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Page 01 : GS II : International Relations / Preliminary Examination 

Recently, during the 11th Quad Foreign Ministers' Meeting, India and the US  have signed a bilateral agreement to secure the 

supply ofRare Earth Elements (REEs) and Critical Minerals. Along with this, the four Quad countries (India, the US, Australia and 

Japan) have also approved a joint mineral framework. The move  comes with the aim of securing and diversifying the global 

supply chain in response to the recent export restrictions of strategic metals imposed by China.  

Key Points and Analysis 

We can understand the various aspects of this agreement under the following key points: 

A. Main Objectives and Scope of the Agreement 

 Scope of Bilateral Cooperation: This framework of India-US will increase cooperation in mining, processing,  recycling 

and related investments.  

 Scrap Management and Financing: Both countries will 

promote financial synergy for effective management 

and processing of scrap of rare earth minerals.  

B. Geopolitical Context and the 'China Factor' 

 China's Monopoly:  China has a   near monopoly on 

the mining of rare earth elements (REEs) globally and in 

particular their processing.  

 Weapon of Export Control:   In response to the tariffs 

imposed by the US in 2025, China had imposed 

stringent export controls on these strategic metals. 

Since these metals are indispensable for 

semiconductors, electric vehicles (EVs),  defense 

equipment, and modern electronics, China's move had 

created a crisis in the global market. This move by the 

Quad is to reduce this dependence.  

C. Financial Resources and Other Initiatives 

 The Quad's $20 billion fund: Together, the four Quad 

countries  have set a goal of raising nearly $20  billion in 

government and private sector collaboration to 

establish stable supply chains.  

 U.S. Contribution: According to the U.S. Embassy, the 

U.S. is mobilizing resources through more than $30 

billion in investments, loans, and letters of  intent in partnership with the private sector.  
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 Pax Silica Initiative: The agreement is a sequel to India's accession to the US-led 'Pax Silica'  initiative on February 20, 

2026, which strengthens technical and mineral security.  

D. Strategic and Legal Alignment 

 Simplification of Domestic Laws: Under this agreement, the participating countries will harmonize  their domestic laws 

and regulations to facilitate the movement and trade of minerals.  

 E-Waste and Recycling: The Quad countries will collaborate on technical cooperation to extract critical minerals from 

e-waste and other scrap materials and reuse them, ensuring environmental protection as well as mineral security.  

3. Significance for India 

 Self-reliance and Security: India  is   solely dependent on imported critical minerals for its 'Make in India', EV mission, 

and semiconductor mission. This agreement will provide a safe supply route to India.  

 Technology Transfer: Countries like the US and Japan will help India acquire cutting-edge technology in the field of 

processing and recycling.  

 Global Manufacturing Hub: Reducing dependence on China will enable India to position itself as a secure and reliable 

global manufacturing hub.  

Conclusion 

In conclusion, this mineral agreement between the India-US and the Quad countries is not just a trade deal, but it is a far-

reaching strategic move. The agreement strengthens the 'China Plus One' (China+1)  strategy and will be a milestone in reducing 

the geopolitical influence of any one country on future clean energy and defence technologies. This is a great opportunity for 

India to consolidate both its economic sovereignty and national security.  

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Q: What does 'China+1 Strategy'  stand for? 

(a) Joint military strategy between China and India 

(b) Termination of trade with China 

(c) Developing alternative manufacturing hubs by reducing dependence on China by global companies 

(d) Construction of new trade corridors by China 

Answer: d) 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Q:  How has China's control of rare earth elements affected the global supply chain? Analyse the challenges and opportunities it 

poses for India. (150 words) 
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Page 01 & 4 : GS II : International Relations / Preliminary Examination 
Recently, the 11th Quad  Foreign Ministers' Meeting was held in New Delhi. The meeting assumed significance 

amid the ongoing crisis in West Asia, especially tensions in the Strait of Hormuz, and escalating military activities in 

the South China Sea. In this meeting, India, the US, Australia and Japan have announced new strategic initiatives to 

maintain security, stability and energy supply in the Indo-Pacific 

region.  

