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Page 01 :GS II:International Relations/ Prelims Exam 

The announcement on April 28, 2026, that the United Arab Emirates (UAE) will withdraw from the Organization of the 

Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and the wider OPEC+ group marks a watershed moment in global energy geopolitics. 

As the cartel's third-largest producer, the UAE's exit signals a shift from collective price-fixing toward individual strategic 

autonomy. 

1. The Drivers of Departure: Why Now? 

The UAE’s decision is rooted in a combination of long-term economic strategy 

and immediate geopolitical friction: 

 Production Capacity vs. Quotas: The UAE has invested billions to 

expand its production capacity to 5 million barrels per day (mbpd). 

However, OPEC’s strict production quotas meant the UAE was pumping 

significantly below its potential (around 3.4 mbpd). To maximize returns 

on its massive infrastructure investments, the UAE needed to "pump 

more oil." 

 Economic Diversification: Under its long-term strategic vision, the UAE 

aims to monetize its oil reserves as quickly as possible to fund its 

transition to a post-oil economy, a strategy that directly conflicts with 

OPEC’s price-stabilization (and often supply-limiting) goals. 

 Divergence with Saudi Arabia: Once close allies, the UAE and Saudi 

Arabia have seen "frosty relations" emerge over regional dominance, 

economic competition, and differing approaches to the conflict with Iran. 

This exit removes the UAE from a group traditionally led by Riyadh. 

2. Impact on OPEC’s Bargaining Power 

The exit of the UAE follows the departure of Qatar (2019) and Angola (2024), 

indicating a "loosening of ties" within the cartel. 

 Loss of Spare Capacity: The UAE was one of the few members with 

significant "spare capacity"—the ability to quickly ramp up production 

during global shortages. Without the UAE, OPEC’s ability to "calibrate 

supply" is severely diminished. 

 Waning Market Share: OPEC’s influence was already being challenged by the United States, which now pumps over 

13 million barrels per day, surpassing Saudi Arabia. The UAE's exit further fragments the group's control over global 

benchmarks like Brent crude. 
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 The Future of OPEC+: By also leaving the wider OPEC+ group (which includes Russia), the UAE has signaled that it no 

longer wishes to align its energy policy with Moscow or Riyadh’s geopolitical maneuvers. 

3. Global Energy Security and the "Strait of Hormuz" Factor 

While the exit weakens the cartel, immediate market effects are muted by the ongoing U.S.-Israeli war with Iran (begun Feb 

2026). 

 Supply Constraints: Global oil prices remain high (Brent above $111/barrel) because the Strait of Hormuz is 

effectively closed. Since one-fifth of global oil flows through this narrow waterway, the UAE's ability to "pump more" is 

currently physically restricted by the conflict. 

 Price Volatility: In the long term, a structurally weaker OPEC may lead to higher price volatility, as the group will have 

less leverage to intervene during market crashes or spikes. 

4. Significance  

Aspect Impact 

Geopolitics Signals the end of the "unipolar" energy leadership of Saudi Arabia in the Gulf. 

Global Trade Increases the importance of non-OPEC producers (USA, Brazil, Guyana) in price discovery. 

Energy 

Transition 

Highlights the "race to monetize"—nations are rushing to sell oil before the global green transition reduces 

demand permanently. 

Conclusion 

The UAE’s exit from OPEC is a declaration of Energy Sovereignty. It highlights a fundamental tension: while OPEC seeks to keep 

prices high by limiting supply, ambitious producers like the UAE want to maximize volume to fund future transitions. For India, a 

major oil importer, a weaker OPEC could eventually lead to more competitive pricing once regional conflicts subside. However,  

in the short term, the combination of a fragmented cartel and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz suggests a period of 

prolonged energy uncertainty and high inflationary pressure. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques:Consider the following statements regarding Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries: 

1.It controls more than 70% of global oil production. 

2.UAE is one of the founding members of OPEC. 

3.OPEC+ includes countries like Russia. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans: c) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: The UAE’s exit from OPEC marks a shift from cartel-based energy governance to strategic autonomy.Discuss the 

geopolitical implications of this development.(150 Words) 
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Page 01:GS III :Indian Economy/ Prelims Exam 

Growth in India's Index of Industrial Production (IIP) decelerated to 4.1% in March 2026, marking a five-month low. This data 

is particularly significant as it represents the first full month of industrial performance since the outbreak of the West Asia 

crisis on February 28, 2026 

1. Understanding the IIP Data (March 2026) 

The IIP is a key economic indicator that measures the 

volume of production in various industrial sectors. 

