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Page 01 : GS III : Science & Technology / Prelims Exam 

News Analysis 1: PSLV-C62 strays from flight path, fails to launch satellite 

The recent failure of the PSLV-C62 mission marks the second consecutive setback for India’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle, 

raising concerns over the reliability of India’s otherwise proven launch systems. The mission failed due to an anomaly in the third 

stage, leading to the loss of the EOS-N1 satellite and multiple co-passenger satellites. 

Core Analysis 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) reported a “roll rate 

disturbance” towards the end of the third stage (PS3), causing deviation from 

the intended flight path. 

The third stage is a solid fuel motor, and disturbances here are particularly 

serious because solid motors cannot be throttled or shut down once ignited. 

A similar failure occurred in PSLV-C61 (May 2025), where telemetry indicated a 

sudden chamber pressure drop, pointing towards possible structural failure, 

nozzle malfunction, or casing breach. 

The recurrence suggests a systemic issue, possibly linked to manufacturing 

quality, material integrity, or inspection lapses rather than random failure. 

The PS3 stage lacks independent roll control thrusters and depends on the fourth 

stage for stabilisation, making it vulnerable to asymmetric thrust or gas 

leakage. 

Conclusion 

The PSLV-C62 failure highlights the critical importance of rigorous quality assurance 

and transparent post-failure analysis. For a technologically mature launch vehicle, 

repeated third-stage anomalies are unacceptable and demand institutional 

introspection and corrective reform. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

News Analysis 2: What do two PSLV mission failures in a row mean for ISRO? 

The back-to-back failures of PSLV missions have implications beyond technology, directly affecting India’s ambitions in the 

global commercial launch market and its credibility as a reliable spacefaring nation. 

Core Analysis 

PSLV is marketed commercially through NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) as a cost-effective and dependable launch option. 

Consecutive failures will likely lead to: 

Increased insurance premiums for PSLV launches. 

Hesitation among international customers and startups. 

Reputational damage in a competitive launch market dominated by SpaceX, 

Arianespace, and emerging Chinese providers. 

The EOS-N1 satellite, reportedly built for strategic purposes by Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO), was uninsured, meaning the financial burden falls 

directly on the state. 

Private co-passenger satellites may be covered by commercial insurance, but NSIL may still face 

contractual obligations such as re-flight guarantees or refunds. 

The standard “waiver of liability” regime protects ISRO legally, but not reputationally. 

Conclusion 

While ISRO remains legally insulated, the commercial fallout of repeated failures could undermine 

India’s position as an affordable and reliable launch service provider. Restoring confidence is 

essential for sustaining India’s space economy and private-sector participation. 
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News Analysis 3: Troubling repeat : ISRO must begin rebuilding quality assurance protocols 

The handling of the PSLV-C61 and C62 failures has triggered debate on transparency and governance within ISRO, especially 

regarding the non-disclosure of the Failure Analysis Committee (FAC) report. 

Core Analysis 

The FAC report on PSLV-C61 was submitted to the Prime Minister’s Office but not 

released publicly, despite PSLV being a civilian and commercial launch vehicle. 

Possible reasons for secrecy include: 

Protection of sensitive payload information. 

Avoiding reputational and commercial damage. 

However, the lack of transparency has consequences: 

Prevents independent technical scrutiny. 

Weakens public trust in a publicly funded institution. 

Raises questions about the robustness of the “return-to-flight” clearance process. 

The decision to proceed with PSLV-C62 without public disclosure of corrective measures 

suggests procedural haste, possibly influenced by strategic payload urgency. 

This marks a shift from ISRO’s traditional culture of scientific openness toward 

bureaucratic opacity. 

Conclusion 

For long-term credibility, ISRO must balance strategic confidentiality with institutional 

transparency. Releasing redacted technical findings of the PSLV-C61 failure would strengthen 

accountability, improve quality assurance, and restore public and commercial confidence. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question 

Ques: In the context of space missions, the term “roll rate disturbance” refers to: 

(a) Loss of orbital velocity 

(b) Uncontrolled rotation of the launch vehicle along its longitudinal axis 

(c) Sudden drop in engine chamber pressure 

(d) Deviation in payload separation timing 

Ans : b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question 

Ques: Two consecutive failures of the PSLV launch vehicle raise concerns over India’s space launch reliability. Examine the 

possible technical and institutional reasons behind such failures. (250 Words) 
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Page 01: GS III : Indian Economy / Prelims Exam 

India’s retail inflation, measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI), rose to 1.33% in December 2025, marking a three-month 

high, according to data released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. Despite this uptick, inflation 

remains well below the lower threshold of 2% under the inflation-targeting framework of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), 

which aims for 4% inflation with a tolerance band of ±2%. The data point to a broad-based decline in prices across sectors, 

even as core inflation shows signs of firmness. 

