claim as a cradle of early civilization with rich indigenous heritage. 

 For Education and Tourism: Can promote archaeological tourism and heritage studies around Tenkasi. 

 For Research Institutions: Encourages interdisciplinary collaboration in archaeobotany, metallurgy, and cultural 

anthropology. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Need for scientific dating and preservation of fragile artefacts. 

 Preventing site degradation due to local construction and climate exposure. 

 Integrating local communities into heritage conservation efforts. 

 Ensuring transparent publication of excavation data for academic use. 

Conclusion 

The Thirumalapuram excavation represents a significant milestone in mapping the Iron Age cultural landscape of Tamil Nadu. 

The finds — from urn burials and painted ceramics to gold artefacts — not only mirror technological sophistication but also the 

ritual and symbolic depth of early Dravidian society. 

Together with Adichanallur and Sivagalai, Thirumalapuram strengthens the archaeological evidence of a thriving protohistoric 

civilization that laid the cultural foundation for Tamilakam’s classical age. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to the recent excavation at Thirumalapuram in Tamil Nadu, consider the following statements: 

1. The site is located close to the Eastern Ghats in Tamil Nadu. 

2. It has yielded a rectangular stone slab chamber with urn burials — the first such discovery in Tamil Nadu. 

3. The site is believed to date back to the early to mid-third millennium BCE. 

4. The excavation was carried out by the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(A) 1 and 4 only 

(B) 2 and 3 only 

(C) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(D) 1, 2 and 3 only 

Ans: (b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the significance of the recent Thirumalapuram excavation in understanding the Iron Age culture and its continuity 

with the Sangam Age civilization in South India. 
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Page 04 :GS 2 : I.R. / Prelims 

India will be represented by Minister of State for External Affairs Kirtivardhan Singh at the Sharm el-Sheikh Peace Summit on 

Gaza, co-hosted by Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi and U.S. President Donald Trump. The summit, aimed at finalizing a 

ceasefire and reconstruction plan for Gaza, comes amid renewed diplomatic efforts to stabilize the West Asian region after 

prolonged conflict between Israel and Hamas. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi declined the invitation due to short notice, but India reaffirmed its support for peace and 

humanitarian assistance in Gaza. 

 

Key Highlights 

1. India’s Participation 

 Minister Kirtivardhan Singh will represent India at the summit in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt. 

 The summit seeks to consolidate a U.S.–Egypt–Qatar brokered ceasefire deal between Israel and Hamas. 

 PM Modi’s decision not to attend personally reflects logistical constraints, not diplomatic distancing. 
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2. High-Level Global Gathering 

 Over 20 world leaders and representatives are attending, including: 

o UN Secretary-General AntónioGuterres 

o Leaders of France, Italy, Spain, and the U.K. 

o Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 

 Iran and Hamas declined the invitation. 

 Uncertainty remains over participation of Israeli PM Netanyahu and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. 

3. Parallel Diplomatic Engagements 

 Egyptian Foreign Minister BadrAbdelatty will visit New Delhi later this week for the India–Egypt Strategic Dialogue. 

 The visit builds upon the Sisi–Modi Strategic Partnership Agreement (2023). 

 Abdelatty expected to brief India on Gaza reconstruction and regional stability plans. 

 Egypt also exploring alternative trade alignments with India due to instability around Israel’s Haifa Port, part of the 

India–Middle East–Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC). 

4. Peace Process Developments 

 The summit will witness signing of a ceasefire and prisoner exchange: 

o Israel to release ~2,000 Palestinian prisoners. 

o Hamas to release 20 Israeli hostages. 

 The goal is to end the war on Gaza and restore regional stability in line with U.S. peace framework. 

Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

India–Egypt Strategic Partnership (2023) Institutionalized cooperation in defence, trade, and regional peace initiatives. 

India’s West Asia Policy 
Emphasizes peace, stability, and balanced engagement with both Israel and 

Palestine. 

India–Middle East–Europe Economic Corridor 

(IMEC) 

Egypt’s interest in alternate routes highlights evolving regional connectivity 

dynamics. 

Non-Alignment and Strategic Autonomy 
India’s measured participation reflects balanced diplomacy between competing 

powers. 

UN and Multilateralism 
India supports peaceful resolution of conflicts through dialogue and 

multilateral forums. 