 Overall Growth: 4.1% (March 2026), down 

from higher rates in preceding months. 

 Manufacturing Sector: Slowed to a five-month 

low of 4.3%. This sector is highly sensitive to 

input costs, which have spiked due to tightened 

supplies of petroleum and natural gas following 

the regional conflict. 

 Core Sector Contrast: The "Eight Core 

Industries" (which comprise roughly 40% of the 

IIP weight) actually contracted by 0.4% in 

March. The fact that the overall IIP remained 

positive at 4.1% suggests resilience in non-core 

manufacturing segments. 

2. Sectoral Divergence: The "K-Shaped" Industrial 

Trend 

The March data reveals a sharp contrast between 

investment-driven sectors and consumer-driven 

sectors: 

Sector 
Growth 

Rate 
Status Significance 

Capital Goods 14.6% 
29-month 

High 

Indicates robust investment-led demand; companies are still buying 

machinery and equipment for long-term expansion. 
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Sector 
Growth 

Rate 
Status Significance 

Infrastructure/Construction 6.7% 
9-month 

Low 

A sharp deceleration (nearly halved). High input costs (steel, cement, 

energy) are stalling projects. 

Consumer Non-Durables 1.1% Muted 

Reflects weak rural and urban consumption. This growth came on a "low 

base" (the sector had contracted 4% last year), making the 1.1% figure 

even more concerning. 

3. Impact of the West Asia Crisis 

Economists warn that the March data is just the "tip of the iceberg." 

 Supply Chain Disruptions: As a major importer of energy, Indian manufacturing is bearing the brunt of costlier 

petroleum products. 

 Producer Sentiment: The Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI), while still in the expansion zone (above 50), has begun 

to slip, indicating that uncertainty is dampening the outlook for factory managers. 

 The Lag Effect: Much of the "shock" to the supply chain and trade routes (especially if the Strait of Hormuz remains 

contested) will likely manifest more clearly in the First Quarter (Q1) of the 2026-27 fiscal year. 

4. Significance  

 Investment vs. Consumption: For a sustainable 7-8% GDP growth, India needs both "engines" to fire. Currently, the 

Capital Goods sector (investment) is doing the heavy lifting, while Consumer Non-durables (consumption) is dragging. 

 External Shocks: This serves as a case study in how geopolitical instability in West Asia directly impacts India's 

domestic inflation (via energy costs) and industrial volume (via input availability). 

 Base Effect: UPSC often tests the understanding of "base effects." The low growth in consumer goods, despite a 

negative base from the previous year, highlights a deep-seated demand issue. 

Conclusion 

While a 4.1% growth rate is described as "impressive" by some given the core sector's contraction, the underlying details 

suggest a cooling economy. The resilience of the Capital Goods sector provides hope for future capacity building, but the 

slowdown in Construction and Consumer Goods indicates that high energy prices and global uncertainty are beginning to hurt 

the common man's consumption and the nation's infrastructure momentum. The upcoming quarter will be a "litmus test" for 

the Indian industry's ability to absorb external geopolitical shocks. 
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UPSC PrelimsExam Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following best explains a “K-shaped recovery”? 

(a) All sectors grow equally 

(b) Economy contracts uniformly 

(c) Some sectors grow while others decline 

(d) Growth driven only by exports 

Ans:c) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques:“Investment-led growth without consumption revival cannot sustain high GDP growth.”Examine in the context of recent 

industrial data.(150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 

 

Page 04 :GS II :International Relations / Prelims Exam 
On April 28, 2026, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh addressed the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Defence 

Ministers’ meeting in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. His address underscored India’s consistent "Zero Tolerance" policy toward terrorism 

and called for a fundamental shift in how the international community, and specifically the SCO, perceives global security. 

1. Key Pillars of India’s Address 

 Zero Tolerance & No Justification: Singh asserted that terrorism has "no nationality and no theology." He emphasized 

that no grievance—whether real or 

perceived—can justify violence against 

innocents. 

 The "Double Standards" Challenge: 

India took a sharp aim at state-sponsored 

cross-border terrorism. Singh noted that 

the credibility of the SCO depends on 

members rejecting double standards and 

dismantling safe havens for terror 

networks. 

 The "Three Evils": He reaffirmed the 

SCO's collective focus on tackling 

Terrorism, Separatism, and Extremism. 

 Orderly World vs. New World Order: In 

a significant philosophical distinction, he 

called for an "Orderly World" based on 

dignity, respect, and peaceful coexistence, 

rather than a "new world order" which 

often implies a shift in power dynamics 

without a shift in ethical conduct. 

