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Page 01 & 04 : GS II : International Relations / Prelims Exam 
In a significant escalation of the ongoing conflict between Pakistan and the Taliban-led Afghanistan, an overnight airstrike on 

March 16, 2026, reportedly hit the Omid Addiction Treatment Hospital in Kabul. According to Afghan officials, the strike killed at 

least 408 people and injured over 260, marking the deadliest single incident since hostilities flared in early 2026. While 

Afghanistan labels the act a "crime against humanity," Pakistan maintains the strike precisely targeted military infrastructure 

(specifically Camp Phoenix) allegedly used by terror proxies like the TTP. 

Core Analysis: The Pak-Afghan Conflict (2026) 

1. Key Points of Contention 

Target Discrepancy: The Afghan Taliban identifies the site as a 

2,000-bed drug rehab center (formerly a US NATO base, Camp 

Phoenix). Pakistan claims the site was being used as an 

ammunition and technical storage facility for the Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP). 

The "Open War" Declaration: Tensions have moved from border 

skirmishes along the Durand Line to what Pakistan’s Defense 

Ministry has termed "open war." This follows a collapse of the 

Qatar-mediated ceasefire in late 2025. 

Casualty Claims: The high death toll (400+) is being used by Kabul 

to seek international condemnation, while Islamabad dismisses 

these figures as "propaganda" to mask the presence of militants 

in civilian-adjacent zones. 

2. India’s Strategic Response 

India’s "unequivocal condemnation" is a notable shift in its 

neighborhood policy: 

Sovereignty Argument: By calling the strike a "blatant assault on Afghanistan’s sovereignty," India is positioning itself as a 

defender of Afghan territorial integrity, regardless of the regime in power. 

Counter-Terrorism Narrative: India accused Pakistan of "externalizing internal failures," suggesting that Pakistan's 

domestic security issues (insurgency in Balochistan and KP) are being redirected through cross-border aggression. 

Humanitarian Diplomacy: Highlighting that the attack occurred during Ramzan adds a moral dimension to India’s 

diplomatic offensive against Pakistan at international forums like the UN. 

Static Linkages (UPSC Syllabus Context) 

I. The Durand Line Dispute 
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Historical Context: Established in 1893 between Sir Mortimer Durand 

and Amir Abdur Rahman Khan. It serves as the 2,670 km 

international border. 

Issue: Successive Afghan governments (including the Taliban) have 

never formally recognized it, as it bisects the Pashtun ethnic 

homeland. This remains the root cause of border "fence" 

skirmishes. 

II. Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 

Definition: An umbrella organization of various Islamist militant 

groups operating along the Afghan–Pakistani border. 

Security Paradox: Pakistan helped the Afghan Taliban return to 

power in 2021, hoping they would neutralize the TTP. Instead, the 

Afghan Taliban views the TTP as ideological brothers, leading to 

the current fallout. 

III. India’s Interests in Afghanistan 

Strategic Depth: Preventing Afghanistan from being used as a base for anti-India terror activities. 

Connectivity: Projects like the Chabahar Port (Iran) and the Zaranj-Delaram Highway are vital for India to bypass Pakistan 

and reach Central Asian markets. 

Soft Power: India has historically focused on "Developmental Partnership," including the construction of the Afghan 

Parliament and the Salma Dam. 

Conclusion 

The Kabul hospital strike signifies a breakdown of the "strategic depth" doctrine that Pakistan once sought in Afghanistan. For 

India, the escalation presents a dual-edged sword: while it diminishes Pakistan’s influence in Kabul, the resulting regional 

instability and the rise of asymmetric warfare could spill over into the broader South Asian security architecture. The 

international community’s inability to enforce a ceasefire suggests a looming humanitarian crisis that may require renewed 

multilateral intervention. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Analyze India’s evolving policy towards Taliban-led Afghanistan in light of recent regional conflicts. (150 Words) 

 

 

 



                         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 08 : GS III : Environment / Prelims Exam 

The Union Budget 2026 has introduced a landmark ₹20,000 crore outlay for a "carbon credit programme." However, a significant 

policy "blur" has emerged regarding the primary beneficiaries of this fund. While the technical foundation—the DST's R&D 

Roadmap for CCUS (2025)—points toward heavy industry decarbonization, a parallel narrative suggests a shift toward "Carbon 

Farming" for Indian agriculturists. This analysis explores the tension between industrial Carbon Capture and nature-based 

Carbon Sequestration. 

