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Page01:GS II :Indian Polity/ Preliminary Examination 

Recently, a three-judge bench of the Supreme Court, headed by Chief Justice (CJI) Surya Kant, has agreed to consider 
formulating a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for urgent matters related to the life and liberty of citizens.  

 This step has been taken in the background of citizens needing immediate judicial protection in recent times against 
executive actions such as late-night arrests, early morning bulldozer demolitions, or deportations carried out during 
holidays. The petition primarily argues that in a constitutional democracy governed by the Rule of Law, access to 
justice should not merely be theoretical, but must be practically accessible at all times (day or night). 

Key Points of News Analysis 

1. Main Issue and Petitioner's Argument 

 Continuous Availability of Judiciary: 
The petitioner (Advocate Mahrvish 
Rein) argues that access to justice 
cannot be bound by the limitations of 
court schedules. 

 Prevention of Irreparable Loss: In the 
absence of a structured institutional 
mechanism, affected individuals face 
damage (such as demolition of houses 
or illegal detention) that cannot be 
undone later, even before they can 
reach the constitutional courts. 

 Continuity of Constitutionality: The 
petition stated that in a constitutional 
democracy, "the Constitution cannot 
remain silent at night, nor can the 
protection of liberty wait for the 
morning bell of the courts." 

2. Supreme Court's Stand and Observations 

 Reduction in Response Time: The bench acknowledged that in extremely urgent matters related to life and liberty, the 
court's response should come within an hour of mentioning the petition. 

 Role of Technology (Digital Access): The court (particularly Justice Joymalya Bagchi) highlighted that due to digital 
filing (e-filing), electronic records, and virtual hearings, courts are never entirely "closed". Even an email, letter, or 
phone call is sufficient to activate the judicial system. 

 Graded Approach: The court clarified that there may be differences in the methods of accessing justice during regular 
working hours and after-office hours, but this cannot be considered a denial of justice. 

3. Administrative vs. Judicial Jurisdiction Conflict 
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 Solicitor General's Argument: On behalf of the government, Solicitor General Tushar Mehta suggested that the 
formulation of this type of SOP should be done by the Supreme Court on its administrative side rather than through a 
judicial order. 

 CJI's Remark and Federal Structure: Chief Justice Surya Kant clarified that in India's federal structure, all High Courts of 
the country do not come under the administrative purview of the Supreme Court. Therefore, to implement a uniform 
system for all courts, it may be necessary to consider and pass orders on this petition from the judicial side. 

Important Dimensions for UPSC Mains (Mains Value Addition) 

Constitutional Linkages 

 Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty): This SOP will directly strengthen the protection of Article 21, as under 
this, no citizen can be deprived of their life or personal liberty except according to the procedure established by law. 

 Articles 32 and 226 (Right to Constitutional Remedies): Dr. B.R. Ambedkar called Article 32 the 'soul' of the 
Constitution. This SOP will ensure that this 'soul' remains alive and active 24/7. 

 Article 39A (Equal Justice and Free Legal Aid): It is the duty of the State to ensure that no citizen is deprived of 
opportunities for securing justice by reason of economic or other disabilities. 

Expected Benefits of this Potential SOP 

 Check on Executive High-handedness: This will effectively curb hasty punitive actions taken by the executive by taking 
advantage of court holidays or night hours. 

 Rule of Law: The concept that the law of the land is supreme and the judicial system is always ready to protect the 
rights of citizens will be strengthened. 

 Optimal Use of Technology (Leveraging Legal Tech): The digital infrastructure (e-filing, Virtual Courts) developed 
under the e-Courts Mission Mode Project can be put to its actual use during times of crisis. 

Challenges and Concerns 

 Pressure on Judicial Infrastructure: The additional administrative pressure of working round the clock may increase on 
the staff and judges of the Supreme Court and other courts, which are already burdened with over 90,000 pending 
cases. 

 Possibility of Misuse: In the absence of a clear definition of 'emergency or extremely urgent' cases, this system could 
be misused for quick disposal of routine or less serious cases, thereby affecting the time available for genuine victims. 