Analytical Perspective 

1. Balanced Diplomacy 

 India’s decision to send a ministerial-level representative instead of the PM reflects strategic neutrality — maintaining 

engagement without being drawn into regional rivalries. 

 Reinforces India’s consistent position on peaceful coexistence and two-state solution. 
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2. Strengthening Ties with Egypt 

 Egypt has emerged as a key West Asian interlocutor for India. 

 The Strategic Dialogue and cooperation in IMEC alternatives underline growing geo-economic convergence. 

3. Implications for India’s West Asia Outreach 

 India’s involvement signals continued relevance in regional peace-building efforts. 

 Supports India’s energy security and diaspora interests in the region. 

 Enhances India’s diplomatic visibility amid U.S. and Arab-led negotiations. 

4. Shifts in Global Mediation Framework 

 Egypt and the U.S. playing co-host roles indicate regional multilateral diplomacy over traditional Western dominance. 

 India’s participation shows its readiness to be part of multi-polar conflict resolution initiatives. 

Strategic Implications 

 For India: Demonstrates proactive but balanced role in global peace processes. 

 For Egypt: Strengthens its position as a diplomatic hub between Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. 

 For the Region: Signals cautious optimism for post-war reconstruction and humanitarian cooperation. 

 For IMEC and Connectivity: Highlights need to diversify routes due to evolving geopolitical risks. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Ensuring that the ceasefire holds amid fragile trust between Israel and Hamas. 

 Balancing relations with Israel, Arab states, and Iran simultaneously. 

 Managing humanitarian aid and reconstruction financing in conflict-affected Gaza. 

 Avoiding polarization in international forums over Palestinian statehood. 

Conclusion 

India’s participation at the Sharm el-Sheikh Gaza Summit underlines its principled diplomacy rooted in dialogue and peace. 

While logistical constraints kept the Prime Minister away, New Delhi’s engagement through MoSKirtivardhan Singh signifies 

India’s solidarity with peace efforts and regional partners like Egypt. Amid complex power dynamics in West Asia, India continues 

to pursue a policy of strategic autonomy, aligning with its vision of global peace, stability, and inclusive development. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques: The Peace Summit on Gaza held at Sharm el-Sheikh was co-hosted by which two countries? 

(A) Egypt and Israel 

(B) Egypt and the United States 

(C) Egypt and Qatar 

(D) Israel and the United Kingdom 

Ans : b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques: Critically examine India’s approach to the Gaza conflict in light of its strategic relations with both Israel and the Arab 

world. (250 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page : 09: GS 2 : Indian Polity/ Prelims 

India is gradually positioning itself as a hub for international commercial dispute resolution — a role once considered 

unimaginable. The recent India Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Week, organized by the Mumbai Centre for International 

Arbitration (MCIA), marked a turning point, with top global arbitration experts engaging with Indian counterparts — signaling 

India’s growing credibility in global legal services. 

Parallelly, the Bar Council of India’s 2025 Rules for Registration and Regulation of Foreign Lawyers and Law Firms represent a 

calibrated step toward liberalizing India’s legal market, allowing foreign lawyers limited rights to practice international and 

home-country law in India. 

Key Highlights 

1. Evolution of Foreign Legal Practice in India 

 Early Resistance (1990s–2018): 

o Lawyers Collective (2009) – Bombay HC 

barred foreign firms from practicing corporate 

or litigation work. 

o A.K. Balaji (2012) – Madras HC reaffirmed the 

bar, allowing only temporary foreign law 

advice. 

o Supreme Court (2018) – Permitted “fly-in, fly-

out” consultations but not permanent offices. 

 Concerns: 

o Fear of foreign dominance due to smaller, 

fragmented Indian firms. 

o Need for domestic capacity building before 

full liberalization. 

2. The 2025 Framework 

 New Rules by the Bar Council of India (BCI): 

o Allows foreign lawyers/firms to register 

and advise on: 

 Home-country law 

 International law 

 International arbitrations seated in 

India 

o Prohibits: Practicing Indian law or appearing in Indian courts unless enrolled with the Bar. 

o Conditions: 

 Registration and ministry certification required 

 Annual compliance filings 

 “Fly-in” work capped at 60 days per year 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 Reciprocity clause — only those from countries where Indian lawyers enjoy similar rights can operate in 

India 

3. Domestic Legal Transformation 

 Indian law firms have expanded rapidly — from 15–20 lawyers to over 1,000-member teams. 

