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Page 01 :GS II :Social Justice/ Prelims Exam 

The release of the NSO 80th Round (2025) Survey on Household Social Consumption: Health provides a significant data set 

for analyzing India’s healthcare landscape.  

 

News Analysis: NSO 80th Round Health Survey 

1. Key Trends & Positive Indicators 

The survey highlights a "transformative" shift in how Indian households interact with the healthcare system: 

 Increased Health-Seeking Behavior: The Proportion of Population Reporting Ailments (PPRA) has nearly doubled 

(Rural: 6.8% to 12.2%; Urban: 9.1% to 14.9%). This indicates that citizens are no longer "suffering in silence" but are 

increasingly aware of and seeking care for symptoms. 

 Expansion of Financial Protection: Coverage under government health insurance (like PM-JAY and state schemes) has 

seen a threefold jump, signaling a massive scale-up in public health assurance. 

 Shift to Public Facilities: There is a growing trust in public healthcare, particularly in rural outpatient care (rising from 

28% in 2014 to 35% in 2025), supported by the Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (AAMs). 

 Maternal & Child Health: Institutional deliveries have reached near-saturation (95.6% rural; 97.8% urban), validating 

the impact of schemes like the Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY). 

 Epidemiological Transition: A notable shift from infectious diseases to Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) like 

diabetes and cardiovascular conditions, necessitating a pivot in public health policy toward long-term management 

rather than just acute care. 
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2. Critical Perspectives (The "Balanced View") 

While the government cites these as proof of success, civil society organizations like Jan Swasthya Abhiyaan have highlighted 

limitations, which are essential for a nuanced Mains answer: 

 Hospital-Centric Bias: Critics argue the survey focuses heavily on hospitalizations, potentially undercounting the real-

world challenges of primary and preventive care. 

 Persistence of Private Sector Dependence: Despite improvements in public facilities, a significant majority of patients 

(58% in rural and 65% in urban areas) still rely on the private sector. This suggests that the "quality gap" between public 

and private institutions remains a hurdle. 

 Hidden Costs: While "median" costs are low, the survey may not fully account for total out-of-pocket expenditure 

(OOPE) on diagnostic tests and medicines outside of hospitals, which can still lead to catastrophic health expenditure for 

the poor. 

 The "Unmet" Need: There remains a discrepancy between the prevalence of illness and the rate of hospitalization, 

suggesting barriers—such as distance, lack of awareness, or quality concerns—that keep some patients from accessing 

secondary or tertiary care. 

3. UPSC Linkage: Why this matters for the Exam 

Pillar UPSC Relevance 

Governance Evaluation of flagship schemes like Ayushman Bharat and their reach to the bottom two quintiles. 

Social Justice Analysis of health equity. Does the expansion of insurance actually lead to lower OOPE for the poorest? 

Health Policy The shift from communicable to NCDs requires a policy shift from "Primary Healthcare" to "Continuum of Care." 

Data 

Analytics 

Understanding the methodology of the NSO (the "Gold Standard" for socio-economic data) vs. criticisms of 

sample/focus. 

4. Way Forward 

To move closer to Universal Health Coverage (UHC), the focus must shift beyond just "insurance coverage" to: 

1. Quality of Public Care: Closing the infrastructure and staff gap so the "public facility preference" continues to grow. 

2. Regulation of Private Sector: Standardizing costs in private hospitals to prevent exploitation, as PM-JAY only covers a 

fraction of total health expenses. 

3. Comprehensive Data: Future rounds of surveys should more aggressively capture "non-hospital" out-of-pocket 

spending to provide a true picture of financial burden. 
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Conclusion 

The NSO 80th round paints a picture of a system in transition. While India has successfully moved the needle on access and 

insurance, the challenge of affordability and quality remains. For India to truly bridge the gap, the strategy must evolve from 

"health insurance" to "health assurance"—ensuring that every citizen, regardless of their background, can access quality care 

without the fear of financial ruin. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques:Which of the following best defines Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE) in healthcare? 