 

Core Analysis: Smokestack vs. Soil 

1. The Industrial Pillar: CCUS for "Hard-to-Abate" Sectors 

The Budget allocation is primarily anchored in Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS) technologies. 

Target Sectors: Power, steel, cement, refineries, and chemicals. These are "hard-to-abate" because renewable energy alone 

cannot eliminate their process emissions. 
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Mechanism: Capturing CO2 from point sources (flue gases) and storing it underground or converting it into industrial 

feedstock. 

Technical Nature: It is a capital-intensive, high-tech solution focused on preventing new emissions from entering the 

atmosphere. 

2. The Agricultural Narrative: Carbon Farming 

Despite the industrial focus, there is an expectation of a "new income stream" for farmers through Carbon Dioxide Removal 

(CDR). 

Methods: Soil carbon sequestration, application of biochar, and agroforestry. 

Economic Incentive: Farmers earn "carbon credits" for every ton of CO2 they pull from the atmosphere and store in the soil, 

which can then be sold on voluntary carbon markets. 

The Conflict: Agricultural emissions (methane and nitrous oxide) are diffuse (spread over vast areas), making them 

technically unsuitable for CCUS technology, which requires concentrated point sources. 

3. The Root of Confusion: A Communication Gap 

The "blur" identified by experts stems from the conflation of two distinct frameworks: 

The CCUS Fund: A government-funded, tech-heavy industrial mandate. 

The Voluntary Carbon Market: A market-driven space where private entities buy credits from farmers to offset their own 

emissions. 

Policy Opportunity: While the ₹20,000 crore is likely for industry, the narrative highlights the need for a formal Domestic 

Carbon Market (DCM) specifically for the agriculture sector to manage expectations and provide structured income to 

farmers. 

Static Linkages  

I. Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS) 

Capture: Separating CO2 from other gases produced at industrial facilities. 

Utilization: Using CO2 in enhanced oil recovery (EOR) or creating building materials (carbonated concrete). 

Storage: Permanent injection into deep geological formations (saline aquifers or depleted oil/gas reservoirs). 

II. Carbon Credit & Carbon Markets 

Carbon Credit: A tradable permit representing the right to emit one tonne of CO2 or its equivalent (CO_2e). 

Compliance Market: Regulated by national or international regimes (e.g., EU Emissions Trading System). 
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Voluntary Market: Where businesses/individuals buy credits to meet "Net Zero" pledges voluntarily. 

III. Soil Carbon Sequestration 

Definition: The process by which CO2 is removed from the atmosphere and stored in the soil carbon pool. 

Benefits: Improves soil health, water retention, and crop resilience, directly aligning with India's National Mission for 

Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA). 

Conclusion 

India’s climate strategy is at a crossroads where it must balance "Smokestack" (Industrial) and "Soil" (Agricultural) 

decarbonization. While the Budget 2026 outlay prioritizes the former to meet global net-zero commitments, the government 

must clarify that carbon farming requires a separate institutional framework. A dual-track approach—funding CCUS for industry 

while regulating carbon markets for farmers—is essential for a comprehensive transition to a green economy. 

 

 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: With reference to Carbon Capture, Utilization and Storage (CCUS), consider the following statements: 

1. It involves capturing carbon dioxide from industrial point sources. 

2. It is mainly suitable for agricultural emissions like methane from rice cultivation. 

3. It can involve storing carbon dioxide in geological formations. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: (a)  

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   
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Ques: Explain the working of Carbon Capture, Utilization and Storage (CCUS) technology. Evaluate its potential and limitations in 

the Indian context. (150 Words) 

Page 08 : GS II : Social Justice / Prelims Exam 
The recent outbreak of Herpes Simplex Virus (HSV) at the Jalpaiguri Central Correctional Home, resulting in several deaths, has 

once again brought the dismal state of India's prison infrastructure into the spotlight. With an average occupancy rate 

significantly exceeding 100% across various states, Indian prisons have transitioned from "correctional homes" to "public health 

hazards," where overcrowding and medical vacancies create a breeding ground for 

infectious diseases like TB, HIV, and HSV. 