Conclusion 

The Supreme Court's initiative towards ensuring round-the-clock access to justice is a progressive step in Indian judicial 
history. Technological advancements (Digital Infrastructure) have already eliminated physical distances and time barriers; the 
only requirement now is to transform this into a uniform and structured institutional framework. However, while drafting this 
SOP, a clear and strict definition of 'extremely urgent' (Urgent) cases must be established so that the workload on the judiciary 
does not become uncontrollable. Ultimately, this step will establish India as a sensitive state where a citizen's liberty is not 
dependent merely on working days, but is a continuous constitutional guarantee. 
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UPSC Prelims Exam Study Questions   

Question:Consider the following statements regarding the concept of the 'Circular Economy': 

1. It aims to increase the reuse and recycling of resources. 

2. Waste-to-Energy projects are examples of this concept. 

3. It aims to reduce the exploitation of natural resources. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans:d) 

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: "Striking a balance between energy security and food security is the biggest challenge for India's biofuel policy." 

Explain this in the context of the experiences of Germany and India.(10Marks, 150Words) 
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Page 02:GS III: Environment / Preliminary Examination 

According to a recent study published in the international research journal Birds, the Indian Grey Hornbill, which had gone 

extinct from Gujarat's Gir forests about 60 years ago, has recorded successful breeding for four consecutive years following a 

reintroduction programme. Along with this, the second chick of the Great Indian Bustard (GIB) born through the 'jump-start' 

technique in Gujarat has also successfully survived the critical 40-day period, marking another major wildlife conservation 

achievement for the state. 

 

1. Key Points: Project and Study Findings 

 Background of Extinction: Indian Grey Hornbills had completely disappeared (gone extinct) from the Gir forests 

between the 1950s and 1960s. 

 Reintroduction Programme: A special programme was launched in the year 2021 by the Gujarat Forest Department 

and its conservation partners to bring this species back into the Gir ecosystem. 

 Phase-wise Release: Under this project, a total of 40 Indian Grey Hornbills were released into the forest in two phases. 

28 birds were released in the first phase (2021-2022) and 12 birds in the second phase (2023). 
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 Successful Natural Breeding: A pair successfully bred in the very first year of release, while three more breeding pairs 

nested in the second year. This indicates that this population is now establishing itself naturally. 

 Technical Monitoring: To understand the birds' movements, home range, and behaviour, 11 male hornbills were 

equipped with satellite transmitters. 

2. Important Facts for UPSC Examination (Prelims & Mains) 

A) About the Indian Grey Hornbill: 

 Scientific Name:Ocyceros birostris 

 Geographical Distribution: It is a common hornbill found mainly in the Indian subcontinent. Instead of dense forests, it 

prefers to live in open forests, urban gardens, and rural areas with large fruit-bearing trees. 

 Conservation Status: 

o IUCN Red List: Least Concern (LC) 

o Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule-II 

 Unique Nesting Behavior: During breeding, the female hornbill seals herself inside a tree hollow (cavity) and closes the 

opening using mud and debris, leaving only a tiny slit. The male delivers food to the female and the chicks through this 

slit. 

B) Ecological Importance of Hornbills: 

 Forest Engineers: Hornbills are called 'Engineers of the Forest' or 'Farmers of the Forest'. 

 Seed Dispersal: These birds are primarily frugivorous (fruit-eating). After eating fruits, they disperse the seeds over very 

long distances (long-distance seed disperser). This greatly aids the natural regeneration of fruit-bearing trees in dry 

deciduous forests like Gir. 

C) Great Indian Bustard (GIB) and 'Jump-start' Technique: 

 IUCN Status: Critically Endangered (CR) 

 Jump-start Technique: This is an advanced conservation breeding technique in which wild eggs are naturally incubated 

under protected conditions, and the chicks are reared under human care during their initial delicate days, which 

increases their survival rate. After 40 days, they are released into a free or semi-wild environment. 

3. Significance and Challenges from Mains Perspective 

 Successful Model of Species Recovery: The success of the hornbill in Gir proves that locally extinct species can be 

restored to their historical habitats through scientific approach, satellite tracking, and phase-wise management. 
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 Restoration of Ecological Balance: The return of a keystone or crucial seed-disperser species will strengthen the 

biodiversity and food chain of Gir forests, directly and positively impacting the habitat of lions and other herbivores 

living there. 

Future Challenges: 

 Habitat Fragmentation: Due to expanding infrastructure and human activities around Gir, there could be a shortage of 

large and old trees (which are essential for nesting) for the hornbills. 

 Genetic Diversity: This population, which started with only 40 birds, may face the risk of inbreeding in the future, which 

could weaken their disease resistance. To prevent this, there might be a need to introduce new hornbills from other 

regions in the future. 

Conclusion 

The successful reintroduction and breeding of the Indian Grey Hornbill in the Gir forests after six decades is a historic milestone 

in India's wildlife conservation history. This project demonstrates that wildlife conservation should not be limited only to large 

mammals (megafauna) like lions or tigers, but equal attention must be paid to small yet ecologically crucial birds like hornbills. 