 Growth has been largely organic, without foreign direct investment. 

 Many Indian lawyers now hold dual or triple qualifications, practicing in global jurisdictions. 

Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) India positioning as global arbitration hub via MCIA and ADR Week. 

Bar Council of India (BCI) 2025 rules liberalizing entry of foreign law firms under regulatory supervision. 

Reciprocity Principle in International Law Core foundation for foreign lawyer participation in India. 

Atmanirbhar Bharat & Service Sector Reform Strengthening domestic legal industry while engaging global expertise. 

Ease of Doing Business & Arbitration Reform Enhancing India’s credibility as an international investment destination. 

 

Analytical Perspective 

1. Strategic Liberalization 

India’s legal sector reform follows Aristotle’s “Golden Mean” — balancing openness with caution. 

The framework ensures foreign expertise complements, not replaces, domestic capacity. 

2. Boost to India’s Global Legal Image 

By inviting global arbitration experts and foreign law firms, India enhances its reputation as a credible dispute resolution venue. 

This supports India’s broader ambition to be an investment-friendly economy. 

3. Strengthening Domestic Legal Capability 

The gradual entry of foreign law firms will likely: 

 Encourage knowledge exchange and best practices. 

 Create incentives for Indian firms to scale, specialize, and globalize further. 

 Foster professionalism and ethical modernization within the Bar. 

4. Economic and Policy Synergy 

Legal sector liberalization complements ongoing reforms in trade, services, and FDI, strengthening India’s position in the 

knowledge economy. 
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Strategic Implications 

 Global Arbitration Hub: India may emerge as a preferred seat for international arbitration, reducing outflow to Singapore 

or London. 

 Professional Mobility: Reciprocity clauses may open opportunities for Indian lawyers abroad. 

 Judicial Diplomacy: Enhances India’s soft power through legal cooperation and global rule-of-law leadership. 

 Investment Confidence: Transparent legal processes attract more cross-border investors. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Compliance Burden: Over-regulation may deter some foreign firms. 

 Protection of Domestic Interests: Ensuring foreign entry doesn’t undermine smaller Indian firms. 

 Reciprocity Gaps: Not all countries offer equivalent access to Indian lawyers. 

 Coordination Issues: Need for synergy among BCI, Ministry of Law, and arbitration institutions. 

Conclusion 

India’s approach to legal sector reform exemplifies measured global integration — neither protectionist nor reckless. 

By combining openness with regulatory prudence, India is building the capacity to become a world-class legal hub, echoing 

Tagore’s wisdom: 

 “Everything comes to us that belongs to us if we create the capacity to receive it.” 

As India walks this path — slowly, deliberately, and confidently — it strengthens both its legal profession and its standing in the 

global order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques :Consider the following statements regarding the Bar Council of India (BCI) 2025 rules: 

1. Foreign law firms can set up permanent offices in India to practice Indian law. 

2. Foreign lawyers can provide advice on international law and home-country law in India. 

3. There is a reciprocity condition for foreign law firms to operate in India. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

A) 1 only 

B) 2 and 3 only 

C) 1 and 2 only 

D) All of the above 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques:The 2025 Bar Council of India rules for registration of foreign lawyers reflect a cautious yet progressive approach. Critically 

examine how these reforms balance India’s domestic legal capacity with global integration.(150 Words) 
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Page 09 :GS 2: Social Justice / Prelims 

Cash transfers in India have emerged as a central tool for women-focused social policy, aiming to provide financial support and 

foster self-employment. Recently, Bihar launched the MukhyamantriMahilaRojgarYojana, transferring ₹10,000 to 75 lakh women 

as seed capital, with potential top-ups of ₹2 lakh for successful ventures. Other examples include Karnataka’s Gruha Lakshmi, 

West Bengal’s LakshmirBhandar, Madhya Pradesh’s LadliBehnaYojana, and Telangana’s Mahalakshmi, all facilitated via India’s 

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) framework built on the JAM trinity: Jan Dhan accounts, Aadhaar, and mobile phones. 

While India has made remarkable progress in formal financial inclusion — with 89% of women holding bank accounts and 

women owning 55.7% of PMJDY accounts — the question remains: does access to cash equate to genuine economic agency for 

women? 

 

Key Highlights 

1. Expansion of Women-Focused Cash Transfers 
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 Seed capital transfers (e.g., Bihar) aim to promote entrepreneurship and self-employment. 