Key Analysis Points  

1. Maritime Security and Surveillance Initiatives 

The meeting announced two major initiatives to enhance 

security and transparency in the Indo-Pacific region: 

 Indo-Pacific Maritime Surveillance Cooperation 

Initiative: Under this, the four countries will share 

intelligence using their respective maritime surveillance 

capabilities.  

 Expansion of the Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain 

Awareness (IPMDA) Initiative:  Through this, regional 

countries will be provided with data on the movement of 

commercial maritime vessels in real-time, helping in 

emergency and humanitarian assistance operations.  

2.  The Strait of Hormuz Crisis and International Law 

 Iran's Claim vs. Quad's Stand: Iran believes that the 

Strait of Hormuz is not an international waterway,  so it 

is not obligated to abide by the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). In contrast, 

the Quad countries have rejected this claim, emphasizing 

the importance of freedom of navigation and the 

safety of commercial vessels.  

 Coordination of Coast Guards:  India will host the next 

'Quad at Sea' operation, which will bring the Coast 

Guards of the four countries on one platform.  

3. Regional energy security 

 The ongoing conflicts in the Red Sea and Hormuz threaten to disrupt global energy supply chains. To address 

this, the 'Quad Indo-Pacific Energy Security Initiative' has been launched to meet the energy crisis in 

emergency situations.  
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4. Questions and challenges on the future of the Quad 

 Uncertainty of the summit:  The lack of a date for the next Quad Heads of Government Summit to be held 

in India is a matter of concern. This has led to fears that the group may be reduced from the top level to only 

foreign minister-level talks.  

 Global Equation: Analysts are questioning the US commitment to the Quad due to America's changing 

political leadership and its bilateral relations with other global powers, although the US leadership has denied 

it.  

 China's Opposition: China has criticized the meeting as usual, calling it an attempt to create a "specific and 

narrow bloc".  

conclusion  

The steps taken by the Quad countries for maritime cooperation and energy security reflect that the group is 

emerging as a significant security provider in the Indo-Pacific region. However, the delay in scheduling meetings at 

the level of top leaders and the difference in priorities among the member countries pose a major challenge to the 

future of this grouping. It is imperative for India to continue to use this platform to strengthen its maritime security 

and strengthen its position in the global supply chain.  

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Q:What is the main objective of the 'IPMDA' (Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness)  initiative? 

(a) Monitoring of nuclear weapons in the Indo-Pacific region 

(b) Real-time monitoring and information sharing of marine vessels 

(c) Redrawing of maritime boundaries 

(d) Establishment of military bases in the Indian Ocean  

Answer: b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: "The Quad is no longer just a strategic dialogue forum, but is emerging as a comprehensive maritime and energy 

security architecture in the Indo-Pacific region. Analyse with reference to the recent Foreign Ministers' Meeting. (150 words) 
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Page : 08 : GS II : Indian Polity/ Preliminary Examination 

Recently,  7  out of 10  Rajya Sabha MPs of the Aam Aadmi Party  have announced the merger with the Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP). He has claimed that this number fulfills the condition of a two-thirds majority under the anti-

defection law. This development is not only politically significant, but it  has  also raised deep constitutional 

questions about the interpretation of the provisions of 'merger' under the 10th Schedule of the Indian Constitution 

and the stability of legislative democracy.  

 

Key Analysis Points  

1. Background and Evolution of Anti-Defection Law 

 52nd Constitutional Amendment (1985): The original Constitution did not have a provision for 

disqualification on the grounds of defection. The 10th Schedule was added to prevent the unethical practice 

of repeated switches of party for political gains by elected representatives . Under this, the decision of 

disqualification was handed over to the Speaker or Chairman of the House.  



         
 
 
 

 
 

 

Daily News Analysis 
 

 

 Basic Exception: Initially there were two exceptions to this law—'split' in the party under  paragraph 3  and 

'merger' under paragraph 4.  