Combined with the successful survival of the Great Indian Bustard chick, this success highlights the scientific maturity of India's 

species recovery programs. To keep this population sustainable in the future, continuous focus must be maintained on the 

participation of local communities and the conservation of habitat corridors. 
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UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Question: Consider the following statements regarding the Indian Grey Hornbill: 

1. It is primarily a frugivorous bird. 

2. It plays a significant role in long-distance seed dispersal. 

3. During the breeding season, it builds a nest in a tree hollow and seals the female inside. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Ans:d)  

UPSC Mains Practice Questions   

Question: What is the Species Reintroduction program? Explain its necessity in biodiversity conservation.(10 Marks, 150 

Words) 
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Page 05 : GS II &III :IR & Indian Economy / Preliminary Examination 

On July 15, a historical economic partnership has commenced between India and the United Kingdom (U.K.), under which the 
CETA and DCC agreements between both countries have become fully operational (Operationalize). India's Commerce 
Secretary has described this as the country's most "ambitious and aspirational" Free Trade Agreement (FTA) to date. This 
agreement is in line with India's goal of 'Viksit Bharat 2047', which will not only promote traditional trade (goods and services) 
but also prepare a future-oriented architecture for digital trade, green energy, and skilled labor mobility. 

 

Key Provisions of CETA and DCC 

 Comprehensive Sectoral Coverage: This agreement includes a total of 30 chapters, which are not limited to traditional 
customs duties (Tariff) alone. It includes modern subjects such as digital trade, government procurement, small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs), innovation, labor, environment, and gender equality. 

 Deep Tariff Cuts by the UK: Under this agreement, the U.K. will immediately eliminate customs duties on 96.8% of its 
tariff lines, which accounts for 97.7% of the total trade value of both countries. Additionally, quota-based concessions 
will be given on 2% of the lines. 
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 Phased Liberalization by India: India will immediately eliminate tariffs on 30.3% of its trade value, while tariffs on 47% 
of the share will be removed in a phased manner. Apart from this, quota-based concessions will be given on 12.1% of 
the share. 

 Addressing Non-Tariff Barriers: Special attention has been given in the agreement to Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) 
measures and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) so that these do not become unfair obstacles for Indian exporters in 
the future. 

 Protection of Sensitive Sectors (Defensive Interests): India has protected its sensitive domestic industries like dairy, 
grains, pulses, vegetables, gold-silver, smartphones, and critical polymers by keeping them out of concessions under 
this agreement. 

 Double Contribution Convention (DCC) - A Game Changer: Under this, Indian professionals going to work temporarily 
(up to 5 years) in the U.K. will no longer have to contribute to social security (Social Security/National Insurance) in 
both India and the U.K. If they are contributing in India, they will get an exemption from this deduction in the U.K. 

Significance for India 

 Boost to Labour-Intensive Sectors: The immediate duty-free access provided by the U.K. will immensely benefit India's 
textiles, leather, footwear, marine products (Fisheries), and agriculture-related sectors. This will create new 
employment opportunities in the rural economy. 

 Financial Benefit to Skilled Workforce and Services Sector: Currently, Indian employees working in the U.K. contribute 
about 25% of their salary to the National Insurance there, from which they receive no benefit (Sunk Cost). With the 
implementation of DCC, more than 75,000 Indian professionals and over 900 employers will directly save crores of 
rupees, and this money will be able to be deposited in their Provident Fund (EPF) in India. 

 Access to Global Capital: London is a major financial hub of the world. This agreement will make it easier to raise 
British investment and global capital in India's infrastructure, fintech, and sustainable finance sectors. 

 Strategic Importance: After exiting the European Union (Brexit) for Britain, and as an alternative to China on the 
global stage for India, this agreement gives a new dimension to the "Comprehensive Strategic Partnership" between 
the two countries. 

Challenges & Concerns 

 Tariff Asymmetry: While the U.K. is covering 98.8% of its tariff lines, India has been able to cover only 89.5% of its 
lines. This could increase competitive pressure on some of India's domestic manufacturing sectors (such as 
automobiles or premium products). 

 New-Gen Issues: Chapters on environment, labor standards, and digital trade (Data Sovereignty) have been included 
in the agreement. Adhering to the strict standards of developed countries in these areas can be a tough challenge for 
Indian MSMEs in the initial phase. 

 Implementation Challenges: Various regulatory bodies and export procedures within India will have to adapt quickly 
to this 'Gold Standard' agreement so that its actual benefits are visible on the ground. 

