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Page 01 :GS III :Indian Economy / Prelims Exam 

In April 2026, India’s retail inflation, measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI), accelerated to a 13-month high of 3.5%. While 

this figure remains comfortably within the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) tolerance band of 2% to 6%, the upward trajectory—

driven by food and service costs—signals emerging supply-side pressures. Notably, this data is the first to reflect the full 

monthly impact following the escalation of the conflict in West Asia, highlighting the link between global geopolitics and 

domestic price stability. 

 

Key Highlights of the Inflation Data 

1. Drivers of the Surge 

 Food and Beverages: Inflation in this category rose to 4% from 3.7% in March. Perishable items like tomatoes (up 35%) 

were major contributors, though some staples like onions and potatoes remained in deflation. 

 Service Sector (Dining & Accommodation): Restaurant prices jumped to 4.2% (from 2.9%). This "pass-through" effect 

occurs when businesses transfer higher input costs (like commercial fuel and raw materials) to the end consumer.  

2. The Transport Divergence 

 Headline Transport Inflation: Stood at -0.01%, appearing stable at first glance.  

 The Internal Shift: This stability is deceptive. While passenger transport services (like bus/rail fares) eased, the cost of 

transporting goods surged by 7.6%. This suggests that while people are traveling cheaper, the "freight cost" of moving 

essential commodities is rising, which usually precedes a wider price hike in the coming months. 

3. New CPI Base Year (2024) 
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 It is vital to note that as of January 2026, India transitioned to a new CPI base year (2024=100).  

 The weightage of Food and Beverages has been reduced (from ~45.8% to ~36.7%), while the share of Services and 

Housing has increased, reflecting modern consumption patterns. 

PSC Analysis: Major Challenges & Risks 

A. Supply-Side vs. Monetary Policy 

The current inflation is primarily supply-driven (geopolitics and weather) rather than demand-driven. The RBI’s Monetary Policy 

Committee (MPC) faces a dilemma: raising interest rates (Hawkish stance) may not fix a supply shortage caused by a war in West 

Asia or a bad monsoon, but it might be necessary to prevent inflation from becoming "entrenched."  

B. The "El Niño" & Geopolitical Threat 

 Geopolitics: The war in West Asia has disrupted shipping routes and increased crude oil volatility. Even if domestic fuel 

prices are managed, the "freight cost" surge (7.6%) acts as a hidden tax on all goods.  

 Climate Risks: Forecasts of an El Niño year threaten the Kharif crop cycle. If the monsoon is deficient, food inflation 

(already at 4%) could breach the RBI's 6% upper limit.  

C. Impact on the Common Man 

Inflation at 3.5% might look statistically low, but the high concentration in Food and Dining disproportionately affects the poor 

and the middle class, as a larger share of their disposable income is spent on these "essential" and "semi-essential" categories. 

Conclusion 

The April 2026 inflation reading is a "yellow flag" for the Indian economy. While the headline number is still below the RBI's 4% 

medium-term target, the underlying pressure in food and logistics is significant. Moving forward, the government's ability to 

manage supply chains and the RBI’s precision in liquidity management will be tested by the dual headwinds of a volatile West 

Asia and an unpredictable monsoon. For a "Viksit Bharat," maintaining price stability amidst global chaos remains the primary 

macroeconomic challenge. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following best explains the term “pass-through effect” in inflation economics? 

(a) Reduction in taxes leading to lower consumer prices 

(b) Transfer of subsidy benefits directly to consumers 

(c) Transfer of increased input costs by producers to consumers 

(d) Increase in exports due to currency depreciation 

Ans : c) 
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UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Distinguish between demand-pull inflation and cost-push inflation. Why does supply-side inflation pose a policy dilemma 

for the Reserve Bank of India? (150 Words) 
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Page 04 :GS II :International Relations 

The decision by Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi to skip the BRICS Foreign Ministers’ meeting in New Delhi (May 14–15, 

2026) highlights the competing diplomatic priorities of major powers. While Beijing officially cites "scheduling conflicts" due to 

a high-profile visit by U.S. President Donald Trump, the move underscores the delicate state of India-China bilateral relations 

and the internal frictions currently testing the BRICS+ expansion. 

 

Analysis of Key Themes 

1. The "Scheduling Conflict" and Strategic Signaling 

 The U.S.-China Factor: Foreign Minister Wang Yi’s presence in Beijing for President Trump’s visit suggests that China 

currently prioritizes stabilizing its relationship with the U.S. over multilateral participation in India. 