 91st Constitutional Amendment (2003):  Based on the recommendations of the Dinesh Goswami 

Committee and the 170th Law Commission, the 'split' exception was completely abolished. The aim was to 

ensure that internal factionalism within the party could not be made a legitimate basis for defection.  

2. The 'Original Political Party' vs the 'Legislature Party' Controversy 

The main focus of this whole controversy  is the interpretation of paragraph 4 of the 10th Schedule. The question is, 

is the mere concurrence of two-thirds of the MPs enough for a merger? 

 Supremacy of political party:  A clear reading of paragraph 4 of the law  shows that exemption occurs 

when  the 'original political party' is merged with another party. The strength of MPs or MLAs within the 

House  alone cannot replace the decision of the parent organization.  

 Supreme Court's stand (Subhash Desai v. Maharashtra Governor case, 2023): The Constitution Bench of 

the Supreme Court had clarified that the relationship between a legislative party and its parent political party 

can never be broken. Even after being elected, members are bound by the control and instructions (whip) of 

their parent political party.  

3. Beyond Technical Interpretation: Impact on Legislative Democracy 

 Existence of the Opposition: The basic purpose of the anti-defection law was not only to control individual 

conduct but  also to preserve the integrity of the party system and  the role of the 'opposition'  in democracy. 

If the legislative majority itself is allowed to usurp the identity of the original party, it will undermine the basic 

structure of parliamentary democracy.  

 Constitutional contradiction: If  the provision of 'split'  has already been abolished by the Parliament,  then 

recognising a merger made without the consent of the parent organization on the basis of a two-thirds 

majority only would be contrary to the basic spirit of the previous amendments.  

4. Current Situation and Need for Judicial Clarity 

The Aam Aadmi Party  has filed a petition before the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha   under paragraph 6 of the 10th 

Schedule to disqualify these 7 MPs. Since no final and complete judicial precedent has yet been established on the 

subject,  the matter is likely to be finalized by the Supreme Court in the future.  

conclusion  

This case re-underlines the central role of political parties in the Indian parliamentary system. For the vibrancy of 

democracy, it is imperative to have a strong and stable opposition along with the ruling party. The interpretation of 

this 'merger'  provision by the Chairman of the Rajya Sabha and eventually the Supreme Court will determine the 

future course of India's party politics and the effectiveness of the anti-defection law. The Constitution should be 

interpreted in such a way that it respects political integrity and the mandate of the people.  
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UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question:  Consider the following statements: 

1. The 91st Constitutional Amendment abolished the separation exception. 

2. Disqualification under the 10th Schedule is decided by the Election Commission. 

3.  The support of two-thirds of the legislative party has been considered necessary for the merger.  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

(a) Only 1 and 2 

(b) Only 1 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b) 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:Explain the difference between 'Parent Political Party' and 'Legislature Party' in the 10th Schedule. Can only 

a two-thirds majority of the legislature form the basis of a valid merger? (150 words) 
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Page 09: GS II : Social Justice /  Preliminary Examination 
According to the recently released 'Sample Registration System (SRS) Statistical Report 2024' (period 2022-2024), non-

communicable diseases (NCDs) account for 60%  of the total deaths in India. This figure  represents a massive increase of 7.3% 

compared  to the period 2015-2017 (52.8%). The report makes it clear that India is currently undergoing a major epidemiological  

transition, where chronic and lifestyle diseases are becoming the main cause of death rather than infectious diseases.  

 

Key Analysis Points 

1. Changes in Disease Profile and Major Diseases 

 Cardiovascular Diseases:  Cardiovascular diseases have proven to be the deadliest among non-communicable diseases, 

accounting for 32.1% of total deaths  (up from 27.1%  in 2015-17).  

 Other major causes: Cancer,   respiratory diseases, and digestive tract diseases are among the top causes of death after 

cardiovascular diseases, accounting for  more than 5%  of each.  