(a) Government expenditure on public hospitals 

(b) Insurance premium paid by citizens 

(c) Direct payments made by individuals at the point of service 

(d) Donations to healthcare institutions 

Ans: c) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Examine the role of government health insurance schemes in achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC) in India. What 

are their limitations?(150 Words) 
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Page 04:GS II :International Relations / Prelims Exam 

The recently concluded IN–SLN DIVEX 2026 (India–Sri Lanka Diving Exercise) in Colombo serves as a microcosm of India’s 

maturing maritime diplomacy. For a UPSC aspirant, this event is a practical case study in India’s "Neighbourhood First" policy, 

the evolution of the SAGAR vision into MAHASAGAR, and the strategic use of Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 

(HADR) as soft power. 

 

News Analysis: IN–SLN DIVEX 2026 

1. The Operational Context 

The exercise was not merely a tactical drill but a demonstration of high-end naval capabilities. 

 The Asset: The deployment of INS Nireekshak, a specialized Diving Support and Submarine Rescue Vessel, highlights 

India's commitment to high-stakes underwater operations (e.g., deep-sea salvage and search-and-rescue). 

 The Technical Edge: Executing mixed-gas dives beyond 55 metres on historical shipwrecks demonstrates a significant 

interoperability threshold, ensuring both navies can operate seamlessly during joint maritime emergencies. 

2. The Strategic Framework: From SAGAR to MAHASAGAR 

This exercise is explicitly aligned with India's evolving maritime doctrines: 
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 SAGAR (2015): Security and Growth for All in the Region. This focused primarily on the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), 

positioning India as the "net security provider" for littoral states.  

 MAHASAGAR (2025/26): Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions. This is an 

elevation of the original vision. It shifts India’s focus from a purely regional IOR framework to a broader Global South 

engagement.  

o Why this matters for UPSC: MAHASAGAR integrates trade, technology-sharing, and capacity building 

alongside traditional security. It aims to counter the influence of other extra-regional powers (implicitly China) 

by making India the "preferred partner" for development and stability.  

3. Medical Diplomacy: The BHISM Advantage 

The handover of two BHISM (Bharat Health Initiative for Sahyog, Hita, and Maitri) cubes under the Aarogya Maitri 

initiative is a masterclass in modern medical diplomacy. 

 What are they? These are modular, portable, "mini-hospital" units designed for rapid deployment.  

 Capabilities: They can handle up to 200 casualties, feature AI-enabled diagnostic tools, and can be set up in minutes. 

 Strategic Impact: By providing these to Sri Lanka, India enhances the host nation's own disaster resilience. It moves 

India's role from "aid donor" to "capacity builder"—a much more sustainable form of international relations.  

4. Symbolic Diplomacy 

The Commanding Officer of INS Nireekshak paying homage at the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) Memorial in Colombo 

is a significant diplomatic gesture. It acknowledges the complex shared history between the two nations, signaling that the 

current maritime partnership is built on maturity, reconciliation, and mutual respect rather than ignoring past conflicts. 

UPSC Summary Table: Strategic Significance 

Component Tactical/Strategic Value 

Interoperability 
Joint diving drills ensure the Indian and Sri Lankan Navies can act as a single unit during maritime disasters 

or security threats. 

Capacity 

Building 

Training Sri Lankan divers on deep-sea salvage increases the region's overall maritime domain awareness 

(MDA). 

Soft Power 
The donation of BHISM cubes reinforces India’s image as a "First Responder" and a provider of high-tech, 

humanitarian aid. 

Geopolitics Reinforces the "MAHASAGAR" doctrine, projecting stability in the IOR against external influence. 
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Conclusion 

The IN–SLN DIVEX 2026 is a snapshot of India’s comprehensive maritime strategy. It demonstrates that modern naval 

cooperation is no longer just about ship-to-ship combat drills; it is about technical capability, humanitarian resilience, and 

historical bridge-building. For India, a stable and capable Sri Lankan Navy is a prerequisite for a secure Indian Ocean, making 

such exercises "force multipliers" for India's own national security. 