Conclusion 
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The implementation of India-UK CETA and DCC is a historic turning point for India's economic diplomacy. This agreement 
shows that India can shape a highly ambitious and modern trade agreement at the global level while protecting its sensitive 
domestic interests (such as dairy and agriculture). While this agreement will give Indian goods a competitive edge in British 
markets, India has presented an excellent example of 'people-centric' diplomacy by protecting the interests of service sector 
professionals through DCC. In the coming times, this economic corridor will prove to be a milestone in making India a strong 
part of the Global Value Chain. 

UPSC Prelims Practice Questions   

Consider the following statements regarding the India-UK Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA): 

1. It is limited only to trade in goods. 

2. It also includes provisions related to digital trade, government procurement, and MSMEs. 

3. It also incorporates chapters related to labour and the environment. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, and 3 

Ans: (b) 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Question:What are Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)? Briefly outline their role in India's economic development.(10 Marks, 150 

Words) 
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Page 06 :GSII :Social Justice 
Recently, the Department of Health Research (DHR) under the Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has released the 

'Draft National Health Research Policy, 2026'. The primary objective of this policy is to bring comprehensive reforms to India's 

health research ecosystem. This policy endeavors to align the country's scientific capabilities with the actual disease burden 

and public health priorities, so as to promote indigenous innovation and evidence-based policymaking. 

 

Challenges in the Current Health Research Sector 

The policy highlights several shortcomings in India's existing research framework: 

 Fragmented Efforts: There is a lack of coordination in research work among various institutions, leading to the 

duplication of both efforts and resources. 

 Regional Imbalance: In India, research capabilities are confined to only a few selected states and premium institutions 

(such as ICMR and top medical colleges). 

 Imbalance with Disease Burden: The determination of current research priorities is often not in alignment with the 

country's actual health needs, rural-urban disparity, and pandemic preparedness. 

 Slow Translation: The pace of translating scientific techniques or findings discovered in laboratories into actual health 

services and government policies is very slow. 
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 Administrative and Regulatory Barriers: Even when there is no shortage of funding, delays in administrative and 

regulatory clearances slow down the pace of research. 

Key Proposals and Features of the Policy 

1. Periodic Determination of Priorities: 

 The determination of research areas in the country will be done periodically based on the actual disease burden, 

scientific opportunities, social equity, pandemic preparedness, and strategic national interest. 

 For this, extensive consultations will be held with states, researchers, health professionals, and representatives of the 

general community. 

2. Three-Tier Governance Structure: To streamline this ecosystem, work will be done at three levels: 

 Top Level: National Health Research Stewardship Committee – This will perform the task of overall strategic 

coordination. 

 Nodal Agency: Department of Health Research (DHR) – This will be the main implementing agency of the policy. 

 Technical Leadership: Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) – This will provide scientific and technical guidance. 

3. Active Role of States: 

 States and Union Territories will be expected to deeply integrate health research with local health programs and 

health services provided at the grassroots level. 

4. Core Principles and Long-Term Goals of Research: 

 Ethics, research integrity, data governance, cybersecurity, and community participation have been kept at the center 

of this framework. 

 The policy sets long-term national targets for research investment (R&D Investment), increasing the number of Ph.Ds 

in medical science, and growth in scientific publications and patents. 

Significance for UPSC Mains Examination 

 Importance of Evidence in Policymaking: This policy will ensure that future health plans are not based merely on 

assumptions, but on solid scientific data (Evidence-based policymaking). 

 Universal Health Coverage (UHC): Indigenous innovation will reduce the cost of medicines and treatment, helping to 

achieve the goal of affordable healthcare for all. 

 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 3): This policy will strengthen India's efforts toward achieving the global goal of 

'Good Health and Well-being'. 
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Conclusion 

The National Health Research Policy, 2026 is a progressive step toward making India self-reliant in the health sector and 

preparing a robust protective shield against future pandemics. However, the success of this policy will depend on how 

bureaucratic shortcomings are addressed, how financially empowered the states are made, and how rapidly research findings 

are applied to the treatment of the general public at the grassroots level. If implemented effectively, it can rejuvenate India's 

public health infrastructure. 