 

Inflation (in short) 
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Inflation is the sustained increase in the general price level of goods and services in an economy over time, which results i n 

a decline in the purchasing power of money. 

Types of Inflation 

Demand-Pull Inflation: Occurs when aggregate demand exceeds aggregate supply (e.g., high income, excess liquidity). 

Cost-Push Inflation: Caused by a rise in production costs such as wages, raw materials, fuel, or taxes. 

Creeping (Mild) Inflation: Slow and manageable inflation, usually below 3%, considered healthy for growth. 

Walking (Moderate) Inflation: Inflation in the range of 3–7%, requires close monitoring by policymakers. 

Running (High) Inflation: Rapid inflation, typically above 7–10%, harmful to economic stability. 

Hyperinflation: Extremely high and uncontrollable inflation, leading to collapse of currency value. 

Core Inflation: Inflation excluding food and fuel, used to assess underlying price pressures. 

Headline Inflation: Overall inflation including all commodities, commonly measured by CPI. 

Imported Inflation: Arises due to rise in prices of imported goods or currency depreciation. 

Structural Inflation : Caused by structural rigidities such as supply bottlenecks or poor infrastructure. 

Key Drivers and Sectoral Trends 

Food and Beverages Deflation 

Prices in the food and beverages category contracted by 1.85%, continuing deflationary trends, though less 

sharply than in November. 

This moderation is largely attributed to a high base effect, as food inflation had been elevated in December 2024. 

However, persistent price pressures in meat, oils, and fruits could reverse this trend, as highlighted by economists 

from Bank of Baroda. 

Moderation in Non-Food Categories 

Inflation in clothing and footwear, housing, and fuel and light eased marginally, indicating soft demand conditions 

and subdued cost pressures. 

Stable inflation in pan, tobacco, and intoxicants reflects limited pass-through of price changes in discretionary 

consumption. 

Rise in Core Inflation 
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Core CPI rose to a 28-month high of 4.8%, signalling underlying inflationary pressures. 

Importantly, this rise was driven primarily by precious metals; excluding gold and silver, core inflation remained 

muted at 2.4%, as noted by analysts from ICRA Limited. 

This divergence suggests that demand-side inflation remains weak, while asset-linked prices are driving headline 

core inflation. 

Implications for Monetary Policy and the Economy 

Policy Space for RBI: Persistently low headline inflation provides the RBI with policy flexibility to prioritise growth, 

especially in a context of uneven recovery and global uncertainty. 

Risks Ahead: Potential upside risks include food price volatility, global commodity shocks, and imported inflation. A 

sustained rise in core inflation could also constrain accommodative monetary policy in the medium term. 

Demand Conditions: Broad-based price declines indicate subdued aggregate demand, pointing to the need for continued 

fiscal support and structural reforms to stimulate consumption and investment. 

Conclusion 

The December 2025 inflation data reflect a benign headline inflation environment, largely driven by food price deflation and 

easing pressures across most sectors. However, the rise in core inflation—though concentrated in precious metals—warrants 

cautious monitoring. For policymakers, the challenge lies in balancing growth support with vigilance against emerging 

inflationary risks, ensuring that temporary price softness does not mask underlying structural vulnerabilities in the economy. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques : A “high base effect” leads to lower inflation mainly because: 

(a) Demand in the economy contracts sharply 

(b) Supply shocks reduce prices 

(c) Prices were unusually high in the previous period 

(d) Monetary policy becomes contractionary 

Ans: c) 

UPSC Mians Exam Practice Question   

Ques : Analyze the role of food price dynamics and base effects in keeping India’s retail inflation below the Reserve Bank of 

India’s comfort band. What risks do these trends pose for future inflation management? 
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Page 01 & 06 : GS II : International Relations 

India and Germany have taken a significant step in deepening their strategic partnership with the signing of an agreement to 

strengthen bilateral defence industrial cooperation, with a focus on co-production and co-development. The agreement was 

concluded during the visit of German Chancellor Friedrich Merz to India, following talks with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

This development comes at a time of rising geopolitical instability and increasing emphasis on trusted partnerships in defence, 

technology, and supply chains. 