UPSC PrelimsExam Practice Question   

Ques: The term HADR, often seen in defence cooperation, refers to: 

(a) High Altitude Defence Radar 

(b) Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 

(c) Hydrocarbon and Defence Reserves 

(d) High-tech Autonomous Defence Response 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques:Analyse the significance of joint naval exercises in enhancing India’s maritime security and regional influence.(150 Words) 
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Page 08 :GS II &III : International Relations & Economy / Prelims Exam 
The recent signing of the India–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) on April 27, 2026, marks a watershed moment in 

India’s trade diplomacy. Coming on the heels of several other recent trade pacts, this agreement demonstrates a decisive shift in 

India’s economic strategy: moving from a period of protectionist caution to a proactive stance aimed at securing supply chains, 

diversifying markets, and integrating into high-value global value chains.  

News Analysis: The India–New Zealand FTA 2026 

1. Introduction: A Paradigm Shift in Trade Diplomacy 

The India–New Zealand FTA represents the ninth major trade deal concluded by India in 

recent years, cementing the current government’s vision of engaging with the "developed 

world" through purposeful, fast-tracked, and mutually beneficial partnerships. Unlike older, 

stalled negotiations, this agreement was finalized in a record nine months (March 2025 to 

December 2025), signaling an agile and pragmatic approach to bilateral trade.  

2. Strategic Rationale: Why Now? 

The agreement is not merely about bilateral trade volume; it serves broader 

macroeconomic and geopolitical objectives:  

 Market Diversification: India is actively diversifying export destinations to reduce 

reliance on single-market dependencies and hedge against global trade frictions 

(e.g., US protectionism, China-plus-one strategies). 

 Supply Chain Resilience: Access to duty-free inputs (like wooden logs, coking 

coal, and metal scrap) from New Zealand strengthens India’s manufacturing 

competitiveness by lowering input costs.  

 Geopolitical Alignment: By linking with a fellow Indo-Pacific democracy, India is 

fostering a network of reliable trade corridors, emphasizing a "rules-based" global 

order.  

3. Key Takeaways of the Deal 

The agreement is comprehensive, covering goods, services, investment, and talent 

mobility. 

Feature Details 

Goods Trade 
100% duty-free access for Indian exports to New Zealand (e.g., textiles, 

leather, engineering goods, chemicals, pharma). 
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Feature Details 

Sensitivity 
India maintained its "Red Lines" by excluding sensitive sectors like dairy, sugar, and edible oils from tariff 

liberalizations. 

Investment 
A $20 billion investment facilitation commitment from New Zealand over 15 years, targeting infrastructure, 

agri-tech, and renewable energy. 

Talent 

Mobility 

Temporary visa pathways for 5,000 Indian professionals; removal of numerical caps for students; extended post-

study work rights. 

Regulatory 

Ease 

Recognition of global inspection reports for pharmaceuticals, reducing compliance costs for Indian drug 

exporters. 

4. Critical UPSC Perspective: Balancing Benefits and Risks 

 The "Investment Facilitation" Nuance: Candidates should note that the $20 billion is a facilitation commitment, not a 

guaranteed FDI flow. Success will depend on the "dedicated desks" and the ease-of-doing-business climate India creates 

to attract this capital.  

 Sectoral Protection vs. Competitiveness: India successfully protected its dairy sector—a perennial deal-breaker in 

previous negotiations. However, the challenge remains for domestic industries to leverage duty-free access effectively 

by improving quality and scaling up production. 

 Agriculture Productivity Partnership: The deal moves beyond trade to capacity building. The "Agri-technology plans" 

(Centers of Excellence for apples/kiwi/honey) are excellent examples of how FTAs can be used to import technology and 

modernize Indian agricultural productivity.  

5. Way Forward 

The effectiveness of this FTA will be determined by three key factors: 

1. Administrative Implementation: Success in the operationalization of the dedicated investment desks. 

2. MSME Integration: Can smaller Indian firms utilize the duty-free access to New Zealand? Export promotion and 

awareness campaigns will be critical. 

3. Domestic Reforms: Leveraging the FTA as a catalyst to address the "sticky problem" of scaling domestic manufacturing, 

as mentioned in your text. 

Conclusion 

The India–New Zealand FTA is a textbook example of "Strategic Trade." It prioritizes mutual benefit—India gains market access 

and investment, while New Zealand secures a foothold in one of the world's fastest-growing economies. For India, the ultimate 
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goal is not just the immediate reduction of tariffs, but the long-term transformation of its industrial landscape, fueled by 

incoming capital, technology transfer, and the integration of Indian goods into global high-value supply chains. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques:Which of the following best explains “Rules-based international trade”? 