 DBT infrastructure enables targeted delivery and transparency. 

 Over 56 crore PMJDY accounts opened; majority women-owned. 

2. Current Usage Patterns 

 Around 20% of accounts remain dormant, especially in rural/semi-urban areas. 

 Cash withdrawals dominate; usage for savings, credit, or digital payments remains limited. 

 Digital divide and mobile access issues hinder active financial participation. 

3. Barriers to Agency 

 Patriarchal norms constrain women’s decision-making power. 

 Low mobile phone ownership (19% less than men) restricts independent digital banking. 

 Financial and digital literacy gaps force women to rely on male relatives for transactions. 

4. Complementary Measures for Empowerment 

 Asset control: Secure property rights and joint land titles to enable credit access. 

 Digital inclusion: Subsidized smartphones, affordable data, and women-friendly fintech solutions. 

 Community support: Digital banking sakhis, secure WhatsApp/UPI groups, and female business correspondents (<10% 

currently). 

Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) Core mechanism for targeted, cash-based social welfare. 

JAM Trinity (Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, Mobile) Enables transparency, delivery, and potential digital empowerment. 

Women’s Financial Inclusion 89% account ownership; foundation for economic identity. 

Gender and Welfare Policy Cash transfers increasingly used for political outreach and women’s empowerment. 

Atmanirbhar Bharat / Entrepreneurship Seed capital for self-employment aligns with women-led economic development. 

 

Analytical Perspective 

1. Access vs. Agency 

 Cash transfers increase visible control over resources, enhancing women’s say in household decisions. 

 However, mere account ownership does not guarantee sustained empowerment. 

2. Structural and Social Barriers 

 Patriarchal norms, low digital literacy, and shared device access limit independent use of financial resources. 

 Digital inclusion is critical to convert financial access into autonomous decision-making. 
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3. Policy Design Considerations 

 Complementary support, such as financial literacy programs and asset ownership reforms, is essential. 

 Community-based networks and women-specific banking services can foster confidence and long-term financial agency. 

4. Economic Implications 

 Women-controlled financial resources contribute to household welfare and local economic activity. 

 Empowered women can leverage credit and market participation, supporting inclusive growth. 

Strategic Implications 

 Women’s Economic Agency: Cash transfers can enhance economic identity but need accompanying measures to ensure 

agency. 

 Entrepreneurial Growth: Seed capital programs can stimulate women-led enterprises. 

 Digital Empowerment: Integration of women into digital financial systems strengthens financial independence and 

formal economy participation. 

 Policy Synergy: Combining DBT, asset reforms, and financial literacy can create sustainable pathways for empowerment. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Dormant Accounts: Overcoming non-use and low engagement in formal banking. 

 Digital Divide: Limited access to smartphones, data, and secure digital tools. 

 Patriarchal Constraints: Cultural norms restricting control over finances. 

 Sustainability: Ensuring long-term self-employment success beyond initial cash transfers. 

Conclusion 

Cash transfers represent a significant step toward financial inclusion and women’s economic empowerment, but access alone 

does not guarantee agency. For programs like Bihar’s RojgarYojana to truly transform women’s lives, financial access must be 

complemented with asset control, digital empowerment, and community-based support networks. Only then can India bridge 

the gap from financial inclusion to genuine agency, enabling women to control, grow, and sustain resources for their 

advancement. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Question   

Ques:Consider the following statements about the JAM Trinity in India: 

1. Jan Dhan accounts provide universal access to banking. 

2. Aadhaar ensures identity verification for financial inclusion. 

3. Mobile phones are used to access and operate accounts digitally. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

A) 1 and 2 only 

B) 1 and 3 only 

C) 2 and 3 only 

D) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans : d) 

UPSC Mains Practice Question   

Ques:Assess the impact of the JAM trinity (Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, Mobile) on women’s financial inclusion in India. To what extent 

has it translated into economic agency and empowerment? Suggest complementary measures to strengthen outcomes.(150 

Words) 
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Page : 08 Editorial Analysis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : 

The Great Nicobar Island in the Andaman and Nicobar archipelago is one of the world’s major biodiversity hotspots, acting as a 

global carbon sink and climate regulator. The Indian government’s proposed mega-development plan — including a power 

plant, township, transshipment port, and airport — threatens 13,000 hectares of pristine forests and raises urgent questions 

about environmental protection, tribal rights, and the legal recognition of nature. 