 Level of Representation: By sending Ambassador Xu Feihong instead of a high-ranking official from Beijing, China is 

maintaining its presence without lending the meeting the "diplomatic weight" usually associated with Foreign 

Minister-level talks. 
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2. Internal Friction within BRICS+ 

The grouping, which expanded recently to 11 nations (including Iran, UAE, Ethiopia, and Egypt), is facing growing pains: 

 The West Asia Crisis: Deep divisions exist regarding the conflict in West Asia. The failure to produce a joint statement 

at the previous Deputy Foreign Ministers' meeting due to UAE-Iran sparring indicates that "consensus" is becoming 

harder to reach. 

 BRICS Plus Cooperation: While China expressed verbal support for India’s chairmanship and "high-quality 

development" of BRICS Plus, the lack of ministerial representation signals a more cautious approach to India-led 

initiatives. 

3. India’s Role as Chair 

Despite the absence of Wang Yi, India remains at the center of the "Global South" discourse: 

 Multilateral Leadership: EAM S. Jaishankar is steering discussions on reforms of global governance and the 

multilateral system, pushing the agenda that the UN and other bodies need to reflect modern realities. 

 Bilateral Engagement: High-level meetings between PM Modi and leaders like Russia’s Sergey Lavrov and Iran’s Abbas 

Araghchi ensure that India remains a primary bridge between traditional powers and the emerging economies of the 

Middle East. 

UPSC Relevant Concepts 

Concept Significance in this Context 

BRICS+ Expansion 
Testing whether the group can remain a cohesive economic bloc or if it will become a forum for 

bilateral disputes (e.g., Iran vs. UAE). 

Strategic Autonomy 
India's ability to host Russian and Iranian ministers while maintaining ties with the West and 

managing a cold relationship with China. 

Global Governance 

Reform 

A core BRICS objective aimed at reducing the dominance of Western-led institutions (IMF, World 

Bank). 

Challenges & Outlook 

 The Joint Statement Hurdle: The primary challenge for Indian diplomacy this week will be navigating the West Asia 

crisis to produce a Joint Communiqué. A failure to do so for a second consecutive meeting would raise questions 

about the grouping’s efficacy. 

 India-China Relations: The absence of Wang Yi limits the opportunity for a "sideline" meeting to discuss the ongoing 

border tensions (LAC), suggesting that a breakthrough in bilateral ties remains distant. 
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Conclusion 

The 2026 BRICS Foreign Ministers' meeting is a litmus test for the grouping's ability to function as a unified voice for the Global 

South amidst internal discord and external geopolitical shifts. For India, the challenge lies in ensuring that BRICS remains an 

effective platform for economic and institutional reform, rather than a casualty of the "scheduling reasons" and political 

disagreements of its most powerful members. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques:“The expansion of BRICS+ has increased its geopolitical relevance but also intensified internal contradictions.”Critically 

examine.(150 Words) 
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Page 06:GS III : Environment / Prelims Exam 
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has launched a pioneering "block-level" monsoon forecast model, covering 

approximately 3,200 blocks across 15 states. By transitioning from district-level to block-level (1-km resolution in some areas), 

the IMD aims to bridge the "last-mile" gap in agricultural planning. This system is designed to provide farmers with actionable 

intelligence to navigate the challenges of a "below normal" monsoon predicted for 2026 due to the El Niño phenomenon. 

 

Technical Breakdown: How it Works 

1. The Blending Framework 

Developed by the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), the system uses a "blending" technique: 

 Data Fusion: It combines AI-based analysis with a century’s worth of historical meteorological data. 
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 Model Downscaling: It takes the Mithuna model (12.5-km resolution) and "downscales" it to higher resolutions. In 

Uttar Pradesh, this has reached a granular 1-km resolution due to a dense network of automatic weather stations. 

2. Probabilistic Forecasting 

Unlike traditional "all-or-nothing" forecasts, this system provides probabilistic forecasts for four weeks. This helps the Ministry 

of Agriculture issue precise advisories for: 

 Sowing Windows: When to plant seeds based on specific arrival dates in a block. 

 Irrigation Management: Planning water use if the block-level forecast shows a "dry spell" despite district-wide rain. 

UPSC Analysis: Implications for Agriculture & Economy 

A. Precision Agriculture & Food Security 

The Indian monsoon is notoriously erratic. A district might be marked as "monsoon arrived," yet specific blocks within it remain 

dry. Hyper-local data allows for Precision Agriculture, reducing the risk of "sowing failure," which is a major cause of rural debt. 

B. The El Niño Factor (2026 Context) 

The system faces a "trial by fire" this year. El Niño—the warming of the central and eastern Pacific Ocean—is strongly correlated 

with deficient monsoons in India. 