Core Analysis: The Prison Health Crisis 

1. The Infrastructure-Disease Link 

Overcrowding as a Vector: The Jalpaiguri facility reported a 171% occupancy rate, 

while some sub-jails in West Bengal have historically hit 400%. Such density makes 

isolation impossible, turning manageable infections into fatal outbreaks (e.g., 

encephalitis from HSV). 

Epidemiological Risk: Prisoners are five times more likely to contract Tuberculosis 

(TB) than the general population due to poor ventilation. Similarly, skin diseases 

(30% prevalence in some Kerala jails) are a direct result of humidity and lack of 

personal space. 

HIV & Screening Lapses: Shared equipment and inadequate entry-level screening lead 

to HIV prevalence rates significantly higher than the national average. 

2. The Personnel Gap 

The India Justice Report 2025 highlights a systemic failure in medical staffing: 

Medical Vacancies: A 43% vacancy rate for medical officers means the inmate-to-

doctor ratio is 2.6 times higher than the limit set by the Model Prison Manual. 

Mental Health Neglect: With only 25 psychologists for 5.7 lakh inmates, the mental 

health of prisoners—often exacerbated by long periods of incarceration as 

undertrials—is virtually ignored. 

3. The Legal and Judicial Dimension 

Rights of Inmates: The Supreme Court has repeatedly held that the Right to Health is 

a fundamental right under Article 21, which a prisoner does not forfeit upon 

incarceration. 
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The Undertrial Burden: A majority of inmates are undertrials. The delay in judicial proceedings leads to "perpetual 

overcrowding," which cannot be solved by health interventions alone but requires legal reform. 

Static Linkages  

I. Relevant Committees & Reports 

Justice Mulla Committee (1983): Recommended that prison staff should be properly trained and organized into different 

cadres, emphasizing the rehabilitative aspect of prisons. 

Justice Krishna Iyer Committee (1987): Focused on the rights of women prisoners and suggested specialized treatment 

for them. 

Model Prison Manual (2016): Provides detailed guidelines on diet, hygiene, medical services, and classification of 

prisoners, which are currently poorly implemented across States (as Prison is a State Subject under the Seventh 

Schedule). 

II. Important Judicial Pronouncements 

Charles Sobhraj v. Superintendent, Central Jail (1978): Asserted that "right to life" includes the right to basic health and 

dignity even behind bars. 

Rama Murthy v. State of Karnataka (1996): The Supreme Court identified overcrowding as a primary ground for prison 

reform. 

III. Prison Statistics India (PSI) Report 

Published annually by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB). It serves as the primary data source for understanding 

occupancy rates, demographics of inmates (caste/religion), and custodial deaths. 

Way Forward: A Multi-Pronged Strategy 

Sector Proposed Action 

Health Integrate prisons into the National Health Mission (NHM) to ensure standardized care and funding. 

Staffing Immediate recruitment to fill the 43% vacancy in medical cadres and increase the number of psychologists. 

Legal 
Expand the use of Section 436A of CrPC (now BNSS), allowing release of undertrials who have served half their 

maximum potential sentence. 

Technology Use of E-Prisons project for real-time monitoring of inmate health profiles and court dates. 

Conclusion 
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The Jalpaiguri HSV outbreak is a symptom of a deeper malaise in India’s criminal justice system. Prisons cannot be treated as 

isolated "black boxes" of the state; they are extensions of the public health landscape. Addressing this requires moving beyond 

temporary releases to systemic shifts: filling medical vacancies, fast-tracking undertrial cases, and strictly adhering to the Model 

Prison Manual. As the judiciary notes, a sentence of imprisonment is a loss of liberty, not a loss of the right to remain alive and 

healthy. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following committees is correctly matched with its focus area? 