 Decline in Infectious Diseases: In contrast,  the share of   deaths from communicable, maternal, perinatal and 

nutritional conditions  has decreased from 22%  to 19.7%.  
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2. Demographic and Economic Concerns 

 Crisis on the workforce (30-69 age group): 37.3%   of the total deaths due to cardiovascular  diseases have been seen 

in the age group of 30 to 69 years.  The rising cases of heart disease and premature deaths  among young people in 

their 30s and 40s are impacting the country's productive workforce,  posing a serious economic and social challenge to 

India's demographic  dividend.  

 Double Challenge with Decline in Fertility Rate: The crisis comes at a time when the fertility rate in Indiais declining 

and many states  have fallen below the replacement level of 2.1  children per woman.  

3. Rural-Urban and Gender Discrepancies 

 Urban vs. Rural: NCDs  accounted for 64.8%  of deaths in urban areas,  compared to 58.8% in rural areas. Although it is 

less in rural areas,  it is also seeing a rapid increase.  

 Men vs. Women:  Deaths from NCDs in men (62.3%) are higher than in women (56.9%), but it is now becoming the 

primary cause of death in both women and rural populations.  

4. Regional Inequality (EAG State vs. Others) 

 The Empowered Working Group (EAG) states (e.g. Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha,  Rajasthan, 

Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand) and Assam  recorded  53.9%  of deaths due to NCDs, while the figure in other developed 

states was 63.5%It was. This shows that the burden of infectious and nutritional diseases is still relatively high in the 

backward states, leaving India  facing a "double burden"  on the health front.  

5. Youth Population and Mental Health Crisis 

 Suicide in the 15-29  age group: Suicide remains the largest cause of death in this age group,  accounting for 19% of 

the total deaths (it was 16.3% in 2015-17). It underscores the increasing mental stress, unemployment, academic 

pressure, financial difficulties, and social isolation among the youth.  

Challenges and Policy Requirements 

 Strengthening of Primary Health Infrastructure: India's health infrastructure has to adapt to the treatment of 

infectious diseases as well as for early detection,  screening, and long-term management of NCDs now.  The role of 

'Health and Wellness Centres' (HWCs)  under Ayushman Bharat becomes crucial here.  

 Lifestyle and Preventive Health:  There is a need to further intensify public awareness campaigns (such as the Fit India 

Movement) to improve diet, promote physical activity, and reduce tobacco and alcohol use.  

 Mental Health Support:  Effective implementation of initiatives such as the   National Mental Health Programme 

and Tele-MANAS at  the district and village level is essential to arrest the rising suicide rate among the youth.  

Conclusion 
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The SRS Statistical Report 2024 is a sobering warning for India. This increasing prevalence of non-communicable diseases is not 

only increasing the strain on the public health system but can also disrupt the country's economic growth. India needs a major 

strategic shift in its health policies, where prevention of lifestyle diseases, mental health support, and early screening at the 

primary level should be given top priority along with fighting infectious diseases.  

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: What is meant by 'epidemiological transition'? 

(a) Complete eradication of infectious diseases 

(b) Privatization of health services 

(c) Shifting of pattern of death and disease from infectious diseases to non-communicable diseases 

(d) Only increase in old age diseases 

Answer: (c) 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question:  The increasing burden of non-communicable diseases (NCDs)  in India has posed new challenges to the 

public health system.  Discuss the context of the SRS Statistical Report 2024. (150 words) 
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Page 10 : GS II I : Indian Polity / Preliminary Examination 

Recently, the Supreme Court has declared the right to safe travel on national highways as an integral part of the right to life 

under Article 21 of the Constitution, giving it the status of a fundamental right.  [In re: Phalodi Accident vs. National Highways 

Authority of India (NHAI) & Others (2025)] The court took suo motu cognizance and gave this historic decision. To pass this 

order, the Supreme Court  has exercised its inherent powers under Article 142  of the Constitution,  which gives it the 

extraordinary power to pass decrees or orders necessary to do 'complete justice' in any case.  