2. Strategic Context: Operation Sindoor and RATS 

 Operation Sindoor: The Minister cited this recent operation as proof of India's resolve, stating that "terrorism 

epicentres are no longer immune from response." This reflects India's proactive defense posture (strategic 

autonomy/active deterrence) following terror incidents like the one in Pahalgam. 



         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 SCO-RATS: He highlighted the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) based in Tashkent. For India, RATS is a vital 

platform for intelligence sharing and counter-radicalization efforts among member states, including Central Asian 

partners. 

3. Philosophical & Global Outlook 

 Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam: Invoking the "World is one Family" philosophy, Singh positioned India as a bridge-builder in 

a fractured global order marked by increasing unilateralism. 

 Diplomacy Over Conflict: He urged the SCO to prioritize diplomacy, asserting that the current era must be defined by 

peace and prosperity, not war. This aligns with the "not an era of war" sentiment previously expressed in global 

forums. 

4. Significance  

Topic Relevance 

SCO's Role 
As a key Eurasian forum, the SCO allows India to engage with Central Asia and balance its relations with 

Russia and China. 

Cross-Border 

Terrorism 

India uses this platform to build a regional consensus against the support structures of terrorism, often 

implicitly referencing regional neighbors. 

Multilateralism 
The call for an "Orderly World" highlights India’s preference for a rules-based international order over 

unilateral actions. 

Conclusion 

India’s participation in the 2026 SCO Defence Ministers’ meet reflects a pragmatic security-first approach. By focusing on 

"accountability" and "consistency," India is challenging SCO members to move beyond the Tianjin Declaration rhetoric and into 

decisive, unified action. For India, the SCO is not just a consultative body but a vital instrument to ensure that the Eurasian 

heartland remains stable, allowing for the "lasting peace" required for regional economic growth. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques:The term “Three Evils” in SCO framework refers to: 

(a) Poverty, Illiteracy, Unemployment 

(b) Terrorism, Separatism, Extremism 

(c) War, Climate Change, Migration 

(d) Drugs, Arms, Human Trafficking 

Ans:b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques:“India’s engagement with SCO reflects a balance between security concerns and strategic autonomy.”Discuss.(150 Words) 
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Page :07:GS III :Science and Tech/ Prelims Exam 

Modern science is often presented as a linear path of discovery, yet its reality is rooted in trial and error. The culture of 

"Publish or Perish" has created a Publication Bias, where only positive results are showcased, while inconclusive or "failed" 

experiments are discarded. To foster true innovation and maintain scientific integrity, there is an urgent need to 

institutionalize the "Ethics of Failure." 

 

2. The Problem: The "Success-Only" Ecosystem 
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 Publication Bias: Journals and funding bodies prioritize statistically significant "positive" results. This leads to the "File 

Drawer Problem," where negative results remain hidden, causing other researchers to waste resources repeating the 

same failed experiments. 

 Funding Hurdles: Grants are often tied to "promising results," discouraging scientists from taking high-risk, high-

reward paths. 

 Stigmatization: Failure is often viewed as a lack of competence rather than a natural part of the scientific process, 

leading to psychological pressure, especially on early-career researchers. 

3. Historical Lessons: The Marshall-Warren Case 

The article cites Barry Marshall and Robin Warren, who were initially dismissed by the scientific community regarding H. 

pylori causing ulcers. 

 Systemic Failure: Their inability to publish initially shows how "prevailing wisdom" can block revolutionary ideas. 

 Resilience: Marshall’s decision to experiment on himself (drinking the bacteria) highlights the perseverance required 

when the "system" fails to support unconventional hypotheses. 

4. Cross-Domain Lessons for Science 

Domain Philosophy Application to Science 

Technology/Startups "Fail Fast, Fail Often" Encourages rapid iteration and reduces the cost of long-term failure. 

Sports Video Analysis/Coaching Treats "losses" as data points for tactical improvement. 

Aviation Black Box Thinking Investigating errors without blame to improve systemic safety. 

5. Why Celebrating Failure Matters for India (UPSC Perspective) 

 Scientific Temper (Article 51A): Developing a scientific temper involves questioning and accepting when a hypothesis 

is wrong. 

 Resource Efficiency: India spends roughly 0.6-0.7% of its GDP on R&D. Sharing failures prevents the duplication of 

unsuccessful research, saving precious public money. 