 

Key Dimensions of the Agreement 
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Defence Industrial Cooperation 

The pact aims to move beyond a buyer–seller relationship towards joint production, technology transfer, and 

collaborative R&D. 

It aligns with India’s Atmanirbhar Bharat and defence indigenisation goals, while offering Germany access to India’s 

expanding defence manufacturing ecosystem. 

Strategic and Geopolitical Context 

The two leaders highlighted cooperation in the Indo-Pacific, signalling convergence on maritime security, freedom 

of navigation, and rule-based order. 

Chancellor Merz’s reference to “rough winds” in global politics reflects shared concerns over conflicts such as 

Ukraine and Gaza, terrorism, and systemic instability. 

Economic and Trade Linkages 

Germany emphasised the need to counter the rise of protectionism and strengthen global supply chains. 

Both sides reiterated support for concluding the India–EU Free Trade Agreement, which could boost trade, 

investment, and technology flows amid strains in other trade relationships. 

Broader Bilateral Engagement 

Multiple MoUs were signed in areas such as skilled workforce mobility, higher education, and sports, reflecting a 

comprehensive partnership beyond defence. 

The visit also coincided with 25 years of strategic partnership and 75 years of diplomatic relations, underlining 

the maturity of India–Germany ties. 

Soft Power and People-to-People Connect 

The joint participation of the two leaders in the International Kite Festival in Ahmedabad symbolised cultural 

diplomacy and people-centric engagement, complementing strategic cooperation. 

Significance for India 

Strategic Autonomy: Diversification of defence partners reduces overdependence on a single supplier. 

Technology and Manufacturing: Scope for high-end German defence technology supports indigenous capability building. 

Global Positioning: Enhances India’s profile as a reliable partner in Europe amid shifting global alliances. 

Economic Security: Collaboration on supply chains and FTA negotiations can cushion external trade shocks. 

Conclusion 
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The India–Germany defence industrial cooperation agreement reflects a strategic convergence driven by shared security 

concerns, economic complementarities, and commitment to multilateralism. By emphasising co-production, co-

development, and trusted supply chains, the partnership moves towards long-term strategic depth rather than transactional 

engagement. For India, this marks another step in leveraging external partnerships to strengthen domestic capacity, strategic 

autonomy, and its role in an increasingly multipolar world. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: How does strengthening defence and supply-chain cooperation with Germany help India navigate rising protectionism 

and geopolitical instability? (150 words) 
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Page 04 : GS II : International Relations  

The announcement that India will be invited to join “Pax Silica”, a U.S.-led multilateral initiative on semiconductors, critical 

minerals, and artificial intelligence, marks an important development in India–U.S. strategic and technological engagement. 

The statement was made by incoming U.S. Ambassador Sergio Gor, reflecting Washington’s intent to deepen cooperation with 

India in high-technology and supply-chain resilience amid evolving geopolitical and economic realities. 

 

What is Pax Silica? 

Pax Silica is an eight-nation U.S.-led framework aimed at cooperation in: 

Semiconductor supply chains 

Critical minerals essential for clean energy and electronics 

Artificial Intelligence and advanced technologies 

India was not part of the original launch in December, despite being a Quad member and a major technology market. 
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Its proposed inclusion signals recognition of India’s strategic weight and technological potential. 

Strategic Significance for India 

Semiconductor and Technology Ecosystem 

Supports India’s ambition to become a global semiconductor manufacturing and design hub. 

Complements domestic initiatives such as production-linked incentives (PLI) and digital public infrastructure. 

Supply Chain Resilience 

Reduces dependence on concentrated supply chains, especially in East Asia. 

Aligns with India’s interests in trusted and diversified global supply chains. 

Geopolitical Alignment 

Reinforces India’s position in the U.S.-led strategic technology architecture, alongside Quad and I2U2 partners. 

Enhances India’s leverage in the Indo-Pacific without entering formal alliances, consistent with strategic autonomy. 

India–U.S. Relations: Broader Context 

The announcement comes amid trade frictions, including: 

U.S. imposition of high tariffs on Indian goods 

Delays in concluding the bilateral trade agreement, despite multiple negotiation rounds led by Commerce Minister 

Piyush Goyal 

Diplomatic tensions have also arisen over: 

U.S. claims regarding mediation in the India–Pakistan conflict 

India’s continued import of Russian oil, defended on market-based grounds 

Despite these challenges, Ambassador Gor’s remarks emphasise high-level political engagement, including frequent 

interactions between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and U.S. President Donald Trump. 