(a) Trade governed by bilateral negotiations only 

(b) Trade governed by agreed norms and institutions like WTO 

(c) Trade without tariffs 

(d) Trade controlled by developed countries 

Ans: b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques:Examine how Free Trade Agreements can help India integrate into Global Value Chains (GVCs). What challenges 
remain?(150 Words) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

Page 09 :GS II :Governance/ Prelims Exam 
The recent Delhi High Court observations were triggered by a defamation suit regarding an alleged incident of misconduct on a 

domestic flight. The Court criticized the use of social media to amplify unverified allegations, noting that public figures—by 

endorsing such claims without due process—can catalyze "public shaming" and "digital vigilantism," thereby potentially causing 

incalculable harm to a person’s reputation before any formal investigation.  

 

The Core Conflict: Free Expression vs. Public Shaming 

The discourse highlights a fundamental tension in the digital age: 

 The Right to Speak:Social media serves as a democratic tool for individuals to call out harassment when traditional 

channels fail.  

 The Right to Reputation/Fair Trial: The judiciary emphasizes that unverified, viral allegations bypass the "presumption 

of innocence" and violate the constitutional right to dignity and a fair trial.  

Why ‘Digital Vigilantism’ is a Symptom, Not the Root Cause 
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The provided analysis argues that the term "digital vigilantism" may be a misnomer because it implies an organized, 

premeditated act, whereas social media "justice" is often a reactive, desperate measure. 

 Systemic Apathy: The primary driver of social media activism is the "institutional deficit." When police processes are 

long-drawn, victim-centric support is absent, and institutional apathy prevails, victims turn to the "court of public 

opinion" as a final resort.  

 Crowd-Sourcing Accountability: As noted by scholars, when institutions fail to deliver justice, social media is used to 

"crowd-source" retributive action. It acts as a gap-filler between the act of harassment and the eventual—or often 

missing—institutional redress.  

 The Airline Parallel: Much like consumer grievance redressal—where social media pressure forces companies to act to 

avoid reputational loss—victims of harassment use similar tactics when legal systems fail to offer prompt relief. 

The Dangers of the Current Trend 

While the frustration of victims is valid, the "digital vigilantism" model poses significant legal and ethical risks:  

1. Trial by Media: It essentially adjudicates guilt before a formal investigation commences, ignoring the principles of 

natural justice.  

2. Reputational Harm: Once an accusation goes viral, the damage to the accused is immediate and often permanent, 

even if the allegations are later proven false.  

3. Lack of Verification: The anonymity and virality of social media platforms facilitate the spread of misinformation, which 

can be weaponized.  

Way Forward: Strengthening Institutional Faith 

To minimize the perceived need for "digital vigilantism," focus must shift from merely censoring social media to fixing the 

underlying systems: 

 Prompt Grievance Redressal: Organizations (airlines, workplaces, public transport) must have robust, time-bound, and 

transparent internal grievance mechanisms. 

 Institutional Accountability: The judiciary and police must ensure that the legal process is not perceived as a 

"punishment for the victim." Speedy trials and sensitized handling of cases are essential to restoring faith in the system. 

 Responsible Digital Conduct: While social media remains a powerful tool, it should be used to report incidents to 

authorities rather than to adjudicate guilt. Public figures and influencers have a heightened responsibility to verify facts 

before amplification.  

Conclusion 

The conflict is not essentially about "freedom of expression" versus "public shaming." It is a structural issue of institutional 

failure. If the legal and redressal systems are made responsive, accessible, and fair, the reliance on social media as a "court of 

last resort" will naturally diminish. Strengthening institutional processes is the only sustainable way to protect both the rights of 

victims and the principles of a fair trial for the accused.  
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UPSC PrelimsExam Practice Question   

Ques:The “presumption of innocence” is a principle associated with: 

(a) Directive Principles of State Policy 

(b) Criminal justice system 

(c) Fundamental Duties 

(d) Election law 

Ans:b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques:Examine the conflict between freedom of expression and the right to reputation in the age of social media.(150 Words) 
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Page :10:GSII :Social Justice / Prelims Exam 

The latest NSS data reveals a critical policy paradox: while government-funded health insurance (GFHI) schemes like Pradhan 

Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) have significantly increased coverage since 2017-18, this expansion has failed to curb 

financial hardship for households. Instead, citizens are experiencing rising out-of-pocket (OOP) expenditure and a shift toward 

expensive private healthcare. 