 Risk-Taking (Innovation): If failures are penalized, researchers will stick to incremental "safe" science, hindering 

India’s goal of becoming a "Global Innovation Hub." 

 Ethical Integrity: Hiding data (selective reporting) borders on scientific misconduct. Transparency about failures 

ensures honesty in the scientific ledger. 

6. The Way Forward: Structural Reforms 
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 Registered Reports: Adopting formats where the research design is peer-reviewed and accepted for publication 

before the results are known. 

 Open Science Platforms: Creating archives for "Negative Results" (e.g., the Journal of Negative Results in 

BioMedicine). 

 Redefining Merit: CVs and grant applications should value the rigor of the process and the quality of the question 

rather than just the final output. 

 Mentorship: Senior scientists must normalize discussions about setbacks to build resilience in the next generation. 

Conclusion 

The progress of science is not measured solely by the number of trophies (Nobel Prizes or Patents) but by the depth of the 

collective knowledge gained. By shifting the focus from "what worked" to "what was learned," the scientific community can 

create a more honest, dynamic, and risk-resilient environment. As the article suggests, every failure is not a dead end but a 

"sharpening of the edges of knowledge." 
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Page 09 :GS II : Social Justice / Prelims Exam 
Cervical cancer is a unique public health challenge: it is a devastating disease that is almost entirely preventable. Following the 

Nobel Prize-winning discovery that persistent Human Papillomavirus (HPV) infection is the primary cause, the world has 

moved toward an ambitious elimination goal. On February 28, 2026, India took a definitive step by launching its first 

nationwide National HPV Vaccination Campaign. 
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1. The Global and National Burden 

 The Global Scale: Cervical cancer is the fourth most common cancer in women globally. Nearly 94% of deaths occur in 

low- and middle-income countries (LMICs). 

 The Indian Context: * It is the second most common cancer among Indian women. 

o India accounts for 25% of global cervical cancer deaths (approximately 80,000 fatalities annually). 

o One in every 50 girls born in India is expected to develop the disease in her lifetime without intervention. 

2. The WHO "90-70-90" Elimination Strategy 
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The WHO initiative aims to reduce the incidence rate to below 4 per 100,000 women to effectively eliminate it as a public 

health problem. The targets for 2030 are: 

 90% Vaccination: Of girls by age 15. 

 70% Screening: Of women using a high-performance test (like HPV DNA) at ages 35 and 45. 

 90% Treatment: Of women identified with pre-cancer or invasive cancer. 

3. Primary Prevention: The HPV Vaccine 

The most significant shift in 2026 is the adoption of the single-dose schedule in the national program, a move backed by the 

WHO and India's NTAGI (National Technical Advisory Group on Immunization). 

 The National Campaign (Feb 2026): Launched in Ajmer, Rajasthan, the drive targets 1.15 crore girls aged 14. 

 The Vaccine: India is utilizing the quadrivalent Gardasil-4, protecting against HPV types 16 and 18 (which cause ~85% 

of cases in India) and types 6 and 11 (which cause genital warts). 

 Efficacy: Research confirmed that a single dose is non-inferior to multi-dose regimens, providing 93–100% protection 

for life. 

 Safety: Over 500 million doses globally show no negative impact on fertility or reproductive health. 

4. Secondary Prevention: From Pap Smears to HPV DNA Testing 

Early detection of Cervical Intraepithelial Neoplasia (CIN)—the precancerous stage—is vital as it can take 10–15 years to turn 

into invasive cancer. 

 The Screening Gap: India’s current screening coverage is below 5–10%, far from the 70% target. 

 Visual Inspection (VIA): Currently used in rural centers, VIA is low-cost but has lower sensitivity compared to lab tests. 

 The 2026 Shift: A "hub-and-spoke" model is being piloted (e.g., the Amethi project) where samples are collected at 

local Ayushman Arogya Mandirs and sent to central labs for high-throughput HPV DNA testing. 

 Self-Sampling: New 2026 guidelines permit women to self-collect samples, overcoming cultural barriers and privacy 

concerns. 

5. Challenges and the Path Ahead 

Challenge Strategy for 2026-2030 

Misinformation Intensive awareness campaigns on vaccine safety and non-impact on fertility. 
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Challenge Strategy for 2026-2030 

Logistics Utilizing the existing U-WIN platform (modeled on Co-WIN) to track every girl's vaccination. 

Compliance Transitioning from "Outreach Camps" to "Routine Immunization Days" and school-based drives. 

Rural Access Scaling thermal ablation devices at the block level for same-day treatment of lesions. 