Committee    Focus Area 

1. Mulla Committee  Prison reforms 

2. Krishna Iyer Committee Women prisoners 

3. Sarkaria Commission  Prison administration 

Select the correct answer: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3  

Ans: a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: The prison system in India suffers from systemic issues such as staff shortages and poor healthcare infrastructure. 
Discuss and suggest a multi-dimensional reform strategy. (150 Words) 
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Page 10 : GS II : International Relations / Prelims Exam 
In the evolving landscape of a multipolar world, the BRICS grouping (originally Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) has 

transitioned from a purely economic bloc to a strategic powerhouse. Under India’s 2026 Presidency (Theme: “Building for 

Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability”), Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI) have emerged as the "core 

strategic pillars." This analysis examines how BRICS is leveraging collective scientific capacity to challenge Western technological 

hegemony and address Global South challenges. 

 

Core Analysis: The STI Architecture of BRICS 

1. Evolution of Cooperation 

Formalization: STI cooperation was formally recognized in 2011, but the 2015 MoU established it as a strategic pillar. 
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Shift in Focus: The grouping has moved from "Fundamental/Basic Science" to "Innovation and Technology Transfer." 

Recent initiatives like iBRICS and the BRICS Technology Transfer Centre (TTC) aim to commercialize research across 

borders. 

Social Relevance: Post-COVID-19, priorities have shifted to "Socially Relevant Areas" including vaccine research, biosecurity, 

digital health, and climate-resilient technologies. 

2. Key Pillars of Collaboration (2025-26) 

Artificial Intelligence (AI): The 2025 Declaration on AI elevated AI from a sub-theme to a central pillar. It advocates for an 

equitable, development-oriented governance model, contrasting with the often restrictive regulatory frameworks of the 

West. 

Space & High-Performance Computing (HPC): Significant progress is seen in the BRICS Institute of Future Networks 

and the 2021 Intergovernmental Agreement on Space Cooperation. 

New Quality Productive Forces: The inauguration of the China-BRICS Research Centre in Beijing focuses on frontier 

technological research to drive modern industrialization. 

3. Challenges & Constraints 

Institutional Instability: Cooperation currently lacks a permanent secretariat. The leadership and coordination rotate 

annually with the presidency, hindering long-term project monitoring. 

Economic Heterogeneity: With the expansion to BRICS+ (including Iran, Egypt, UAE, etc.), the vast difference in Gross 

Domestic Expenditure on R&D (GERD) makes it difficult to align interests. Currently, China is the only member with R&D 

spending comparable to advanced economies like South Korea. 

Uneven Participation: While the bloc has expanded, active participation in research calls remains concentrated among 

older members (plus Egypt and Iran). 

Static Linkages  

I. The Concept of "Techno-Nationalism" 

This refers to the link between a nation’s technological capabilities and its national security/economic competitiveness. 

BRICS Context: By collaborating on STI, members seek to bypass Western "Export Controls" and "Sanctions," creating an 

alternative technological ecosystem. 

II. India’s Role & Institutional Framework 

Lead Agencies: In India, the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and the Department of Biotechnology 

(DBT) coordinate BRICS STI activities. 
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New Development Bank (NDB): While primarily for infrastructure, the NDB is increasingly looked upon to provide 

development finance for large-scale innovation projects. 

III. Comparison with Global Frameworks 

EU’s Horizon Program: A benchmark for BRICS. The EU has a centralized fund and secretariat, which experts suggest BRICS 

should replicate to move to a "new qualitative level." 

The Way Forward: India's 2026 Presidency 

As the Chair in 2026, India has a unique opportunity to institutionalize these scientific gains: 

Establishing a Secretariat: To manage funds and monitor long-term "Mega-science Projects" (e.g., Deep Sea Mining or 

Polar Research). 

Bridging the Digital Divide: Leveraging India’s "Digital Public Infrastructure" (DPI) model to help new BRICS+ members 

catch up. 

STI Governance Research: Moving beyond just funding projects to researching the impact of emerging tech on Global 

South societies. 