 

The "Insurance-Distress" Paradox 

The analysis points to three core discrepancies in the current healthcare model: 

Metric Trend (2017-18 to 2025) Impact 

Insurance Coverage Significant Increase Greater access on paper, but poor real-world utility. 
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Metric Trend (2017-18 to 2025) Impact 

Utilization of Public Hospitals Decline People are shifting toward private institutions. 

OOP Expenditure More than Doubled Even with insurance, medical costs are crippling households. 

Why Government-Funded Insurance Schemes (GFHIs) are Falling Short 

The article identifies several systemic failures that undermine the goal of Universal Health Coverage (UHC): 

 The Private Sector Tilt: GFHIs effectively act as a massive subsidy for the private healthcare sector. By directing 

patients toward empanelled private hospitals, the state is fueling an industry that prioritizes profit maximization over 

social solidarity. 

 The "Better-Off" Bias: While GFHIs are targeted at the socio-economically backward, data suggests a disproportionate 

benefit toward the non-poor. In urban areas, only a small fraction (13%) of those using hospitalisation services under 

these schemes belong to the poorest class. 

 The Coverage Gap: Even when insured, patients face high OOP costs due to: 

o Unavailability of free medicines and diagnostics in public facilities. 

o Additional charges by private providers (since reimbursement rates under GFHIs often fall below market 

rates). 

o High non-medical costs (transport, loss of wages). 

 Fiscal Strain: The financial burden of these schemes is placing extreme pressure on state health budgets (e.g., 15% of 

health budgets in states like Haryana and West Bengal), leading to delayed payments to providers and further 

systemic inefficiency. 

The Structural Critique 

The author critiques the current insurance-led model as being “of the rich, for the profit, and by the poor.” The reliance on 

insurance mechanisms is failing because it treats healthcare as a commodity transaction rather than a public good. 

The core issue is that insurance does not create care; it only creates a mechanism to pay for it. If the infrastructure for 

affordable, public-sector care is missing, insurance merely funnels public money into the private sector without providing 

substantive protection for the household. 

Way Forward: Rethinking Universal Health Coverage 

To address this crisis, the policy discourse must shift from "insurance-led" to "system-strengthening": 
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1. Strengthen Public Primary Care: There is an urgent need to pivot toward comprehensive primary healthcare. The 

Ayushman Arogya Mandir (AAM) initiative is a positive step, but it remains severely underfunded. 

2. Infrastructure Investment: Governments must prioritize investment in public hospitals, diagnostics, and 

pharmaceutical supply chains to ensure that care is truly "free" and accessible, rather than relying on private 

empanelment. 

3. Regulation of the Private Sector: If GFHIs are to continue, the private sector must be subject to tighter regulation 

regarding service quality and price capping, preventing the exploitation of the reimbursement gap. 

4. Evidence-Based Reallocation: States should re-evaluate their fiscal allocation, prioritizing the strengthening of the 

National Health Mission and public institutions over the open-ended financing of private sector insurance models. 

Conclusion 

The NSS 80th round data serves as a stark warning: Health insurance is not a substitute for a functioning public healthcare 

system. While insurance provides a safety net, it cannot effectively replace the need for robust, publicly funded, and 

accessible healthcare institutions. India’s path to Universal Health Coverage must move beyond the "insurance-led" model and 

prioritize the radical strengthening of the public healthcare infrastructure to ensure that health is treated as a right, not a 

profit-driven commodity. 