Conclusion 

The elimination of cervical cancer in India is no longer a scientific question but an implementation challenge. With the launch 

of the National HPV Vaccination Campaign in 2026 and the scaling of high-performance screening, India is finally aligning its 

massive health infrastructure with global best practices. Achieving a Viksit Bharat by 2047 requires a healthy female 

workforce; eliminating a cancer that specifically targets women in their most productive years is a prerequisite for that vision. 

 

 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques:The WHO “90-70-90” strategy for cervical cancer elimination refers to: 

(a) Vaccination, Screening, Treatment targets 

(b) Nutrition, Sanitation, Immunization 

(c) Infant mortality reduction 

(d) TB elimination targets 

Ans : a) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques:“Cervical cancer is a preventable disease, yet it remains a major public health burden in India.” Discuss the challenges 
and recent policy measures to address it.(150 words) 

 

Page :08 : Editorial Analysis 
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Context :The Right to Education Act, 2009, was a watershed moment in Indian legislative history, making education 

a Fundamental Right under Article 21A. Section 12(1)(c), specifically, mandates that private non-minority schools 

reserve 25% of their entry-level seats for children from Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) and Disadvantaged 

Groups (DG). The 2026 Supreme Court judgment reaffirms this as a tool to bridge the deep-seated socio-economic 

chasm in Indian society. 

2. Core Objective: Beyond "Access" to "Inclusion" 

GS PaperII :Governance 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question:Evaluate the effectiveness of the Right to Education 

Act in addressing educational inequality in India.(150 Words) 
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The article argues that the goal is not merely putting a child in a classroom but Social Integration. 

Shared Learning Spaces: Bringing children from diverse backgrounds (e.g., a judge’s child and a street vendor’s 

child) together to break down class and caste silos. 

Pro-Social Behavior: Research indicates that mixed classrooms foster empathy, reduce discrimination, and increase 

generosity among students from privileged backgrounds without compromising academic standards. 

Social Capital: For disadvantaged children, these schools provide access to networks and aspirations that were 

previously inaccessible, potentially breaking the intergenerational cycle of poverty. 

3. Addressing Common Misconceptions 

Misconception Reality/Counter-Argument 

Outsourcing State 

Duty 

The Act does not dilute the state's duty to improve government schools; rather, it enlists 

private schools as "natural participants" in a constitutional mandate. 

Cause of Public School 

Decline 

As per ASER 2006, the shift to private schools predated the RTE. Declines are due to 

infrastructure and quality issues in government schools, not Section 12(1)(c). 

Zero-Sum Game It is not "Public vs. Private" but an integrated "Schooling Ecosystem." 

4. Positive Outcomes & Ground Reality 

Scale of Impact: Over 5 million children enrolled with a high retention rate (>90%). 

Technological Integration: States like Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Delhi have used MIS (Management Information 

Systems) and digital portals to streamline admissions and reimbursements, reducing corruption and discretion. 

Administrative Stability: Centralized reimbursement systems have made the process more predictable for private 

institutions. 

5. Challenges in Implementation 

Despite successes, several "last-mile" hurdles remain: 

Hidden Costs: While tuition is free, families often struggle with the costs of uniforms, books, transport, and 

extracurricular activities. 

Resistance from Institutions: Some private schools resist full integration, leading to "social exclusion" within the 

school (e.g., separate sections or discriminatory treatment). 

Inter-State Variation: Implementation is uneven across India; some states have robust portals, while others lag in 

grievance redressal and timely fund disbursement. 

Psychological Barriers: The "fear of not fitting in" for EWS students and the "prejudice of parents" from affluent 

backgrounds. 

6. UPSC Perspective: The "Constitutional Strategy" 

From an exam viewpoint, Section 12(1)(c) aligns with several Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSPs): 

Article 38: Promoting a social order based on justice and reducing inequalities in status and opportunity. 



         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Article 39(f): Ensuring children are given opportunities to develop in a healthy manner and in conditions of freedom 

and dignity. 

Article 46: Promoting the educational and economic interests of the weaker sections. 

Conclusion 

The Supreme Court’s 2026 reaffirmation serves as a reminder that the RTE Act is a transformative tool for Social 

Engineering. However, for this "Constitutional Promise" to be realized, the focus must shift from mere legislative 

compliance to administrative excellence. Ensuring timely reimbursements, eliminating hidden costs, and fostering a 

truly inclusive school culture are the next steps in making the "same bench" philosophy a reality for every Indian 

child. 

 

 

 

 