Conclusion 

BRICS STI cooperation represents a "concrete effort to reduce technological dependencies." While the expansion to BRICS+ adds 

complexity, it also offers a broader base for "Paired Links" (bilateral science partnerships within the bloc). For India, leading this 

transition in 2026 is not just about scientific exchange, but about defining the rules of global technology governance in a 

multipolar era. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: The term “Techno-nationalism” refers to: 

(a) Promotion of traditional industries through subsidies 

(b) Linking technological development with national power and security 

(c) Nationalization of all technology companies 

(d) Restricting foreign direct investment in IT sector 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: "BRICS is evolving from an economic grouping into a strategic technological alliance." Discuss in the context of recent 

developments. (250 Words) 
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Page : 13 : GS II & III : International Relations/ Indian Economy / Prelims Exam 

In March 2026, the global economy is grappling with a "war cloud" as the conflict in the Middle East escalates, specifically  

involving Iran and the UAE. This geopolitical instability has pushed oil prices above $100 a barrel, creating a volatile environment 

for the U.S. Dollar (USD) and forcing major central banks (Fed, ECB, BoE, BoJ) to recalibrate their monetary policies. The situation 

mirrors the "price shocks" of 2022 but with a different set of macroeconomic drivers. 

Core Analysis: Geopolitical & Economic Interplay 

1. The "Strait of Hormuz" Crisis 

Supply Chain Chokepoint: The partial closure of the Strait of Hormuz by Iran is the 

primary driver of the $100+ oil price. As a critical waterway for global energy, any 

disruption here directly impacts inflation expectations worldwide. 

Selective Traffic: The suggestion that Iran might allow ships destined for India and China 

to pass indicates a strategic use of "energy diplomacy" to maintain ties with major 

Asian powers while under pressure from the West. 

2. Currency Market Dynamics 

USD Directionless: Typically a "safe haven," the USD is currently struggling for direction. 

Unlike 2022, when a hawkish Fed and weak global growth supported a strong dollar, 

current drivers are "missing" or inconsistent. 

The Yen's Vulnerability: The Japanese Yen has weakened toward the 160 level. As a net 

energy importer, Japan is disproportionately hit by rising oil prices, leading to a "sell-

off" despite verbal interventions by authorities. 

Euro's Decline: The Euro hit its lowest level since August 2025 ($1.1409), reflecting 

Europe's sensitivity to energy supply shocks and the potential for the ECB to hike rates 

further in 2026 to curb inflation. 

3. Central Bank Dilemma: The 2022 Lesson 
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Investors are anticipating a return to the "tightening cycle" logic: 

Inflation Expectations: Central banks are now more likely to "react quickly" to avoid the persistent inflation seen post-

pandemic. 

Rate Hikes vs. Cuts: Before the conflict, markets were pricing in rate cuts; now, they are pricing in two ECB rate hikes for 

2026. This shift highlights how geopolitical conflict can instantly reverse the "monetary easing" narrative. 

Static Linkages  

I. The Strait of Hormuz 

Geography: A narrow waterway between the Gulf of Oman and the Persian Gulf. It is the world's most important oil transit 

chokepoint. 

Strategic Importance: Approximately one-fifth of the world's total oil consumption passes through this strait daily. For 

India, which imports ~85% of its crude, the stability of this route is a matter of National Energy Security. 

II. Monetary Policy Transmission 

Hawkish vs. Dovish: A "Hawkish" stance involves raising interest rates to fight inflation (strengthening the currency). A 

"Dovish" stance involves lowering rates to stimulate growth (weakening the currency). 

Currency Appreciation/Depreciation: High oil prices lead to an increased demand for USD (since oil is priced in dollars), 

leading to the depreciation of currencies of oil-importing nations like India (INR) and Japan (JPY). 

III. The U.S. Dollar Index (DXY) 

It measures the value of the USD against a basket of six currencies: Euro, Swiss Franc, Japanese Yen, Canadian Dollar, British 

Pound, and Swedish Krona. The Euro carries the highest weight (~57.6%). 