 Monsoon Core Zone: The model specifically targets 15 states in the "core zone" that are primarily rainfed. In a year of 

"below normal" rain, knowing exactly when and where a light shower will occur can save a crop cycle. 

C. Federalism in Science 

The model’s success depends on State-Centre cooperation. The 1-km resolution in Uttar Pradesh was only possible because 

the state shared its local weather station data. This sets a precedent for Cooperative Federalism in disaster and climate 

mitigation. 

Key Comparison: Old vs. New Model 

Feature Traditional District Model New Block-Level Model 

Spatial Resolution ~25 km to 50 km 1 km to 12.5 km 

Target Audience Policy Makers / Regional Planners Individual Farmers / Block Officers 

Primary Data Satellite & Large Weather Stations AI-Blended Historical Data + Local Stations 

Advisory Nature General (e.g., "Rain in Lucknow") Specific (e.g., "Rain in Bakshi Ka Talab block") 
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Conclusion 

The shift to block-level forecasting represents the "democratization of weather data." By providing four-week probabilistic 

forecasts, the IMD is moving from mere "prediction" to "risk management." However, the ultimate success of this model will 

depend on how effectively these high-tech alerts are communicated to the farmer on the ground through the Kisan Suvidha or 

local extension services. As climate change increases the frequency of extreme weather events, such "downscaled" models will 

be the backbone of India's climate resilience strategy. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: El Niño is generally associated with which of the following impacts on the Indian monsoon? 

(a) Intensification of monsoon rainfall in all parts of India 

(b) Deficient or below-normal monsoon rainfall 

(c) Complete withdrawal of the southwest monsoon 

(d) Increase in winter rainfall over peninsular India only 

Ans :b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Discuss the significance of hyper-local weather forecasting in improving agricultural resilience in India. How can block-

level forecasting transform rural risk management?(150 Words) 
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Page :10:GS III :Environment / Prelims Exam 

The Chief Justice of India (CJI) recently unveiled two landmark digital initiatives: ‘One Case, One Data’ (OCOD) and ‘Su-

Sahayak’. While these represent a leap toward a "paperless" and efficient judiciary, they bring to the forefront a critical debate: 

Can technology enhance the "speed" of justice without compromising the "equity" of 

justice? 

Analysis of the New Initiatives 

1. One Case, One Data (OCOD) 

 Concept: A unified data platform that creates a single, persistent digital 

"fingerprint" or trail for a legal dispute as it moves from subordinate courts to the 

High Courts and the Supreme Court. 

 Benefits: 

o Standardization: Overcomes the fragmented software practices currently 

used across various districts. 

o Efficiency: Reduces manual verification, provides accurate judicial statistics, 

and identifies "bottlenecks" where cases are stuck for years. 

o Transparency: Allows for reciprocal access to records between different 

levels of the judiciary. 

2. Su-Sahayak 

 Concept: An AI-powered chatbot integrated into the Supreme Court’s website. 

 Function: Assists users in navigating complex legal information, including case 

status, cause lists, judgments, and e-services. It builds upon previous tools like 

SUVAS (translation) and SUPACE (data processing). 

UPSC Analysis: Risks and Challenges 

A. The Digital Divide & Economic Barrier 

The editorial highlights a transition from "physical hurdles" to "digital hurdles": 

 Capital Intensity: Large law firms can afford the scanners, cloud storage, and high-

speed tech required for OCOD. However, independent practitioners at the taluka 

and district levels may be financially sidelined. 
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 Digital Middlemen: Just as "touts" existed for physical paperwork, a new class of unregulated digital middlemen may 

emerge to help illiterate or tech-illiterate litigants navigate e-filing portals, adding to the cost of justice. 

B. AI Bias & Substantive Reasoning 

 Algorithmic Bias: If AI models are trained on historical data that reflects social biases (e.g., higher arrest rates for certain 

communities), the AI might "automate" discrimination in matters like bail or sentencing. 

 The "Line of Control": Indian courts currently use AI for assistance (translation, data sorting). The editorial warns 

against moving toward substantive reasoning (letting AI decide cases), as human empathy and constitutional nuance 

cannot be replicated by code. 

C. Data Privacy & Integrity 

 Legacy Records: Transitioning millions of old, physical files into a "centralized digital fingerprint" risks data corruption 

or loss of integrity. 

 Privacy: A centralized platform makes it easier for state or private actors to engage in "judicial profiling" if strict access 

controls are not implemented. 

Evolution of AI in Indian Judiciary 

Tool Purpose 

SUVAS Translates judicial documents and judgments from English into vernacular languages. 

SUPACE An assistant tool to collect and analyze relevant facts and legal precedents. 