Diplomatic and Institutional Implications 

Mr. Gor’s unconventional public arrival and early policy signalling suggest a more assertive and media-facing diplomacy 

by the U.S. 

His dual role as U.S. Special Envoy for South and Central Asia adds regional complexity, especially given sensitivities 

around Pakistan and Bangladesh. 
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India will closely watch how Pax Silica participation aligns with its interests vis-à-vis the EU, Russia, and Global South 

partnerships. 

Conclusion 

India’s likely inclusion in Pax Silica represents a strategic recalibration in India–U.S. relations, shifting focus from trade 

disputes to long-term cooperation in critical and emerging technologies. While challenges remain in trade, tariffs, and 

geopolitical perceptions, the move underscores India’s growing centrality in global technology governance. For India, effective 

participation will depend on balancing strategic partnerships with autonomy, leveraging technology collaboration to strengthen 

domestic capacity, and navigating great-power politics with prudence. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques : India is likely to be invited to join the U.S.-led initiative “Pax Silica”, focused on cooperation in semiconductors, critical 

minerals, and artificial intelligence. In this context, examine the strategic significance of India’s participation in such 

technology-driven minilateral groupings. What opportunities and challenges does this pose for India’s strategic autonomy and 

economic security? (250 words) 
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Page 09 : GS III : Environment & Ecology  
The operationalisation of Article 6 of the Paris Agreement at COP29 marks a major turning point in global climate 

governance. For India, the decision to actively participate in Article 6 mechanisms—especially after signing the Joint Crediting 

Mechanism (JCM) in August 2025—signals a shift from cautious engagement to strategic utilisation of international carbon 

markets. Article 6 offers India not merely a financing tool, but a pathway for structural economic and technological 

transformation in a carbon-constrained world. 

 

Understanding Article 6: What It Offers 

Article 6 provides a cooperative framework allowing countries to: 
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Transfer emission reductions through Article 6.2 (bilateral/plurilateral cooperation and ITMOs), 

Generate high-integrity carbon credits under Article 6.4 (Paris Agreement Crediting Mechanism, successor to CDM). 

Crucially, the Article 6 rulebook ensures environmental integrity, transparency, and avoidance of double counting, making it 

more robust than earlier mechanisms like the Clean Development Mechanism. 

Strategic Significance of Article 6 for India 

Access to Climate Finance and Advanced Technology 

Article 6 partnerships can unlock predictable climate finance, reduce cost of capital, and facilitate technology 

transfer in areas such as green hydrogen, offshore wind, energy storage, and carbon capture. 

India’s JCM partnership with Japan illustrates how bilateral cooperation can support deployment of cutting-edge 

technologies aligned with national priorities. 

Accelerating Low-Carbon Industrial Transformation 

India’s identification of 13 priority activities under Article 6 reflects a forward-looking strategy targeting hard-to-

abate sectors like steel, cement, aviation, and heavy transport. 

This enables India to pursue deep decarbonisation without compromising growth, reinforcing the principle of 

climate action with development. 

Energy Transition with Coal Realities 

As India continues to rely on coal for energy security, Article 6 provides a pragmatic route to diversify the energy 

mix through offshore wind, marine energy, and large-scale storage. 

Green hydrogen and CCUS technologies can significantly lower emissions intensity while preserving industrial 

competitiveness. 

Strengthening Trade and Strategic Autonomy 

In a world moving towards carbon border taxes and green trade barriers, Article 6 helps India build resilient, 

climate-aligned trade relationships. 

It positions India as a credible partner in global climate markets rather than a passive rule-taker. 

Leadership in the Global South 

India can leverage Article 6 to promote South–South cooperation, sharing institutional knowledge, MRV systems, 

and financing models with other developing countries. 

This enhances India’s normative leadership in climate diplomacy. 
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Key Challenges and Policy Priorities 

Institutional and Regulatory Clarity: While India has designated a national authority for Article 6, clear rules on 

authorisation, corresponding adjustments, and credit issuance are urgently required. 

Project Approval and Governance Bottlenecks: Delays in project registration (often exceeding 1,600 days in AFOLU 

projects) undermine investor confidence. A single-window clearance mechanism and Cabinet-level steering oversight 

are essential. 