Conclusion 

The 2026 Middle East conflict has introduced a "supply-side shock" that threatens to derail the global "soft landing" hopes. For 

India, the volatility in the USD and oil prices poses a dual challenge: a rising import bill and potential imported inflation. The shift 

in focus from "growth support" to "inflation containment" by central banks suggests that the era of high-interest rates may 

persist longer than previously forecasted. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Explain how rising crude oil prices impact inflation, exchange rates, and current account balance in India. (150 Words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
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 GS Paper II : International Relations 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question: "India’s West Asia policy is transitioning from 

balancing to hard realism." Critically examine in the context of recent geopolitical 

developments. (250 Words) 
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Context :  

In early 2026, India’s West Asia policy has undergone a fundamental "reset," moving away from traditional "balancing" (non-

alignment) toward a doctrine of Hard Realism. Authored by former Ambassador Mahesh Sachdev, this assessment highlights 

how India is navigating a regional "Armageddon"—a conflict involving Israel, the U.S., and Iran—while prioritizing its own 

strategic autonomy and socio-economic interests with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). 

Core Analysis: The New West Asia Doctrine 

1. The Shift from "Mantra" to "Hard Diplomacy" 

For decades, India practiced a "please-all" policy, frequently citing the "Two-State Solution" or supporting Iran’s nuclear rights to 

maintain balance. The 2026 reset abandons this: 

Decisive Engagement: PM Modi’s direct outreach to Israel and individual GCC leaders during hostilities signals that India 

now prioritizes security and stability over ideological rhetoric. 

De-hyphenation: India has successfully separated its ties with Israel from the Palestine issue, and its ties with the Arab world 

from the Pakistan factor. 

2. The "Oil-for-Security" Vacuum 

The 80-year-old Pax Americana (U.S. protection of Gulf monarchies in exchange for oil) is crumbling: 

The Catalyst: The U.S. and Israel launched strikes against Iran without notifying GCC allies, leaving these monarchies 

vulnerable to Iranian retaliation. 

The Opportunity: GCC states are now looking to diversify security partners. India, viewed as a "responsible status quo 

power," is a primary candidate for this new security paradigm. 

3. The "GCC+1" Strategy 

The conflict has shattered the image of the Gulf as a stable "oasis" for business. 

Economic Hub Shift: As supply chains in the Gulf are disrupted by Iranian drone strikes and the closure of the Strait of 

Hormuz, India is positioning itself as an alternative "stable hub" for capital and talent that previously flowed to Dubai or 

Doha. 

 

Criticisms and Rebuttals 

Criticism Strategic Rebuttal 

Timing: PM's Israel visit occurred just before 

the offensive. 

Visits are planned weeks in advance; West Asia is perennially volatile, making 

"perfect timing" impossible. 

Immorality: Abandoning Palestine and Iran is International relations are governed by interests. Critics should look at Russia 
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Criticism Strategic Rebuttal 

seen as a betrayal. and China, who have "underdelivered" on their treaties with Iran. 

Strategic Overreach: Risk of being dragged 

into costly foreign defense tie-ups. 

India's engagement is based on a SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, 

Opportunities, Threats) to ensure autonomy. 

 

Static Linkages  

I. India-GCC Relations 

Socio-Economic Weight: The GCC is India's largest trading partner (~$160 billion) and hosts a 10 million-strong diaspora, 

sending vital remittances. 

CEPA: India has signed Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements with the UAE and Oman, serving as blueprints 

for future trade with the entire bloc. 

II. Strategic Autonomy 

The reset demonstrates that India no longer requires "third-party citations" (Western or UN approvals) to validate its foreign 

policy. This is a hallmark of a "Leading Power" rather than a "Balancing Power." 

III. The Iran Factor 

Despite the tilt toward the GCC and Israel, Iran remains a "strategic ally" due to its border with Afghanistan/Pakistan and its 

role in the International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC). 

Conclusion 

India's West Asia reset is a long-overdue transition to Realpolitik. By recognizing that the U.S. security umbrella is leaking, India 

is stepping in not as a "Praetorian Guard," but as a credible partner for stability. However, as the author warns, the "Palestine 

Cause" and the "Iran Factor" cannot be ignored forever. The path forward requires a "nuanced reset" that balances India's new-

found assertiveness with its traditional role as a provider of humanitarian relief and a champion of inclusivity. 

 

 

 