Su-Sahayak A front-end AI chatbot for user-friendly navigation of court services. 

OCOD A backend unified data infrastructure for the entire judicial lifecycle. 

Conclusion: The Way Forward 

The digitisation of the judiciary must not be an end in itself but a means to achieve Social Justice. To prevent the "potential for 

abuse," the state must: 

1. Subsidize Tech: Provide digital infrastructure support to small-scale lawyers in rural areas. 

2. Voice-First Integration: Upgrade ‘Su-Sahayak’ with multi-lingual voice capabilities to include the visually impaired and 

the non-literate. 

3. Human-in-the-Loop: Ensure that AI remains a "clerk" and never the "judge," maintaining the sanctity of human judicial 

reasoning. 
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The "OCOD" model has the potential to solve the plague of judicial pendency, but only if the "Digital Fingerprint" it creates does 

not become a tool for surveillance or exclusion. 

UPSC Prelims Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Which of the following best explains the term “algorithmic bias”? 

(a) Delay caused by outdated computer systems 

(b) Errors in internet connectivity affecting AI outputs 

(c) Systematic discrimination embedded in AI systems due to biased training data 

(d) Excessive dependence on human judges in digital systems 

Ans: c) 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: “Digitisation of the judiciary can improve efficiency, but it may also create new forms of exclusion.”Critically examine in the 

context of recent digital judicial initiatives in India.(250 Words) 
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Page 10:GS III : Disaster Management 
The tragic Vivek Vihar fire (May 2024) is a symptom of a larger "silent" crisis: the non-linear growth of electrical load in India. 
As extreme heat drives the installation of millions of air-conditioners (ACs), older buildings wired for simple "fan-and-bulb" 
loads are failing. With electrical faults accounting for nearly 75–80% of urban fires, India faces a systemic challenge in forensic 
analysis, safety standards, and consumer awareness. 
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The Anatomy of an Electrical Fire Risk 

1. The "AC Factor": Non-Linear Loads 

Air conditioners are not just heavy loads; they are complex ones. 

 Startup Surge: An AC's startup current can be 6 to 8 times its running current, causing instant stress on old wires. 

 Harmonic Distortion: Modern inverter ACs draw current in "jagged pulses." In three-phase buildings, these pulses 
create harmonics that accumulate in the neutral wire. Since neutral wires are historically thinner than phase wires, 
they overheat silently behind walls, creating an invisible ignition source. 

2. The Maintenance Gap 

Unlike Japan or South Korea, where domestic electrical inspections are mandatory every four years, India lacks a periodic 
inspection regime. 

 Legacy Wiring: A circuit installed in the 1980s is now expected to power ACs, induction hobs, and EV chargers—none 
of which were accounted for during original construction. 

 Loose Connections: A loose wire at a breaker or socket creates "micro-arcing," which generates localized heat over 
months, eventually charring the insulation. 

Comparative Global Safety Standards 

Feature India USA / EU / Japan 

Mandatory Inspection Generally only at first connection. Mandatory periodic checks (e.g., every 4 years in Japan). 

Arc-Fault Circuit Interrupters 
(AFCI) 

Essentially absent in residential 
use. 

Mandatory in U.S. dwellings since 1999. 

Smart Monitoring 
Lack of consumer-priced IoT 
sensors. 

Insurer-provided sensors (e.g., Ting) used in millions of 
homes. 

Forensic Analysis 
High reliance on "provisional" 
causes. 

Robust forensic chain (NTSB/MAIB model) for root-cause 
analysis. 

UPSC Analysis: Policy & Structural Gaps 

A. Infrastructure & Forensic Deficit 

The 96% shortage in fire infrastructure and the lack of forensic engineers mean that "short circuit" becomes a catch-all term 
for incidents that are never truly understood. Without root-cause analysis, building codes cannot be updated effectively. 

B. The "Digital-Physical" Bottleneck 
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While the National Electrical Code of India (2023) exists, its implementation at the residential level is weak. Furthermore, 
there is no certification regime to help Indian consumers identify which "Smart Meters" or "Stabilizers" actually monitor 
harmonics or provide arc-fault protection. 

C. Socio-Economic Vulnerability 

Lower-income tenants in older, rented apartment stocks are most exposed, as they have the least control over the building's 
core wiring but the highest need for cooling during 47°C summers. 

Proposed Measures for a Safer Grid 

1. Harmonic Compliance: Mandate IEEE 519-style compliance for high-density buildings like hospitals, data centers, and 
EV hubs. 

2. Triggered Inspections: Introduce a rule where adding a major load (AC, EV charger, Rooftop Solar) triggers a 
mandatory safety audit of the existing internal wiring. 