Building a Carbon Removals Market: Rising global demand for removals presents an opportunity for India in areas like 

biochar and enhanced rock weathering, where Article 6 can support market creation. 

Conclusion 

Article 6 is not merely a carbon trading provision for India; it is a strategic instrument for economic modernisation, 

technological upgrading, and climate-resilient growth. If supported by strong domestic institutions, streamlined governance, 

and proactive diplomacy, Article 6 can help India align its development trajectory with global climate goals while safeguarding 

energy security and strategic autonomy. For India, effective use of Article 6 could redefine its role from a climate negotiator to a 

climate solutions provider. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques : Article 6 of the Paris Agreement has emerged as a key instrument for climate finance and low-carbon transition. Discuss 

how India can strategically leverage Article 6 mechanisms to achieve its developmental objectives while ensuring 

environmental integrity. (250 words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
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Context :  

India’s vision of becoming a Viksit Bharat and a $30 trillion economy by 2047 places human capital at the centre of national 

transformation. While infrastructure, industry, and digital growth dominate policy debates, a foundational pillar remains 

underemphasised: Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD). Scientific evidence and global experience show that 

investments made in the first 3,000 days of life yield the highest and most durable returns. As recognised by World Health 

Organization and UNICEF, early childhood is a decisive window for shaping cognitive, physical, and emotional capacities. For 

India, ECCD is not welfare—it is a strategic economic and social investment. 

Why Early Childhood Investment Matters 

Human Capital and Economic Returns 

Well-nourished, emotionally secure, and cognitively stimulated children are more likely to complete education, 

acquire skills, and contribute productively to the economy. 

Early investments reduce future public expenditure on healthcare, remedial education, and social protection, while 

expanding the tax base. 

Scientific Basis of Early Intervention 

Nearly 80–85% of brain development occurs in the first 1,000 days, with neural connections formed rapidly 

during this phase. 

Epigenetic research shows that preconception health, maternal nutrition, stress, and environment influence lifelong 

outcomes, including non-communicable diseases. 

Equity and Social Mobility 

ECCD helps break intergenerational cycles of poverty, gender disadvantage, and regional inequality. 

Importantly, developmental risks now affect all socio-economic groups, including middle- and upper-income 

households, due to obesity, screen exposure, emotional stress, and lifestyle factors—making ECCD a universal 

necessity, not a targeted scheme. 

GS Paper II : Social Justice  

UPSC Mians Practice Question: Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) is not a welfare measure but 

a strategic investment in India’s human capital. Discuss in the context of India’s aspiration to become a 

developed nation by 2047. (250 Words) 
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India’s Experience: Achievements and Gaps 

India has made substantial gains in child survival through programmes such as National Health Mission and Integrated 

Child Development Services, now restructured as Mission Saksham Anganwadi and POSHAN 2.0. 

These interventions successfully reduced infant and under-five mortality and improved immunisation and nutrition coverage. 

However, the focus has largely remained on survival rather than holistic development, with fragmented approaches and 

limited emphasis on early stimulation, emotional well-being, and caregiving support—especially in the critical first 1,000 

days. 

Policy Imperatives for India 

Integrated ECCD Framework 

Move beyond siloed nutrition or schooling programmes to a unified approach covering health, nutrition, early 

learning, and emotional well-being from conception to eight years. 

Preconception and Parental Support 

Institutionalise preconception and premarital counselling on nutrition, mental health, and lifestyle. 

Establish nationwide parental education on responsive caregiving, play, reading, and early stimulation. 

Early Detection and Quality Care 

Train families in growth monitoring and developmental milestones to enable early identification of delays. 

Invest in high-quality care and learning systems for children aged 2–5 years to address both undernutrition and 

emerging risks like obesity. 

Institutional Convergence and Social Mobilisation 

Ensure coordination among the Ministries of Health, Education, and Women & Child Development. 

Schools should evolve into integrated hubs for learning, health, and nutrition, with teachers trained in child 

development beyond academics. 

Conclusion 

India’s long-term economic competitiveness and social cohesion will be determined not by short-term growth indicators, but by 

the quality of investments made in its youngest citizens. Early childhood development offers the highest return on public 

investment, with benefits that are intergenerational, inclusive, and irreversible if missed. A national, citizen-led ECCD mission, 

backed by strong inter-ministerial coordination and societal ownership, can become the missing link in India’s journey towards 

sustainable development and true nation-building. 

 