UPSC Mains Exam Study Questions   

Ques:Discuss the key objectives and features of the National Health Research Policy, 2026. How can it strengthen India's public 

health system?(10 Marks, 150 Words) 
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Page :08 : Editorial Analysis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GS Paper II:International Relations  

UPSC Mains Exam Practice Questions: "India-US defense relations are struggling to 

move beyond the traditional 'buyer-seller' framework and transform into genuine 

defense-industrial cooperation." Critically analyze this statement in the context of recent 

initiatives (such as iCET and the GE F414 engine deal).(10Marks, 150 Words) 
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Context :After In recent years, unprecedented progress has been observed in the strategic and military relations between 

India and the United States (U.S.). Both countries have launched several ambitious initiatives, such as DTTI, iCET, and INDUS-X, 

to strengthen defense cooperation. However, in strategic circles, this partnership is increasingly being recognized for the 

growing gap between political declarations and actual industrial outcomes. While India has purchased military equipment 

worth over $22 billion from the U.S. since 2002, co-production and actual technology transfer (ToT) still remain a major 

challenge. This analysis outlines the current status, challenges, and the way forward for India-U.S. defense relations. 

Key Analysis Points 

1. The Procurement vs Collaboration Divide 

 Successful Procurement Partnership: India has purchased state-of-the-art systems from the U.S., such as Apache and 

Chinook helicopters, C-17 and C-130J transport aircraft, P-8I maritime patrol aircraft, and M777 howitzers. The U.S. 

has become a major defense supplier for India. 

 Failed Industrial Cooperation: Despite heavy procurement, both countries have been unable to break out of the 

traditional 'buyer-seller' framework to develop true co-development and domestic defense production capacity. 

2. GE F414 Engine Deal: Political Ambition vs Industrial Reality 

 Critical Focal Point: Announced during Prime Minister Modi's Washington visit in 2023 under the 'Initiative on Critical 

and Emerging Technologies' (iCET), the General Electric (GE) F414 fighter jet engine deal was considered a historic 

milestone. It is intended for use in the Tejas Mk-II, AMCA, and naval fighter jets. 

 Rising Costs and Financial Demands: The estimated cost of each engine has risen from approximately ₹70-80 crore to 

over ₹200 crore (nearly a three-fold increase). Furthermore, GE has demanded an investment of around $800 million 

(₹7,576 crore) to set up a dedicated production line in India. 

 Stalemate in Negotiations: Due to issues regarding Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), the level of Technology Transfer 

(ToT), and U.S. export controls, this deal has become entangled in prolonged negotiations. 

3. Chronology of Stagnant Initiatives 

 DTTI (2012): The Defence Technology and Trade Initiative was formed to promote co-development, but it remained 

confined to meetings without delivering any significant military capability. 

 iCET (2022) and INDUS-X (2023): These initiatives expanded to include AI, quantum computing, and semiconductors 

alongside defense, but they too have failed to deliver concrete results so far. 

 Other Stalled Projects: The co-production of the Javelin Anti-Tank Guided Missile and the Stryker Infantry Combat 

Vehicle appears to be heading to the backburner after remaining pending for a decade. 

 MQ-9B Drone Deal: In the purchase of 31 MQ-9B Predator drones from General Atomics for $3.5 billion, the promises 

of local assembly and a domestic 'Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul' (MRO) ecosystem have not yet materialized on 

the ground. 
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4. The Core Philosophies Clash 

 India's Perspective: India views defense partnerships as a means to enhance its 'Atmanirbharta' (self-reliance), acquire 

advanced technologies, and reduce foreign dependence. 

 U.S. Perspective: The U.S. considers its advanced defense technologies as national strategic assets. These technologies 

are subject to stringent export control regulations, such as the International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR), which 

do not permit the sharing of technical data despite broad strategic interests. 

5. Future Test: Reciprocal Defence Procurement Agreement (RDPA) 

 Both countries are now looking toward a Reciprocal Defence Procurement Agreement (RDPA) to reshape bilateral 

defense trade. 

 Challenge: The U.S. believes this will grant both nations access to each other's procurement markets, but critics argue 

it will place India’s nascent defense manufacturers in direct competition with American defense giants, creating a risk 

of unequal competition. 

Conclusion 

While the strategic relationship between India and the U.S. has strengthened significantly in terms of military exercises, 

logistics agreements (such as LEMOA, COMCASA), and interoperability, the defense-industrial dimension lags far behind. If 

both nations are to realize the true potential of their strategic partnership, the U.S. must ease its rigid export control 

regulations (ITAR), and India must proceed with realistic commercial expectations. Moving beyond mere paper agreements 

(DTTI, iCET), India's goal of defense self-reliance cannot be fully achieved while remaining dependent on the U.S. until actual 

transfer of technology and joint manufacturing begin. Bridging this gap between political claims and industrial reality is 

imperative for a long-term partnership. 

 

 

 