GS. Paper 3–Environment 

UPSC Mains Practice Question:Legal personhood for natural entities can strengthen environmental 

governance in India. Discuss with reference to the Great Nicobar Island project and international experiences 

like the Atrato River case. (150 Words) 
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Key Highlights 

1. Judicial Precedent: Niyamgiri Hills Case (2013) 

 Supreme Court upheld the rights of the DongriaKondh tribe against bauxite mining in Odisha. 

 Gram Sabha referendum was conducted; unanimous rejection of the project. 

 Emphasized tribal competence in safeguarding cultural identity, community resources, and forest rights under the Forest 

Rights Act, 2006 (FRA). 

2. Current Concerns in Great Nicobar 

 Tribal Council of Little and Great Nicobar reported that forest rights under FRA were not settled prior to forest diversion. 

 Allegations of false representation by Andaman and Nicobar Administration to the Centre regarding tribal rights. 

3. Legal Personhood for Nature 

 Inspired by ‘earth jurisprudence’ and Christopher Stone’s 1972 article, granting rights to non-human natural entities. 

 Uttarakhand High Court (2017) granted legal personhood to Ganga and Yamuna rivers and glaciers (Mohd. Salim vs 

State of Uttarakhand), though stayed by SC. 

 Concept includes guardianship bodies to protect natural entities and enable legal standing. 

4. Global Guidance 

 Colombia – Atrato River Case (2016):Recognisedbio-cultural rights for ethnic communities to protect natural habitats. 

 Emphasized formation of guardian commissions including indigenous representatives. 

Static and Current Linkages 

Static Topic Current Relevance 

Forest Rights Act, 2006 Framework for recognising tribal rights over forests and customary lands. 

Judicial Activism in Environmental Law 
Niyamgiri case demonstrates judicial protection of tribal and environmental 

rights. 

Legal Personhood of Nature 
Uttarakhand HC case and global examples suggest expanding FRA to include 

nature’s rights. 

Bio-cultural Rights 
Atrato River case as guidance for integrating indigenous stewardship with 

ecological protection. 

Mega-Development Projects in Sensitive 

Ecosystems 
Great Nicobar project highlights conflict between development and conservation. 

Analytical Perspective 

1. Environmental and Ecological Risk 

 Large-scale infrastructure threatens forest ecosystems, biodiversity, and carbon sinks. 
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 Disruption to island ecology could have regional and global climate implications. 

2. Tribal Rights and Participation 

 FRA mandates settlement of forest rights by tribal councils before diversion. 

 Failure to consult indigenous communities violates both law and ethical governance principles. 

3. Rights of Nature as Legal Innovation 

 Legal personhood assigns rights and protections to natural entities via guardians. 

 Ensures ecological concerns are addressed directly, not only through human impact. 

4. Policy and Governance Implications 

 Integrating guardian bodies and indigenous representation can strengthen environmental governance. 

 Establishing clear legal obligations for guardianship ensures accountability. 

Strategic Implications 

 Biodiversity Conservation: Protecting Great Nicobar aligns with India’s commitments under Convention on Biological 

Diversity and climate mitigation targets. 

 Indigenous Empowerment: Recognition of tribal authority fosters inclusive and participatory governance. 

 Legal Innovation: Adoption of rights of nature frameworks can set precedent for other ecological hotspots in India. 

 Conflict Mitigation: Early incorporation of nature and tribal rights reduces legal and social conflicts in development 

projects. 

Challenges Ahead 

 Legal Clarity:Defining specific rights of natural entities and responsibilities of guardians. 

 Implementation:Ensuring genuine participation of indigenous communities in monitoring and decision-making. 

 Balancing Development and Conservation:Mega-projects often prioritize economic gains over ecological 

sustainability. 

 Judicial and Policy Alignment:Harmonizing FRA, environmental law, and emerging nature-rights jurisprudence. 

Conclusion 

The Great Nicobar project underscores the urgent need to reconcile development with ecological preservation and tribal rights. 

Legal personhood for natural entities, inspired by global examples and India’s own judiciary, offers a framework for protecting 

ecosystems while respecting indigenous governance. Moving forward, integrating guardian bodies, bio-cultural rights, and 

proactive environmental governance is essential to ensure sustainable development and protect India’s ecological heritage. 
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