 

Key Analysis Points  

1. National Highways and the Right to Safe Travel (Article 21) 

 Constitutional Obligation: The Court has clarified that safe and well-maintained roads are no longer just a policy  goal 

of the state, but it is a constitutional obligation of the state.  
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 Factual Background: National highways in India account for only 2% of the total road network  ,  but account for 30% 

of the total road accident deaths. In the first six months of 2025  alone, about 26,770  deaths were recorded on 

the National Highways. Although the government  has adopted the 4E strategy (Education-Education, Engineering-

Engineering, Enforcement, and Emergency Medical Service) to reduce road accidents  by 50%  by 2030, this 

figure of deaths is highly alarming which prompted the judiciary to intervene.  

2. Article 142 and the concept of 'complete justice'  

 Residuary Nature: Article 142 confers a specific and extraordinary jurisdiction on the Supreme Court. It is used when 

the existing laws are silent or unable to provide justice in a specific case. This power is not given by any law,  but by the 

Constitution directly to the apex court in the form of its inherent role.  

 Beyond Legal Barriers:  In the case of Delhi Judicial Service Association vs. State of Gujarat (1991),  the Supreme Court 

had made it clear that restrictions imposed under any common law cannot apply to its constitutional power to do 

complete justice.  

 Priority to Natural Justice: According to the Canara Bank vs. Debasise Das (2003)  case, the basic purpose of the 

Constitution  is to provide 'Substantive Justice'. If legal justice is proved incapable for any reason,  then the 

principles of natural  justice should be followed to ensure complete justice.  

3. Can the High Courts also deliver 'complete justice'? 

 In the case of Anil Kumar Jain vs. Maya Jain (2009),  the Supreme Court had clarified that the powers of the High 

Courts under  Article 226  are not equivalent to the powers enjoyed by the Supreme Court under Article 142.  

 However, the nature of justice must always be 'absolute', so the High Courts can also dispense complete justice within 

their jurisdiction, but their powers are more limited and narrower than those of the Supreme Court.  

4. Points of Controversy and Criticism: Judicial Activism vs. Judicial Overreach 

 Violation of Separation of Powers: Critics argue that  the repeated or widespread use of  Article 142  undermines 

the principle of separation  of powers. Under this, the judiciary sometimes enters into the domain of the executive or 

the legislature and issues policy directions that come under the purview of making laws.  

 Constitutional Safety Valve: On the contrary,  proponents believe that when established laws prove to be 

inadequate due to changing socio-economic realities (such as homosexuality, live-in relationships, or new dimensions of 

road safety), Article 142 acts like a safety valve so that no one is wronged due to the technical shortcomings of the law.  

Conclusion 

Article 142  is an instrument in the hands of the Indian judiciary that ensures that the formalities of law do not come in the way 

of genuine justice. Declaring safe travel on National Highways as a fundamental right is the result of this visionary thinking. 
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However, while exercising this power, the Court must remember its own warning in the Hitesh Bhatnagar (2011) case that this 

extraordinary jurisdiction must be exercised with utmost caution, restraint and only in unavoidable circumstances, so that the 

balance between the three organs of democracy is maintained.  

UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question: Which of the following cases  deals with the broad interpretation of Article 142? 

(a) Kesavananda Bharati case 

(b) S.R. Bommai case 

(c) Delhi Judicial Service Association vs. State of Gujarat 

(d) Minerva Mills case 

Answer: c) 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: "Article 142 makes the Indian judiciary the 'safety valve' of the Constitution. Analyse its relevance in the context of a 

recent road safety decision. (150 words) 
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Page : 08 : Editorial Analysis  
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Context: Geopolitical tensions in West Asia and the Strait of Hormuz crisis have severely affected the global energy market. For 

a country like India,  which imports about 80-85% of its crude oil needs, this crisis is a major test. Although the government 

has kept fuel prices under control domestically through policy interventions and public sector oil companies (OMCs),  the 

realities of the international market are now raising questions about the economic sustainability of this strategy.  