 

 

 

 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Out-of-Pocket (OOP) expenditure in healthcare refers to: 

(a) Government spending on health 

(b) Insurance premium payments 

(c) Direct payments made by households for healthcare services 

(d) Donations to hospitals 

Ans: c) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the causes and consequences of rising Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE) in India. Suggest policy measures.(250 

Words) 
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Page :08 : Editorial Analysis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Context : The article posits that the aftermath of "Operation Sindoor"—a military conflict in May 2025—has 

catalyzed an unexpected shift in South Asian geopolitics. While conventional wisdom suggests India’s hard power 

GS Paper II:International Relations 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question:“Soft power gains cannot substitute for deficits in 

hard power.”Discuss in the context of South Asian geopolitics.(150 Words) 
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trajectory continues to rise, the author argues that Pakistan is gaining relative "soft power" and diplomatic visibility 

by positioning itself as a pivotal mediator in the U.S.-Iran conflict, effectively capitalizing on India's current strategic 

silence. 

Analytical Framework: The Pyramid of Power 

The author utilizes the Lowy Institute’s framework to categorize states, assigning 55% weight to material power and 

45% to soft power (diplomacy, institutional influence). 

 India’s Position: Previously categorized as a potential "Global Power," the article argues that India is 

exhibiting characteristics of a "Middle Power." This is attributed to: 

o Strategic Restraint: India’s silence on major global developments (like the U.S.-Iran conflict) is 

interpreted by the author as passivity rather than maturity. 

o Diplomatic Stagnation: The waning efficacy of groupings like I2U2 and BRICS in the current 2026 

climate. 

 Pakistan’s Position: Emerging from a "Minor Power" status toward a "Consequential Regional Power." This 

rise is driven by: 

o Strategic Utility: Pakistan’s successful role as a facilitator in U.S.-Iran diplomacy. 

o External Balancing: Strengthening security partnerships with Saudi Arabia and the U.S., allowing it to 

"punch above its weight" despite persistent economic fragility. 

Hard Power vs. Soft Power: The Core Tension 

A critical dimension of this analysis is the divergence between structural capabilities and diplomatic projection. 

Feature India Pakistan 

Foundation High Hard Power (Economy, Military, Tech). Fragile Economy, High External Debt. 

Strategy Strategic Restraint / Silence. Active Mediation / Rent-Seeking. 

Trajectory Perceived stagnation in diplomatic "reach." Surge in diplomatic relevance. 

Critical Evaluation: 

While the author highlights Pakistan’s diplomatic gains, students of International Relations must distinguish between 

tactical relevance and structural power. 

 The "Rent-Seeking" Critique: Critics argue that Pakistan’s recent diplomatic momentum is a classic example 

of "rent-seeking"—leveraging geopolitical positioning for short-term gains (security/financial support) rather 

than undertaking deep-seated structural reforms. 

 The "Hard Power" Imperative: As the author rightly concludes, soft power (diplomacy) is not a substitute 

for hard power (economic capacity and military technological edge). India’s long-term trajectory is 

underpinned by its demographic scale and technological growth, whereas Pakistan’s gains remain vulnerable 

to the stability of its external patrons. 

Strategic Implications for India 
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The debate within India’s strategic community regarding "silence" versus "restraint" suggests a need for a 

recalibrated foreign policy: 

1. Breaking the Silencing Dilemma: There is a thin line between "strategic autonomy" (avoiding 

entanglement) and "strategic irrelevance" (being sidelined). India may need to articulate its stance more 

proactively, especially in the West Asian theater, to prevent being seen as a "passive bystander." 

2. Revitalizing Multilateralism: If established groupings like I2U2 are losing their "visibility," India must pivot 

toward more flexible, issue-based coalitions that cater to the 2026 global reality. 

3. Aligning Narratives with Capability: India’s hard power (military-industrial growth since 2025) must be 

matched by a proactive diplomatic narrative. "Silent" growth may be misread as "lack of ambition." 

Conclusion 

The "shift" toward Pakistan is essentially a shift in perceptual utility rather than material reality. Pakistan has 

successfully utilized the vacuum in U.S.-Iran relations to re-enter the "great power" conversation. However, for India, 

the challenge is not to compete with Pakistan on this specific diplomatic lever, but to ensure that its own strategic 

restraint does not translate into long-term geopolitical marginalization. The goal for India should be to leverage its 

robust "hard power" foundations to shape the regional order, rather than letting the narrative be defined by the 

temporary diplomatic maneuvers of its neighbors. 

 

 

 

 