3. Modernizing Protection: Incentivize the use of Arc-Fault Detection Devices (AFDDs) which can cut power before a 
spark turns into a flame. 

4. Data Harmonization: Create a unified dataset across the Delhi Fire Service (DFS), National Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB), and Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) to accurately track and prevent fire causes. 

Conclusion 

India’s electrical safety cannot remain a matter of "luck." As we transition to a high-load, EV-driven economy, the National 
Building Code must evolve from passive safety (fire extinguishers) to active prevention (AI sensors and harmonic monitoring). 
The "hum" of millions of ACs is a warning—the choice is to fix the wires now or face the sparks later. 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question   

Ques: Examine the role of non-linear electrical loads and harmonic distortion in increasing fire risks in urban residential 

buildings. Suggest suitable policy interventions.(250 Words) 
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Page :08 : Editorial Analysis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS PaperIII:Environment 

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Question:“Human-wildlife conflict is fundamentally a crisis of 

habitat fragmentation rather than animal aggression.”Discuss with suitable examples from 

India. (250 Words) 
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Context :Human-Wildlife Conflict is no longer just a conservation problem; it is a predictable outcome of rapidly 

transforming natural habitats. As human activities—agriculture, infrastructure, and urban sprawl—encroach on 

seasonal corridors, wildlife is forced to adapt. This adaptation, often viewed as "aggression," is actually a biological 

response to habitat fragmentation and resource scarcity. 

The Global & Indian Landscape of Conflict 

1. Geography of Conflict 

The most intense interactions occur where biodiversity hotspots overlap with high human density. 

 India: Challenges involve elephants (crop raiding) and big cats (livestock predation). 

 Global Parallels: Brazil, Indonesia, Kenya, and Tanzania face similar issues due to the extensive range 

requirements of large mammals. 

2. Ecological Imbalance vs. Animal Behaviour 

The article clarifies that animals aren't "encroaching" by choice. 

 Adaptation: Elephants raid crops because their natural corridors are blocked by farms or highways. 

 Prey Depletion: Predators turn to livestock only when natural prey populations in forests decline. 

 Resource Competition: Wild boars and monkeys exploit forest edges where human food is easily accessible. 

Lessons from Global Best Practices 

Country Strategy Key Outcome 

Botswana & 

Namibia 

Community-based natural resource 

management. 

Revenue sharing from tourism reduces local 

hostility. 

Costa Rica Ecological corridors in national planning. 
Maintains habitat connectivity as a policy 

priority. 

Finland Real-time monitoring + Rapid compensation. 
Reduces both physical risk and economic 

resentment. 

Bhutan & Nepal 
Community-managed forests & predator-proof 

enclosures. 

Proven reduction in livestock loss through local 

participation. 

UPSC Analysis: The Indian Context & Policy Gaps 

A. Limitations of Technical Fixes 

The author critiques "isolated technical fixes" like elephant fertility control. While popular in public debate, experts 

argue these are impractical for India’s vast, uncontained elephant populations. The root cause—habitat loss—

remains unaddressed by such measures. 

B. Strengthening Compensation & Governance 
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While India has robust legal frameworks (Wildlife Protection Act, 1972), the implementation needs: 

 Timeliness: Delays in compensation for crop loss or death fuel local anger against the Forest Department. 

 Accessibility: Marginalized communities often find it difficult to navigate the bureaucracy required to claim 

damages. 

 Adaptive Governance: Moving away from a "top-down" approach to one that involves local communities as 

active partners rather than just victims. 

C. The Climate Change Multiplier 

Climate change acts as a threat multiplier. Altered rainfall patterns and drying water holes in forests force animals 

to move toward human settlements earlier in the season, intensifying the frequency of encounters. 

The Way Forward: Designing Shared Landscapes 

The article argues for a shift from "conflict elimination" to "conflict management" through: 

1. Ecological Connectivity: Identifying and legally protecting wildlife corridors to allow seasonal movement. 

2. Land-Use Planning: Ensuring that infrastructure (roads/railways) includes eco-bridges and underpasses. 

3. Participatory Conservation: Integrating local livelihoods with conservation goals (e.g., eco-tourism or 

sustainable forest produce). 

4. Education: Rebuilding the traditional Indian ethos of tolerance through awareness programs. 

Conclusion 

Human-wildlife coexistence is not a luxury but a necessity for ecological sustainability. As Prof. Kumar notes, the goal 

is a landscape that is scientifically informed, socially just, and ecologically sustainable. In the era of the 

Anthropocene, the survival of the elephant and the farmer are intrinsically linked to how we manage the space 

between them. 

 

 

 

 