Key Analysis Points 

1. Global Market Conditions vs. Domestic Price Stability 

 Global Scenario: Brent crude prices have soared globally due to the conflict, with marine insurance premiums and 

freight costs reaching historic highs. Fuel prices have  increased by almost 25%  in many advanced economies 

such as Germany (₹220/litre) and the UK (₹204/litre).  

 Indian Market Situation: In contrast, petrol and diesel prices in India  remain relatively stable around ₹95 per litre. 

This stability has been made possible by supply diversification, the use of strategic oil reserves, and the absorbing losses 

by oil marketing companies (OMCs).  

2. India's Strategic Interventions and Their Limitations 

 Supply Diversification:   India has diversified its energy sources by increasing crude oil imports from Russia, the US,  

West Africa and the Atlantic Basin, besides the Gulf countries.  India has also signed an agreement with the 

United Arab Emirates (UAE)   to stock up on 30  million barrels of crude oil to strengthen the Strategic 

Petroleum Reserves (SPR).  

 Domestic Gas Management: Domestic LPG production  has been increased by almost 50%  considering the 

number of LPG connections under the Ujjwala scheme (increasing from 14.5 crore to  more than 33  crore). Also, 

70%  gas supply to fertilizer plants has been ensured to maintain the agriculture supply chain.  

3. Financial Pressures on Oil Companies (Under-Recoveries) 

 Public sector oil companies (such as IOCL, BPCL, HPCL)  are selling fuel at a price lower than the cost to 

protect consumers from the shock of inflation.  

 According to estimates, oil companies are currently incurring  losses of ₹700 crore to ₹800 crore per day.  The 

recent cumulative price rise of about 7%  by the Government has been insufficient to bridge this deficit. According to 

analysts,  a one-time additional increase in prices of at least  13%  is necessary to completely offset this 

financial loss.  

GS Paper II & III: International Relations and Indian Economy 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions:  How does India's energy import dependence affect its 

fiscal and macroeconomic stability? Discuss with reference to the recent global energy 

crisis. (250 words) 
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4. Structural Vulnerability 

 This problem of India is not immediate but structural.  Key sectors such as transportation, logistics, aviation, 
manufacturing, and agriculture are completely dependent on fossil fuels.  

 The ever-increasing deficit increases the risk of increasing the fiscal deficit and weakening the Indian rupee, which is not 

good for long-term economic stability.  

5. Favorable time for price  correction 

 India's Consumer Price Index (CPI)-based retail inflation has been fairly controlled between 3.2% and 3.5%  in 

the early months of 2026.  

 This period of low inflation provides an opportunity for the government to make limited and rationalized increases in 

fuel prices, thereby improving the financial health of oil companies and reducing the fiscal burden without any 

uncontrolled inflation.  

Way Forward 

 Economic Realism: Frequent small changes create uncertainty among consumers and businesses. Instead, prices 

should be stabilized by  a one-time price correction (  an increase of at least 13%, until the global market returns to 

normal.  

 Promotion of Energy Conservation: The appeal for responsible energy use made by the Prime Minister (e.g. reducing 

unnecessary travel, adopting a hybrid/work from home model) should receive broad policy support.  

 Investing in Green Energy: The long-term solution is not just diversification but a rapid transition to renewable 

energy (solar, wind) and electric vehicles (EVs ) to reduce dependence on imports.  

Conclusion 

India has demonstrated its strategic agility and diplomatic prowess during this global energy crisis,  protecting the common 

citizens from its immediate impacts. However, this security is coming at a huge economic cost. Accepting the reality of the new 

energy age, India has to strike a balance between populist policies and fiscal prudence. A bold and transparent price reform will 

not only save our oil companies from bankruptcy, but also move the country towards more responsible energy consumption.  

 

 

 


